
Village Board Meeting
Wednesday, September 9, 2015 - 7:30 p.m.

A regular Village Board meeting was held on the above date at 7:30
p.m. with the following members present:

PRESENT: Mayor Patricia Abato
Trustee Frank Hagen, Trustee Robert Morris
Trustee Edward Markunas, Trustee Jo Meegan-Corrigan

ALSO PRESENT: Virginia Menschner, Village Clerk
Terry Rice, Village Attorney

ABSENT: None

The Mayor welcomed everyone to the Village Board meeting of
September 9, 2015.

SET DATES FOR OCTOBER 2015 MEETINGS:

The Mayor said the first item on the agenda is to set the dates for
the October, 2015 meeting. The workshop will be September 30 at
7:00 p.m. and the Board meeting will be Monday, October 5 at 7:30
p.m.

FIRE DEPARTMENT:

Michael Lepori, the assistant chief, said everything in the fire
department is going well. He asked if anyone had any questions. The
Mayor said just a quick update the fire department will be going on
September 15 - the truck committee. Chief Lepori said the truck
committee on the 15th will be going out to do a final inspection.
The Mayor said yes, on the 15th they will be going out to
Pennsylvania to do a walk-around of the truck and they will be
reporting back to the Village Board as to what they see when they
get back.

CULTURE AND RECREATION:

Mrs. Cathy Mills said good evening to everybody. She said since the
last Board meeting they haven’t had many recreation activities.
Their huge activity for the summer was the pool and the pool was
open this past weekend for Labor Day on Saturday, Sunday and
Monday. So they closed successfully on Monday afternoon at 6:00
p.m. She thanked everyone very much for all of their support with
the pool this summer. She said they had a lot of wonderful
responses for the pool including the water temperature, and she
thanks Charles and all the water department and DPW for all their
hard work over the summer. The pool looked good this summer and it



was just a joy. She said she was very happy with the pool. The
Mayor said she just wanted to mention that she has gotten a lot of
calls with regards to lifeguards this year so we thank them very
much for all of their hard work and professionalism that they
showed at the pool in going above and beyond in many occasions to
help out residents. So thank you very much for being the leader in
that. She said she knows that that has a lot to do with the way the
guards conduct themselves so thank you for that. Mrs. Mills thanked
her and said it was a very good summer.

Mrs. Mills said a few upcoming events that they have: this Friday
will be their September 11th ceremony and it will be at Donna
Hallett Park at 7:00 p.m. and it will be a candlelight ceremony so
everybody is welcome to that. They have this Saturday, September 12
- the Midget Mounties will be having a parade and bonfire down at
the ballfield. The line up for the parade will begin here at
Village Hall and will go down Lafayette Avenue. The parade will
start at 7:15 and then the bonfire is expected to go off at 8:00
p.m. As per the last meeting the fire department will be on hand
and there will be a lot of great activity at the ballfield that
night. So it will be a fun night. She said the street fair is next
Sunday, September 20. That is with the Chamber of Commerce. The
time is 10 to 5. Suffern Day is coming up - it is less than 3 weeks
away so 2 ½ weeks on Saturday, September 26 and it is from 11 to 3
down at the ballfield and then that evening there will be fireworks
starting at 6:30 and then 8 o’clock we will have the fireworks. She
said we have one of our well-known residents, Mike Blau, will be
there with Country Fresh. He will be the band that evening so they
are looking forward to having them. She said we have our DJ -
Ceasar Munoz and his group are going to be there. Very excited to
have Suffern Day. She said so we have a lot of civic organizations.
She said they are getting calls daily from restaurants and they
have a lot of nice sponsors this year so it is going very, very
well. So they are looking forward to Suffern Day.

Mrs. Mills said the window painting - the annual window painting -
for grades 6, 7 and 8 will be on Saturday, October 17 and it will
start off at the community center at 10:00 a.m. and then go down to
the Village shops. It is always a great event for the middle school
group and they are looking forward to that. She said they have the
Halloween Parade. They are very excited for that this year. It is
going to be on Sunday, October 25. It will be at 2:00 p.m. and they
are reaching out to a lot of different groups. They are expecting
a large crowd for the parade so they are looking forward to that.
The Veterans Day Parade, and she knows that Virginia will be
speaking of it - she said they got a letter from the American
Legion for Wednesday, November 11 at 11 o’clock starting here at
Village Hall and then going to the Soldier’s Monument. The
Christmas Parade will be Saturday, December 5 and the time they
have to discuss. She will get back to them at the next meeting when
the time will be. That is throughout the Village. The Pearl Harbor
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ceremony will be on Sunday, December 6 and that is at 2 o’clock
here in the Village auditorium. And then they will be selling
tickets shortly for Elf the Musical at Madison Square Garden and
they will start putting up signs for that show. It will be on
Sunday, December 13. The Mayor thanked her.

GRANT WRITER:

A) Resolution - to accept 2015 CDBG Award of $100,000 (Orange
Avenue Sidewalk Project)

Mr. Fred Rella said he had one item tonight and that is the
resolution to accept the contract for the Community Development
Block Grant which is the sidewalk, curb and driveway apron project 
which would be to replace those which would be along Orange Avenue
from Oliver Street heading south towards New Jersey all the way to
the end of the point park. The Mayor said to Mr. Rella that before
we go any further she just wanted to let the Board know that she
has been speaking with Charles Sawicki, our Department of Public
Works supervisor and they think it is very important in looking at
the area on so many different occasions that the project be done in
its completion - although some of the Board members had some
reservations about it because it went $7,000 over the $100,000 from
the Community Development Block Grant and the $10,000 - reflecting
the 10% that the Village would be responsible for to just do
portions of it. And she thinks it is very important since we have
such a wonderful relationship and we are awarded such wonderful
grants and this year one of the highest grants that they awarded
that when we give a scope of our project that we adhere to that.
She said she thinks that they look at that favorably and also that
we use the monies to complete those projects. So that being said
she and Charles met and they talked at length about it and Charles
was able to call over to the DOT today and with good news they were
informed that they were able to use CHIPS money, which we have, to
be able to fund the overage of $7,200 - she thinks it was if she is
not mistaken - something in that ballpark - that we can utilize our
CHIPS money for that. So there would be no borrowing, it would be
no burden on the Village. So she wants the Board members to have
that information before we vote on accepting this money as she
thinks it is important. It is a gateway into our community and she
thinks it is important to keep it looking nicely. People do utilize
point park and she thinks it is wonderful so having those sidewalks
done in completion she thinks is very important.

Trustee Morris said he has a question then. He said the grant was
for $100,000. We had to put up $10,000. We are $7,000 over which
his feeling is it shouldn’t be awarded. The contract should be cut
back to its original amount of $110,000. The CHIPS money - he said
he spoke with Mike and unless he is mistaken the CHIPS money is
debt money. We have to borrow that Mike? The Mayor said no. Trustee
Morris said to let Mike answer it. Mr. Genito said the CHIPS money
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is state aid. It is consolidated highway improvement program money.
The Village gets a certain amount each year. It is about $112,000
and change and currently we have that coming into the general fund
so if we use that money for this project, as was mentioned, we
wouldn’t have to borrow it and we could use the 17,000, our 10,000,
plus the additional or whatever amount you want, and he would
suggest then we have a resolution authorizing us to transfer that
to the capital project. Trustee Markunas said $17,000 or the
$7,000? Mr. Genito said he would say the $17,000 - Trustee Markunas
said out of the CHIPS fund. Mr. Genito said out of the CHIPS fund.
Trustee Markunas asked what is the total that we have in the CHIPS
fund. Mr. Genito said for this year about $112,000. We have about
the same amount left over from last year. So we have about $240,000
- $225,000 all together. $225,000 that is available. The Mayor
asked if there were any other questions from the Board.

The Mayor said we would need someone to motion to accept the award
of $100,000 from CDBG for the Orange Avenue Sidewalk Project. A
motion was made by Trustee Meegan-Corrigan, seconded by Mayor
Abato.

AYES: Mayor Patricia Abato
Trustee Robert Morris who said he really has a problem.
This wasn’t what Mike and he had talked - it is being
given to them in a different vein right now and it is
bothering him. But again we talked about other budgets
and capital improvements going over budget and resulting
in us having to borrow money. So he is for the $110,000
and he is not for the $7,000 and he will approve the
$110,000 but he won’t approve the $117,000.

The Mayor said that this is just on accepting the
$100,000 from CDBG to complete the Orange Avenue sidewalk
project. Trustee Morris said that is fine. The $100,000
grant yes. The Mayor said so you say yes. Trustee Morris
said absolutely.
Trustee Frank Hagen, Trustee Edward Markunas
Trustee Jo Meegan-Corrigan

NOES: None

ABSENT: None

VILLAGE ATTORNEY:

Attorney Terry Rice said as we discussed at the workshop meeting
last week for a number of years we have been working towards
implementing a zone specifically designed for the hospital. We had
been asking their cooperation for a number of years and then two or
three years ago they agreed. He said we were working on it for a
period of time and the hospital then took it off the table for a
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while while they satisfied the neighbors concerns. They went back
to the planning board and with all the planning work that had been
done the planning board recommended approval of the local law. So
at this point we are now starting the process with the Board of
Trustees probably going towards a hearing on the local law itself
in November. He said at this point, as we discussed last week, it
would be appropriate for the Board of Trustees to declare
themselves lead agency under the State Environmental Quality Review
Act which we would then send out a notice to all the other involved
agencies stating that you want to be the lead agency for making the
determination under the State Environmental Quality Review Act and
if nobody objects, which is likely to be the case, thirty days
hence, you can then confirm your status as lead agency. So we would
need a motion to that effect. A motion to declare the Board as lead
agency was made by Trustee Morris, seconded by Trustee Hagen.

AYES: Mayor Patricia Abato
Trustee Robert Morris, Trustee Frank Hagen
Trustee Edward Markunas, Trustee Jo Meegan-Corrigan

NOES: None

ABSENT: None

The Mayor said we just have to back up a little bit. She said we
just need to do the resolution on the CDBG. The Mayor asked the
Village Clerk what the resolution number is. The Village Clerk said
she thinks it is Resolution Number 18 which is authorizing Virginia
to certify the resolution was adopted at a regular meeting for the
$100,000 from the CDBG and that the Village will contribute an
additional $10,000.

