
Village Board Meeting
Tuesday, January 3, 2012

A regular Village Board meeting was held on the above date at 7:30
p.m. with the following members present:

PRESENT: Mayor Dagan LaCorte
Trustee Charles Falciglia
Trustee Jo Meegan-Corrigan, Trustee John Meehan

ALSO PRESENT: Virginia Menschner, Village Clerk
Terry Rice, Village Attorney

ABSENT: Trustee Patricia Abato

The Mayor said good evening to everybody and wished everybody a
Happy New Year. He said he hoped that everybody had an enjoyable
holiday season and it seems that winter is upon us, officially and
weather-wise. Also it is a good start to the year that our troops
in Iraq have come home and hopefully the troops fighting in other
areas will also be coming home soon.

Set Date for February Meeting:

The Mayor said we are going to do a combined Board meeting and
workshop Thursday, February 9, 2012 at 7:00 p.m. There are some
conflicts, including one with himself and other Board members, so
that is the date that they were able to come up with. Moving
forward, obviously, we will return to our normal schedule.

FIRE DEPARTMENT:

Chief Dan McInerney said he had two items. 

A) New Member B Suffern Hook & Ladder Co. No. 1 B James J.
McConville, Jr.:

Chief McInerney said one is to insure the following individual who
has applied for membership at the Hook and Ladder Company and that
is James J. McConville, Jr. A motion approving the new member was
made by Trustee Meehan, seconded by Trustee Meegan-Corrigan. Upon
vote, the motion was carried.

Chief McInerney said he was requesting some funds B an emergency
repair B to replace the swivel and that is what sends the power to
the aerial for lights on the 2002 Suffern 100 foot aerial power
ladder. The cost to replace the swivel is $9,372. He said he has
about $5,500 in his budget towards that. He moved some stuff around.
But he will need an additional almost $4,000. The Mayor said we did
discuss this at the workshop with the Treasurer and we will have to
amend something. Tom will plan to move over the other $4,000.
Attorney Rice asked Chief McInerney if he gave us a letter that it
is an emergency under the circumstances. Chief McInerney said he has
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that. Attorney Rice said good. A motion authorizing the repair was
made by Trustee Meehan, seconded by Trustee Meegan-Corrigan.

AYES: Mayor Dagan LaCorte
Trustee Charles Falciglia
Trustee Jo Meegan-Corrigan, Trustee John Meehan

NOES: None

ABSENT: Trustee Patricia Abato

The Mayor said at this time he is actually going to make a
presentation. Bruce Simon, the chairman of the recycling committee,
said there is a slight change in plans. He said that over the last
couple of weeks members of the committee went around the Village
looking around for the best holiday lighting display that they could
find. There were no criteria except whatever they found to be the
best. There was no predisposition towards anybody or anything. After
a lot of work and a lot of miles put on the cars driving around
looking, they nominated a bunch of folks and they narrowed it down.
He asked Renato and Mary Gentile to please come down. He said they
are the winners. Mr. and Mrs. Gentile thanked him. Mr. Simon thanked
them for the work they have done. He said he understands it has been
about 35 years that they have been doing this. Mr. Gentile said 40
years B Mr. Simon said even better. Mr. Simon said we have a
certificate of recognition for them and a gift certificate from Ravi
Continental Cuisine.

The Mayor said it is very nice to be able to do that and again we
appreciate them adding to our Village through the display.

7:40 P.M. B PUBLIC HEARING B LOADING ZONE B LAFAYETTE AVENUE:

Attorney Terry Rice said that essentially what this does is abolish
the loading zone in front of 73-75 Lafayette Avenue and replace that
with a 15 minute parking limit at that location and provide for a
loading zone to the east of that location at 81-83 Lafayette Avenue.
The Mayor said this is something that we did and we ended up getting
an extra spot out of it the way the set-up was. So it is always good
to add an extra spot to the downtown. He asked if anybody had any
public comment on that.

A motion to close the public hearing was made by Trustee Meehan,
seconded by Trustee Meegan-Corrigan. Upon vote, the motion was
carried.

VILLAGE OF SUFFERN, NEW YORK
LOCAL LAW NO.  1   OF 2012

A LOCAL LAW AMENDING SECTIONS 254-65 AND 254-68
OF THE CODE OF THE VEHICLE AND TRAFFIC CODE OF

THE VILLAGE OF SUFFERN, ABOLISHING A LOADING ZONE
IN FRONT OF 73-75 LAFAYETTE AVENUE,

ESTABLISHING A LOADING ZONE AT
81-83 LAFAYETTE AVENUE AND LIMITING PARKING
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TO 15 MINUTES IN FRONT OF 73-75 LAFAYETTE AVENUE

BE IT ENACTED by the Board of Trustees of the Village of
Suffern as follows:

Section 1. Section 254-68 of the Code of the Village of
Suffern "Schedule XVIII: Loading Zones" is hereby amended by
deleting the following:

[Name of Street] [Side] [Location]

Lafayette Avenue South 73 and 75 Lafayette Avenue

and replacing the same with:

[Name of Street] [Side] [Location]

 Lafayette Avenue South 81-83 Lafayette Avenue

Section 2. Section 254-65 "Schedule XV: Time Limit Parking"
of the Code of the Village of Suffern, is hereby amended by adding
after:

Time Limit/
[Name of Street] [Side] Hours/Days [Location]

Lafayette Avenue North 15 Minutes In front of 104
 Lafayette Avenue

the following:

Time Limit/
[Name of Street] [Side] Hours/Days [Location]

Lafayette Avenue South 15 Minutes In front of 73
and 75 Lafayette
Avenue

Section 3. This Local Law shall become effective
immediately upon filing with the Secretary of State.

A motion to adopt Local Law No. 1, 2012 was made by Trustee Meegan-
Corrigan, seconded by Trustee Meehan. Upon vote, the motion was
carried.

GRANT WRITER:

Mr. Fred Rella asked if we were skipping the public hearing for a
few minutes. The Mayor said yes, you can give that and then we will
start at 7:45 p.m. Mr. Rella said that this morning, the Mayor and
he, along with the Treasurer, were sent a nice e-mail from the chief
of staff at Senator Carlucci’s office. In trying to get $100,000
grant that we were awarded B we have been trying to get the money
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from the state for some time now B and the paperwork has been
delayed up in Albany due to budget constraints and the like. But we
got some good news today that the head of the Senate finance
committee has signed off on the paperwork for the $100,000 and that
it is just going back to the dormitory authority and they will be
cutting a check for us hopefully in the next 10 days. So that is
some really good news. The Mayor said yes.

