
Village Board Meeting
Tuesday, September 7, 2010 

A regular Village Board meeting was held on the above date at 7:30
p.m. with the following members present:

PRESENT: Mayor Dagan LaCorte
Trustee Bruce Simon, Trustee Patricia Abato
Trustee John Meehan, Trustee William Schoenleber

ALSO PRESENT: Virginia Menschner, Village Clerk
Terry Rice, Village Attorney

ABSENT: None

The Mayor said that before we start, he would like to give out
awards to two Village employees who are part of the Suffern family
who have really gone out of their way to establish and grow a
workplace safety program here in the Village of Suffern. For both
of them it is something that they are passionate about and it is
something that is very important in having a work environment here
in the Village where everybody can feel safe. The Mayor said we
really appreciate all their efforts. And again not only does it not
go unnoticed in the Village, but there is also recognition from the
CSEA as well. The Mayor then presented awards to Joe Hunt and Scott
Brown.

The Mayor said the next award is for two gentlemen who are really
a special part of the Village. About three years ago we established
an Auxiliary Police Department here within the Village of Suffern
and we have two gentlemen who have been the heart and soul of that
department - who are always at every event in the Village, every
major event, all the street fairs, all the concerts, Suffern Day,
working really hard and making sure that people are safe, that
crowds are controlled and that everything flows smoothly. And they
do this completely as volunteers. They don’t get paid one cent. They
do it because they love the community. Not only are they a valuable
asset to the police department but really they have become friends
to all of us on the Village Board and to the chief and really part
of the Suffern family. So earlier this month at our department head
meeting it was suggested by Gail and kind of agreed unanimously with
everyone else, especially recognizing your work with coming to every
concert and every event this summer, the busy season, that you two
would be great recipients of the Andrew Haggerty Service Award,
which is an award that was established earlier this year in honor
of former Mayor and Trustee Andrew Haggerty and it recognizes people
who serve the Village. 

The Mayor asked Alan Newman and Bruce Haynes to come up and accept
the plaques and gift certificates. The Mayor said it is an honor for
the Village Board to be able to recognize so many people who are so
dedicated to the Village of Suffern. It is what makes the Village
of Suffern a truly special place.
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SET DATES FOR OCTOBER MEETINGS:

The Mayor said the workshop will be held on Wednesday, September 29,
2010 at 7:00 p.m. and the Board meeting will be the following
Monday, October 4, 2010 at 7:30 p.m.

FIRE DEPARTMENT:

Chief Dan McInerney said he had two items that needed action. One
is to request that the 1973 Seagrave tractor drawn 100 foot aerial
be surplussed. A motion authorizing the request was made by Trustee
Meehan, seconded by Trustee Abato. Upon vote, the motion was
carried.

Chief McInerney said that the second is to have that truck
advertised and have the bids returned before the end of the month
so that we can award the truck and move it out of the Hook and
Ladder before the new one comes in. A motion authorizing the
advertising to have the bids returned on September 29, 2010 at 11:00
a.m. was made by Trustee Abato, seconded by Trustee Schoenleber.
Upon vote, the motion was carried.

Chief McInerney said that the only other item he had to bring up for
an update is that they are planning a mutual aid drill at Good
Samaritan Hospital on Sunday, October 10 at 9:00 a.m. Trustee Abato
said she had a quick question for Chief McInerney. She asked if he
was able to get the information on the fixed test masks? Chief
McInerney said yes, he would fax that tomorrow to them. Trustee
Abato said okay, she wants to try to get that moving along.

CULTURE AND RECREATION:

Mrs. Gail Curtin said that at the request of some of the Board
members, she did e-mail them the update that they are receiving
right now but there were a couple of changes to it since then
anyway. Since the last Village Board meeting, the Recreation
department sponsored a concert on Thursday, August 5. Here in this
room, they had Cinderella performed by the Clifford Theater Workshop
on August 6 and 7. She said she thinks some of them did get to see
the show and she thinks they can agree that it was by far
outstanding. She said they sent a letter from the Mayor, from
herself, to Chris Abato and to Jillian Munoz and to others involved
in the production and once again she can’t tell them how proud she
is to have them working with us.

On Monday, August 9, they had the Children’s Concert and again some
of you were there and saw that there was barely a blade of grass
uncovered. They had strollers and babies all over the place.
Tuesday, August 10, they had a swim meet. Tuesday, August 17 they
assisted in the voting machine demonstration at the Community Center
with Trustee Simon. Wednesday, August 18, they assisted with the
renaming of the Andrew C. Haggerty Park. Thursday, August 19, they
assisted with the Lions Club Blood Drive at the Community Center.
Thank you Elaine. On Thursday, September 2, they had the Herb Reich
Senior Citizen Picnic at the Mahwah Elks Lodge. And word has it that
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everyone there had a fabulous time. And yesterday, they closed the
pool at 6:00 p.m. Although you can all expect a written report down
the road, she would like to stand here tonight and tell you that you
hired an exceptional staff this year. Under very, very extreme
weather conditions, under record crowds, under 238 additional
memberships, they worked diligently and she can stand here and tell
them that they had a safe and exciting pool season.

Upcoming - this Saturday, September 11, along with the police
department and the fire department, they will have the 9/11 ceremony
at the Donna Hallet Park. It will be a candlelight ceremony at 7:00
p.m. 

The first change to the agenda that was e-mailed to them earlier
today is that at the request of Chief McInerney we are changing the
Suffern Fire Department’s use of the pool from Monday night,
September 13, to Tuesday night, September 14. And they will be sure
to let Mr. Sawicki and Mr. Conklin know that.