VILLAGE OF SUFFERN

RESOLUTION NO.  18, 2015

Authorizing Resolution:

I, Virginia Menschner, Village Clerk of the Village of Suffern, New
York, do hereby certify that the following resolution was adopted
at a regular meeting of the Village Board held on September 9, 2015
and is on file and of record, and that said resolution has not been
altered, amended or revoked and is in full force and effect.

RESOLVED:

That Patricia Abato, as Mayor of the Village of Suffern, is hereby
authorized and directed to sign the FY 2015 Subrecipient Agreement
(between the County of Rockland and the Village of Suffern) for
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accepting and administering the FY2015 Community Development Block
Grant Program for the Orange Avenue Sidewalk Project in the amount
of $100,000.  The Village of Suffern will contribute an additional
10% ($10,000) of the total project awarded thus bringing the total
project cost to $110,000.

The foregoing motion was made by Trustee Morris, seconded by
Trustee Meegan-Corrigan. 

AYES: Mayor Patricia Abato
Trustee Robert Morris, Trustee Frank Hagen
Trustee Edward Markunas, Trustee Jo Meegan-Corrigan

NOES: None

ABSENT: None

POLICE DEPARTMENT:

A) Update:

Chief Clarke Osborn said just a quick update and he has a couple of
things to vote on. He said he does apologize for the late notice
that came yesterday. He said he e-mailed and texted them on a
couple of updates and a couple of things that they need from the
department that came to his attention late. So he does apologize
for that. He said this Saturday he invites all of you - the
audience and obviously the Board - up to the DARE hockey rink. He
said they have their Celebrate America day. He said he was just up
there. He said they probably had 150 kids up there tonight with
their parents. Great night. Practice is getting set up and he wants
to thank Joe Hunt and his crew and Charles for basically taking
care of the rink. They put trex wood, new glass boards and they put
bunting and flags up today and it looks fantastic so he wants to
thank them for that. The events are going to be going all day - the
barbecue is 11:30 to 3 and they will be starting games about 9
o’clock so they will be there all day. So he wants to thank them
for the support of that. He said some of the things they have been
working at - they have been doing distracted driving details which
is drivers who are texting as well as on their cell phones. He said
they did that on Lafayette Avenue with very good results with the
numerous offenses that were observed and action was taken upon. He
said one of the areas that they have been focusing on, which he
will bring up in a minute is radar on Parkside Drive. He said he
got a lot of complaints from Parkside and they are legitimate
complaints. People come down the hill towards the YMCA building and
they are going at a good clip. So they have been enforcing the
radar pretty heavily and he will bring something to a motion in a
moment if the Board could assist him with it. He said they will be
selling K-9 shirts at the street fair as well as at the Celebrate
America day. All the proceeds will go to Lou Venturini and his K-9
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unit and our K-9 Patriot. He said they have also worked with the
code enforcers and building inspectors and they continually work
with them to target locations that they feel have problems with
overcrowding. Property maintenance - they do that on a daily basis.

The Chief said he had a couple of things he will ask them to vote
on and he does apologize these went on yesterday. He said he
thought he notified them but he generally liked to give them more
time than this.

B) Accept Resignation of Part-Time Dispatcher:

Chief Osborn said that Pete Campanelli is one of our part-time
dispatchers. He said that Pete retired. He was a fireman in New
York City and took a part-time dispatch job with us. He moved to
Florida. He moved his family to Florida recently. So Pete obviously
resigned at that point and the Chief is asking the Board to accept
the resignation of Pete Campanelli part-time non-competitive
dispatch position. A motion accepting the resignation was made by
Trustee Morris, seconded by Trustee Hagen. Upon vote, the motion
was carried.

C) Appoint Part-Time Dispatcher:

Chief Osborn said he would also ask that the Board appoint part-
time dispatcher Aaron Fried pending clearance from the Rockland
County Department of Personnel. He said Aaron has worked for us
before and he has worked with the Village of Monroe police
department as well as a dispatcher. The Chief said we like Aaron
very much. He did a great job. He said the only issue we had back
in the day was that he needed to work midnights instead of 4 to 12
and days because he has another job. And this is actually perfect
because midnight is where we need him and this position basically
blocks a lot of overtime by a part-time dispatcher. It is a lot
cheaper to have a part-time dispatcher then to pay overtime at
midnight. So he would ask the Board to appoint Aaron pending
clearance from the Rockland County Department of Personnel. A
motion was made by Trustee Meegan-Corrigan, seconded by Trustee
Morris. Trustee Markunas said he had a question. He asked about the
financial impact - he asked Mr. Genito if he would be able to
answer if there would be any financial impact or difference in pay
increase - anything to go along with it. Mr. Genito said he thinks
as the Chief mentioned whenever we have a part-time dispatcher on
duty as opposed to a full-time police officer on overtime it is
going to be a positive impact. Trustee Markunas said hired at the
same rate of pay. Chief Osborn said yes. He said what they are
looking to do is they are looking to just replace the spot that is
leaving. Mr. Campanelli basically prevented a ton of overtime at
midnights. So it will be the same rate of pay. Everything the same.
Trustee Markunas thanked him. The Mayor said she is happy to
appoint Aaron Fried. She has confirmation and a second. Upon vote,
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the appointment was approved.

D) Set Public Hearing - Speed Limit on Parkside Drive:

Chief Osborn said the last thing is that back in 2010, 2011, and
2012 he proposed several streets to have their speed limits dropped
to the lowest we can drop them by law on a Village road which is 25
mph. Obviously Wayne Avenue, Lafayette Avenue, and Orange Avenue
are state roads and the state dictates the speed limits on those
roads and we really don’t have much say. However, on Village roads
the lowest we can go is 25. He said we did all the roads around it
and why Parkside Drive was not on it he doesn’t know. He thought we
did but he just did not locate a resolution or a local law. So he
is asking to set a public hearing for next month to drop the speed
limit on Parkside from 30 to 25 to assist us in enforcing these
speeding offenses that we have been getting. Trustee Morris said
that Parkside is a narrow street. Would it make sense to reduce it
even more? Someone answered that we can’t. Chief Osborn said he is
with Trustee Morris but the state only lets local villages lower to
25 unless it is a school zone like on Washington here or in front
of Connor which is 15. Trustee Morris said okay. Chief Osborn said
the state dictates that as well. But he is with him 100% on that.
But that is the lowest we can go. A motion to set a public hearing
for 7:40 p.m. on October 5 was made by Trustee Hagen, seconded by
Trustee Meegan-Corrigan. Upon vote, the motion was carried.

Chief Osborn thanked them and said he hoped to see them on
Saturday. He hopes they come up and say hello to them and have
something to eat.

7:45 P.M. - PUBLIC HEARING - ESTABLISHING A HANDICAPPED PARKING
SPACE ON CHESTNUT STREET:

Attorney Terry Rice said very simply it is on the west side of
Chestnut street forty feet south of Lafayette Avenue. The Mayor
asked if anyone would like to speak. Trustee Hagen said you just
moved it from one side to the other basically? Chief Osborn said
that was brought to his attention by the Chamber of Commerce. All
it is is moving it from the east side to the west side. It is right
across the street. That was the recommendation. The good thing is
if somebody needs it and has a hard time with accessibility with
walking it is not going to make much of a difference. It is still
going to be there for them. The Mayor asked if anyone else would
like to speak. A motion to close the public hearing was made by
Trustee Meegan-Corrigan, seconded by Trustee Hagen. Upon vote, the
motion was carried.

VILLAGE OF SUFFERN

LOCAL LAW NO.  9   OF 2015
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A LOCAL LAW AMENDING SECTION 254-67 OF THE
CODE OF THE VILLAGE OF SUFFERN

ESTABLISHING A HANDICAPPED PARKING SPACE ON
CHESTNUT STREET

BE IT ENACTED by the Board of Trustees of the Village of
Suffern as follows:

Section 1.  Section 254-67 of the Code of the Village of
Suffern, Schedule XVII: Handicapped Parking Spaces, is hereby
amended by adding after:

Chestnut Street West 15 Minutes In front
of U.S.
Post 
Office 170
feet north
of
Lafayette
Avenue 

is amended to provide as follows:

Chestnut Street West 40 feet
south of 
Lafayette
Avenue

Section 2.  This Local Law shall take effect immediately
upon filing with the Secretary of State.

A motion to adopt Local Law No. 9 was made by Trustee Morris,
seconded by Trustee Meegan-Corrigan.

AYES: Mayor Patricia Abato
Trustee Robert Morris, Trustee Frank Hagen
Trustee Edward Markunas, Trustee Jo Meegan-Corrigan

NOES: None

ABSENT: None

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS:

A) Personnel:

Mr. Charles Sawicki said that he had a personnel item that he
wanted to address to the Board. He said that Mr. Scott Brown, an
MEO2, retired in July. He said the remaining balance of the
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schedule of salary and wages from the refuse department slated for
him is $24,135. This remaining balance will allow a newly hired
laborer to work 36 weeks during fiscal 2016 starting the week of
September 20, 2015. Mr. Sawicki requested the Mayor to appoint Mr.
Gabriel A. Vasquez to the vacant laborer position in the refuse
department. Mr. Vasquez has been approved by the Rockland County
Personnel, is a resident of Suffern and has a CDL driver’s license.
The pay rate for this position is $16.68 per hour with a starting
date of September 21, 2015. The Mayor said she will appoint Mr.
Vasquez. She asked for a motion to confirm. Trustee Meegan-Corrigan
made the motion to confirm, seconded by Mayor Abato.

AYES: Mayor Patricia Abato
Trustee Jo Meegan-Corrigan

NOES: Trustee Robert Morris, Trustee Frank Hagen
Trustee Edward Markunas

ABSENT: None

The motion was not carried. 