Mr. Rella said a couple of other grants that have occurred over the
past 30 days is that we should be getting the $2,000 for the photo
ID equipment which was purchased by the recreation department. Also
we had some crowd control equipment B we had a $5,000 grant. He said
he worked with Gail on that grant and we actually utilized $3,500
of that money. We put in for an extension since these grants have
an expiration date and if you don’t use the money by a certain point
in time, the grant expires and the money goes away. But we put in
for an extension on this grant so that we could still use the $1,500
that we have not yet spent. So we are putting in for a defibrillator
which will be utilized at the pool. Right now the Village just has
one which is rotated between the rec center and the pool when the
pool opens for the season.

7:45 P.M. B PUBLIC HEARING B COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT:

The Mayor said we now can open up the public hearing on the
community development block grant. He said that as most of you may,
or may not know, this is a yearly grant that the Village applies to
and we are entering into the third year of a five year plan. So we
are very excited about it. He asked Mr. Rella if he would just
briefly explain the process where we are and also what we are
looking to do this year. And that would be great.

Mr. Rella said we call it the business district revitalization
program. And it had some key elements in it when we first started
it. It had some lighting, it had redoing a number of the building
facades, which is really the crux of the program, and it also had
us doing some sidewalks. He said you have seen some of the lighting
which is done, like the low-level lighting in downtown. Some of the
sidewalks have been done as well. Now we are really focusing in on
the facades. There are approximately 63 building structures within
the business district. And we put a solicitation letter to the
building owners to see whether or not they wanted to participate in
getting their facades rejuvenated. Of that, we have had interest
from approximately 30 building owners, and 27 of them are really
serious about it. As the Mayor has mentioned, this is the second
year of the program. We received enough money where right now we are
planning on doing five building facades within the next several
months with the money that has already been awarded. Right now it
is out to bid for those five buildings. The bids are due back on
January 31. And we have already had 10 builders or construction
companies come in for bid packages, which is really great.

The way in which we decide what to do and how much money to
potentially request from the office of community development for the
annual grant is that there is a citizen advisory committee that is
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appointed by the Board annually and it is representative of varying
demographic people throughout the community like a senior citizen
is on it, the vice-president of the Chamber of Commerce, a Village
employee and he is on the committee as a liaison as is Charles. And
the committee looked at varying ideas in which we could utilize
community development block grant funds and we decided to continue
with the façade program and to make a request this year for
$190,000. The maximum amount one can make a request for this fiscal
year is $200,000. Of that $190,000 request, the Village would have
to make a contribution of 10% so the total amount that we would
actually be looking for for the program this year would be $209,000.
With that $209,000 we would also be able to pay for an architect who
does the varying designs for the building, and we would also be able
to pay for an administrator who helps to administrate the program,
and he thinks we would be able to get between 5 and 7 more building
facades done, which would bring the total to between 10 and 12 by
the end of the year. Which is something which would be great. So we
would basically be half way through the buildings by the end of the
year if we get awarded the full amount of money. So tonight what
they need is the Board to vote on them putting in an application by
January 31 to the office of community development for the $190,000
and then also for them to vote on the resolution, which they have
before them, to submit that application.

The Mayor said he just wanted to make one quick comment just so
everybody understands. The 10% that the Village contributes is made
up by the 10% contribution that the building owner puts in so that
taxpayer money, although required to be contributed, is recovered
by the 10% that the building owner is required so that ultimately
it is a 100% grant project since we are improving private property.

The Mayor asked if there was any public comment and if so please
feel free to come on up. Since nobody spoke, he asked if there was
anything from the Board. A motion to close the public hearing was
made by Trustee Meegan-Corrigan, seconded by Trustee Meehan. Upon
vote, the motion was carried.

RESOLUTION NO. 1, 2012

RESOLVED, that the Village Board accept the recommendation of
the Community Development Advisory Committee to seek Community
Development Block Grant (CDBG) funding for the Business District
Revitalization Project and authorizes the submission of the 2012
CDBG application. The CDBG application will state that the 2012
Business District Revitalization Project cost will be $209,000. Of
this total, $190,000 will be contributed from the Community
Development Block Grant and $19,000 will be contributed from the
Village of Suffern.

A motion to adopt Resolution No. 1, 2012 was made by Trustee Meegan-
Corrigan, seconded by Trustee Falciglia. Upon vote, the motion was
carried.

The Mayor said let the record reflect that the motion was first and
seconded and passed unanimously by the Board. He thanked Mr. Rella
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for all his hard work and hopefully this year we will hear a bit
earlier than last year. Obviously, just so everybody knows B the
money is administered by the county through the office of community
development. But the money that they receive is a block grant from
the federal government B from HUD B from Housing and Urban
Development. Last year, the budget process took a while so typically
we would hear in March but we didn’t hear until May and also there
was a reduction in the funding last year and he believes that we
were the only recipients who did not receive a percentage reduction
in our application. So again it shows that the county who
administers the project B ultimately they take the block grant and
they decide who gets what. There are numerous, numerous applicants
throughout the county, both municipalities and non-profits. And they
really like the façade program. They appreciate what it can do for
a downtown. And they have been very supportive. So we are hoping
again, contingent upon what happens in the federal government, that
the funding stays solid and that we get a nice share of it. The
Mayor thanked Mr. Rella again for all his hard work.

7:50 P.M. B PUBLIC HEARING B CLOSING TIME B PUBLIC PARKS:

The Mayor asked Chief Osborn to give a brief explanation behind the
impetus of this change. Chief Clarke Osborn said that right now our
closing time for our Village parks is 9:00 p.m. Obviously, this time
of year it gets dark a lot earlier than 9 o’clock and they would
like to go from dawn to dusk with the parks because what they are
finding is in the later hours when it is dark the activity in the
parks is not activity that we are looking for here in the Village.
So he is asking from dawn to dusk to have the parks local code
amended. It is pretty simple. It is to keep people out. Obviously
if somebody is walking through it with their dog they understand
that. But to have groups hanging out like we have had problems in
the past - they are trying to curb that a little bit.