Suffern Day is right around the corner. As you can see on the
bulletin board today - Elaine dressed it up for us - we have listed
all three activities that are taking place this year. And that is,
of course, Suffern Day traditionally from 11 to 3; the Chamber of
Commerce’s Classic and Antique Car Show from 2 to 5 p.m.; and
fireworks and music that evening. Mrs. Curtin said they discussed
at a prior meeting and at the workshop that the Community Center
will be used for the Fashion Show sponsored by the Chamber of
Commerce that was held last year during the Street Fair and this
year will be held on Sunday, October 3, inside the Community Center.
She said she did take care of that information on the flier so she
thinks that everything is in order for that.

Again, at your request, they just took care of some of the details
for the upcoming Suffern Midget Mounties bonfire which is this
Friday, September 10. And if you will allow her - she did not get
all of the details directly. She asked the Board if they did? Mrs.
Curtin asked if we knew if there was a parade. She then said we
don’t. Trustee Simon said he can share a little bit from a
conversation with Jim DeStefano, who is a member of the Midget
Mounties Board. He said that he expected the parade to kick off here
at Village Hall at 7:00 p.m. and the bonfire itself to kick off at
8:00 p.m. And also in a communication with Chris Sharp, who is also
on the Football Board, they said that they were prepared in terms
of wood pallets and everything so they are all good to go as far as
they are concerned. Mrs. Curtin said that the only missing part of
that this year probably was a written request that would have been
also shared with the Chief and with her. The insurance, though, they
took care of that with Terry weeks ago. So she thinks that is the
most important thing and that is all set. And she did send an e-mail
today to Chris Sharp just asking if there was anything else that
they need to do. And she thinks the parade was the big piece of
information for Clarke. 

Mrs. Curtin said that finally there was one more item that was
submitted today and that has been removed from the agenda and that
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is the request for two members of the Recreation Department to
attend the Downstate Conference. In looking at that agenda today,
it truly is therapeutic recreation-oriented. There is not much on
there for municipal recreation so they are withdrawing their request
for that.

The Mayor thanked Gail and thanked her for an excellent pool season.
He said he knows it is a lot of work and they all appreciate it.
Thank you for safety and a great season.

The Mayor said he was feeling a bit under the weather so what he is
going to do is he is actually going to excuse himself. He said he
wanted to be here to present those awards. And also if he could
before he goes B swear in Jeremy. Chief Osborn said we are just
going to nominate him. The Mayor apologized. He said they are
kicking him out. They said he doesn’t look good and he should go
home.

Deputy Mayor Patricia Abato took over the meeting.

VILLAGE ATTORNEY:

Attorney Rice said the only thing other than the other items on the
agenda that he will be talking about is that he has under his report
that they would like to set a public hearing for the October meeting
for an amendment to the Village Code to provide what they are
calling a life and safety fee which would be $250 per unit per year
for new construction which would apply, at least as initially
envisioned, to the potential third building at Esther Gitlow. He
said he would have a local law in advance of the meeting but he has
to figure out exactly how he is going to craft it so it works
legally. So he thinks the appropriate motion is to set a public
hearing for the October meeting. A motion to set a public hearing
was made by Trustee Simon, who asked Attorney Rice if this would be
for all new construction and is it only for multiple unit housing
or will individual houses be affected. Attorney Rice said it is
certainly not going to be for individual houses and since most new
construction will be tax paying entities as opposed to Esther
Gitlow, it is going to be a fairly constrained law as far as its
coverage. Trustee Simon said okay. He would set the public hearing
for 7:45 p.m., which was seconded by Trustee Schoenleber. Trustee
Meehan asked if this was a way of sort of developing the equivalent
of a PILOT? Attorney Rice said that for legal reasons he doesn’t
want to characterize it that way but they can’t enter into a PILOT
agreement, as we understand it, and we are awaiting for confirmation
of that fact from HUD. And if in fact that is the case this is some
other method whereby the Village can get some type of payment to
offset the heavy use of emergency service provided to the frequent
calls at this location. Upon vote, the motion was carried.

AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION:

Deputy Mayor Abato said that now it is time for audience
participation. She said if anybody would like to speak to please
come up to the microphone and state their name and address.
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Gina Farrow of Forest Knoll Drive said that she is appearing as a
long-time resident and taxpayer of the Village of Suffern. She said
that she wishes to bring to their attention a problem that she is
experiencing with the head of the Department of Public Works B the
DPW B Mr. Charles Sawicki - in regards to a local law. Specifically,
she has received two violation stickers indicating that her trash
cans are in violation of local law No. 12 of 2008, which she has
attached for them. She said that she finds this particular aspect
of the law to be unfair and unreasonable. How is one supposed to be
aware of the trash can ordinance. To say that it is listed on the
Village website is not practical nor does it make any sense. A
resident has no reason to suspect any difficulty with selecting a
trash can, which by the way she bought locally. Furthermore, she
said she purchased new containers specifically to prevent the
invasion of small animals who were getting into her garbage during
the night creating an unsightly condition to her yard and the
street, which she took steps to rectify. In addition, she paid $75
for these items which obviously cannot be returned. To be
continually targeted with violation stickers is neither fair nor
sensible. She has attempted on three occasions to discuss this
matter with Mr. Sawicki, via voicemail and through the Village
Clerk, Ms. Virginia Menschner, who as a public official has a duty
to respond to all Village residents. To this date, she has yet to
receive any personal response to her calls. As a sidenote, she
would, however, like to compliment Ms. Menschner in her clerk’s
office for being helpful, courteous and polite. She said that in
closing she would respectfully request that the Village Board do the
following: revise the current law as it stands now maintaining all
safety issues; discuss with and remind Mr. Sawicki of his duties and
responsibilities to the residents of the Village of Suffern.