Mr. Sawicki said the CDBG Orange Avenue sidewalk and curb project
will require a NYS DOT permit. The DOT is requiring the submittal
of CAD drawings showing the full extent of the work. Mr. Sawicki
requested authorization to issue a purchase order to Brooker
Engineering for professional services to provide the required CAD
drawings in the amount not to exceed $1,000. NYS DOT CHIPS funds
will be utilized for this cost. The Mayor asked if he wanted to put
the total cost of the CHIPS funds that he was requesting. Mr.
Sawicki said for this item it would be not to exceed $1,000. The
Mayor said you can put the engineering too so it would be $18,260
that would be coming out of CHIPS. So what is that total amount to
transfer. Mr. Sawicki said including the amount over the $100,000?
The Mayor said yes, the 10% plus the $7,000. Mr. Sawicki said he
believes it is $18,250 and change. He said he is not sure of the
exact number. He said he thinks he might have it here somewhere.
Mr. Sawicki said it should be $18,260. That would be inclusive of
this $1,000 not to exceed figure. The Mayor said and that would be
a $10,000 contribution by the Village and then $7,260 for the
extra. A motion approving it was made by Trustee Meegan-Corrigan,
seconded by Mayor Abato.

AYES: Mayor Patricia Abato said she was voting yes. She said
she has to be honest with them. This is not something
that we went over budget on. This is a project that
needed to go out to bid. She doesn’t feel that the
Trustees understand how this program works. She said we
were awarded $100,000 for the project. That doesn’t mean
that the project is only $100,000. It just means that
CDBG will put $100,000 towards the project and that we
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are responsible to at least contribute $10,000 to it. So
by no means are we going over budget on anything. When
the bids came in the bids came in and our lowest bid was
$117,200 and whatever dollars and that was the lowest bid
and all of the other bids were significantly higher. So
she thinks it really is a sad day for Suffern when we
have the money in our CHIPS fund and it is something that
would really be investing in the residents Village that
we will be unable to complete this project. To do
portions of this project would just be horrendous to pick
and choose what portions you are going to do and not do
when for an additional $7,000 we could have the project
done correctly and probably get thirty or forty years out
of the sidewalks. So she said to Mr. Sawicki that she is 
sorry.

Trustee Markunas said we are still going to be short going up
Orange Avenue on proper curbing also, is that correct? Even if we
went through with the project. If we went forward with the project
from point park to Oliver Street we are still leaving the rest of
the Village street from Oliver Street up to Lafayette Avenue
without additional new curbing. Is that correct? Mr. Sawicki said
we would love to be able to do it but we just don’t have the
finances. Trustee Markunas said right. So would we be able to scale
back some of the new curbing and sidewalks and fall within the
$110,000. Mr. Sawicki said he doesn’t know how you can scale back
the curb in that area. We are going from point A to point B. He
said he thinks we talked about this before we are essentially
backing into this number. Trustee Markunas said right. Mr. Sawicki
said he doesn’t know how we could ever possibly get a bid for
$110,000. It just never could happen. He said he thinks that the
bid we did receive, the low bid, was an extremely aggressive bid
from the contractor. You can see the other bids were quite a bit
higher. He said he thinks if we don’t do it now it is only going to
cost us a lot more money later on particularly if we have to come
back and do some work and replace the sidewalk later on. He said we
are duplicating the site restoration work. The contractor is going
to have to put funds in there, built-ins - a contingency is you
will because he is going to most likely damage the sidewalk that
has - Trustee Markunas said that is something we didn’t put into
the budget either - the contingency or overages on this particular
job going up to Oliver Street. Is that correct? Mr. Sawicki said
sorry. What’s that? Trustee Markunas said is there an overage - can
you expect an overage in the work, in the scope of work, while they
start this project they might encounter an overage. Mr. Sawicki
said what he did do, and he believes we spoke of this, he got
together with the contractor. This project is based on estimated
quantities - Trustee Markunas said right - Mr. Sawicki said and
unit costs. He said he did ask the contractor to look at it very
closely. She did agree with his quantities and felt it was maybe a
couple hundred dollars either way. He said he will keep a close eye
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on it as he has with other projects with utilizing curbs and
sidewalks. That is what we have to do to make sure that we stay
within the allotted amount of money you have. And that is what we
would do on this project. Trustee Markunas asked if it would be
beneficial to go up to Boynton? Mr. Sawicki said he doesn’t see -
he said we are talking $7,000. He said he just doesn’t understand.
Trustee Markunas said okay. Thank you.

Mr. Fred Rella said he just wants to make the Board aware that the
Rockland County Office of Community Development - we have a very
good working relationship with them. There were approximately 29
awards. We were awarded the highest amount, again, of all the
monies that were awarded by this agency. If you don’t spend the
money they will not award us money next year. You have to spend so
much of the money a year - like 50% of the money - otherwise our
application is going to be denied. Trustee Markunas said 50% of
this award? Mr. Rella said he doesn’t know the exact figure but it
is approximately within that area. Trustee Markunas said okay. Mr.
Rella said what we are doing is we are jeopardizing our
relationship with this board which awards money year after year and 
it has done some fantastic things - everything from our community
center that you see downtown to Andy Haggerty Park - that property
was purchased by it. Many, many wonderful projects have been done
so arguing over $7,000 when it is CHIPS money - just take into
consideration for the future as well. Trustee Markunas and the
Mayor thanked him.

NOES: Trustee Robert Morris said again he is voting no because
the funds are $100,000 and our $10,000. Again we are
$7,000 over. We incurred quite a bit of debt from other
capital projects running over budget and again it has to
stop at some place so he has no problem moving $10,000
from the CHIPS fund to cover the cost of our 10% but not
for the additional money. The Mayor said so your vote is
no. 
Trustee Frank Hagen, Trustee Edward Markunas

AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION:

The Mayor said we are at audience participation. If there is anyone
who would like to speak please come up to the microphone, state
your name and address for the record. 

Jim Giannettino of 2 Memorial Drive said one simple request. He
said this is the third year in a row he has requested that the
speed limit signs be put up on Memorial Drive which were changed 2
½ years ago to 25 miles per hour. He said we put up stop signs in
the course of two weeks from the last meeting. He said he doesn’t
understand what the burden is to put up two speed limit signs. He
said he is not even going to ask you about the speed humps because
that was approved 2 ½ years ago also. He said he doesn’t understand
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what the problem is. Why can’t we get a couple of speed limit
signs. He said he would like an answer. The Mayor said thank you
and she will bring it to the Department of Public Works attention.
Mr. Giannettino said excuse me? The Mayor said she will bring it to
the Department of Public Works attention. Mr. Giannettino said he
thinks it has been done a few times.

Paul Gerard of 2 Cross Street said he didn’t intend to talk about
this but let’s get the sidewalk project done and let’s do it right.
Maybe we should take the next project and leave the broken sidewalk
in front of your homes. This is a $100,000 that fell into your lap
- whoever did the work to get the grant - and you guys are fighting
over pennies on a very large project. Let’s do it right. Because as
you said we do and break in there and finish this separate section
on a new project it is only going to cost you more money. So please
- Trustee Morris asked if he could answer that question for him.
Mr. Gerard said go ahead - he said it is not a question but go
ahead. Trustee Morris said well, your statement. He said he went
out and he walked the Orange Avenue portion from the park to Oliver
Street and he walked it all the way down to Chestnut Street and he
gave the DPW Director an alternative if you will. If you go down
and walk that you are going to find that probably 85% of the
sidewalk down there is fine. It is not in disrepair. He said 15 or
20% of it you may have some broken pieces, you may have some that
are uneven which he understands has to be repaired. The alternative
that he suggested to the DPW director was to take - they are going
to repave that entire street. So we are going to put curbs in up to
Oliver Place. DOT is going to come in and they are going to repave
the street and then at some point we are going to rip up the broken
curbs, which by the way exist all the way up to Ace Hardware - the
motorcycle place has blue stone on his curb - he doesn’t need
replacement. But if you walk along Orange Avenue you are going to
find that the curb stone in most of the areas is down almost even
with the road. The suggestion to the DPW was let’s rip up all the
curbs. It would have cost $56,000 by his numbers to do this. DOT
would have come in and repaved the road, resealed it and it was a
finished job. The balance of the money, which would be $60,000 or
$64,000 or something like that, to go back and take the bad slabs
os concrete and replace all of them. It was one suggestion. Like he
said. You have to go down and walk it and you will see that the
curbs themselves are the tripping hazards. The sidewalks, from
Chestnut to the park, if you found 15% of them, maybe 100 linear
feet is in need of repair, actually. That’s why we are arguing
about this. It is not the amount of money. He said they are well
aware that the money is not ours. But we would like to spend it to
get the maximum benefit from it.