Since nobody spoke, a motion to close the public hearing was made
by Trustee Meehan, seconded by Trustee Meegan-Corrigan. Upon vote,
the motion was carried.

VILLAGE OF SUFFERN, NEW YORK
LOCAL LAW NO.    2   OF 2012

A LOCAL LAW AMENDING SECTION 193-6 OF THE
 CODE OF THE VILLAGE OF SUFFERN

"CLOSING OF PARKS"

BE IT ENACTED by the Board of Trustees of the Village of
Suffern as follows:

Section 1. Section 193-6(B) of the Code of the Village of
Suffern is hereby amended to provide as follows:

No person shall be allowed
on the premises of any
park between dusk and
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dawn, unless permission
has specifically been
granted in writing by the
Recreation Director.

Section 2. This Local Law shall become effective
immediately upon filing with the Secretary of State.

A motion to adopt Local Law No 2, 2012 was made by Trustee Meehan,
seconded by Trustee Meegan-Corrigan. Upon vote, the motion was
carried.

CULTURE AND RECREATION:

Mrs. Gail Curtin wished everyone a Happy New Year. She said since
the last Village Board meeting, Wednesday, December 7, in this room,
they had the Pearl Harbor commemoration; Friday, December 9, they
had LEAD at the community center; Friday, December 9, they visited
Macy’s and delivered 101 letters to Santa, which as they know $2.00
was received for each letter and given to Make A Wish. Saturday,
December 10, they had the Elks Hoop Shoot at the community center;
Tuesday, December 13, some of them participated in the foundation
computer give-away. Three students visited with them and went home
with a beautiful pre-holiday gift of a new computer and printer.
Tuesday through Thursday, December 20 through 22, the staff of the
community center worked very closely with the police chief and
others on the toy drive at the community center, followed by
Thursday, December 22, the Chabad Winter Festival at the center and
gazebo.

Under upcoming B the AARP tax service training program will begin
at LPL this Saturday, and as the Board knows, they have given
permission for them to train each Saturday in January and pick-up
with the actual tax service on Tuesday’s beginning in February right
through April 15. Friday, January 20, they will have another session
of LEAD. Thursday, January 26, a senior movie afternoon and as the
Board agreed at their last meeting, the Suffern Farmer’s Market has
been in touch with her and she with Terry and tentatively they are
scheduled to begin having their sessions for the winter at the
community center on the last Saturday of each month. But it is
contingent upon, and she spoke with them as recently as yesterday
B we still need some paperwork from them, which she needs to show
to Terry B but that is what they are aiming for. They are aiming to
start this month and it would be the last Saturday of each month
right through May and then they go outside in June.

Under miscellaneous, Mrs. Curtin said she is working with Trustee
Meehan to finish up having a plaque made for the repaired bridge at
Brooklands. So they are moving ahead with that and at the Mayor’s
request, a letter was send to Mrs. Reidell announcing that that
would be done. And they are also in the process with the recreation
board of planning a family movie night. Unfortunately, they have,
but fortunately it is one of the good problems, they have a lot
going on at the community center on Saturdays and they are trying
their best to find a convenient Friday night. So as soon as they
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have that date, she will let them know what that is.

The Mayor thanked Trustee Meehan for helping out with the bridge and
he also thanked Gail for all her hard work. He said that as everyone
knows during the holiday season the Village hosts a number of
holiday events. Also other events and the recreation board and
everything and it really is one of the busiest times of the year for
the recreation department. And Gail really puts in a tremendous
amount of time leaving her holiday shopping to the very end B online
B and we really do appreciate it.

BUILDING DEPARTMENT:

A) AUTHORIZATION FOR JOE JACARUSO, FRANK WILSON, RANDY ORTIZ AND
MICHAEL STARK TO ATTEND NYSBOC ROCKLAND SPRING 2012 SEMINAR:

The Mayor said we don’t have a representative from the building
department but in talking with our head of the building department,
Mr. Joe Jacaruso, he is requesting authorization for himself, Fire
Inspector Frank Wilson, Code Enforcers Randy Ortiz and Michael Stark
to attend NYSBOC Rockland Spring 2012 Seminar B 3 full days B May
1 to May 3, 2012 at a cost of $275 each - $1100. A motion
authorizing the request was made by Trustee Meegan-Corrigan,
seconded by Trustee Falciglia.

AYES: Mayor Dagan LaCorte
Trustee Charles Falciglia
Trustee Jo Meegan-Corrigan, Trustee John Meehan

NOES: None

ABSENT: Trustee Patricia Abato

VILLAGE ATTORNEY:

A) RESOLUTION B HURRICANE IRENE AND TROPICAL STORM LEE ASSESSMENT
RELIEF ACT:

Attorney Terry Rice said that during the month of December the state
legislature approved and the governor signed a bill that authorizes
the assessor to entertain essentially assessment grievances from
properties that had been, as the bill defines, catastrophically
impacted by Hurricane Irene or Tropical Storm Lee. And
catastrophically impacted means property that has lost 50% or more
of its value as a result of flooding. And this allows those heavily
damaged properties to be reassessed on the 2011 assessment roll
based on the post-storm condition even though the damage occurred
after the taxable status date. Normally after the taxable status
date if a building, for example, were to burn down or something like
that, it is still assessed as it existed on taxable status date. So
this enables the assessor to entertain applications from properties
that have been damaged by at least 50% of their value. And there is
a scale in the bill that goes - obviously if it is less than 50%,
there is no reduction. If it is 50% but less than 60%, there is a
55% reduction in taxable assessed valuation and it is a graduated
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scale. It goes up to 100% at which point the value of the property
would be reduced by 0. And in order to allow the assessor to
implement that for any property in the Village of Suffern that
qualifies, the Board is required to pass the resolution which has
been provided to them.

