
Village Board Meeting
Monday, August 24, 2015 – 7:30 p.m.

A regular Village Board meeting was held on the above date at 7:30
p.m. with the following members present:

PRESENT: Mayor Patricia Abato
Trustee Frank Hagen, Trustee Robert Morris
Trustee Edward Markunas, Trustee Jo Meegan-Corrigan

ALSO PRESENT: Virginia Menschner, Village Clerk
Terry Rice, Village Attorney

ABSENT: None

The Mayor welcomed everyone to the Village Board meeting of August
24, 2015. 

SET DATES FOR SEPTEMBER 2015 MEETINGS:

The Mayor said first up on the agenda she would like to set the
dates for the September 2015 meetings. The workshop will be
Wednesday, September 2 at 7:00 p.m. and the Board meeting will be
Wednesday, September 9 at 7:30 p.m. She said to please note the
change in the date as Monday, which would be our regularly
scheduled Board meeting on September 7, is Labor Day so the Board
meeting will be held on Wednesday, September 9 at 7:30 p.m.

The Mayor said since we have a few minutes before our first public
hearing she would like to introduce Brian. Brian is here from the
Poetry Club and Brian and she have been having some conversation
with regards to a Poetry Club who meets regularly in our Community
Room. And the purpose of the Poetry Club is more educational and
giving individuals, including the youth of our community, an
opportunity to express themselves with poetry. There was never any
charge to the Poetry Club in the past and since we have implemented
our new facility use policy unfortunately the club fell into the
use of their own being charged for. The Mayor said Brian
respectively wrote on some social media about it which the Mayor
had read about and she contacted him to talk about it because she
would certainly not want to lose something that she thinks is so
beneficial to the youth of the community as well as adults that she
feels is a wonderful way to meet and express themselves. So she
asked Brian to come tonight to give the Board a little bit - the
Mayor asked Brian to come up to the podium so that everyone could
hear him - she asked him to come by tonight so he could kind of
give the Board a little bit about the Poetry Club, a little bit
about what they do and Brian is asking that the Poetry Club be able
to continue here in Suffern to meet as they cannot afford any fees.



They don’t collect any money for profit so they would not have the
means of paying for the room. So the Mayor said she would like him
to explain a little bit about the club and ask for the Board’s
consideration and the possibility of waiving the fee for the Poetry
Club. 

Brian Roessel thanked everyone for having him here. He said he
appreciates it. He said basically Suffern Poetry is an organization
that he founded in March of 2011 because he wanted there to be more
arts and culture in this area. He said he got tired of having to
drive across the river or down into the city to have access to arts
and culture events. He said right now they have events about twice
a month. They have open meetings where anyone can come and share.
They also invite featured poets from outside of our community.
People that they think are really exemplary and have something
worth sharing. He said they used to have one of them in Suffern and
one of them in Nyack each month. But since the community room
recently became $75 a month that is $900 a year for them. He said
they take in very little money at the door and they use all of it
for advertising and to bring in high-quality featured poets and to
send their members to poetry festivals. So it was onerous for them
and since that happened they stopped having their events in Suffern
and they have all been in Nyack. He said they would like to be able
to bring them back to Suffern but they can’t manage the extra $900
a year for it. He said he has two minutes worth of testimonials
that he has collected from community members if the Board will
allow it. The Mayor said please, absolutely. Brian said this is
from the director of the Orangeburg Library, Mary Kane. She writes
“I have attended several Suffern Poetry events and have witnessed
a wonderful array of teens and adults reading and enjoying free
verse, haiku, slam and rhythmic poetry. The teens were especially
impressive. There are not many outlets for young adult poets and
Suffern Poetry offers a warm/welcoming/accepting environment.”

He said Donna Miele who runs a Writers Space in Nanuet writes:
“Suffern Poetry provides vibrancy, arts awareness, and a literary
feather in Suffern’s cap, one that most Rocklanders and outsiders
don’t expect to find here.”

He said Rachel Matza, a Suffern resident, writes: “As a resident of
Suffern, I have greatly enjoyed this group of diverse individuals
joining together. A creative venture such as this one is a major
boon for the community, bringing in individuals that dine and
recreate in Suffern while offering valuable and inspiring
expression.”

He said Brendan Wolf, a New York City poet, writes: “The atmosphere
that fills the room during their shows is effervescent enough to
bring poets from across the NY and NJ area.”

He said Annie Davis, who used to live in Rockland County but moved
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away, writes: “This group provides a home to the young and old and
has a special place in the Suffern community.”

Mr. Roessler said he thinks that kind of develops the sense. He
said he has four pages and he gave the Mayor a copy if anyone is
interested. He said that kind of conveys the sense of who they are
and what they do. The Mayor thanked him and said she appreciates
that. She said that Brian is here to ask the Board to waive the
fees so they continue this program here in the Village of Suffern.
She asked if there would be any questions or comments from the
Board.

Trustee Hagen asked if they had a night that they meet. The Mayor
asked Mr. Roessler if they have a specific night. Mr. Roessler said
traditionally their Poetry Club occurs on the third Saturday of
each month. Trustee Hagen said here in Village Hall. The Mayor said
here in Village Hall in the community room. Trustee Meegan-Corrigan
asked if that date still works for him. Mr. Roessler said yes. The
Mayor asked if there were any other questions or concerns from the
Board. Trustee Markunas asked Attorney Rice if he sees any
exception to them granting this request in regards to our policy
that we have in place. Attorney Rice said he thinks you have the
ability to decide essentially that you are going to sponsor a
program and essentially you are making it part of our program when
you do that. And our programs you obviously don’t charge for.
Trustee Markunas said so you see no problem with it. Attorney Rice
said he doesn’t see a problem with it. Trustee Markunas said okay,
thank you.