The Mayor said to Trustee Morris did you sit down with Mr. Sawicki
about the sidewalks? Trustee Morris said he was sorry. He couldn’t
hear her. The Mayor said did you sit down with Mr. Sawicki with
your suggestion? Trustee Morris said yes he did - twice. The Mayor
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said okay. Did he explain to you that when you replace, and she is
no engineer and she hopes that he doesn’t profess to be one either,
but what she learned was when you replace portions of sidewalks and
there is existing sidewalks there already they don’t evenly match.
So in order for the safety aspect of the sidewalk and because we
have been given this wonderful gift to be able to do so to
uniformly put the sidewalks in would seem to be a very moot point
that you have when you are talking about a safety aspect or when
you are talking about $7,000 of money that belongs to this Village
for beautification of it, for safety, for sidewalks and for the
roadways. She said she thinks it is a small price to pay to be able
to have something that looks uniform and looks nice in this
Village. She said she thinks we owe our residents at least that
much. But the explanation she was given was that, and Joe is here
in the room and Charles, that when you replace sidewalks and weave
patches in between they don’t always meet up correctly and they can
cause safety trip hazards. She asked if that was correct? The Mayor
asked Joe Hunt to come up to the microphone. Trustee Morris said
Mr. Sawicki is here. The Mayor said Mr. Hunt is the one - Trustee
Morris said we had the discussion - Mr. Sawicki and him. The Mayor
said Mr. Hunt is the one who gave her the information so if you
don’t mind she would like him to make sure that she is correct in
what she stated. And Charles can speak after that. And she thinks
that Mr. Sawicki did mention that at the workshop as well. Mr. Hunt
said replacement of the sidewalk is a little higher elevation than
the curb for water runoff into the culvert which takes the water to
the basins. To try to make new sidewalks with old sidewalks you can
see what they have done at the DPW. They tried bringing the
elevation up but now they have flooding conditions on the mating of
the old sidewalks to the new. In the winter time it becomes icing
conditions. Is the homeowner responsible for something that we do
on a cheaper end or do we do it right and eliminate all hazards. He
said again this is a positive thing. Mr. Turco is here to talk
about point park and if we do the sidewalk and he does his
prettiness we are a win-win at the beginning of Suffern. But again
the safety concerns he has with trying to mend old to new is only
going to cause us grief in the long run. Trustee Morris said yes,
there was an issue of drainage and Charles and he talked about
that. Trustee Morris said there is no argument about it. But these
are the very same conditions that exist now and as a matter of fact
if you want to go over to Point Park and you go on the Washington
Avenue side of it there are two slabs of concrete that are raised
six or eight inches out of the ground because he guesses from a
root of a tree and that is a genuine safety hazard. He said we have
uneven sidewalks now and all he is simply saying was that he thinks
the project could have been better planned to make more of a goal
than what it is going to accomplish. It is that simple. He said
again everybody has opinions. You have one, Charles has one, he has
one and obviously the Mayor has one. The argument doesn’t come -
you want to do it your way. Charles sent us an e-mail and fine -
that is the way he wants to do it. He is the DPW director. Trustee
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Morris said he has no problem with that. He said the only issue he
had was once again was the overage on the budgeted amount. The
Mayor said this was not a budget. You need to understand how the
program works. It is not a budget. You have to understand how the
program works. The Mayor said we submit a project. CDBG - it still
could have been $117,000 and Community Development Block Grant
could have only been $50,000. Trustee Morris said so what would you
have spent - $117,000. The Mayor said so that is a decision we
needed to make. We are not talking about $60,000. We are talking
about $7,000. And you are saying to me well the conditions already
exist anyway. So no big deal? She said she has a problem with that.
If we can do something about a safety or hazard issue and we are
not doing our due diligence, she has a problem with that. Trustee
Markunas said you are right and he would like to say something here
though based upon this information is that over the past years and
the deficits that we have incurred this is increasing into our
deficit once again. The Mayor said again you are not understanding.
Trustee Markunas said he understands the process. He understands
the overage. The Mayor said it is not putting us in a deficit. It
is not an overage. It is what the project costs. Trustee Markunas
said he understands that’s what the project costs. The Mayor said
you do not understand it.

Mr. Gerard said we have the funds. He said gentlemen, honestly,
pick your battles. Come on. You come in here every month, time and
time again, and it is always no with you guys. And listen he
respects the fact that you are trying to keep expenses down. And
listen - that is why he comes here every single month because he is
concerned about that too but we have this money in the budget. You
guys want to fund 97% of a project and you only have to pay about -
he doesn’t know - 12, 15% of it? Come on. Pick your battles. He
said we all have to do it. He has to do it in the office. He said
we all have to do it with our spouse, with our ex-spouse, our kids
- come on. You guys say no to everything. You are against -
everything is down party lines. Nobody is an independent - the
three of you guys - nobody is independently thinking. We have this
money. Let’s do the project right. You want to worry about budget?
Listen. He is looking at budget numbers right here. He said you
know what our public safety costs went up from last budget to this
budget? $300,000. Do you know how much our benefits went up?
$560,000. Fight that one. Let’s work on that. Let’s not work on
$7,000.

Mr. Gerard said don’t worry Mayor. He said he is not going to come
in here and ask you where you are on City of Suffern. It has only
been two weeks, but. The Mayor said she does have something to say
about it under her portion. Mr. Gerard asked her if she wanted to
say that first? The Mayor said sure, she would be happy to. She
said we have made a lot of progress on it and in speaking with
Terry and thinking it over she would like to, at this time, form a
citizens committee to go over what is entailed in the City of
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Suffern to have them have input in the process as well as any Board
members that would like to be involved. The hard work has been
completed. Terry has done a great job in getting all of the details
together. But she would like to ask for volunteers to come forward
to volunteer their time to work with us in making the final
proposal for the City of Suffern. She said she is very excited
about it. She thinks it is something that is very beneficial to our
Village. The Mayor said this way we can make sure we crunch all of
our numbers and we have a complete picture of what our residents
concerns are when she presents her proposal for the City of
Suffern. Deputy Mayor Jo Corrigan has put an awful lot of time into
this previous to her coming back onto the Board so we are very,
very excited about it and we are looking forward to any and all
resident volunteers who would like to be part of the process. Mr.
Gerard said okay, that is great. He would be happy to volunteer.

Mr. Gerard said on this topic - he said to Mr. Morris that he took
his suggestion and he went and looked at the tax bill. He said that
Trustee Morris had gone through that the last time. Mr. Gerard said
just to be clear for everybody - the tax bill that comes - that is
due in January - is for county, special district, town, and it says
public safety but we don’t pay that because it is from the Town of
Ramapo so that piece is off. Mr. Gerard said to Mr. Morris that all
the services that you listed last time are on that bill. However,
it is on the county portion and the special district portion of the
bill. The town piece of the bill is down towards the bottom where
it says general town. And on that one it says that we are paying
9.618 per 1,000 assessed value. So this is exclusive of the county,
the medicaid, the ambulance, the hazardous - all that stuff that
you had listed. This is a separate section of that bill. 9.618 per
1,000. Now, if he looks at our Village budget that is posted on the
website, and Mr. Genito can correct him if he is looking at this
incorrectly - the taxable assessed value for Suffern is 146.4
million. He said does that sound about right? If you take that and
divide by a thousand, because it is 9.618 per thousand - so you
have 9.618 times 146,366 so that adds up to 1,408,000. Now the
reason it is not a million five is because actually they are saying
the rate went down a little bit from the prior year and also our
assessed value went down by about a half a million dollars so if
you used old figures you would have gotten the 1.5 which he thinks
is the figure Rich Gandon was throwing around quite a few months
ago. So there is 1.4 million that this Village is paying to the
Town of Ramapo. He asked if there were any questions on that so
far? Trustee Morris asked him if he could give him a copy of where
he got those numbers from. Mr. Gerard said yes, right off of his
tax bill. Trustee Morris said because he doesn’t have that on his 
- that is why he is asking him. He said this is what the town gave
him. Mr. Gerard said alright. He will show him. Trustee Morris said
this is what the town gave him so if you could give him a copy. Mr.
Gerard said it says general town. Trustee Morris said he would
appreciate it. Mr. Gerard said it is the section that says general
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town. It is the section that says general town. That is the tax
rate that shows up on everybody’s bill. Trustee Morris said it is
cut off for him. Mr. Gerard said he took it a step further now
because he went and looked at the Town of Ramapo budget and looked
to see what kind of costs make up their budget. He said they have
a budget of about 40 million dollars and they have revenues of
about 25 million. So that is about 15 million that they have to
raise through property taxes. And their assessed value is about 1.6
billion so when you do the math on 15 million you come up with that
9.618 - right around it. The numbers didn’t work out exactly
because he thinks the timing in their budget is slightly off. But
that is where they get the number. 