The Mayor said we discussed this at the workshop and he doesn’t know
if anyone has comments. He asked Trustee Meegan-Corrigan if she
wanted to say anything since he knows that she has been working on
the issues. Trustee Meegan-Corrigan said she thinks it has been
defined that it is on the 50% of their home not at 50% of what was
in the home. So it is going to help our four but it is not going to
help too many others, unfortunately. The Mayor said we have to see
exactly B because the assessor is going to take leave in what the
interpretation is. Trustee Meegan-Corrigan said right. So hopefully
the assessor will be aggressive. The Mayor said that he guesses the
other point is that we have to be careful B obviously immediate tax
relief would be something for people whose homes have lost a
substantial amount of their value and it would be something that
they would appreciate and that was the purpose behind the state
enacting that law. That being said, the pursuit of a potential buy-
out, he believes, would be impacted if suddenly you are saying now
that your house is worth less than how can you ask B Trustee Meegan-
Corrigan said the buy-out would go as the day before the storm. The
Mayor said oh. Trustee Meegan-Corrigan said the day before the storm
would be the buy-out. The Mayor said okay, so maybe it doesn’t
affect it. 

RESOLUTION NO.  2   2012

WHEREAS, the State of New York has adopted the Hurricane Irene
and Tropical Storm Lee Assessment Relief Act, by which certain local
municipalities may provide real property tax relief to owners of
properties that were "catastrophically impacted" by the above
storms; and

WHEREAS, said legislation allows heavily damaged property to
be reassessed on the 2011 assessment roll based upon its post-storm
condition; and

WHEREAS, the Village of Suffern is eligible to adopt the
provisions of the above act by adoption of a resolution.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Trustees of the
Village of Suffern that pursuant to the Hurricane Irene and Tropical
Storm Lee Assessment Relief Act, the Village of Suffern adopts the
provisions of the above act to properties within the Village of
Suffern.

A motion to pass resolution no. 2, 2012 was made by Trustee Meegan-
Corrigan, seconded by Trustee Falciglia. Upon vote, the motion was
carried.

The Mayor said that just so everybody knows, this is something that
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has to be passed by every taxing entity so so far the town has done
it, we have done it, and the information has been passed on to the
school district and obviously the percentage of taxes for any
Village resident is overwhelmingly from the school district.

POLICE DEPARTMENT:

Chief Clarke Osborn said he had a quick update for the Board. In
December, the Rockland County PBA had their annual awards dinner.
There are eight departments included in the Rockland County PBA.
Every department in the county, including the sheriff’s, with the
exception of the town of Ramapo and the town of Haverstraw, and at
the awards dinner they had four officers receive awards B excellent
police duty and exceptional valor B it was Detective Ann Cawley,
Detective Mike Fennessey, Officer Glen Wilson, and Officer Rick
Marsh. They did a great job this year and he will be bringing them
to the Board later on in the year for recognition as well. Snow
parking regulations B he contacted a company today and had a
conversation so when it does snow they can make one call and it will
notify the condo presidents, co-op presidents, as they have done in
the past. The Mayor said we are taking care of that. The Chief said
yes, they are going to call him back tomorrow and it sounds like it
can be worked out very simply. He said he made a phone call to them
today and spoke to them at length and it should not be a problem at
all.

Chief Osborn said the toy drive was massive this year. They had over
150 volunteers B most of them Village residents. And he wants to
thank those on the Board who came and helped them out. He hopes that
next year the rest of them can see how involved it is and
participate, as well as our four department heads, every one of
them, Charlie, Gail, Dan and Tom helped him out, particularly Gail
with the center. So they had a great year and he thanks all of them
for that. Everyone had a part in some way helping them out.

Just the final numbers B our yearly statistics. We had in 2011 326
arrests, 2,465 vehicle and traffic summonses issued which will
probably go up a little bit as the next two or three days come in.
Their system takes five or six days for the information to go up
from us to Albany and back in the computers. And they handled 6,603
police blotters and service calls. He said he wanted to thank them
for their support. They had a good year and he hopes it continues
in 2012.

The Mayor thanked the Chief for all his hard work.

AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION:

The Mayor said that if anybody has any comments or questions to
please come up to the microphone and identify yourself and feel free
to address the Village Board.

Bill Pamm of 176 Doxbury Lane said he would like to start off by
wishing the Mayor and the Board of Trustees a healthy, happy and
productive new year.
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Mr. Pamm said he distributed a letter to them. He said he wants to
talk about Yorkshire Drive and the lack of a dividing yellow line.
He said he would like to remind the Board that the main
thoroughfares in our area are Doxbury Lane, Parkside Drive, and
Maplewood Boulevard. They all have either single or double dividing
lines. He said the other night  - they need a little replacement on
Yorkshire Drive, especially in the early evening, he has experienced
this himself. It is a wide road and curves in quite a few areas.
When you come down, and there are a lot of dark spots, and you
really cannot tell what part of the road you are on. There is also
a dark spot at the intersection of Parkside and Yorkshire Drive that
when cars are coming both ways and coming up with the bright lights,
it gets very hairy in the evening. And in view of all this, he
requests in the letter, he thinks that he doesn’t see any reason why
there should not be a yellow line from the top B Cragmere B all the
way to the bottom, all the way down, to give you a really better
idea of where you are on the road. And he would like the Board to
really think about this and consider it.

Mr. Pamm said he just discussed that with Chief Osborn. Last Monday
evening apparently a young man, who may have been inebriated or
drunk, came racing up Parkside Drive and smashed into four or five
cars. Mr. Pamm said he is pretty close to it and he did not hear
anything. And he was talking to the Chief and he doesn’t know what
the outcome was. Was he charged with anything. He would like to know
a little more about it.

The Mayor said that any of these requests we typically take the
advice of the Chief and the police department in terms of traffic
control so we will look into it. And he thinks further to that what
happened the other night we are also going to look on ways to B
obviously this was an incident that had nothing to do with normal
traffic but it still brings up the concern of the neighbors there
the next day when they were out there saying that people do travel
along Parkside very fast. So we are going to look into what can be
done there. And the Chief can further touch upon that.