The Mayor asked if she had a motion to move to waive the fee for
the Poetry Club. The motion was made by Trustee Meegan-Corrigan,
seconded by Trustee Hagen. Upon vote, the motion was carried. The
Mayor welcomed him back. Trustee Meegan-Corrigan thanked him very
much for what he does. The Mayor said great program.

7:40 P.M. - PUBLIC HEARING - HOUSING STANDARDS:

The Mayor said we will now have our public hearing on the housing
standards. Attorney Rice these are changes in our Village housing
code that the building department has requested. It makes it more
stringent. Presently there is a requirement that every dwelling
unit shall contain at least 100 square feet of floor space for the
first occupant and 75 square feet for each additional. The local
law has a whole array of additional requirements so there is
sufficient room for the number of occupants, including ensuring,
for example, that the kitchen is not used for occupancy and so
forth. The Mayor said okay, she will open the public hearing. She
asked if anyone would like to speak. Since no one spoke, a motion
to close the public hearing was made by Trustee Meegan-Corrigan,
seconded by Trustee Morris. Upon vote, the motion was carried.

3



VILLAGE OF SUFFERN
LOCAL LAW NO.    7    2015

A LOCAL LAW AMENDING 162 of the 
CODE OF THE VILLAGE OF SUFFERN
REGARDING HOUSING STANDARDS

BE IT ENACTED by the Board of Trustees of the Village of
Suffern as follows:

Section 1:  §162-6(A) shall be amended to add the following
subparagraphs:

(3) Dwelling units shall not be occupied by more occupants
than permitted by the following minimum area
requirements:

Space 1-2 Occupants 3-5 Occupants 6 or More
Occupants

Living Room None 120 sq. feet 1 5 0  s q .
feet

Dining Room None  80 sq. feet 1 0 0  s q .
feet

Kitchen       50 sq. ft.  50 sq. feet 6 0  s q .
feet

(I) The minimum occupancy area required herein shall
not be included as a sleeping area in determining
the minimum occupancy area for sleeping purposes.
All sleeping areas shall comply with subdivision
(2) above.

(ii) Combined living room and dining room spaces shall
be considered to comply with the minimum area
requirements set forth above if the total area is
equal to that required for separate rooms
(combined) and if the space is located so as to
function as a combination living room/dining room.

(iii)Combined kitchen and dining room spaces shall be 
considered to comply with the minimum area
requirements set forth above if the total area is
equal to that required for separate rooms
(combined) and if the space is located so as to
function as a combination kitchen/dining room.

(4) Kitchens, dining rooms and nonhabitable spaces shall not
be used for sleeping purposes.
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Section 2.  Severability. If any part or provision of this
local law, or the application thereof to any person or
circumstance, is adjudged invalid or unconstitutional by a court of
competent jurisdiction, such judgment shall be confined in its
operation to the part, provision or application directly involved
in the controversy in which such judgment shall have been rendered
and shall not affect or impair the validity of the remainder of
this local law, or the application thereof to other persons or
circumstances. The Village Board hereby declares that it would have
enacted the remainder of this local law even without any such
invalid or unconstitutional part, provision or application.

Section 3. This local law shall take effect immediately upon
filing with the Secretary of State.

A motion to adopt Local Law No. 7 was made by Trustee Morris,
seconded by Trustee Meegan-Corrigan.

AYES: Mayor Patricia Abato
Trustee Robert Morris, Trustee Frank Hagen
Trustee Edward Markunas, Trustee Jo Meegan-Corrigan

NOES: None

ABSENT: None

7:45 P.M. - PUBLIC HEARING - ESTABLISHING STOP SIGNS ON ROCKLAND
TERRACE AT ITS INTERSECTION WITH LINCOLN STREET:

The Mayor said we will have the public hearing establishing stop
signs on Rockland Terrace at the intersection with Lincoln Street.
Chief Clarke Osborn said he thinks we have spoken about this issue
at the workshop a while ago. He said they spoke to several
residents over in that neighborhood - Squires Gate, Prairie Avenue,
Rockland Terrace and one of the issues they are having is vehicles
coming out of Lincoln Street and getting onto Rockland Terrace in
a safe manner. He said also just to note - there are a lot of kids
in that neighborhood. A lot more than there has been in the past.
A lot of young families have moved in he noticed with young
children. He said he thinks this would be a good stop sign to put
there for safety of the children - really for the safety of
everybody. You have the car wash there. And that road, just like
Oakdale Manor, he would put in the same category. It is used as a
cut-through to get from Route 59 to Franklin Turnpike. So he thinks
this is a great spot to have this. Put it on Rockland Terrace and
Lincoln. The Mayor asked if anyone would like to speak with regards
to the stop signs. A motion to close the public hearing was made by
Trustee Morris, seconded by Trustee Meegan-Corrigan. Upon vote, the
motion was carried. The Mayor asked if there was any discussion
from the Board with regards to the stop signs - questions,
comments, concerns?
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Trustee Markunas said the stop signs - they are exclusive of the
stop bars. They are going to be painted also? Chief Osborn said one
of the things he would ask with that when the time comes is to have
a stop line. He said he thinks stop lines do make a big difference.
Trustee Markunas said right, the high visibility. The Chief said we
have spoke about that. He agrees. You really do see that as you
come up. If you are not paying attention to the sign you are most
likely going to be looking at the road. He said he thinks it is a
big advantage to have those. Trustee Markunas asked if we include
that in the local law or is that something that just comes with the
installation of the stop sign. Chief Osborn said he thinks that
comes with the installation of the sign. To put a stop bar in the
road comes with the sign. He asked Attorney Rice if he was correct.
Attorney Rice said it is part of the marking. Chief Osborn said and
since the Village owns the road we can do that. Trustee Markunas
said sounds good.