Deputy Mayor Abato asked Mr. Sawicki if he received those messages.
Mr. Sawicki said that he did receive two messages today that he
responded to. Ms. Farrow said not from her. Mr. Sawicki said no. He
said that Virginia did mention to him the other day that there was
a call. Danielle was out for a couple of days ill. He said he didn’t
actually get the number. It was left on the answering machine. She
came in. He said he only got the two messages that he responded to
today. He apologized. He said he didn’t get her message for whatever
reason. He is not sure. But just to elaborate on that ordinance.
That ordinance was put in effect, he believes, October, 2008. And
most recently, during one of our safety meetings, it was brought up
that a lot of residents aren’t complying to that ordinance. So it
was decided at that time that we should issue notification to the
people that aren’t complying. And that is what she has on her trash
cans. 

Deputy Mayor Abato asked Charles if he could go over again B just
to bring us up to date when we actually passed that. There was a
safety issue and we did discuss it at the workshop and at the
Village Board meeting. It was put on the Village website and it was
also included in our Village newsletter. She said she does remember
that we got the word out through the Village newsletter. But she
wants Charles to explain to her why we actually passed this
ordinance. Mr. Sawicki said he wasn’t in the position at that time.
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It was in 2008. But the reason he can offer to her is that there are
safety issues. A forty-five gallon container, although some people
may not fill them entirely, there are some people that fill them to
the top. And they are very, very heavy. You need two men to pick it
up. Also, because of the size and the depth of these containers, it
is very difficult to empty because the friction, because of the
length of the container, the DPW employees have to reach in the
container to pull out the bags or whatever trash might be in there.
And many times in doing that, there is a good probability of either
getting stuck with glass, a pin or even a needle for that matter.
So there are some safety issues and it is his understanding why this
ordinance was put in place. And he knows that most recently it
hasn’t been enforced. It was brought up during a safety meeting as
a concern by the refuse personnel. It was decided at that time that
we would send out notifications again to those people that are not
complying and that is pretty much where we are at. And again, he
apologizes for not getting back to her. He does try to follow up on
calls and somehow that fell in the cracks.

Deputy Mayor Abato thanked him. Ms. Farrow said that she understands
what Mr. Sawicki said. But she just has two comments. One is that
she had a very big problem with animals getting in there and if it
wasn’t deep enough, they were getting in there and she had a mess
everywhere. And this was happening a lot. So that is what prompted
her to buy the new containers. And since she got them, she doesn’t
have the animals anymore. So it really helped. That was another
problem that she thinks could have become a worse problem. So that
is what prompted her to get better containers that she thought were
more secure. And these really worked for that reason. And she didn’t
know about this law. She doesn’t know how she is supposed to know.
She bought the trash cans locally and why would they sell them if
they are not up to code. So she has to go buy new ones. Obviously
she can’t return them. It is $75 and she is watching every penny
right now. So that was her question. She knew it had something to
do with safety. But she didn’t know exactly what and hers are forty-
five gallon and she doesn’t fill them up. She bought two of them for
that reason so that she wouldn’t be filling them up to the top. And
she thought she made a responsible decision for her neighborhood.
Health reasons. She thought she made a responsible decision and she
didn’t get the call back and she was very upset about that. So here
she is accepting the apology, of course, and that is her reason and
she would ask them to look at this. She said when she drove around
the neighborhood she saw that other people had this on their
containers. She did see that. So she wonders if they feel the same
way. She doesn’t know if we got many other comments.

Deputy Mayor Abato said she does apologize that she didn’t get a
return phone call but she has to tell her that we have an
outstanding supervisor of the public works department, and this is
the first time since Charles has been on board that she has ever had
anyone say he didn’t so she has to believe that it was a little bit
of a miscommunication or a late arrival of her message that he
didn’t get back to her. But she does apologize because we really are
on board that we make sure that we get back on every issue to our
residents. She said that she guesses if we had to take the
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perspective of some garbage being taken out of garbage cans by
animals or our DPW workers being hurt, we have to be realistic in
our thinking and she thinks that is what we did when we passed this
law. That we put the safety and well-being of our employees before
anything else. And the fact that you bought two of them and you kept
them light, we appreciate that. But unfortunately you’re one person
and there are not many more like you. So the garbage cans are not
only full, but over-full and if we could get everybody to comply
like you do to have light garbage, that would be great. But
realistically speaking we can’t do that. So instead of our DPW
workers getting hurt, we had to pick which of the two would be more
important and that is what we felt was more important. But she does
apologize to her for not getting a response and she is glad that she
came out. 

Ms. Farrow said that she is not going to say that she is not going
to follow the code. She will if they will just give her some time.
She will go and purchase new garbage cans. She is not here to say
that she is not going to follow the code. But maybe you could look
at it and consider it at another meeting. She would appreciate that.
She said she drives around the Village and she sees a clean Village.
She said she sees things taken care of and she takes care of her
home, too. Deputy Mayor Abato said we appreciate that too and she
thanked her for coming out tonight.

Jim Giannettino of 2 Memorial Drive said that he wanted to
compliment Terry for coming up with a creative idea to get some
revenue with this safety and health fee. Is there any way we could
pass it along to other non-paying entities in the Village?

Attorney Rice said first of all, thank you, but it wasn’t his idea.
Mr. Giannettino said take it while you got it. Attorney Rice said
that for example, the Salvation Army has specific  state legislation
so would it apply to them? Probably not. Would it apply to other tax
exempt properties? He said he doesn’t think that was our original
intent. He said he thinks what we want to do is get this on the
books as quick as possible so it can be part of the HUD application
at Gitlow and then maybe we can see if we can address a broader
issue on this. Mr. Giannettino asked if he thought we were going to
have a problem passing this. Attorney Rice said they said they
won’t. Mr. Giannettino said he would ask him to include Salvation
Army from the get go so they don’t point a finger and say why us and
not them. Attorney Rice said he doesn’t want to go too much further
on this. Mr. Giannettino said he doesn’t want him to go into detail
for obvious reasons. But the likelihood of Gitlow objecting is slim.
Mr. Giannettino said he doesn’t think they will. But later on down
the road they may say why did you single us out when there are
others. Attorney Rice said he understands and that is kind of the
ball he is juggling. It is somewhat of a strange situation. Mr.
Giannettino said he knows where you are trying to get. But he was
just hoping that he could get a little further down the line.