Mr. Gerard said looking at some of what their budget is comprised
of - a legislative board for $300,000. Well we have one of those.
Municipal court for almost $900,000. We have one of those. A
supervisor for $600,000. We have a Mayor. We don’t need that.
Director of Finance - 1.1 million dollars. We have a treasurer. An
auditor for $150,000. He said he doesn’t know if we are going to
need that. That is one of those things that we have to check on.
Receiver of taxes - $500,000. He said he thinks we have one of
those. Purchasing department - $180,000. He said he thinks we are
doing all that on our own right now. A tax assessor - 1.7 million.
He said he doesn’t think it is going to cost us that much to do
that. But our cut of that - we are not paying that 1.7 - that is
across all the towns. We are certainly going to have to pay more
than what we pay now for ours plus theirs. There is no question
about that. Town clerk - we have a Village clerk. Town attorney -
we have Suffern attorney. Those two total two million dollars
together. He said they have something here called personnel for
$300,000. He said he doesn’t know what that is. Elections - he said
he doesn’t know if we - do we pay for the cost of our own elections
or does the - how is that funded. Does anybody know? The Mayor said
elections? By the county. Trustee Morris said by the county. Mr.
Gerard said that’s county. So we probably have to pay some of that
because it is probably coming through this bill. Engineering -
$700,000. He said he doesn’t know what engineering that is
covering. It is probably nothing in this Village. The Mayor said
nothing for us. Buildings and grounds - $800,000. He said he thinks
we do our own. Central garage - 1.8 million. He said he doesn’t
know if we get anything out of that. The Mayor said nothing. Mr.
Gerard said something we have to check. Town hall - over a million
dollars. We have a Village Hall. Central data processing -
$600,000. He said he doesn’t know if we are getting anything for
that. The Mayor said nothing. There is a $50,000 contingency.
Traffic control - $35,000. Superintendent of highways - $140,000.
He said he doubts we get anything for those. Community action - a
half a million dollars. He said he thinks we would have to check to
see if our residents benefit from any of that. Recreational
administration - 1.3 million. Again do Suffern residents benefit
from that? He doesn’t know. Veteran services - $1800. Wow. Not
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much. Parks maintenance - 2.3 million dollars. We maintain our own,
right? The Mayor said yes. Cultural property maintenance - $67,000.
He said he is sure if we have that we maintain it. The St. Lawrence
Center - $800,000. Mr. Gerard said he would expect our discounts
would go away if we broke away from the town so we would have to
figure out something to do there - maybe for the residents to
compensate. Who knows. Firemens Memorial Drive - $600,000. He said
he believes that is for the hazardous waste. So we probably have to
cover some of that. Swim and tennis club - he said they have a pool
listed separately. So he doesn’t know. Maybe that is St. Lawrence’s
country club. He doesn’t really know where that is. But that is a
$130,000. Challenger Center - $124,000. He said he doesn’t know if
we get discounts there. Sending kids there. But we might have to
pay a little more. The pool - he said a half a million. We have our
own pool. Ramapo Cultural Arts Center - no impact to us. The golf
course - 2.2 million dollars. So that’s for discounts for us. That
is all we get for that. Youth programs - a million dollars. Again,
if we did our own camps or there might be some upcharge. We would
have to figure out what that is and how we might want to subsidize
that. Or do our own. Historian - $2,000. Senior citizen program -
$62,000. He said he doesn’t know if we do our own senior citizen
programs. Senior citizen center - $154,000. Think we use the
community center. The Mayor said we do. Public works - $70,000. He
said he is sure that is no impact to us. Hospital and medical
insurance - 1.3 million. We have our own. Here is the two biggest
pieces. Bond anticipation notes - these are notes that are due this
year. 3.7 million. And they have 11 million dollars of additional
debt. Those two pieces our piece of the 11 million and the 3.7 in
bond notes is $532,000 out of the 1.4 million that we are paying
them. We have enough debt on our backs that we have to pay back. We
are throwing 500,000 a year to that. So he thinks there is probably
an assessor and, as he said, there are two things that are going to
impact us. He said we are probably going to net a million dollars
out of this he would say at least. But he thinks all the right
people have to do their homework on it. If there is anything he can
do on that as volunteering he would be happy to help but there is
money here that the residents are paying. Like he said earlier our
public safety and benefit costs went up almost $900,000 last year.
What’s going on that’s going to stop that from happening again next
year. What are we going to do. Just jack the residents again?
Trustee Morris said he couldn’t hear him. Mr. Gerard said he said
just those two pieces of our budget alone - public safety and
employee benefits - went up almost $900,000 from the 2015 adopted
budget to the 2016 adopted budget. How are we going to fund a
repeat of that especially if nobody is looking at it now. Trustee
Morris said he is not clear if we can do anything with that - Mr.
Gerard said he is not clear either. Trustee Morris said if you want
me to lie to you, he can lie to you. Mr. Gerard said he is saying
where are we going to get that money. Trustee Morris said he
doesn’t believe, and he is not a personnel lawyer, but he doesn’t
believe we can touch or go after or renegotiate everything like
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that because these contracts he believes are in effect until May,
2016. The Mayor said he is talking about the town of Ramapo, Mr.
Morris, not ours. Mr. Gerard said no, no. He is talking about the
Village increases. Trustee Markunas said he thinks Mr. Genito may
be able to answer that question better than the Board. Mr. Gerard
said to Mr. Morris that he is in this Village for the long haul. He
has already been here for over 20 years. He said that is a long-
term issue. He agrees with Mr. Morris. But the long-term can start
now. So let’s not quibble over 7 or 8 grand. Let’s start figuring
out how we are going to attack $900,000 - Trustee Morris said but
you asked the question about the benefits and bringing down the
costs of those benefits, didn’t you? Mr. Gerard said yes. Trustee
Morris said that is all he answered to him. There is nothing we can
do at this point. Mr. Gerard said he is making the point that these
costs escalate at an uncontrollable rate and if we don’t figure out
another way to offset them or fund them all you are going to do is
jack the rest of us. And we are not interested in that solution. So
start spending your time on figuring out other solutions. This is
one that is being worked on. And let’s get involved. And let’s
start thinking about some other things. Trustee Morris said you are
absolutely right. He asked Mr. Gerard if he has seen the plan for
the city? Mr. Gerard said no. Trustee Morris said either has he.
Trustee Morris said it is pretty tight to make a judgment without
a plan. Once again, if your numbers are correct over there if you
can give him a copy he would appreciate it. Mr. Gerard said he did
as much as he could with what’s on public record to find out what
we are paying for and there isn’t a hell of a lot that we are
getting for 1.4 million dollars. So you are sitting here talking
about how can we spend $110,000 out of $118,000. Let’s figure out
how to spend a lot less than 1.4 million dollars on these things.
That is what he would like his Board and his Village government to
be focusing on. The Mayor thanked him.

Mr. Gerard said the last point that he wants to make on the topic
of budgets is the budget season is going to be here before we know
it. He said he brought up here a few months ago that after the last
budget was passed we really had no opportunity to make intelligent
cuts. They were very haphazard cuts to get the number down as best
we could. And he suggested that maybe we need to start the budget
process a little bit earlier because, again, he is fearful of you
guys coming to us with another double-digit increase. And he as a
resident wants an opportunity to look at that and ask some
questions and last year, or this past year, they really didn’t get
a lot of time. He said he made that suggestion and he thought most
of the Board thought it was a good suggestion so he is asking if we
could look at starting the budget season probably before Christmas
rather than after to get those budgets from the departments
submitted so we could get a budget drawn up a little bit sooner and
we have some time to suggest it, challenge it. Extra time will help
us make intelligent choices. The Mayor thanked him.
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James Lyons of 29 Temple Lane said he just watched the three
gentleman Board members vote no because they are quibbling over 7
or 8 thousand dollars that we have. And what he doesn’t understand
because obviously you are looking at fiscal austerity is that you
are the same three Board members who voted to hire an attorney at
up to $48,000 a year that we don’t need. You are also the same -
you, Mr. Markunas and you, Mr. Morris - who ran in the election
last year - fiscal austerity - you were voting no to the Orange
Avenue project. And then what you did was you voted to give a
multi-millionaire a tax break and you raised our taxes 16%. So can
you please explain to him why you are quibbling about 7 or 8
thousand dollars that we have. Trustee Morris said suppose we
address the issue of Orange Avenue first. The project was stalled.
When Ed and he did get involved in the project they brought in
$58,000 a year more in revenue which made it fairly close to the
tax which made it a good ratable for them to do. Trustee Morris
said he is sure that Mr. Lyons looked at those numbers. The $58,000
didn’t appear out of air. It was negotiated. Mr. Lyons said over
what period of time. The Mayor said it only came up when the school
district left it on the table. Trustee Morris said sorry? Mr. Lyons
asked how long are they not going to pay us taxes. Is it 35 years,
40 years. Trustee Morris said again if you look at the equations it
comes out that probably for 25 years we are doing fine as though we
were paying taxes on the place. Understand something. He said we
can quibble and argue about it. It was a blight. We were receiving
little taxes from it. We were running a slum SRO there and yes we
brought in $58,000 more - the Mayor said of the school district’s
money - Trustee Morris said excuse him. He spoke to Doug Adams of
the school district, and you can call him to verify it, and he
explained to him what was going on - the Mayor said you are making
it sound as though - Trustee Morris said he is making is sound
exactly as it was. The Mayor said no, you’re not. Trustee Morris
said yes. Unfortunately, you weren’t there with Dr. Adams. The
Mayor said unfortunately she has had conversations. Trustee Morris
said he explained to Dr. Adams this is what Orange Avenue offered
us. The Mayor said to Mr. Lyons that Orange Avenue offered $58,000
of the school’s money because the school district did not agree on
a PILOT and the portion that they did not agree on and they left on
the table is what then Orange Avenue offered to the Village and
that is where the money came from. It is actually the school
district’s portion of the PILOT. Trustee Markunas said that is what
the Board accepted. The entire Board accepted. Mr. Lyons said you
don’t have a problem with giving a multi-millionaire who will be
collecting in excess of $200,000 a month in rents a tax break and
then turning around and raising our taxes 16%. Trustee Morris said
we didn’t give him a tax break. Mr. Lyons said you don’t have a
problem with that? Trustee Morris said if you are going to say it
then say it right. Mr. Lyons said the PILOT is in lieu of taxes.
Trustee Morris said who was the PILOT given to. Who issued the
PILOT. Let’s get the facts straight. Mr. Lyons said who voted for
it. Trustee Morris said who issued the PILOT. Trustee Morris said
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you made a statement. Who issued the PILOT. Mr. Lyons said who
issued the PILOT. You tell me. Trustee Morris said the Governor of
New York and the Legislature. The Mayor said no, that’s not true.
Mr. Lyons said okay. And who voted for it. Trustee Morris said the
Town of Ramapo - Christopher St. Lawrence. Mr. Lyons said who voted
for it in this room. Trustee Markunas said the entire Board.
Trustee Morris said with the $58,000 we did. Mr. Lyons said you
told me in the parking lot of the library last year on election day
that you were 100% against it and you would never vote for it.
Trustee Markunas said due to the fact of the reduced rate of taxes
that he is getting. Correct. And then the renegotiation process
opened up and we renegotiated the deal to incur much more tax
revenue. Exactly. Mr. Lyons said and explain hiring an attorney for
up to $48,000 - Trustee Markunas said hiring the attorney which we
withdrew but unfortunately it seems like we shouldn’t have because
we would have probably had the water deal and selling the excess
water to date now. Mr. Lyons said so you withdrew it. That’s great.
Trustee Markunas said yes. Mr. Lyons said the fact of the matter is
you did it in the first place. And now you are going to stand here
and quibble over 7 or 8 thousand dollars of money that we have.
Trustee Markunas said we wanted to increase the revenue to the
Village by selling the excess water, correct. We got a lot of push
back by hiring the utilities attorney that was a specialist in
dealing with this process. He said we backed off. Correct. The
$7,000 - you are correct. We are quibbling about it due to the fact
that all of the overage that has been incurred over the course of
the last 8 or 10 years has put us in a position where we are in a
severe deficit. We are trying to curb the expenditures of the
Village. He said he understands Mr. Gerard. He understands Mr.
Lyons. Why are you starting with $7,000? Trustee Markunas said we
need to be fiscally responsible. We need to work within the
budgets, and excuse him if it is not a budget - but we need to work
within certain guidelines to keep us in a financial path that we
can sustain. That is his point of view. He said he understands that
is the point of view from other residents and taxpayers in this
Village also. That is his position and that is what he takes. He
said he hopes that helps him. Mr. Lyons said nobody wants to be
more fiscally responsible than him. Trustee Markunas said okay. Mr.
Lyons said but there are some things that need to be done. And he
believes this is something - Trustee Markunas said the sidewalks?
Mr. Lyons said and even if you go over by 10% and what is that
another 10 or 11 thousand dollars. Trustee Markunas said this has
been going on for years and that accumulated overage on 7, 10, 30
thousand dollars is what the problem is. The Mayor said this is not
money that needs to be borrowed. You are trying - Trustee Markunas
said he understands that. The Mayor said so you are arguing about
something - you are trying to make a point. Trustee Markunas said
he is not arguing. He is explaining a position and a stance that he
has. Trustee Markunas said and he is entitled to his position and
stance. The Mayor said right. Don’t allow the residents to think
that if in fact we went ahead with the project that it would put us
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in debt. That is the farthest thing from the truth. Trustee
Markunas said okay. It is not putting us in debt. We are going over
on a price that we were planning on spending. The Mayor said you
are assuming that you are going to go over it - Trustee Markunas
said correct. Now his belief is that this $117,000 or $120,000 will
even grow larger when they start the project. That is his belief.
Mr. Lyons said that is your belief. Trustee Markunas said yes.
Trustee Meegan-Corrigan said but you don’t know what a project
price is until you go out to bid for it. Trustee Morris said he
thinks Mr. Genito can help us here. Trustee Meegan-Corrigan said
that is the problem. Mr. Lyons said you guys answered his question.
Thank you. Trustee Morris said let him see if he can help here. He
said to Mr. Genito that when he and Ed met with him how much was
owed on the total of the capital budgets that were in excess of
what was allotted to them. Do we have about $800,000 that we - Mr.
Genito said in the past capital projects that went over their
budgets without going back to the Board and getting approval to
borrow money or to do something to cover the cost have an excess of
over $400,000 over the past ten years or so. And certainly that did
lead and contribute towards the deficit situation that we are in.
It’s a little different than what we are talking about here. This
project has not started. This is a discussion about a project and
what it will cost to complete the project. So the whole discussion
on whether it is $110,000 or $118,000 is the discussion that you
should be having now as opposed to when you start a project that
you expected to be $110,000 and suddenly you are running $115,000.
And that’s what all the department’s have been doing. Now before
they get to a point where they over-expend in a line they come to
him, or Kathy, for instance, will come to him with a voucher or
claim or purchase order and we discuss how we are going to make
sure it is within the budget to be spent. And so we are controlling
those things. If this project, and he has to emphasize what Fred
Rella said earlier - Mr. Genito said he thinks it is very important
that $100,000 that we have been granted under CDBG that that
project be adopted and voted on. Whether you ultimately set a limit
on it of $110,000 or $117,000, to him, is not as material as the
fact that you have that project approved so that we don’t lose our
standing with CDBG. Because Fred was absolutely correct. And if you
go across - and Mr. Genito said he works in other places other than
just here in Suffern, and he keeps in touch with people in the
state of New York - these are funds that are highly sought after by
communities across the state. You have to qualify to get the money
to begin with. So there are communities in Westchester County that
can’t even qualify for the funding. And then there are other
communities that are putting in 29 applications just for one source
of funding. So it is very competitive. And the fact that we have
been very successful over the years to get this funding so it is
very competitive and the fact that we have been very successful
over the years to get this funding has been terrific. And he has
got to say that it has been on the part of the people that have
worked here doing that job - whether it is public works or
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recreation or somebody else in building the community center for
Fred Rella going out and getting those grants for us, for the Board
for going ahead and supporting it and voting it in and getting the
projects done. The facade program we got over $450,000 and that is
coming to its conclusion now but that’s tremendous to think of the
work that was done to beautify this Village. So in short it is
simply this. He said he is not sure if the Board actually did vote
on to go ahead and accept the CDBG money. He said he didn’t get
that clear. The Mayor said that we did. We did not vote on the
additional money. Mr. Genito said you didn’t vote on the additional
money. The Mayor said we voted on being able to take the $18,000
from the CHIPS money but it did not pass. So the only thing we have
done is accepted the money from CDBG. Mr. Genito said okay. So we
accepted the money from CDBG. And at least the $10,000, which is
our required contribution under that program, he would say that
should at least be coming out of that CHIPS money. Trustee Morris
asked if there was any cost to us. He said let’s just say for
arguments sake we took the $17,000 out of CHIPS money. Is there any
cost associated with getting that money. Mr. Genito said no, none
whatsoever. That has been granted to us. We don’t have to finance
it in any way. It is just vouchering for it when we do our work and
getting reimbursed. Mr. Genito said he thinks it is a positive
thing and he thinks the extra thousand dollars, which is required
to get that work done - that is not our requirement - that is a
requirement that was put on us in order to make sure that the
project - Trustee Morris asked what are the ramifications if you
cap this. In other words, if you cap the contract at a pick a
dollar figure - $12 - if we say, okay, you can have the money and
it is capped at $12. If it goes over the $12 - the Mayor said you
have to come back to the Board for approval - Trustee Morris said
let Mike answer please. If we go over the $12 what is the next
step. Mr. Genito said he would say if they are undertaking the
project and then they come up with the fact that they are going to
need more money then what was approved before that work is
authorized they have - meaning public works would have to come back
to this Board and say we have a change order unless they do what’s
called value engineering where they make adjustments in the field
to what they are doing to keep that cost down. So they would have
to come back to the Board and get authorization in advance to
increase the project cost and get the funding source which may be
CHIPS or something. Trustee Morris said or we could require the
director to do the value engineering to ensure that it doesn’t go
over that dollar figure. Mr. Genito said well certainly and that is
if that is capable of being done. He said he is not an engineer and
he is not a public works director. So all the discussion about
sidewalks and how they go in and curbs go in and what has to be
done together and so forth is something he leaves to other
professionals. He said he couldn’t tell us if he could do a section
of sidewalk and leave a section alone. Or do the curbs and then
fill in sidewalks later. That is not his forte. So he would leave
that to other people. But yes they would have to come back to the
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Board to get it approved. He said he would assume our public works
director would talk to the contractor to see what could be done to
keep the cost within the contracted amount. He said he is sure that
happens all the time and he knows it happens all the time in public
works projects. You come across something you did not anticipate
and then you make certain judgments in the field and if you can
keep it within project scope that is great. And if you can’t you
have to come back to this Board and you have to get that
authorization in advance. The Mayor and Trustee Markunas thanked
Mr. Genito.