VILLAGE OF SUFFERN

LOCAL LAW NO.   8   OF 2015

A LOCAL LAW AMENDING SECTION 254-58 OF THE
CODE OF THE VILLAGE OF SUFFERN

ESTABLISHING STOP SIGNS ON ROCKLAND TERRACE 
AT ITS INTERSECTION WITH LINCOLN STREET

BE IT ENACTED by the Board of Trustees of the Village of
Suffern as follows:

Section 1.  Section 254-58 of the Code of the Village of
Suffern, Schedule viii: Stop Intersections, is hereby amended by
adding after:

Rockland Terrace North Boulevard

the following:

Rockland Terrace North and South Lincoln Street

Section 2.  This Local Law shall take effect immediately upon
filing with the Secretary of State.

A motion to adopt Local Law No. 8 was made by Trustee Meegan-
Corrigan, seconded by Trustee Morris.

AYES: Mayor Patricia Abato
Trustee Robert Morris, Trustee Frank Hagen
Trustee Edward Markunas, Trustee Jo Meegan-Corrigan

NOES: None
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ABSENT: None

CULTURE AND RECREATION:

The Mayor said that Cathy Mills is not with us tonight. She said
the Suffern Midget Mounties are requesting permission to hold their
Annual Bonfire at the softball field and parade from the Village
Hall to the ballfield. It is on Saturday, September 12, 2015. The
Mayor said she does believe that they contacted Chief Salmon. Is
that correct? She asked him if he had any issues and he said no.
The Mayor asked Chief Osborn if he had any issues. A motion to
grant the request was made by Trustee Morris, seconded by Trustee
Hagen. Upon vote, the motion was carried.

The Mayor said the pool will be closing on Wednesday, September 2,
Thursday, September 3, and Friday, September 4 due to school
starting earlier this year. They will not have guards to cover the
pool and the local students will be in school. But the pool will
reopen on Labor Day weekend, Saturday, Sunday and Monday and close
at 6:00 p.m. on Labor Day, Monday, for the season. The Mayor said
she believes that is all that Cathy has for us. The Mayor said she
does have the summer concerts which were July 9, No Exit, July 15,
Reflections, July 27, Kurt Gallagher, and August 6 was Carnaby
Street. All the summer concerts were very well attended and enjoyed
by all. As a reminder, the Farmer’s Market is every Saturday at Lot
A from 8:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Summer swim lessons have completed
for the summer. On August 18 the Suffern Fire Department held their
blood drive. The Suffern Street Fair will be on Sunday, September
20 and Suffern Day will be Saturday, September 26 from 11 to 3 with
day activities and evening fireworks. 

FIRE DEPARTMENT:

Chief John Salmon said good evening to the Mayor, Board and Suffern
residents. He said August so far has been a pretty month for them
with regards to fire calls and also drilling - they had a big
mutual aid drill up at Novartis which they had 11 mutual aid
companies come in and attend training up there. He said they also
had gone to two parades this past month - Stony Point had a parade 
which they actually won a few trophies - 1st place marching trophy
and 2nd place for one of their engines. He said they also attended
the Ossining parade a few weeks ago and the ladder truck won a 2nd

place trophy for that. 

Chief Salmon said on October 3 the Fire Department would like to
host a road drive - it’s an annual road drive they do every year.
He asked for permission to have that. The Mayor said we don’t need
to vote on it. We just need to know that you are having it.

Chief Salmon said they also have three new members that are joining
- Kristian Gusciora, Orlando Papaleo and Anthony Powell. He said he
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would like them to be placed on the Village insurance. The Village
Clerk asked if they were going to the Hook and Ladder or Hose
Company. Chief Salmon said all three are Hose Company. The Mayor
said and they have already been voted in by the membership? Chief
Salmon said no, next week. The Mayor said so pending approval -
Chief said pending approval by the Company. A motion approving the
new members pending approval was made by Trustee Meegan-Corrigan,
seconded by Trustee Markunas. Upon vote, the motion was carried.

GRANT WRITER:

The Mayor said our grant writer is not here tonight. She believes he is
on vacation.

VILLAGE ATTORNEY:

Attorney Rice said as you may recall we spoke about our planning
consultant, John Lange, who had been doing a very good job for us
for a number of years. He left Frederick P. Clarke Associates. He
had a non-compete clause in his employment contract and even though
we are only a few months into that two month period, he has worked
out with Frederick P. Clarke the following arrangement and he
thinks if it is okay with the Board we can proceed with it. He said
he now works with McClaren Engineering Group in the planning
section so the deal he worked out with his prior employer,
Frederick P. Clarke Associates, was that they would waive the non-
compete clause as long as we agreed to continue to use Frederick P.
Clarke for any traffic studies or traffic work that we have. So if
you want to do that he has the contracts here with the schedule of
fees for the various people that would be used and again, in most
instances, these planning and engineering services relate to
planning board applications and we have a local law where an
applicant is required to deposit money into an escrow account and
pay the consultants out of that. Of course if the Board wanted to
use them for any particular projects that would come out of the
Village budget but again the majority of it would be for planning
board applications. So if you would like to proceed with that we
would need a motion to enter into an agreement for the balance of
the year with McClaren Engineering for planning services. A motion
to enter into the agreement was made by Trustee Morris, seconded by
Trustee Meegan-Corrigan.

AYES: Mayor Patricia Abato
Trustee Robert Morris, Trustee Frank Hagen
Trustee Edward Markunas, Trustee Jo Meegan-Corrigan

NOES: None

ABSENT: None
Attorney Rice said the second would be to enter into a contract
with Frederick P. Clarke Associates for the balance of the calendar
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year for traffic consulting services. A motion to enter into a
contract with Frederick P. Clarke was made by Trustee Meegan-
Corrigan, seconded by Trustee Morris.