Chief Osborn said he will just give a quick run-down. On Parkside
Drive he thinks was last Monday around 11:00 p.m. or midnight and
he got called out of his house. Chief Osborn said it was a drunk
driver, a 20 year old Village resident, who no matter what we would
have done would have hit something. He was driving extremely
radically, lost control on Parkside by Doxbury, hit four parked
cars. And he rolled his car as well on Parkside Drive. He was
injured, not critically, but he was injured. The cars, the Chief
said, he thinks one or two were totaled and the other two were
banged up. So they are addressing that. And he knows the residents
in those townhouses. And he went there the next day B and he went
there that night at midnight and he spoke to them and they
understood that it was an isolated incident and let’s hope we don’t
get anymore. In regards to Yorkshire Drive, he said he believes that
there was a study that was turned over to the Board, and he
believes, and he thinks he may have a copy of it, in regards to
that. Because when this came up the last time, we asked for a
traffic study and he thinks there is one and we are talking maybe
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three years ago, three or four years ago, and what was provided in
the recommendation, he thinks at that time, was a double yellow. He
will take a look at his files to make sure. He will give it to them.
It will really be up to the Board. But the Chief can assess it.
Obviously double yellows are never going to hurt you. If anything,
they are going to help you to provide people to let them know where
they are on the road. He said he will provide them with a copy if
he still has one, which he thinks he does.

Trustee Meehan said when he was out campaigning he received a number
of complaints about it, not only from drivers but from walkers. He
said he doesn’t know if we have lighted side lines, but people say
when whey walk they use the double yellow line. Chief Osborn said
he agrees. He said he thinks that one of the complaints, if he is
correct, that one of the complaints was that some of the residents
on Yorkshire were upset that it was going to depreciate the property
value. That is a statement that we did not make. He believes they,
some of them on Yorkshire, claimed that. That at the time was
brought up.

Mayor LaCorte asked if there was a difference between a single or
a double. Chief Osborn said you have to have a double B what we do
is that we go according to the NYS Department of Transportation, the
DOT, and there is a uniformed traffic control code. He said he
researched it and he has a very good relationship with Triple A who
handled a lot of that. And it would have to be a double yellow or
nothing. And there was a reason B the Mayor said he thinks also is
what was there before. The Chief said we had a double yellow before.
The Mayor said but there was a time when someone went and
overpainted because Salem had a double yellow and Chatham. You could
go to sleep in the middle of Chatham and a car doesn’t pass by.
Chief Osborn said you are right. The Mayor said that doesn’t mean
that Yorkshire shouldn’t get it. There was a point where they were
all over the place and on roads that didn’t necessarily need them.
Chief Osborn said he believes that at the time they asked about a
white line. White lines did not suffice according to standards B the
legal standards. Single yellow did not. It was a double yellow that
had to be there. He said he would pull out what he has. He said he
is sure he still has everything. Mayor LaCorte said traffic has
slowed due to the stop sign on Essex. Chief Osborn said big time.
They go up and they monitor it. He said what they call selective
enforcement. They pick different spots out each week B traffic spots
B they hit them for a week for speeding and stop signs. It has
definitely decreased the speed drastically which is good. Essex
definitely needed a stop sign because it is hard to get in and out
of there anyway. In regards with the double yellow, he has no
problem with providing them with whatever they need and he will give
them a report. He said he believes the argument was at the time that
they were upset about the property value of a double yellow. He does
not have the factual basis in front of him but he thinks he has it
downstairs.

Adam DeStefano of 19 Prairie Avenue said he just wanted to speak on
two things real quick. He said that one - he was actually at the
Parkside Drive accident and he wants to thank the police department,
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fire department and paramedics. Within two minutes of calling 911
there was one police officer on scene and two paramedics shortly
followed by the fire department who closed down the streets around
to make sure that there was no further accident. And he just wants
to say that they did a phenomenal job in responding and taking care
of the situation.

Mr. DeStefano said the other thing he did want to speak on. He
thinks he does remember years ago them talking about a traffic study
that was done on Yorkshire Drive for a double yellow line. He is not
100% sure on it but it does sound vaguely familiar.

Jean Hennelly of 135 Wayne Avenue said Happy New Year. She said she
would like to touch base on two things. One she was wondering if
they could tell her if the Parking Authority has any plans in
striping the B lot B she said she believes it is the B lot, by the
post office B because it is dangerous over there. Getting in and out
of there. People pulling in and out. There used to be one way where
you had to bear to the right and you would leave from the left. The
Mayor said there used to be barriers B obviously they are not there
in the winter. But there used to be a barrier. He doesn’t know what
happened but he will talk to them. Mrs. Hennelly said there are no
stripes B when you go by there it looks like a landing strip. The
Mayor said yes because they used to have these barriers but they are
not there anymore. He will look into that.

Mrs. Hennelly said the second thing. She asked if there was an
ordinance in town for the business district that you are not allowed
to have benches out in front of the merchants building. She thought
she heard back a while that one of the merchant’s wanted to put
benches out but there was an ordinance prohibiting that type of B
the Mayor said there is no ordinance against benches. Mrs. Hennelly
said so anyone can put a bench out in front of their establishment
without a permit? The Mayor said merchants B the topic that has
often come up is the Village providing benches. And we have gone
back and forth with it for years talking about whether we believe
that that would be something that would be positive or would, he
guesses, make the job of ensuring that the downtown is safe more
difficult. We don’t want people sleeping on park benches and he
thinks that upon discussion with the chief and various people that
for now we have not put out public benches. He said he doesn’t
think, he doesn’t believe there is anything prohibiting a merchant
from putting out a bench and then if they want to bring it back in
B on their property B Trustee Meegan-Corrigan said we have sidewalk
boundaries. The Mayor said for the sidewalks people don’t own in
most parts B the sidewalks. Because that would be Village property.
Mrs. Hennelly asked if there was a difference between putting tables
and chairs out as opposed to putting benches out? The Mayor said
yes. Tables and chairs you need permission. But if somebody wants
to put a bench on their property B their own property. Trustee
Meegan-Corrigan said provided they are not on the sidewalk walkway.
Trustee Meegan-Corrigan said you can’t have a bench in the middle
of the sidewalk because then people trip over it and it becomes a
hazard. The Mayor asked if there was a particular B Mrs. Hennelly
said she saw that the Shamrock has benches out now and she thought
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that you weren’t allowed to have benches. The Mayor said he believes
that area in the front is their private property so they can keep
them there. It is a difference B those can be there all year round.
In terms of outdoor dining we do it by permit. Mrs. Hennelly said
okay. Thank you very much.