Jonathan Turco of 20 Lexington Avenue said on the sidewalks it goes
out to public bid and he has done numerous sidewalks before and he
has done numerous curbing. And he can tell us that if you decide to
pave Orange Avenue down the road and you decide now that all of a
sudden that you want to do patchwork on the actual sidewalks and
curbing it is going to cost you more money to saw-cut 18 inches out
to rip the curbing up to replace new sidewalks and new curbing
later. You can put something in the clause on the architect that
says that if the proposed plan is not to elevation or there are
unforeseen conditions in terms of unsuitable material you can
actually leave that on the contractor himself that he accepts this
bid for what it is and it will go to the lowest bidder. So you can
actually say - you can put it in a clause for the bid that if
unforeseen conditions as unsuitable material arise that would
actually be on the contractor to remove. The Mayor said that is in
our bid packets. Mr. Turco said you can put that in there and that
is fine. So if you are going to pave Orange Avenue and you want to
get a 20 year lifespan with that. He said in his neighborhood there
was an issue - they only have a two inch reveal right now on the
curbing and he thinks the code is either 4 to 6 right now. He said
he doesn’t know what the Village code is but they actually capped
the road first and now we have to go back and do curbing. So it
kind of counteracts the whole point of paving the road. So you want
to work yourself from the curbing and sidewalk out so if you are
going to get the money to do the road you can actually go to public
bid which might actually be lower than $107,000 depending on the
contractor. You might actually be able to get that lower if that’s
the case but he would not do the road and then eventually five
years down the road have to do sidewalks and curbing because if a
sidewalk and curb are together they are usually 18 inches in depth
and they are connected to the sidewalk so as you rip those curbings
out you are going to rip sidewalk out with it. He said it is not
going to be a cut and dry kind of thing. This is a whole - it is
all kind of binded together. 

Trustee Morris said this was his point. If you go down, and
obviously you have been there, if you go down Orange Avenue from
the park right on up with the exception of 40 or 50 feet the
sidewalks are separated by a two foot grass divider and then comes
the curb. If we do the project as is planned right now we are going
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to replace everything up to Oliver Place and then at some point
later we are going to have to replace sidewalks and curbs. But the
new road will have been in now and you are going to have to rip up
the curbs and part of the road when you do that. Mr. Turco said he
is also saying that on the new paving you are going to have a ton
of heavy trucks and equipment on brand new pavement if you wait
which causes a tremendous amount of cracking in the actual road. He
is just saying from his background and experience in construction
what he has seen done you can do it this way but he would suggest
working yourself out towards the street and then paving up to new
curbs and leaving a six inch reveal so you don’t have to go back
later. He said like he did in Mahwah - they had to saw cut 18
inches all the way down by Bagel Express to put in brand new curbs
and sidewalks. So it is definitely different. So if you are going
to put a twenty year road in five years from now you want to
replace curbs you might want to think about what that is going to
look like for a brand new road and for heavy machinery and
excavation and truck removal and they don’t always extract
perfectly. You are going to have a bunch of swirly lines in there.
So he is just saying that you might want to think that if you can
go out to public bid at least accept it like he had stated. The
Mayor said we went out to bid. We have been out to public bid
already. Trustee Markunas said the concern is again that after or
north of Oliver Street will be paved and will not have new curbing.
Is that correct Mr. Sawicki? Mr. Turco said oh, there won’t be any
curbing there? Trustee Markunas said right. He said north of Oliver
Street there will be none. There will be no new curbing. Trustee
Meegan-Corrigan said that well that will be even more money. Mr.
Sawicki said the extent of the work just to be clear again from
Point Park down to Oliver Street that will be on both ends of that
area handicapped ramps and that will be all complete. Now further
down the curbs are probably better than they have in some of the
areas that we are talking about now - Trustee Markunas said not
much. Mr. Sawicki said they are in rough shape. He said there are
many areas, and John just spoke of it - Lexington - there are many
areas throughout the Village - Trustee Meegan-Corrigan said she
doesn’t have curbs - Mr. Sawicki said the curbs are not in good
shape. So quite honestly he doesn’t know if we would be doing this
work if we didn’t have the grant. Now could we next year try to get
another grant to do another section - Trustee Markunas said and
then according to Mr. Turco we would have to cut the new pavement -
Mr. Sawicki said yes. Absolutely. It is not the ideal situation. We
are trying to do the ideal situation now to do the curb prior to
paving. But it can be done. And in many cases the contractor can
actually pull the curb without very little destruction to the
paving. And in some cases you wouldn’t have to cut it and in other
cases you might have to do a saw cut outside and giving up room to
do form work and that type of thing. But that would be patched and
a small area. It is something that we have no other option once it
is paved. If we had $400,000 to do the entire stretch we might
choose to do that. We just don’t have that money. Trustee Markunas
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thanked him. The Mayor thanked him.