Bob Morris of 24 Terrace Avenue said that he was here about three
months ago. He said he had filed a FOIL request one year ago. He
said he was here before the Board about three months ago and at that
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time he had advised them that he had filed a FOIL request three
times with the Village requesting certain information. And at that
time he was assured that it would be acted upon, nobody knew about
it, etc., etc. It is one year and he still hasn’t gotten the
information. He said he has a new FOIL request and he asked if they
would like him to give it to them now and maybe we can get it acted
on. Attorney Rice asked what he was looking for and who he filed it
with. The clerk’s office? Mr. Morris said he was looking for some
information on the number of part-time employees and elected
officials who receive medical benefits from the Village and the
number of hours they are required to work to receive those. He said
if it is privileged information then fine. Attorney Rice told him
to give it to Virginia and we will process it. Under FOIL they don’t
create new documents but any documents that are relevant to what you
are asking they can take a look at. Deputy Mayor Abato said that
what they will do is that when they approve it they will call him
in and he can look at the documents. We can’t document that kind of
information. We can’t duplicate it and give it to him but he
certainly can come in and look at it. Mr. Morris said that is fine.
Deputy Mayor Abato said just so you know you are not going to get
it in the mail. It is something where they are going to give him a
call. Mr. Morris said it has been a year. Deputy Mayor Abato said
she apologizes for that. She wasn’t aware of that.

POLICE DEPARTMENT:

A) Appoint Jeremy T. Kaufer as Police Radio Dispatcher:
Chief Clarke Osborn said that he had just a few items to bring to
their attention tonight. He said the first one is due to the
resignation of Ceasar Munoz, who was appointed full-time as a New
York City police officer, who was a full-time dispatcher with us for
the last few years, and we have a full-time dispatcher opening and
we want to get them off the Village list and number one on our list,
who he would like to nominate tonight, is Jeremy Kaufer. Jeremy is
a long-time Village resident. He has coached hockey for them and he
was one of his DARE students year’s ago and he is also a Captain on
the Suffern Hook and Ladder Company here in the Village. He
volunteers countless hours to the fire department and numerous
entities in the Village. So he doesn’t think we could have a better
candidate. He did score number one on the list and we have the list
all certified. So he is asking the Board to appoint him effective
September 16 as a full-time dispatcher. Deputy Mayor Abato asked the
Chief if that is why he taught DARE. To groom them all for later on
in life. Chief Osborn said he also likes the hockey players when we
play the fire department. He is asking the Board to nominate him
effective September 16. A motion to appoint Jeremy Kaufer as a full-
time dispatcher effective September 16 was made by Trustee Meehan,
seconded by Trustee Schoenleber.

AYES: Deputy Mayor Patricia Abato
Trustee Bruce Simon, Trustee William Schoenleber
Trustee John Meehan

ABSENT: Mayor Dagan LaCorte
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NOES: None

The Deputy Mayor told Jeremy welcome aboard. And the Chief
congratulated him. 

B)_Money in Lieu of Recreation for DARE Rink:

Chief Osborn said we talked last week about money in lieu of
recreation for our DARE rink. He said our DARE hockey rink is eight
years old. It was all done through donations and we still do
everything through donations B as much services as we can. However,
due to the fact that it is eight years old and pretty much used year
round besides in the winter time when there is snow on it, they are
looking to do some repairs to the surface. It needs some repairs.
We need to fill the cracks and get it professionally done. Every
year they did it B Jim and he and some other people last year B
serviced the rink on their own time and they worked very hard on it
but the problem is that there are cracks and the cracks are getting
bigger and that is something that has to be professionally done. And
also they need additional fencing B higher fencing B and some other
work that they need to do in the rink. And he spoke to the Board
last week and he believes they said they would authorize up to
$20,000 out of money in lieu of recreation for the DARE rink. And
that is what he is asking the Board for. Attorney Rice asked if he
was awarding it B does he want the Board to award somebody in
particular tonight. Chief Osborn said that he didn’t put the bids
out yet. Attorney Rice said then you don’t need any action tonight.
Chief Osborn said no, but he was told to bring it up tonight so that
they can start sending the bids out so the money would be there when
they do get them. Deputy Mayor Abato asked the Chief if he was going
to get three bids. Chief Osborn said yes. He was just told to bring
it up tonight when he spoke to the Mayor. He asked to bring it up
to the Board. Deputy Mayor Abato said that she thinks that safety
is an issue and she really doesn’t want to see any of the kids
getting hurt. And that hockey rink really serves as such a wonderful
place for the kids in our community. A place to go, a place to play
hockey and enjoy themselves. It is a great program and Chief Osborn
has our full support on that program. If there is anything we can
do, we will. Chief Osborn said he appreciates that. When he gets the
three bids, then we will go with the lowest bid.

C) Stop Sign B Riverside Drive and Bridge Street B Set Public
Hearing B October 4, 2010:

Chief Osborn said that before his update, speaking to numerous
residents of Riverside Drive, Highland Avenue, and Bridge Street,
they are continually getting people complaining about Bridge Street
where they are pulling out about the visibility on Riverside Drive.
Due to the fact that it is a very narrow street, if somebody parks
there, except in certain locations, you really can’t see coming out.
So he is going to ask to propose a stop sign at the intersection of
Riverside Drive and Bridge Street and he would like to set that for
a public hearing for October 4. And whatever time you decide is
fine. Trustee Meehan asked if the stop was for Riverside traffic or
for Bridge. Chief Osborn said it would be for Riverside traffic
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which would enable the people from Bridge to pull out safety.
Trustee Meehan said Bridge has a stop already. Chief Osborn said
correct. Trustee Meehan said like the Bon Aire stop near Milford.
Chief Osborn said exactly. That is always an issue. Attorney Rice
asked if it would be two signs. Chief Osborn said he would get him
the dimensions tomorrow. Deputy Mayor Abato said now it would become
a four way stop. Chief Osborn said three way. Actually, there is one
on the dead end. So he guesses it would be four way. Deputy Mayor
Abato said this is a long time coming for us. Chief Osborn said he
agrees. Deputy Mayor Abato said it is in her neighborhood and people
think that is the NYS Thruway through Riverside. Chief Osborn said
he was on a call there about two weeks ago and he was assisting
officers on a call and he pulled up and at least five residents came
out and asked him if he could please help them out. And it was all
legitimate. When he sat there and watched, he understood their
complaint. Deputy Mayor Abato said it really helped out on Oakdale
Manor. So many children got hit by cars on that corner and we
finally put one there and it has really helped. So she is sure it
would do the same for Riverside Drive. A motion to set the public
hearing on October 4, 2010 at 7:50 p.m. was made by Trustee Simon,
seconded by Trustee Meehan. Upon vote, the motion was carried.

Chief Osborn said he had one more thing B a quick update. He said
that in August they issued 261 vehicle and traffic summonses. They
made 36 arrests. And they also had a commercial vehicle check along
with the NYS Department of Transportation and NYS Environmental
Conservation police. And he would like to thank the Parking
Authority as well for helping them out. And in a four hour period,
we issued 81 summonses. We took twelve vehicles out of service. And
they made two arrests. Just to highlight, and he knows that Rich was
with him the one time that they saw one vehicle, he said just to
show them how unsafe some of these vehicles are, and why we do
these, we had a vehicle pull up that was 30,000 pounds overweight.
It had the brake lines which were no good and the tires were
deformed. It was a cement truck and if he hits that bridge, he is
not stopping. That is why we do things of that nature. So it worked
out very well. And he also wanted to let the Board know that this
Saturday, which is September 11, they have opening day of DARE
hockey. They have games all day. They have a lot of teams this year.
They will be there from around 9 a.m. to about 3 p.m. So please come
up and say hello. He will be up there all day. And if he does a
ceremony, he will e-mail the Board due to the fact that it is
opening day and it is 9/11 as well. He thanked the Board.

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS:

A) Requesting Authorization for Full Payment, Less Retainage, to All
Bright Electric:

Superintendent Charles Sawicki said he was requesting authorization
for payment application #1 to All Bright Electric for the business
district lighting project in the amount of $85,045. Mr. Sawicki said
that part of this project we had a $50,000 grant from the Community
Development Block Grant. A motion authorizing the payment was made
by Trustee Meehan, seconded by Trustee Schoenleber.
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AYES: Deputy Mayor Patricia Abato
Trustee Bruce Simon, Trustee William Schoenleber
Trustee John Meehan

ABSENT: Mayor Dagan LaCorte

NOES: None

B) Requesting Authorization for Full Payment, Less Retainage, to
Diamond Construction Co.:

Superintendent Sawicki said he was requesting authorization for
payment application #1 to Diamond Construction Company for the
business district ADA ramps in the amount of $19,986.12. A motion
authorizing the payment was made by Trustee Meehan, seconded by
Trustee Schoenleber.

AYES: Deputy Mayor Patricia Abato
Trustee Bruce Simon, Trustee William Schoenleber
Trustee John Meehan

ABSENT: Mayor Dagan LaCorte

NOES: None

C) Requesting Authorization for Mr. Joe Hunt, Safety Coordinator,
to Attend an Eight Day OSHA 500 and OSHA 510 Training Class:

Superintendent Sawicki said he was requesting authorization for Mr.
Joe Hunt, Safety Coordinator, to attend an eight day OSHA 500 and
OSHA 510 training class in Piscataway, New Jersey. This is a Train
the Trainer course for OSHA 10 and OSHA 30 certification of Village
employees. It is scheduled for October 8 through October 11 and
October 18 through October 21. The cost for the course is $1500. A
motion authorizing the request was made Trustee Simon, seconded by
Trustee Meehan.

AYES: Deputy Mayor Patricia Abato
Trustee Bruce Simon, Trustee William Schoenleber
Trustee John Meehan

ABSENT: Mayor Dagan LaCorte

NOES: None

Deputy Mayor Abato said that Mr. Sawicki did tell us that this is
something that will really benefit our employees and our Village.
Mr. Sawicki said it will be a real benefit. We have been talking
about it in our safety meetings for quite some time and trying to
get all Village employees in the DPW the OSHA 10 class and the
safety trainers and supervisors in the OSHA 30. We have been making
attempts to schedule the classes through the fire training
department in Pomona and they only have one person and it is very,
very difficult to schedule B near impossible B so this would make
it very, very beneficial for us. And we could actually provide, at
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a cost, to other municipalities training. So there is potential for
making some money for the Village once Joe receives his training.

D) Requesting Authorization for Charles Sawicki to Attend the
Southeast New York Stormwater Conference:

Superintendent Sawicki said he was requesting authorization for
himself to attend the Southeast New York Stormwater conference on
October 13 in Beacon, New York at a cost of $80. A motion
authorizing the request was made by Trustee Meehan, seconded by
Trustee Schoenleber.

AYES: Deputy Mayor Patricia Abato
Trustee Bruce Simon, Trustee William Schoenleber
Trustee John Meehan

ABSENT: Mayor Dagan LaCorte

NOES: None

E) Revised Sewer Ordinance B Set Public Hearing B October 4, 2010:

Superintendent Sawicki said he was requesting a public hearing on
October 4, 2010 for a revised sewer ordinance as requested by the
U.S. EPA. A motion to set the public hearing for October 4, 2010 at
7:55 p.m. was made by Trustee Simon, seconded by Trustee
Schoenleber. Upon vote, the motion was carried.