Bob Morris of 24 Terrace Avenue said he had a question about the
code enforcement officers. Do they undergo any training? The Mayor
said yes. Mr. Morris asked if they were required to complete a
course of training? The Mayor said yes. Mr. Morris asked if our code
enforcement officers completed that training. The Mayor said yes,
and in fact they are going to attend another seminar which we just
approved for three days in May. Mr. Morris said okay. The Mayor said
he believes there is this one and then there is one that is always
hosted at the fire training center that they go to and they go to
various courses all throughout the year. Mr. Morris asked who was
responsible for supervising their actions. The Mayor said the head
of the department is the building inspector, Joe Jacaruso, who he
would just like to say B the man is a gem. Mr. Morris said could he
ask a question B is there any reason why we wouldn’t put the code
enforcement personnel in uniforms? He said he knows of two instances
where one of the code enforcement officers walks up and portrays
himself to be a cop with a badge tucked into his side and he gives
the impression of being a police officer when he is actually a code
enforcement officer and it is twice now. Had it been in a different
situation B very truthfully if the same incident occurred at his
house the dog probably would have bit him. But he is just wondering
why they are not in uniform so that they are readily identifiable
as Village employees. The Mayor said he knows they do B he said he
just wanted to make something clear. They didn’t identify themselves
as police officers. You said that they may give the impression. Mr.
Morris said they don’t identify themselves as the position that they
are in. They simply flash a badge and give the impression that they
are police officers. The Mayor said that is the first he has heard
of that. He will look into it. He said they do carry identification
and badges. He said we do have clothing that says code enforcement.
And that is something that he will speak to them about. Mr. Morris
said they should be wearing that. The Mayor said he will look into
it. Mr. Morris said that both of these incidents B the person
involved was not wearing anything identifiable as a Village
employee. The Mayor said that is a legitimate concern and he will
look into it. Mr. Morris said okay.

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS:

A) REQUESTING AUTHORIZATION TO ATTEND TWO (2) TRAINING COURSES:

Mr. Charles Sawicki said he was requesting authorization to attend
two (2) training courses offered by Cornell Cooperative Extension
in Middletown, New York. The first being the illicit discharge
detection and elimination course held on April 18, 2012 and the
second is the SWPP preparation and review course held on May 10,
2012. The total cost is $550. These courses will partially satisfy
the NYS DEC MS4 education requirements and would be charged against
account G.8130.4400.0027. A motion authorizing the request was made
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by Trustee Falciglia, seconded by Trustee Meegan-Corrigan.

AYES: Mayor Dagan LaCorte
Trustee Charles Falciglia
Trustee Jo Meegan-Corrigan, Trustee John Meehan

NOES: None

ABSENT: Trustee Patricia Abato

B) REQUESTING AUTHORIZATION TO PURCHASE A 20 CUBIC YARD CONTAINER:

Mr. Sawicki said he was requesting authorization to purchase a 20
cubic yard container for sludge removal at the wastewater treatment
plant, not to exceed $5000, and it would be charged against the
wastewater treatment plant improvement capital project account
H.8130.4200.0003.2011-005. Mr. Sawicki said he is still soliciting
bids but it will be under $5000. The Mayor said it will be under it.
It is just that he spoke to Charles today about this. This is
something he wanted to move forward on because we are doing the
sludge removal and we are incurring costs so if we can get our own
container, which presumably will B he thinks likely will be the
container that has already been modified by Marangi, because once
it is modified they have no other use for it so presumably they will
give it to us. But again it will be under that $5000 limit. A motion
authorizing the request was made by Trustee Meegan-Corrigan.

AYES: Mayor Dagan LaCorte
Trustee Charles Falciglia
Trustee Jo Meegan-Corrigan, Trustee John Meehan

NOES: None

ABSENT: Trustee Patricia Abato

The Mayor said again this part of the capital project to improve the
sewer plant which we are now entering our second full year. So the
motion is carried.

Mr. Sawicki said he had one additional item. He said he was
requesting authorization, in accordance with the Village education
policy, to enroll Mr. Albert Chamberlain in the Grade 2B water
license course at a cost of $225. This would be charged to account
F.8320.4400.0027. A motion authorizing the request was made by
Trustee Meegan-Corrigan, seconded by Trustee Falciglia.

AYES: Mayor Dagan LaCorte
Trustee Charles Falciglia
Trustee Jo Meegan-Corrigan, Trustee John Meehan

NOES: None

ABSENT: Trustee Patricia Abato

VILLAGE CLERK:
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A) SPECIAL PERMIT B AMERICAN LEGION B LIGHTOWER FIBER
TELECOMMUNICATIONS HUT B SET PUBLIC HEARING B FEBRUARY 9, 2012:

Village Clerk Virginia Menschner said we have a special permit from
the American Legion for a lightower fiber telecommunications hut.
She said we have to set a public hearing for that. The Mayor said
he had just one question on that. He said he assumes there is going
to be a building permit. Did we talk to Susan about that? The
Village Clerk said she thinks there is. Attorney Rice said they have
to get approval. The Mayor said he is just saying beyond that.
Building permit. Attorney Rice said yes, they are building a hut.
The Mayor said then also the assessor probably would need to be
informed that that becomes taxable property to the extent of that.
The Mayor said the American Legion is making money and we are going
to be making money. A motion to set a public hearing for February
9, 2012 at 7:15 p.m. was made by Trustee Meehan, seconded by Trustee
Meegan-Corrigan. Upon vote, the motion was carried.

B) LIFE INSURANCE B EMPLOYEES - $89,000 LIFE MAXIMUM:

The Village Clerk said the next item is our life insurance.
According to our rules and regulations it is supposed to be a
salaried life insurance. Some of our employees are now over $89,000
so we need a new motion on that. The Mayor said just to make sure
that it is in compliance with the contract, right? The Mayor said
we are also, just so the Board knows, we are also looking into life
insurance in general just to make sure since things are always
changing that everybody who should be covered is covered and to the
extent that they are supposed to be covered and also seeking
potentially better policies. The insurance business has become more
competitive in recent years but again we are at a stage where when
we do get bids, proposals, we will obviously bring it to the Board.
This is just a good time to take a look at it and fees and other
issues that come up. And again the cost of doing this is minimal.
He said we are talking 12 cents B the treasurer said 27 cents. The
Mayor said 27 a year or 27 a month. The treasurer said 27 a month.
The Mayor said there is like $40,000 in total so we are talking
about 8 dollars a month B something like $96 a year just so that we
can be in compliance. A motion authorizing the increase was made by
Trustee Meegan-Corrigan, seconded by Trustee Falciglia.