AYES: Mayor Patricia Abato
Trustee Robert Morris, Trustee Frank Hagen
Trustee Edward Markunas, Trustee Jo Meegan-Corrigan

NOES: None

ABSENT: None

Attorney Rice said he is very happy that that has worked out
because John has done a very good job for us. He is very responsive
and he is glad we can continue to use him.

Attorney Rice said the only other item he wanted to bring up was at
the last meeting we brought up two resolutions with respect to the
purchase of the VFW. One was a resolution declaring a negative
declaration - that is that there wouldn’t be any environmental
impact by virtue of the funding or purchase of the same and the
second was the financing resolution. So if the Board would like to
proceed with that - he said he has been getting inquiries from the
attorney for the seller. Trustee Morris said one question with
that. He said we did an appraisal. What is the property - he said
we haven’t seen the appraisal. What is the appraised value of the
property. Attorney Rice said he doesn’t have it in front of him but
it is significantly more than the $150,000 even taking into
consideration the lease that they would be having. The Mayor said
we would have to do two separate resolutions. Attorney Rice said
yes, the first would be a negative declaration under SEQRA. The
Mayor asked if she had a negative declaration motion. A motion
authorizing a negative declaration was made by Trustee Meegan-
Corrigan, seconded by Mayor Abato. 

AYES: Mayor Patricia Abato
Trustee Jo Meegan-Corrigan

NOES: Trustee Robert Morris, Trustee Frank Hagen
Trustee Edward Markunas

ABSENT: None

The Mayor said the motion is not carried so we don’t need to do the
second one.

POLICE DEPARTMENT:

Chief Clarke Osborn said he just had some informational items. He
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said we had a lot going on last month. He said they had a big K-9
training last week. They had 25 to 30 dogs all from the region -
New York. Most of them were New York. There may have been a couple
from Pennsylvania. He said they trained up at the Salvation Army
and at the ballfield. He said with the helicopter they actually
simulated someone in the woods back down at the ballfield. The
helicopter was flying low and called out the commands to the
handler of the dogs. They did bomb detection, narcotics detection
and apprehension. So a very good day. It was good to have that
training here in the Village. He said we did another Narcan save.
Narcan is a medication, a nasal medication that we give to people
that have an overdose. And in this particular case we have come to
believe that it was a heroin overdose on Dunnery Court. Someone
located somebody in a vehicle unconscious, not breathing, in the
car on Dunnery Court. The person was brought back. The officers
were there within probably a minute and a half, a minute. There
were four officers there. They did a great job with it. He said
they had numerous arrests. He said he thinks he gave them the
updates. He tries to keep them informed. Trustee Markunas said yes,
thank you. Chief said he just wants to keep them informed.

Chief Osborn said DARE Hockey - they have a lot going on. He said
he invites all of the Board, and the community as well. Saturday,
September 12 - starting at 11 until 3 they are going to have
Celebrate America Day, which is the opening day of DARE Hockey. He
said they have 5 games going on that day. They have 14 teams. They
will play two on Friday night and the other five on Saturday. A
barbecue, music and a ceremony. So he invites all to that. He said
he worked a lot with Steve and our code enforcers and our building
department. We had a lot of locations that they were at. And it
worked out very well. And he also wants to thank our Sewer
Department - Charles and Don. He said he knows they know because we
have had discussions over it. He said they had an unfortunate
discovery of something not so pleasant. An employee found a fetus
in the water at the sewer plant - between 15 and 19 weeks. And he
just wants to  clarify because he has gotten several questions from
people about the 15-19 weeks. He said the 15 to 19 weeks you can
see what it is. You can see it is a person - fingers, toes. So he
wants to thank them, all of them, for preserving the scene and
handling all the media and everyone else that was coming down that
day. They did a great job and are second to none.

Chief Osborn said two more quick things. Suffern Day - he said they
had a Suffern Day meeting with Cathy and some other members last
week. They are all set. She asked that the Chief mention two things
tonight. Suffern Day is going very well. They are all set in the
EMS part. And she is doing great in the other part. And he knows it
is a long way off but the Christmas Parade takes a lot of
preparation. And Saturday, December 5 - he said he knows we have
spoke about it. He said we actually have, and one of the other
messages he sent to them - and he knows he sends them a lot - it
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was about the Polar Express at the Lafayette Theatre. He said Phil
Tisi contacted us. The Chief had asked about a movie before the
Christmas Parade. So we are going to show the Polar Express two
hours before so everybody in the theater can come out. It is either
going to be at no charge or at an extremely reduced rate which we
are going to work something out with them. The Chief said he thinks
it is a great thing - all of them do. He said Cathy was going to
mention it so she asked him to mention it since she is not here
tonight. Trustee Hagen said he had one question. He asked if that
was a resident of Dunnery Court. The Chief said yes, it was a
resident of Dunnery Court. It was a resident. Trustee Hagen said
thank you.

AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION:

James Lyons of 29 Lonergan Drive said that last month he asked
about the emergency railroad crossing. He said he was told there
was some information at Village Hall that would explain things to
him. He said the only thing he saw was there was a request from
Chief Osborn to New Jersey Transit asking for permission to do
this. There was a response from New Jersey Transit saying go ahead.
There was a request from the Village to Ellen Jaffee to provide the
funding. There was a response from Ellen Jaffee saying she got the
funding. There was a press release announcing that the funding came
in. So his question is why has it not started. He said we had an
incident that Chief Osborn mentioned last week about where they had
to administer the Narcan. Had there been a flood maybe they
couldn’t have gotten over there and that person wouldn’t be alive
today. About a month ago we had a tremendous amount of rain in a
short period of time that flooded the underpass on Chestnut Street.
Thank God nobody needed an emergency vehicle. He said he doesn’t
understand why we aren’t doing this, why it hasn’t started. He said
he wishes somebody would explain to him what the problem is.