F) FEMA Update:

Superintendent Sawicki said that he would like to give a FEMA
update. He said that on March 13, 2010, Suffern experienced flood
damage as a result of 5 inches of rain as well as significant snow
melt. The Village submitted six claims to FEMA. All six claims were
approved for a total of $315,076.69. And he would like to thank
everybody that participated in the formulation of those forms. 

VILLAGE CLERK:

A) Approval of Minutes of Regular Board Meeting of July 6, 2010:

Village Clerk Virginia Menschner asked for approval of the minutes
of the regular Board meeting of July 6, 2010. A motion approving the
minutes was made by Trustee Meehan, seconded by Trustee Schoenleber.
Upon vote, the motion was carried.

B) Approval of Minutes of Special Board Meeting of July 28, 2010:

Village Clerk Virginia Menschner asked for approval of the minutes
of the special Board meeting of July 28, 2010. A motion approving
the minutes was made by Trustee Simon, seconded by Trustee Meehan.
Upon vote, the motion was carried.

C) Approval of Minutes of Regular Board Meeting of August 2, 2010:
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Village Clerk Virginia Menschner asked for approval of the minutes
of the regular Board meeting of August 2, 2010. A motion approving
the minutes was made by Trustee Schoenleber, seconded by Trustee
Meehan. Upon vote, the motion was carried.

D) Decision B Caffe Dolce B Live Entertainment:

The Village Clerk said the next thing is that we need to have a
decision on Caffe Dolce. Attorney Rice said that Caffe Dolce had
requested a special permit for live entertainment. The public
hearing was continued over a number of months because the Board and
the Planning Board and the consultant were concerned with respect
to noise. The location is in the courtyard so obviously it has a
much higher potential for disturbing noise because it is outside as
opposed to most of the other live entertainment locations in the
Village. Our planning consultant, working with Caffe Dolce’s
engineer, Mr. Vanderbeek, had come up with some parameters. They did
some measurements as far as background noise. The Planning Board
made a recommendation B the application, of course, was referred to
them for their review and recommendation as is required under the
zoning law. By resolution dated September 16, 2010, they recommended
that the permit for granted subject to the following conditions:
opening time of Saturday and Sunday to be 1:00 p.m. The applicant
had requested 11:00 a.m. Entertainment to be limited to jazz, blues,
contemporary, rock, open mic and DJ’s and the Village Board to
decide on decibel level. Furthermore, that the maximum decibel at
the property line be developed as a condition of any approval. That
the applicant has offered to purchase for the Village a decibel
meter that is acceptable for the building department to accurately
record the decibel readings. That has already occurred. Permit be
limited for a period not to exceed six months subject to renewal.
That the permit be revoked by the Board of Trustees if a pattern of
violations is discerned. Furthermore, per provision of the site plan
approval, that the applicant will provide on a weekly basis to the
building department records documenting the type of entertainment,
the hours of entertainment and the maximum occupancy on an hourly
basis. 

Attorney Rice said that what he has provided to the Board is just
an idea of an outline for a motion to approve. And he said that it
would be subject to the condition that the days and times are
restricted. Wednesday and Thursday 6:00 p.m. to 11:00 p.m. Friday
6:00 p.m. to 11:45 p.m. Saturday 1:00 p.m. to 12:45 p.m. (which was
changed further down in minutes to 11:45 p.m.) Sunday 1:00 p.m. to
7:00 p.m. And he has also added, and they don’t have it on their
outline, because he had also requested additional times if Monday
happens to be a holiday. So he also added that if Monday is a
holiday, they wanted Sunday entertainment B they asked for 11:00 B
but the Planning Board said from 1:00 p.m. until 11:45 p.m. and on
Monday from 1:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. but only if it is a holiday.
Deputy Mayor Abato said to Attorney Rice that he just said until
12:45 p.m. Did you mean 12:45 a.m. He said 11:45. Deputy Mayor Abato
said Saturday night you said 12:45 p.m. Attorney Rice said it should
be 1:00 p.m. to 12:45 p.m. Deputy Mayor Abato said a.m. Attorney
Rice said their shouldn’t be any a.m.’s. The starting time should
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always be 1:00 p.m. to 11:45 P.M. Starting time on Sunday if it is
after a holiday should be 1:00 p.m. going to 11:45 p.m. Deputy Mayor
Abato said 11:45 p.m. Live music restricted to jazz, blues,
contemporary, rock, open mic and DJ’s. Noise measurement at the
property line not to exceed 90 decibels or such other limit or
restriction that may be enacted into law because we are eventually
going to adopt a local law putting that particular restriction on
the code book. In compliance with requirements of the site plan
approval, the applicant will provide on a weekly basis a sworn
report documenting the days, times and type of entertainment
provided and maximum occupancy on an hourly basis. We talked about
having all the special permits expire at the end of the year. So the
next condition would be that the special permit shall expire on
December 31, 2010, requiring that the applicant apply for renewal
on or before November 1, 2010. The Mayor may direct that the permit
be suspended for any violations of the terms of this approval or as
a result of any disturbances caused by the establishment of any
nature or kind pending a hearing before the Board of Trustees for
revocation of the permit or such other action as the Board of
Trustees may deem appropriate. And then lastly because the zoning
law says that live entertainment should be in a wholly enclosed
structure, and obviously this is not, the Board of Trustees further
waives the restriction limiting the live entertainment to wholly
enclosed structures set forth in Section 266.33(k1) of the zoning
law subject to compliance with the foregoing conditions,
restrictions and limitations. Attorney Rice said this pretty much
hits the heart of what the proposal consists of. A motion to adopt
this special permit for live entertainment as outlined by Attorney
Rice was made by Trustee Simon, seconded by Trustee Schoenleber.
Trustee Simon said the second to the last paragraph B "Mayor may
direct the permit be suspended for any violation." What he wants to
ask is that this doesn’t mean this or any other establishment that
might fall under the kind of nuisances. If the proprietor has a
problem with a patron and the patron then picks up the phone and
says, hey, it is too loud. Shut them down. And that becomes an every
month kind of thing chasing around. Attorney Rice said no, this
essentially is what we put in as a condition of all the approvals
that the Board of Trustees reserves the right to revoke the permit
after a hearing but in order to ensure if it is a really troublesome
situation that the live entertainment ceases until there can be a
hearing. This resolution gives the Mayor the authority to suspend
the live entertainment permit in the interim. And we have had only
a couple of instances where that has been necessary. And those have
been pretty horrific situations. Trustee Simon said it is more about
protecting us as a Board and the business owner from the nickel and
dime stuff, for lack of a better term. He just wants to make sure
that if there is a reason to suspend it, it is a good reason and not
just because somebody doesn’t like somebody else. Attorney Rice said
that is the point. Upon vote, the motion was carried.