AYES: Mayor Dagan LaCorte
Trustee Charles Falciglia
Trustee Jo Meegan-Corrigan, Trustee John Meehan

NOES: None

ABSENT: Trustee Patricia Abato

FINANCE DEPARTMENT:

A) UPDATE:

Treasurer Tom Zordan said we paid our $140,000 for our firefighters
pension contribution. The medical insurance that we have through the
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Empire Plan B the rate went up effective January 1. The overall
increase was 3.3% and we did cover this in the budget. Of the
$1,421,624 in water and sewer billing from November we have
collected $1,331,000. So we’ve gotten about 95% collected so we are
doing pretty good. Last Friday, December 30, we sent out $533,000
worth of solid waste invoices and he would like to thank our Village
residents because a whole slew of them came in this morning, first
thing, and started paying. It is that time of year where we work on
our budget. Our budget worksheets were distributed to all department
heads on Friday, December 16, and they are to submit their budget
requests by January 13, 2012. And we will proceed from there. He
said he believes Gail and Kathy Van Sickle arranged to put the
budget timeline on the website. They got that taken care of. The
budget timeline should be on the website. He said we received our
share of the mortgage tax from Rockland County. It was $52,906 and
he is happy to say that it was $2110 more than the previous six
month period and hopefully that is showing that there is a turn
around for Rockland County. 

B) SET PUBLIC HEARING B SET UP A PUBLIC LAW TO OVERRIDE THE 2%
PROPERTY TAX CAP:

Treasurer Zordan said he was asking the Board to set a public
hearing to set up a public law to override the 2% property tax cap
and in doing so he is not guaranteeing that we will be over but what
happens is that it is a lengthy procedure in which he is asking
today for something just for a hearing for 30 days from now. Upon
that hearing, then we have to pass a local law and it all has to be
done before we can vote on our budget if we are going to exceed it.
So he just wants to have it in place and next month he will
hopefully have a better understanding of where we are at with the
potential tax increase so when we have this public hearing the
people will understand why we are doing this. The Mayor said he
would just like to note that last year our increase was 2.35% and
we have a very significant bill outstanding that really makes a big
determination which is the pension bill that we received from the
state. Last year they gave us a 40% increase. If you took that alone
that would have required us to raise taxes 5%. So if you take that
away. Considering that we actually lowered taxes because we were
able to offset that full increase. So again he knows it is a five
year average and hopefully that situation will see the bill and it
won’t be a large increase. And again the insurance was 11% last
year. Treasurer Zordan said yes, it was either 11 or 12% and, like
he said, this year it is 3.3%. Although 3.3% sounds like a low
percentage but on a million and a half dollar bill, 3.3 adds up real
fast. The Mayor said the pension bill last year was 1.2 million. The
treasurer said just a little bit under 1.2 million. The Mayor said
hopefully if that comes in at the same or a little bit less it will
be helpful for our budget situation. The Treasurer said as you said
the way it works is that New York State takes a five year rolling
average of whatever their returns are and based on that they do a
calculation and an actuary comes in and figures out how much money
is required to fund the pension of the remaining thirty year period
that they analyzed and believe it or not, the joke is if you don’t
know what an actuary is, well they are just a boring accountant. So
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far this year the rate of return for New York State is 7.68% so it
is heading upward in the right direction and if we could get a
couple of years of steady growth then we may see a decrease in our
pension costs. That is how it works. We can get a decrease. The
Mayor said the problem is that we still have that 2008 year in our
five year period in which the market was terrible. So obviously that
year still weighs on the overall return. When we get to a point when
that year drops out then the five year look back will be a lot more
positive, right? Treasurer Zordan said yes, that is correct. A
motion to set a public hearing for February 9, 2012 at 7:20 p.m. was
made by Trustee Meegan-Corrigan, seconded by Trustee Falciglia. Upon
vote, the motion was carried.

MAYOR:

The Mayor said there are a couple of items B one which we discussed
at the workshop B two that we have discussed at the workshop and the
other was the one the Mayor e-mailed everybody today about because
it came up. 

A)_BROOKER ENGINEERING, PLLC B LONERGAN DRIVE FORENSIC STUDY:

The Mayor said the first is the Brooker Engineering Lonergan Drive
forensic study to determine what happened B what caused the damage
to those four homes. There have been assertions that it was due to
some sewer pipes of ours and stuff like that. Our analysis conducted
by our engineer determined that that was not the case, however, we
felt that it was useful to engage an engineer to fully determine
why. The cost is $3700. In addition it could help the four
homeowners in determining, which we believe that there was another
cause for those two buildings to be almost destroyed outside of just
the flood because there are 75 buildings in the area and every
single one was flooded. Mr. Brooker separately, as a service to the
Village, inspected every single home B 150 units B at no charge.
More than half had no structural damage and those that did, aside
from those two buildings, four units, had very insignificant damage.
So the fact that these buildings were knocked off their foundations,
foundations were destroyed, and the fact that they are located
exactly opposite each other seems to suggest that something happened
other than just the flooding that happened to everyone. So again,
in addition to that, if this report can then be forwarded to state
insurance, who has been very helpful, but says that the insurance
companies refuse to pay if there is flooding because it is excluded
in their policy, and we can find some other reason that they will
then talk to the insurance companies and hopefully these people can
get some relief because it is just terrible what has happened to
them. And he would also like to thank Deputy Mayor Corrigan and the
woman behind the curtain, the wizard of oz herself, Elaine
Accocella, because they have spent countless hours. Obviously in
addition to our fire department, Chief Kanasky, police department,
everybody, but they have just continued to work every day with these
homeowners in dealing with their problems and on behalf of the
Board, he really appreciates it. The Mayor asked if there was a
motion to approve that study for $3700. The motion was made by
Trustee Meehan, seconded by Trustee Meegan-Corrigan.
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AYES: Mayor Dagan LaCorte
Trustee Charles Falciglia
Trustee Jo Meegan-Corrigan, Trustee John Meehan