Jim Giannettino asked if it was possible for you to do in house
part of the demolition of this project so that you can guarantee
the cost stays within the contract. Mr. Sawicki said he can’t see
how we can because - Mr. Giannettino said years ago if you didn’t
put the money up you could do a piece of the work instead of the
ten or fifteen thousand dollars. He said he doesn’t know if that is
still available. But if you could rip out a hundred feet of curb
and sidewalk you are guaranteed the project is going to come in on
budget. The Mayor said she thinks you have to go out to bid on that
as a project. Is she correct? Trustee Meegan-Corrigan said yes. It
is CDBG and you can’t do that within funding rules. The Mayor said
and not only that, Mr. Giannettino, to be perfectly honest with
you, our DPW staff is so understaffed and they didn’t get hired
another laborer today which they desperately need and she would be
very, very, very strained to say that we have enough personnel to
cover all of that big project to do the demolition on that. Mr.
Giannettino said he is not talking about the whole project. He is
talking about - the Mayor said she is talking just about the
demolition. Mr. Giannettino said he is talking about 100 feet. The
Mayor said Charles is trying to get by getting the work done in the
Village on the slim staff he has now and this Board is not hiring
the proper personnel to complete this work so for you to even ask
to push them even further and stretch them out even further, which
she doesn’t even know if we can do - we would have to check with
Fred Rella if we can do the work ourselves - she believes we would
have to go out to bid on that - Trustee Meegan-Corrigan said we do.
The Mayor said to her that is just a slap in the face. Mr.
Giannettino said you have gone out to bid. He is saying supplement
the work. Trustee Meegan-Corrigan said she doesn’t think we can
within the parameters of the grant. Mr. Sawicki said it brings up
something to think about but what is that going to cost the Village
to do. Trustee Meegan-Corrigan said we still have to pay the DPW.
Mr. Sawicki said $10,000 or $15,000 to save $7,000? He said he
doesn’t know. He said the other thing to expand on what the Mayor
said. We have a lot of projects currently. We have a bio-retention
basin that we need to build and we are going to be starting that
shortly. We have the consent order from the DEC with the collection
systems - sanitary sewer collection system - that we need to get
done within a certain time frame. We just don’t have the manpower.
Mr. Giannettino said if you can’t, you can’t. It was just a
suggestion. He said he would say this Board should vote yes on this
with a stipulation that if there is any overrun it would have to
come back to the Board for authorization. The Mayor said that has
been the plan all along, Mr. Giannettino, but thank you. And it
still has been voted down. 

Andrew Zavoski of 3 Center Street said just an FYI. He said he
knows you were talking about speed restrictions up at Parkside
Drive of reducing it by 5 miles per hour. But something he has
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noticed lately - especially down on Riverside where there is Bridge
Street and also on Center Street and Boulevard is that people are
just blatantly going through the stop signs. They are not stopping
at all. They just keep going right through. And now that school has
started he was just wondering if there is anything we can do to put
some sort of check point in so that these motorists obey the stop
signs. Chief Osborn said that is not a problem. They are out there
every morning. They usually change it up. But that is not a
problem. He said in all fairness in the last couple of weeks they
definitely have not been over in that area. Chief Osborn said
Center? Mr. Zavoski said Riveside and Bridge and also on Center and
Boulevard. The Mayor thanked him for letting us know. We appreciate
it.

VILLAGE CLERK:

A) Approval of Minutes:

Village Clerk Virginia Menschner said the first thing we have is
the approval of the minutes of August 24, 2015. A motion approving
the minutes was made by Trustee Morris, seconded by Trustee Meegan-
Corrigan. Upon vote, the motion was carried.

B) Farmer’s Market Request:

Ms. Menschner said the Farmer’s Market has a request. On October 24
they would like to have a Fall event and with this Fall event they
would like to extend their time until 4 p.m. that day. A motion to
authorize the request was made by Trustee Meegan-Corrigan, seconded
by Trustee Hagen. Trustee Markunas said he believes that time
change was changed? The Mayor said the what? Trustee Markunas said
the time change. The Mayor said no, this is the latest one we got
from them. This is a new letter. The Village Clerk said this is the
letter that they want the Fall event and they want to extend their
time - she thinks they are open until 1 o’clock. The Mayor said and
now they want to stay open until 4. Trustee Markunas said and he
believes they wanted to change it until 6. Trustee Meegan-Corrigan
said she thought they wanted to change it to 6 for cleanup. Trustee
Markunas said he is not sure. He doesn’t know. Mr. Turco said he
believes it was to 4 and then they have the extension to 6 for
cleanup. The Mayor said but the event itself will be until 4. Mr.
Turco said they just need the lot until 6. The Mayor said okay, we
will put it into the motion. Trustee Meegan-Corrigan said so adding
for cleanup from 4 to 6. Mr. Turco said the last event will end
around 4 and they will need some extra time to clean up. The Mayor
said that is it. Mr. Turco said they have volunteers to clean up.
They are going to do the whole thing. The Mayor said Trustee Hagen
accepts Mrs. Corrigan’s change on the motion and seconds it. Upon
vote, the motion was carried.

C) Petition - 175 Lafayette Avenue, LLC:
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The Village Clerk said we have a petition for 175 Lafayette Avenue.
They want to change the zoning district from a PO-40 to an MR-50.
The Mayor said okay. We will refer that to the Planning Board.
Attorney Rice said both the Village Planning Board and the County
Department of Planning. A motion to refer it to both was made by
Trustee Meegan-Corrigan, seconded by Trustee Hagen. Upon vote, the
motion was carried.

D) American Legion - Request for Veteran’s Day Ceremony:

Ms. Menschner said we have a request from the American Legion for
Veteran’s Day which is November 11 and they would like to have
their annual parade which starts in the parking lot here and goes
to the monument. A motion authorizing the request was made by
Trustee Meegan-Corrigan, seconded by Trustee Hagen. Upon vote, the
motion was carried.

The Village Clerk said that is it. The Mayor thanked her.

FINANCE DEPARTMENT:

Treasurer Michael Genito said he really didn’t have anything
planned but he did remember that he believes it was either the July
or August meeting that we did adopt the project for the sidewalks
on Oliver at $120,000 - to be borrowing $20,000 using the money. So
he doesn’t know if that resolution has to be rescinded and maybe
you would want to reconsider the resolution that was suggested by
former Mayor Giannettino. The Mayor thanked Mr. Genito and said she
was going to bring that up under her portion. She said right now at
the July meeting, she believes, we already approved the funding for
the sidewalk project in the amount of $120,000. Charles had built
in a little cushion she believes just in case there was any
unforeseen engineering studies or anything that the county was
asking for. So right now we already have this money approved. So it
would have to be rescinded - the resolution - at this time if the
Board so chooses to do so. Or if the Board so chooses to fund it
differently or the Board so chooses to just fund the $110,000. But
as of right now the whole Board has already approved the money for
the project at $120,000. Trustee Morris said the only amendment he
would like to make to that is that this $120,000 be strictly
capped. The Mayor said sorry? Trustee Morris said that the amount
be strictly capped - the Mayor said that is fine - she said it
already is but if you want to add that in and it’s going to get the
project done certainly we can do that - Trustee Morris said if you
would let him finish - and the amount be strictly capped and should
it cost more than $120,000 the director of the DPW will make the
necessary adjustments and bring it in and cap the project at
$120,000. The Mayor said you can’t do that in the middle of a
project. Trustee Meegan-Corrigan said she doesn’t think you can do
that with funding either. The Mayor said if you would like to -
first of all we have to change the resolution anyway because we
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funded it differently - the $20,000 -  we funded it differently.
Trustee Morris asked how did we fund it then? The Mayor said if you
could just hear her out so she can explain to him. She said you
already approved $20,000 to be funded not in the fashion that we
talked about tonight in taking it out of CHIPS money. So the money
has already been approved. If you so choose to rescind that
resolution and you would like to take it out of CHIPS - $20,000 -
then if in fact the project goes over the $20,000 before any work
is done that has to come back to the Board. Trustee Morris asked
Mr. Genito where we funded the extra $20,000 from. Mr. Genito said
the extra $20,000 is going to come out of the capital project for
street resurfacing which was going to be bonded money - borrowed
money. Trustee Morris said that was going to be borrowed. Mr.
Genito said so essentially it was going to be coming from debt. He
said he thinks it is a much better idea that it comes from the
CHIPS money which is an award. Trustee Morris said he agrees.

Trustee Markunas said he makes the motion that we rescind the
resolution for funding through debt. The Mayor said okay, the
funding through the road resurfacing. You are rescinding that
resolution. The motion was seconded by Trustee Morris. 

AYES: Mayor Patricia Abato
Trustee Robert Morris, Trustee Frank Hagen
Trustee Edward Markunas, Trustee Jo Meegan-Corrigan

NOES: None

ABSENT: None

Trustee Markunas said he would make the resolution now to fund the
project, the $110,000 with the additional $7,000 - the Mayor said
no - it would be $18,260 - Trustee Markunas said from CHIPS. The
Mayor said being transferred from the CHIPS fund to the general
fund. Is that what you are motioning? Trustee Markunas said yes.
The motion was seconded by Trustee Meegan-Corrigan.

RESOLUTION NO. 19, 2015

     RESOLVED, that $18,260 for the Orange Avenue curbs and
sidewalks project be transferred from the CHIPS general fund to the
capital fund.

AYES: Mayor Patricia Abato
Trustee Robert Morris, Trustee Frank Abato
Trustee Edward Markunas, Trustee Jo Meegan-Corrigan

NOES: None

ABSENT: None
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Mr. Genito said just an administrative correction. It is coming
from CHIPS which is in the general fund to the capital fund.