Trustee Morris said there are several things that have to be done
in addition to New Jersey Transit saying that we can go ahead with
it. It is his understanding, and again, Mr. Lyons has as much
knowledge about this as he does, but his understanding is that
there has to be room for a third track to be laid on each side,
there has to be vibration test done of the material and an approved
engineering report. And then it is also his understanding that when
the roadway is built and it crosses the tracks and goes into
Dunnery Court Orange and Rockland has to move a power pole or a
light pole - he is not sure what it is - telephone pole. But they
also have to take two people’s property. So being that you are
going to take these people’s property he thinks that the procedure
is that you get it appraised, you find out the value of it, you
find out whether or not they want to sell it and if the people
don’t want to sell it he guesses the issue of eminent domain comes
up - whether or not you want to use eminent domain. But none of
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these issues have been discussed. Again you know as much as we do.
You saw the folder in the office and again New Jersey Transit says
yes, go ahead and there were caveats to that regarding engineering
and final approval, etc., etc. Trustee Morris said and he hasn’t
seen anything that would give him an idea of what the final
solution will look like. Mr. Lyons asked if anybody has started the
process. The Mayor said what had happened was we had to do some
paperwork for Mrs. Jaffee’s office in order for the final approval
for the funding to go before a vote and for it to be approved on
the Senate floor. So Mr. Sawicki has been working, and the Mayor
herself, with Mrs. Jaffee’s office to get all of the paperwork
filled out and we just - she asked Charles when did we send the
last bit of paperwork in. Last week? The Mayor said we finally got
word that we could send in our final application that would include
all of the information that the Ways and Means Committee was asking
for. So right now we are waiting for final approval. We are
certainly not going to start getting engineers working on this and
getting plans laid out until we have final approval and know that
the money is actually coming to us. So that is what we are waiting
for. As soon as we do have that then Mr. Sawicki will put the
wheels into motion to start the planning process of the land, of
the New Jersey Transit portion of it and then we will start the
process. But we are not going to do any of that until we have the
final approval that the money has absolutely been awarded to the
Village of Suffern. We are definitely not going to spend any money
on it until we have all of that. The Mayor said as a matter of fact
as part of the process they wanted to know different aspects of the
project that would require engineering reports and so on and so
forth and we explained to them that we would not spend any money
until we knew that the project was actually going to happen. So
that is where we are right now in the project. Mr. Lyons said okay.
Thank you very much. The Mayor said you’re welcome.

Stanley Leshen of 102 Washington Avenue said he thought there was
going to be a public hearing about parking on the Boulevard and
Washington Avenue. The Mayor said we have postponed that until the
next Board meeting because in looking at the portion of Washington
Avenue that we were looking at she realized that Dr. Leshen’s
patients would be affected by that. Dr. Leshen said that is why he
is here. The Mayor said so what she is speaking to the Chief about
now is we are possibly looking into putting a couple of handicapped
parking spots in there and then making the no parking there
forward. She said we are trying to look at a different avenue to
try to help him out with that because she knows that he has some
people who have a tough time walking and so on and so forth. So she
wants to make sure that we are not putting those people into a
predicament where they can’t get there. Dr. Leshen said all he
needs is one space. He said he has a few patients a day. The Mayor
said she knows. Dr. Leshen said they don’t come together. The Mayor
said she knows. It is just such a safety issue there - Dr. Leshen
said they park for maybe a half hour. That is all he is asking. The
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Mayor said okay. We are going to try to work it out whether it is
like you said one hour parking or some handicapped spots. Whatever
the case may be. The Chief and she are working on what is the best
solution is there before they bring it to a public hearing. Dr.
Leshen said thank you. The Mayor said you are welcome.

Jean Hennelly of 135 Wayne Avenue said back in May, she believes,
we received the report from the State regarding their analysis of
the budget. And she believes we had 90 days to send a reply back -
to respond to that. Have we responded and when. The Mayor said our
Treasurer Mike Genito had actually contacted them to let them know
that we still had an audit that was outstanding. The Mayor asked
Mike to get up and explain exactly how that went. 

Mr. Genito said actually we did respond to the State Comptroller’s
office with a response. It was not that long. Maybe three weeks
after we received the report and had time to review it and digest
it. And yes, we did have a response to it. Mrs. Hennelly asked if
we could get that online. Mr. Genito said certainly. The Mayor said
our response? Mrs. Hennelly said yes. The Mayor said yes. Mrs.
Hennelly said great, thank you. She said and also back at the
December organizational meeting she believes that you said the
workshops would be on the last Wednesday of the month and the Board
meetings would be the Monday following. She said she doesn’t
believe that in the 8 months that have transpired that there has
been any following of that whatsoever except maybe May. May she
knows the Board meeting was on the right day but she can’t confirm
whether or not there was a workshop. The Mayor said okay. Mrs.
Hennelly said it is ridiculous. What is going on. The Mayor said we
try our best to adhere to that but she thinks that it is very
important that all the Board members are able to attend the
meeting. So they do their best to make sure that as many Board
members can be here as possible and the other thing is due to
holiday conflicts and things of that nature. Like this month we
can’t have it on the Monday. It is Labor Day. We want our residents
to be able to come out. So if you look at the dates - Mrs. Hennelly
asked what was the reason for this month. The Mayor said this month
was vacations. Mrs. Hennelly said why do people make their
vacations when they know - if any company - you are allotted a
certain time for vacation. It is two days out of the month. It is
two days out of the month. Why can’t you - she said she understands
a holiday, absolutely. The Mayor said we do the best that we can
and that is what she can tell her. She is not going to tell people
- Mrs. Hennelly said this is the first year that this has been so
bad - the Mayor said you say that every year, Jean. You say that
every year. Mrs. Hennelly said why bother - the Mayor said the
Board members request for changes and she doesn’t - Mrs. Hennelly
said she would like to ask when it is changed that it is put in
writing for the reason, the reason for the change. Who is not going
to be here. Is it going to be you, is it going to be Ed. It is
going to be whoever. It is ridiculous. The Mayor said if you watch
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the tapes of the meetings you will know exactly the reason why.
Mrs. Hennelly said you don’t give, you don’t divulge who is - the
Mayor said we do. Mrs. Hennelly said no. The Mayor said we talk
about it at the workshops and at the Board meeting. Trustee
Markunas said just to intercede here for a second. He said he
agrees with Jean and he believes that, and be it that everybody
does take a vacation and does need a change of schedule but we
should stick to and adhere to some type of structure on the
meetings. The Mayor said to Mr. Markunas that you have on several
occasions asked for meetings to be changed. Trustee Markunas said
and he just admitted that - yes. He said that everybody takes a
vacation. The Mayor said right. We will do the best that we can.
Trustee Markunas said moving forward we will do the best that we
can. The Mayor said but we have been doing that all along.