NOES: None

ABSENT: Trustee Patricia Abato

The Mayor said these next two items we can take them separately. He
said he would discuss them together and we can vote on them
separately. He said that as everybody knows, we have a money in lieu
of recreation fund which is separate from the general fund. It is
funded when there is development or any subdivision in the Village.
The person subdividing the property is required to pay several
thousand dollars per unit to the Village since the argument is that
they are coming into the Village, using our recreation facilities
and they should contribute to it. So the fund has been used in the
past to do various infrastructure improvements in the Village.
Particularly in this situation the Suffern Midget Mounties, who
occupy our fields down at Cucolo Field, suffered severe damage to
their snack bar. It was destroyed. So they essentially need to
rebuild it. Again, they are putting in significant money. We own the
property. So it is a Village asset. It is not something that is
going to buy equipment for kids or fund any trip. It again is going
to fix up a structure which belongs to the Village. Similarly the
Suffern Little League has expended a significant amount of money in
repairing the fields. Part of their building was destroyed. A huge
amount of fencing, dug-outs, which they replaced everything. Again
these are our assets. Our great recreation facilities are something
which sets our Village above everybody else and they have expended
significant amount of funds to replace and repair what was damaged
during the storm. As a result they are asking us to make a payment
on their behalf for lighting. That is a $10,000 payment. Again these
are our lights. We own them. They pay for them. We own them. Good
deal. So it is again we are going to make that payment B or they are
asking that we make the payment on their behalf. 

Trustee Meehan asked if we are talking about paying the light bill
or are we talking about payment for new lights or replacement
lights. The Mayor said it is just paying the light bill. Trustee
Meehan said one of the things in regard to Little League, and he
thinks we have been very generous to them and he has no problem. But
he thinks that well over half of the children who participate in
Little League don’t live in the Village and it would seem - it would
be nice if Montebello, Airmont, Sloatsburg, Hillburn could make some
contributions to these facilities. We provide these facilities for
all these children. It is just a point. It is the same thing as the
hospital. We provide police and fire protection for what is a
regional facility.

The Mayor said he just wanted to make sure B he didn’t want to
confuse him. It is not for an electric bill. It is for the physical
lights. Trustee Meehan said that was the question. It is for the
physical lights. The Mayor said yes, he is sorry, the bill for the
lighting structures. It is an ongoing payment. It is not an electric
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bill. Trustee Meehan said okay. The Mayor said for that we couldn’t
do because that would be an ongoing operation. It has to be for
physical structures. Trustee Meegan-Corrigan asked if we got prices
on this from B did we get other proposals? The Mayor said it is an
ongoing contract. It was like a hundred and something thousand
dollar bill over x number of years and they make payments.
Essentially they borrowed money and they are paying it off like
anything else. The lights are extremely expensive. What they are
asking us to do is to make this payment that is upcoming for them
B or a portion of the payment. Trustee Meegan-Corrigan said okay.
Trustee Meehan so they can work on other things. The Mayor said
exactly. The Mayor said sorry if he wasn’t clear on that.

Trustee Falciglia said he had a question. The Midget Mounties are
putting in the difference on this $6300? The Mayor said yes. Trustee
Falciglia said okay. So it is $6345 and they are putting in the
difference into the structure. The Mayor said yes. And he kind of
explained to them that one thing about Little League is that they
are particularly good at really getting all their work down to
materials. That they do a lot of the work themselves. So he believes
again that we are not looking to just give out money here. We are
looking to make sure that the money goes directly towards fixing
things. So that is kind of a lot of the thinking behind it. And the
Mounties again are in a bad position because as everybody knows, the
entire field and snack bar was under water. And also, the Mayor
said, that we authorized it several months ago up to $4000 for a
storage unit. He said he thinks it may ultimately be significantly
less than that or even provided free. Baseball has a storage unit -
essentially a trailer of a truck that they keep up by our street
garage, which never floods. If that floods hop onto Noah’s ark
because we are all in trouble. And they keep a lot of stuff there.
The Mounties want one also so that way a lot of the equipment can
be stored up there outside of an area that floods so that while all
damage can’t be prevented at least some of it will be able to. So
that is something that they are working on and again if we can
prevent further damage that is what we want to do.

B) SUFFERN MIDGET MOUNTIES: $3000 B MONEY IN LIEU OF RECREATION FOR
REPAIRS TO SNACK BAR:

A motion authorizing the $3000 was made by Mayor LaCorte, seconded
by Trustee Falciglia.

AYES: Mayor Dagan LaCorte
Trustee Charles Falciglia
Trustee Jo Meegan-Corrigan, Trustee John Meehan

NOES: None

ABSENT: Trustee Patricia Abato

C) SUFFERN LITTLE LEAGUE: MONEY IN LIEU OF RECREATION - $10,000 FOR
LIGHTS:

A motion authorizing the $10,000 light payment was made by Trustee
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Meehan, seconded by Trustee Meegan-Corrigan.

AYES: Mayor Dagan LaCorte
Trustee Charles Falciglia
Trustee Jo Meegan-Corrigan, Trustee John Meehan

NOES: None

ABSENT: Trustee Patricia Abato

The Mayor told the treasurer that he believes the payment is due
pretty soon and he thinks a bill can be presented to him by someone
in the Little League. And again we can figure out how to do the
$3000 if we want to cut it directly for materials or whatever.

D)_CHIEF AND LIEUTENANT’S LABOR AGREEMENT:

The Mayor said the last item on the agenda was discussed at the
workshop. It is Police Chief Osborn and Lieutenant Boskoski’s labor
agreement. Their contract we renew each year. The terms of the
agreement are unchanged from last year. The Mayor said he believes
all the Board was given copies and what we are asking is to do a one
year agreement starting from December 1, 2011 B the Village Clerk
said she has February 1 B the Attorney said it should be December
B it should be determined by the term of the Village Board. The
Mayor said it would be December 1 of this Village Board B December
1, 2011 to November 30, 2012. A motion approving the agreement was
made by Trustee Meegan-Corrigan, seconded by Trustee Meehan.

AYES: Mayor Dagan LaCorte
Trustee Charles Falciglia
Trustee Jo Meegan-Corrigan, Trustee John Meehan

NOES: None

ABSENT: Trustee Patricia Abato

A motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:40 p.m. was made by Trustee
Meegan-Corrigan, seconded by Trustee Meehan. Upon vote, the motion
was carried.