TRUSTEES:

A) Chamber of Commerce Beer Garden:

Deputy Mayor Meegan-Corrigan said she had sent an e-mail to all the
Trustees last week explaining that all the criteria had been met
for the Beer Garden for the Street Fair on September 20 and Chief
Osborn and Charles Sawicki and also Alex from the Farmer’s Market
and Aurie Licata - all the requirements that were asked were met.
The business plan was gone over with the Chief and he completely
agrees with it. She said she didn’t get any response back from the
Board so she found out yesterday that the Board had questions and
she provided them with an e-mail from Alex explaining what was
going on. So we just need to get resolved the vote for the Beer
Garden so that the Suffern Street Fair can go forward and have a
great day. The motion authorizing the Beer Garden was made by
Trustee Meegan-Corrigan, seconded by Trustee Markunas. Trustee
Morris said he had a question. He said to Attorney Rice that
yesterday was the first time they heard about it - Trustee Meegan-
Corrigan said that is not true, Mr. Morris - she said she sent them
an e-mail and you all had time to go through the minutes of the
meetings but yet you didn’t have time to answer her e-mail -
Trustee Morris said to Trustee Meegan-Corrigan that you keep
interrupting. Is there something wrong? The Mayor said yes, you
keep making false accusations. Trustee Morris said then when it is
your turn you can correct whatever you feel like it. The Mayor said
why not take care of it when it happens. She said to please go on.
Trustee Morris said to Trustee Meegan-Corrigan first of all
yesterday, when you talked to them about it, you explained to them
in detail how they were all at the meeting. What you were confused 
about was the meeting was last year, not this year. That’s to start
off. Trustee Morris said is he right or wrong? Or is he wrong about
that. He said what he is asking is when you showed this to them
yesterday all he had was an e-mail from her saying this was fact.
When he saw her yesterday she told him oh, yes, it was discussed at
the meeting. Trustee Morris said unfortunately that was a year ago
and they weren’t here. Trustee Morris said that was for last year’s
fair. He said all they asked her for, and the e-mail he sent her,
was to have Terry tell them that all the bases were covered and
they can of course have it. Trustee Meegan-Corrigan said it was in
the e-mail. Trustee Morris said again that is your opinion. Here is
the Village Attorney and the Chief of Police - are all the bases
covered? Trustee Meegan-Corrigan said he was cc’d on the e-mail and
so was Chief Osborn so therefore - and when we had the conversation
yesterday, she was unclear on the fact that there was no further
communication throughout the year. And that is where her confusion
lied. And when she realized, because you told her you went back
through all the minutes - you had time to go back through all the
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minutes of the year and say that you were not involved in any way,
shape or form she immediately said what can she do to get you what
information that you need. She said you told her that you wanted an
e-mail with an explanation and she got him that within the hour. In
the hour. And she also knows that you had said that you were going
to reach out to the Chamber of Commerce and you were going to reach
out to the Chief of Police. Because you still had questions.
Wonderful. Did that happen? Trustee Morris said we have a meeting
tonight and here are the Chief of Police and Village Attorney. He
asked them if all the i’s and t’s - Attorney Rice said the only
issue he had and we talked about this from the beginning was that
we wanted insurance as always naming the Village as additional
named insured and we wanted liquor liability. Aurie has provided to
him two certificates of insurance for the two vendors which he
believes are going to be the only two vendors that are going to be
at that location so he is okay. The Mayor said to Mr. Licata as
they come he will give them to him. Trustee Markunas said he
believes what the point here is the lack of communication and the
e-mail that was requested that he wanted documentation in writing
also came from the Greater Chamber of Commerce. That is not
identifying someone in authority that was requesting or supplying
the information. That is the key point here. Communication is the
key point. If we are going to do something let’s be involved. Let
everybody be made aware of what is going on. Trustee Meegan-
Corrigan said and that is exactly - so misstated - Trustee Markunas
said that is his explanation. The Mayor said that is not what we
are here for. This is really getting out of control. You have the
Police Chief and the Village Attorney at your disposal at any time.
She said she has a motion and she has a second. Upon vote, the
motion was carried. The Mayor thanked the Chamber of Commerce for
all they do for the Village.

B) NY Rising:

Deputy Mayor Meegan-Corrigan said we have had many conversations
with Suzanne Barclay in regard to the river study and although the
committee put it onto the agenda for projects to get approved with
NY Rising it was an approved project. However, they realized that
a substantial amount of money was going to be leaving the Village
and going upstream. Although the study is extremely important
Suzanne has made the commitment that it is taking off of the
shoulders of the Village of Suffern and that money will get folded
back into our overall three million dollars so that we will have
the three million dollars back - well, we never lost it, she should
say it that way - but that the three million dollars will be solely
used in the Village of Suffern. However, the great news is that she
is looking for funding from other sources to get this river study
done because it is very important that it gets done but it wasn’t
quite fair for the Village to take the burden on a study that
encompasses such a large area. So that is the great news about NY
Rising so we are going to start looking at the other projects that
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the committee has put on the list. The Mayor thanked her.

The Mayor said she would also like to say that the Board had the
opportunity to meet with DASNY which will be the management
consulting firm that will be overseeing the first two projects that
will be done using a portion of the three million dollars which
will be at the water and sewer plants. It was a very positive
meeting. And we hope to have the legal portion resolved in a few
weeks. The Mayor said she had had some questions with regards to
the Village’s liability since there will be a firm that will be
overseeing the project - what liability would lie to the Village
and it was actually ended up to be an excellent question because
DASNY has not had the opportunity to complete a NY Rising project
from start to finish yet. So they did not have an answer to that.
So the legal team is now putting together the language and will be
passing it on to Terry to protect the Village from any undo
liabilities. As soon as we have that portion taken care of they
will start the assessment of the projects and then they will come
back with a design. But each and every step of the process the
entire Village Board will be a part of. So we are very excited to
start seeing some good, positive results with flooding here in the
Village of Suffern.

MAYOR:

A) Set Public Hearing - No Parking Along Temple Lane:

The Mayor said we also have - Clarke Osborn’s Park down on Temple
Lane - she said she had a request from a resident, Jim Lyons, who
lives actually right on top of the park and kind of watches over
the park for us and he has reported that there has been some
concern by the residents and himself over the parking in front of
the park. And he has requested if the Board would entertain the
possibility of no parking in front of the park. It is better
visibility he feels for the parents and the police department to
watch over the park as well as the safety of the children with cars
pulling up in front and pulling away and kids going in and out of
the park. So he has made a request that the Board entertain the
possibility of doing that. The Mayor said we would need to set a
public hearing for that. She would need a motion for 7:45 p.m. on
October 5, 2015. The motion was made by Trustee Markunas, seconded
by Trustee Meegan-Corrigan. Upon vote, the motion was carried. The
Mayor thanked Mr. Lyons and said she appreciates it very much.

Trustee Hagen said when the Mayor is finished he would like to say
something. The Mayor said she had one more but he can go ahead.
Trustee Hagen said just on the issue of the Beer Garden - maybe in
the future if the whole Board is notified right away like last week
there was a meeting. If the whole Board knew the whole Board would
have had input a week ago. Just please keep them in the loop. Thank
you. The Mayor said to Mr. Hagen you didn’t get an e-mail? Because
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she did. Trustee Meegan-Corrigan said you got an e-mail the next
day. It doesn’t get any sooner. The Mayor said she got an e-mail
with regards as to what happened at the meeting laying the whole
thing out. Did everybody get that? Trustee Meegan-Corrigan said she
got everyone’s response that they opened the e-mail and read it.
Anyway, it’s a moot point. It’s done. It’s finished.

The Mayor said her last thing that she had on her list before we
adjourn that she was alerted by a resident here in Suffern that a
task force had formed in Hillcrest and Spring Valley and Airmont
and it actually is a task force of citizens. And what this task
force does it works as the eyes and ears for code enforcement. And
what happens is all the citizens who are able to volunteer would
come in to the Village and they would be educated on what to look
for, what would indicate overcrowding, what would indicate a fire
or safety hazard. There are a lot of tell-tale signs that she
actually, by going to this meeting, she learned a few of them
herself and it is very important for our residents to be educated.
Gordon Wren, with Rockland County Emergency Services, is the one
who actually birthed this project and he has - it has been
spreading throughout the County and it has been doing really great
things. She said that Jo Corrigan and herself and everyone from the
code enforcement, building and fire safety went over to Hillcrest
and attended one of their meetings and when she tells you that this
was 75 residents, volunteers, who come and meet regularly and hand
over all of these things that they see to code enforcement because
they live there. Because they see it everyday. They knew what to
look for. They have saved countless lives. They have saved
firemen’s lives. They have saved police officer’s lives. And they
have saved a lot of lives of residents renters who just didn’t know
any better. So she would like to launch this task force. She is
asking for volunteers from within the community. Gordon Wren will
be here when we get our volunteers together to get us started with
the program to start educating our residents. She said she thinks
this is going to be a great help for our community to prevent
overcrowding and to present the safety issues that exist in our
community. So if there is anyone who is interested please call the
Village Clerk’s office. Please give Virginia your name and your
contact information so that we may reach out to you when we have
enough residents involved to get the program started. She said she
was very excited about it and she hopes the Board will be a vital
part of this project. It will be a citizen-run group. The Board
does not run the meetings. It is actually the public that will do
that. And she thinks working together will keep our fire department
and our emergency services safe and our residents as well and that
they are not taken advantage of and that they are provided good,
clean, safe homes to live in. 

Trustee Morris said he just wants to say that he agrees with her
and it is a great idea. It really is - the Mayor said she hopes
that he will be a part of it and he hopes that we can get plenty of
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volunteers - the Mayor said she does too - so that we can get ahead
of the problems and once we get ahead of them hopefully we can
maintain. The Mayor said we agree Bob Morris. We agree. Trustee
Morris said it is not often, right? The Mayor said it is a
wonderful thing.  

A motion to adjourn the meeting at 9:17 p.m. was made by Trustee
Meegan-Corrigan, seconded by Trustee Hagen. Upon vote, the motion
was carried.
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