Paul Gerard of 2 Cross Street said the VFW issue that you brought
up before - it seems to be a partisan issue. It seems to come up
again and the vote seems to stay right down party lines. He asked
if the Board could help him understand the arguments for and
against on each side. He said he doesn’t know if someone wants to
take it from each side. But he thinks they would all like to get an
understanding for what the Board believes is the best interest of
our Village - either to go forward or not go forward.

Trustee Morris said you want to purchase the VFW building for not
very clear cut reasons. There is no definitive use for that
building. So you have the cost of the purchase and mind you we are
still in financial problems here. There is a reason why we are
taking out long term debt notes. So we are going to put $150,000
debt on our back but the $150,000 is only part of the problem. With
that debt you now have operating expenses, heating expenses,
maintenance expenses, insurance expenses and all the other things
related to this. So the $150,000 doesn’t really become a real
number. Trustee Morris said he had proposed long ago when this
first came up that the VFW and the American Legion get together.
Both of these organizations as most fraternal organizations are all
having a problem getting members and their memberships are
dwindling. And he had made a suggestion to the American Legion and
the VFW that there was no reason that they couldn’t combine and
share a space and one of them sell their properties and put the
money in their pockets and consolidate corporations - however it is
going to work out. But then go ahead and the VFW building, and that
would seem to be the one logically that would be sold - that should
be put out to go onto the tax rolls. We don’t need another
building. He said he doesn’t know how long Mr. Gerard is here but
he remembers when they built the firehouse next to the DARE hockey
rink - we spent hundreds of thousands of dollars and built a
firehouse that nobody wanted and now it sits there for dubious
reasons. We have community rooms there. If the VFW members want a
room - listen, we have rooms here, we have rooms there. We would be
glad to accommodate them. Go ahead, take your building, sell it on

14



the open market and get the money and finance yourselves for the
rest of your lives. He said he has no problem with that. But to go
further into debt now you talk if you are going to make an
emergency shelter we are going to spend $100,000 to get a
generator. We are going to spend tens of thousands of dollars to do
a kitchen and refurbish bathrooms and make them operable. Whether
or not the roof needs work he is not sure what else has to be done.
But again it is nothing unusual. It is normal maintenance costs
when you own a property and given our financial status at this time
there are viable options for the VFW. By all means he urges them to
take it. But he doesn’t see burdening the rest of the taxpayers of
Suffern with another ongoing debt. That is as clear as he can be.

Mr. Gerard said okay. So you are saying that we should look to see
if those two organizations can get together and dissolve what is
now the VFW. Is that basically what you are saying? Trustee Morris
said - Mr. Gerard said he is just asking. Trustee Morris said the
American Legion has a beautiful property that could probably get
huge dollars and move into the VFW building. Buy the VFW building
from them and they would both have money in their pockets to do
whatever they wanted to do with their organizations and you would
solve the problem for both organizations. That is really all there
is. It is very nice to say that every one wants to be autonomous
but unfortunately you can’t. Financial issues. If the financial
issues were different in the Village could we look at it
differently? Probably. But again given our financial problems this
is exactly what got us into trouble when you purchase things and
sometimes it doesn’t make sense. Trustee Markunas said he believes
that was well said. He said he concurs with Mr. Morris’s
statements. He said he believes the Village is not in a financial
position to make purchases of buildings and taking out additional
debt at this time along with the other associated costs that would
go along with the purchase. Mr. Gerard said okay. He asked what the
other side of the argument is.

The Mayor said the reason that we actually even considered the VFW
building is for several reasons. First of all it is an excellent
investment for the Village as the property and the building are
worth a lot of money. It also provides an income for the Village as
far as the parking spaces go that are on the property. That would
be revenue to the Village. We would also be able to utilize the
building which they get a lot of requests for at the VFW for rental
for different organizations and private people because they do have
a full kitchen which is a workable kitchen. Their bathrooms are
workable bathrooms. They keep the building in very nice shape. And
it would also provide a place for additional recreational storage
for us. It would serve a lot of very positives for the Village of
Suffern in addition the Village would have the opportunity to
either utilize it itself or to possibly use it for parking for the
Village - whatever the case would be - but we would have more
control over the property than risking sending it out and a non-

15



profit picking it up. She said she thinks you have a better chance
of putting it back on the tax rolls that way as opposed to putting
it out there blindly onto the market. And she thinks the final
thought for her is that she doesn’t think for herself she has ever
once turned her back on a veteran. And she doesn’t believe in her
life, she doesn’t believe in her child’s life and she doesn’t
believe in her grandchildren’s life that her family will ever turn
their back on a veteran. And when the veterans came to this Village
and they went out there to war - they left their families behind -
they were burdened. They were really burdened. But you didn’t hear
them once complaining. They went out there and fought for our
freedom. And she thinks as a Village that we owe them the respect
that when they come to us and they ask us for our help - she
doesn’t find that as a burden. She is sorry. She finds it as a plea
from them for help and for us to turn our backs on that and not
provide them to be able to keep the home that they have known for
many, many years to be still part of a community that they served
so well for many, many years. She said you know people forget all
of the good things the VFW has done for this community and she
thinks that the homes in this Village - if everybody had to give
$10 to keep our veterans in their home - she thinks that is a small
price. 