E) Resolution No. 4, 2010 B Village Justice Court Audit:

The Village Clerk said this next item is Resolution No. 4, 2010 B
to adopt the Village Justice Court Audit report for 2009. 
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RESOLUTION NO. 4, 2010

RESOLVED, to adopt the Village Justice Court 2009 Auditors
Report.

A motion adopting Resolution No. 4, 2010 was made by Trustee Simon,
seconded by Trustee Meehan. Upon vote, the motion was carried.

F) Resolution No. 5, 2010 B Amendment to 9/10 Municipal Snow and Ice
Agreement:

Village Clerk Virginia Menschner said that now we have another
resolution B Resolution No. 5.

RESOLUTION NO. 5, 2010

AUTHORIZE, Mayor Dagan LaCorte, to sign the 9/10 amendment to
the Municipal Snow and Ice agreement. This amendment is for payment
purposes only.

A motion adopting Resolution No. 5, 2010 was made by Trustee Meehan,
seconded by Trustee Schoenleber. Upon vote, the motion was carried.

G) Georgie Porgie’s Request B Live Entertainment:

Attorney Rice said that his request was for Saturday or Sunday, at
his option, from 9:00 p.m. to 12:00 a.m. Jazz, classic rock, or
Motown. So what he would suggest is the following: that the days and
times be restricted to once per week, Saturday or Sunday, at his
option, from 9:00 p.m. to midnight. Live music restricted to jazz,
classic rock and Motown. Noise measurements at the property line not
to exceed 90 decibels or such other limit of restriction that may
be enacted into law. The special permit shall expire on December 31,
2010, requiring the applicant to apply to renewal on or before
November 1, 2010. And the Mayor may direct that the permit be
suspended for any violations of the terms of this approval or as a
result of any disturbances caused by this establishment of any
nature or crime pending a hearing before the Board of Trustees for
revocation of the permit or such other action as the Board of
Trustees may deem appropriate. A motion approving the special permit
was made by Trustee Schoenleber, seconded by Trustee Meehan. Trustee
Simon said that he thought the permit application was for Friday or
Saturday. He doesn’t see anywhere on here that says Saturday or
Sunday. Because he doesn’t think we would allow Sunday going to
11:45 p.m. Trustee Simon said he says once a week. Attorney Rice
said that when he spoke at the workshop, it was Friday and Saturday.
Chief Osborn asked if they could get a copy of the special permit.
Attorney Rice said absolutely. Upon vote, the motion was carried.

H) Request B Judge Richard Ackerson B Attend Conference B September
26-September 29:

The Village Clerk said this next request is from Judge Richard
Ackerson to attend a conference September 26 to September 29. A
motion approving the request was made by Trustee Meehan, seconded
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by Trustee Simon. Deputy Mayor Abato asked if we had a cost on that.
The Village Clerk said $488. 

AYES: Deputy Mayor Patricia Abato
Trustee Bruce Simon, Trustee William Schoenleber
Trustee John Meehan

ABSENT: Mayor Dagan LaCorte

NOES: None

I) Locomotion Power Sports B Request Permit for Live Music B
Saturday, October 2, 2010 (Open House):

The Village Clerk said that this next request is for Locomotion
Power Sports. This is the motorcycle place on the corner of Orange
Avenue and Park Avenue. And they are planning to have an open house
at their location on Saturday, October 2, 2010, which will include
live music by a local band. The band will be positioned in the rear
of their parking lot next to their building and they will play from
approximately 12:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. so as not to unnecessarily
disturb our neighbors either too early or too late in the day. They
asked that we advise them if a permit for approval is required. The
Village Clerk said this is just for one day. Attorney Rice said he
wouldn’t call it a live entertainment permit. He doesn’t think there
is any problem. A motion approving the request was made by Trustee
Meehan, seconded by Trustee Schoenleber. Upon vote, the motion was
carried.

FINANCE DEPARTMENT:

Deputy Mayor Abato said our Treasurer isn’t here tonight. The
Village Clerk said she had a resolution. Deputy Mayor Abato read the
following:

RESOLUTION NO. 6, 2010

WHEREAS, at the end of the fiscal year there may be variances,
both positive and negative, in the budget to actual comparisons of
several accounts of the Village on a detailed level; and

WHEREAS, it is more efficient and effective for the Village
Treasurer to make the appropriate budget transfers to increase the
budget of accounts and the negative balance by decreasing the budget
of accounts in a positive balance.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Village Treasurer is
authorized to make the necessary year-end budget transfers provided
that a list of transfers is furnished to the Village Board at the
completion of each transfer.

A motion approving Resolution No. 6, 2010 was made by Trustee Simon,
seconded by Trustee Schoenleber, pending approval of the Village
Attorney. 
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AYES: Deputy Mayor Patricia Abato
Trustee Bruce Simon, Trustee William Schoenleber
Trustee John Meehan

ABSENT: Mayor Dagan LaCorte

NOES: None

TRUSTEES:

A) Trustee William Schoenleber B Repair Fire House Roofs:

Trustee Schoenleber said he would like to take this off and put it
on for next month.