Trustee Meegan-Corrigan said and that is a really hard one to
follow up on. As far as the emergency shelter scenario she was on
the NY Rising Committee and they took a tour of the building and
the engineer that she was working with at the time had said that it
would be fine if we needed to use it. Just as our community center
is on this side that building has enough room, enough outlets,
enough air conditioning, the kitchen does work in good enough
condition to be an emergency shelter. We don’t sleep people. We
don’t. So therefore there would not be an overnight scenario. What
we have done in the past with Irene is we have worked with Rockland
Community College that the Emergency Management group in Pomona
provides and during Irene they brought buses in for us to move our
residents from Squires Gate safely. Also anyone that felt
threatened on Memorial Drive that felt that they wanted to be safe-
housed and they all went to Rockland Community College. So more or
less our shelter services are not meant to be overnight. Our
shelter services are for the firemen and the police that come in
and help us out. So she believes we had five or six different fire
departments that came in at least, at least, and they stayed at the
community center with Red Cross cots and they were all fed by our
firehouse. So that for a secure place for people to go to to find
out future where they need to be in an emergency it is well suited
for that with no improvements.

Trustee Morris said if he may he would like to add something. He
said New York Rising - you are absolutely right. There were several
projects designated for the Village that the board that was formed
approved. One of the projects that was approved was a 1.2 million
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dollar study of wetlands which would have gone over from Suffern to
Haverstraw. The Board and the Mayor - he said we all met with New
York Rising and part of the argument for getting this building is
that Chestnut Street floods and is inaccessible and you can’t get
through. He said they said instead of taking 1.2 million dollars
and spending it on a wetlands study, which is kind of useless, why
not take the 1.2 million dollars and correct the flooding at
Chestnut Street. We just went ahead and are investing in the Orange
Avenue development project. And it is centered on the fact that
people can walk to mass transit. Well, if Chestnut Street is under
water they can’t very well walk to mass transit. So we are arguing
with the state right now to take the 1.2 million dollars, let’s
forget the wetlands study, we have been studied to death. Let’s
take the 1.2 million dollars and let’s once and for all correct the
problem on Chestnut Street. Spend that money so that the housing
development that we put up to attract people to come into the
Village because of the availability of mass transit is now feasible
and we don’t have to have people take a row boat to get to the
southbound trains. They talk about the parking spaces available and
the revenue generated. That is kind of an oxy-moron. We have fifty
or sixty spaces that the Parking Authority hasn’t rented. He said
we talk about a good investment for the Village. The last good
investment that the Village bought we paid $375,000 for it. We
invested $50,000 and we sold it for $290,000 to have it ripped
down. That was the last good investment that we made property wise.
So there is a reason that professionals do real estate. We are not
in the real estate business. Again we have the Lydon fire house
which is a huge facility. He said he is not sure if Mr. Gerard has
ever been up there. It is an absolutely huge facility and by all
means let the VFW sell their building on the market. Their
appraisal came back a lot higher than $150,000 and let’s make room
for them at the Leo Lydon fire house. If you want to spend a few
dollars, fix up a room for them, give them a permanent room. That’s
fine. Go ahead and do that. He doesn’t want to disservice the vets.
But again you keep making these investments and we keep going
further in debt. There are an awful lot of vets that are living on
their pensions that can’t afford the taxes going up here. So you
have to take that into consideration too. Mr. Gerard asked if
anybody has looked into - do they keep books there? He guesses they
are getting a lot of revenue from the parking? The Mayor said yes,
all those spaces are sold. All the spaces at their facility are
sold. Mr. Gerard said okay, but do we have other spaces that
theoretically they would be taken up. Trustee Markunas said yes -
on any given day you can go to the F lot in town for thirty or
forty spaces. The only reason why the VFW or whoever rents the VFW
parking spaces is because it is closer to the train station and you
don’t have to walk up the hill. The hill from the lower ballfield.
The Mayor said she has heard from so many residents that they don’t
want the spaces down at the ballfield. They would rather go to
Ramsey and get a spot over there because they don’t have to do the
walking. So she certainly doesn’t want to lose any more. 
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Mr. Gerard said the only other question he had on this issue is Mr.
Morris has had a personal interest in this property. He said he was
wondering if he should be recusing himself from this vote. Trustee
Morris said let’s back that up. He said he has no personal interest
in the property. He said he is not sure how familiar Mr. Gerard is
with real estate. Mr. Gerard said what’s that? Trustee Morris asked
him if he was familiar with real estate and how it is - Mr. Gerard
said is he familiar with real estate? He said sure. Trustee Morris
said okay. When they first came up they said - Trustee Morris said
he is not sure how the $150,000 figure was arrived with. Trustee
Morris said his son is in commercial real estate and he said that
seems awful cheap, Rob. He said it is. He said that property should
bring in probably $250,000-$300,000 without much problem. Trustee
Morris said we just had an appraisal done. He asked Attorney Rice
if he was off on the numbers. Attorney Rice said he pulled it up
and the appraisal says the estimated market value is $550,000 and
because we have a lease back to them there is a value added to that
so the value that they have estimated it to be is $525,000. Trustee
Morris said so aren’t the vets better served by selling the
property themselves. We give them the space at the Lydon firehouse.
Again, his son seeing this sent an offering letter which if you are
familiar with real estate any real estate company if they are
interested in their property sends an offer sheet. An offer sheet
simply says we are interested in your property. We understood that
this was an asking price. And the organization, the company, the
property owner responds saying no, I am not interested in selling;
yes, I am interested in selling. I have a broker. Yes, I am
interested in selling but my number is $500,000 or $600,000 -
whatever the number can be. And it is simply the opening step in a
negotiation process which occurs with all real estate. Trustee
Morris said to Mr. Gerard that when he bought his house he is sure
the developer said I want $25 and you said the best I can do is $23
and hopefully you can settle at $24. That is exactly what goes on
here. And as far as his having a personal stake in here. He is
retired. He has no stake in any real estate companies. He has no
stake in his son’s business. Absolutely none. He said he can’t
declare it enough.