B) Trustee Bruce Simon B Education Policy:

Trustee Simon said that after years without one, we have now
established an education reimbursement policy for Village employees.
This basically means that there are times when the Village will or
will not, depending on circumstances, repay Village employees for
education. If it is for personal growth, if somebody is taking
gardening classes because they want to grow rose bushes, the Village
is not going to be reimbursing them. If it is for somebody to
improve themselves in terms of certifications or abilities to do
their job better and it benefits the Village, depending on the
circumstances, we might or might not but those classes have to be
done on that employee’s personal time. The Village will not send
somebody if there is not a particular need for the class. If,
however, there is B if we are in a position where if we don’t have
somebody staffing a position and we are going to be in trouble
legally and we are going to have to pay fines, we will then, as need
be, send somebody to a class to get the certification or the
paperwork needed to qualify for that position. That will be on
Village time and that is going to be very rare. Deputy Mayor Abato
said this will be on a case by case basis and the criteria that the
Village Board will be using will be personal growth, professional
growth and Village necessity. And we have also included in there
that there has to be a successful completion of that course and the
letter grade should be a "B" or better or an 85% or better passing
grade for that course. So if someone takes the course and does not
pass, the Village then will not pay for the course. Trustee Simon
said 66. A motion to adopt this education reimbursement policy, and
he wants to thank Attorney Rice for working with him on this,
subject to discussion and ratification with the union, seconded by
Trustee Schoenleber. Upon vote, the motion was carried.

Trustee Simon said we are going to amend the motion that this
education reimbursement policy does not apply to the police
department. To Village employees of the Village who are not members
of the police department or covered by the police department rules
and regulations, seconded by Trustee Schoenleber. Trustee Simon said
the education reimbursement policy applies to Village employees who
are not members or are covered by the police department rules or
education. So CSEA or not, outside of the police department, this
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will apply to them. The police department will have their own
separate rules and regulations. Upon vote, the motion was carried.

C) Trustee Bruce Simon B Arborist Agreement and Tree Replacement
Program:

Trustee Simon said that for those of you who were here at 6:00 p.m.
this evening, we have moved forward with a tree policy and a tree
replacement program. As the Village does not want to cut down any
trees but sometimes finds the need to, they have decided that the
policy is going to be that those trees that the Village has to take
down for safety or other reasons will be replaced. They will be
replaced by mature trees. The point of the policy is to reestablish
shaded streets and a neighborhood feel throughout the Village. We
don’t want any streets to suddenly become moonscapes because all the
trees were ill on that particular stretch of roadway. So that as is
sometimes unfortunate but is necessary the Village needs to take
down a tree, the Village will replant a tree B at least one for one
in its place. And we have signed an agreement with John Wickes from
Ira Wickes Arborists. He will be our consulting arborist on this
project. Currently and moving forward we will see how the process
works. 

Mr. Giannettino asked what is the cost of the agreement. Attorney
Rice said it is on an hourly basis and he was going to suggest that
the motion to enter into the agreement with him be just for this
particular project or whatever streets B the two streets you have
included or the one street you have included B and that the cost not
exceed $2500. Trustee Simon said the streets in question are
Riverside Drive, Ramapo Avenue and Lexington Avenue. Those are the
streets that will be covered this year. It happens to work out that
there is going to be major roadwork on those streets and that is
part of why some of the trees were taken down. Mr. Rice is correct.
The agreement with Mr. Wickes covers these three streets. This
year’s contract. It does not exceed this. A motion to enter into an
agreement not to exceed $2500 was made by Trustee Simon, seconded
by Trustee Meehan.

AYES: Deputy Mayor Patricia Abato
Trustee Bruce Simon, Trustee William Schoenleber
Trustee John Meehan

ABSENT: Mayor Dagan LaCorte

NOES: None

D) Trustee Jack Meehan B Set Date for Battery Saturday:

Trustee Meehan said he would like to have permission for the second
annual Battery Saturday scheduled for November 6. Actually, the
Saturday after the change from Daylight Savings Time to Eastern
Standard Time. Part of the publicity is that we want people to
change the batteries in their smoke detectors and in their CO
detectors too. It was thoroughly discussed last year and he hopes
with our new communication capability and e-mail that it would be
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even more successful and he would move to set the date for November
2, seconded by Trustee Schoenleber. Upon vote, the motion was
carried.

Trustee Simon asked Trustee Meehan a question. He said as was
discussed at the workshop was Trustee Meehan able to get in touch
with Ms. Agen from HP to see if in conjunction with Battery Saturday
do the electronics recycling. Trustee Meehan said no, he hadn’t done
that, but he will.

MAYOR:

Deputy Mayor Abato said the Mayor wanted to discuss powerwashing of
Lafayette Avenue. It has been an ongoing problem with gum stuck to
our sidewalks and the sidewalks are really taking a beating and kind
of looking a little bit shabby and since the downtown area has been
a big focus for revitalization and because it is the major hub of
our Village, we would really like it to be welcoming and nice
looking and clean especially for our store owners to have people
patronize their businesses. That being said we would like to
powerwash it, which is something we have done in the past when it
is needed and it is very much needed. The Mayor went out and got
three bids for this and the lowest bid being Hammertime Construction
for $3527.50, of which the Chamber of Commerce is willing to put up
$500. They are offering to help defray some of the costs and to
clean up the downtown sidewalks. A motion to have Hammertime
Construction powerwash the sidewalks was made by Trustee Simon,
seconded by Trustee Meehan.

AYES: Deputy Mayor Patricia Abato
Trustee Bruce Simon, Trustee William Schoenleber
Trustee John Meehan

ABSENT: Mayor Dagan LaCorte

NOES: None

A motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:54 p.m. was made by Trustee
Simon, seconded by Trustee Schoenleber. Upon vote, the motion was
carried. The Board hoped the Mayor was feeling better.