Mr. Gerard said okay so what are you saying. Your son wouldn’t be
very grateful to you that you voted no on the property if he was
able to get it at that price? Trustee Morris said that is kind of
a pointed question. Would he be unhappy? What does that mean.
Explain it to him. Mr. Gerard said it just sounds like a conflict
of interest and he would just think that you would recuse yourself
from that issue because it has the appearance of it. Trustee Morris
said appearance he can’t help him with. There is no conflict of
interest. And if you feel that way by all means there is a state
attorney general that you can contact and he will tell you whether
or not he has a conflict of interest. And Trustee Morris said he
would be willing to listen to his decision. He asked Mr. Gerard if
that sounded fair enough? Trustee Morris said he is asking him a

18



question. Raising your eyebrows doesn’t answer him. Would that be
a fair representation. Mr. Gerard said he doesn’t know. He thinks
it would be fair if you just let the rest of the Board vote. That’s
what he thinks. Trustee Morris said okay.

Mr. Gerard said thanks for sharing both sides of that. Mr. Gerard
said another topic he usually talks about - he was just thinking
about some of the other revenue-generating assets that we have
around here. One is the Novartis property. He asked if there was
any new news on what is happening there. The Mayor said she knows
that the bids went in. She has not gotten any formal notification
from Novartis if they have accepted any or one of those bids. She
said she knows that they have five bids, she was told, and that is
where we are at. The Mayor said she did make a phone call about two
weeks ago and there was no information that was ready to be given
to her. The only information that they were able to give her was
the process bid they were going through for the rolling layoffs.
But they did indicate to the Mayor that as soon as they had decided
on any of the bids we would be contacted. The Mayor said she has
not received any word to date. But she knows that the good news is
that there was definite interest and bids on the property so she is
being very optimistic. Mr. Gerard said thanks.

Mr. Gerard said and the only other big revenue-generating asset
which we are not getting very much out of is the 1.5 million that
all the residents here pay to Ramapo and we don’t get much in
return. Anything on the City of Suffern movement? Trustee Morris
said can he - 1.5 million. How does that number divide. Mr. Gerard
said sorry? Trustee Morris said how did you divide the number 1.5
million. Where does this come from. Mr. Gerard said that is the
estimated revenue that Suffern residents pay to the Town of Ramapo.
Trustee Morris said you mean through the town tax bill that you
get? Mr. Gerard said yes. Trustee Morris said you mentioned that
last week. And he was kind of embarrassed himself because he said
gee, if 1.5 million is that easy to find, how come we never found
it. So he went ahead and he pulled out his tax bill for the town.
And he guesses the 1.5 million would be pretty close - probably
would be 1.8 or 1.9 that goes to the town. And when he read his tax
bill and he is paying it a lot of years and he never read the thing
but how much do you think the Town of Ramapo gets from that 1.5
million. Mr. Gerard said how much do they get? Trustee Morris said
yes. Mr. Gerard said they get all of it. Trustee Morris said no
they don’t. If you look at your tax bill, and again he was
astounded. He said the county gets 21% of that total figure.
Medicaid - Mr. Gerard said we pay a separate county bill - Trustee
Morris said no, no. This is on your town tax bill where you are
estimating the 1.5 million dollars. That money is broken up - the
county gets 21% of that bill. Medicaid gets 34% of that bill. The
town gets 26% of that bill. The ambulance corps gets 16%. Solid
waste gets 6%. Green waste gets 2%. Hazardous waste gets ½%.
Material recycling gets 1% of it. Composting gets 1 ½%. And
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transfer station gets 1 ½%. Mr. Gerard said but they are town
services. Trustee Morris said so out of the whole bill, and he
presumes that the percentages are going to stay the same - but when
he looked at his out of a $1500+ - make it $1500 even - $220 went
to the town out of that $1500. So that 1.5 number is not a real
number. It is greatly reduced. Take 20%. If the 1.5 is real take
20% of that and that is what the town is getting. The other 75% you
would still have to pay. Mr. Gerard said okay. Here is the way he
understands it. The Town of Ramapo has the costs - their budgets to
run their town - including all those things that Trustee Morris
listed. And they have to look at the tax rolls and see how much
assessed value is out there to spread that cost. So they are
including Suffern residents as eligible tax rolls to absorb some of
that. So when you take - if you establish a city of Suffern and
that becomes a city separate from the town the town still has all
those expenses. They have to spread it across their Ramapo
residents. Trustee Morris said you are absolutely right. But those
other expenses now the Village would have to pick up. Mr. Gerard
said sorry? Trustee Morris said those other expenses the Village
would have to pick up. Mr. Gerard said that’s the part that we need
to understand. You are absolutely right. And that is part of what
he is asking is where is the progress on this - Trustee Morris said
again. The whole feasibility until somebody produces what their
plan is to make this a city. This has been argued about for years
and everybody has a plan, plan, plan. But the plan never
materializes. It is kind of pointless to argue about a plan until
we see a plan. Mr. Gerard said he agrees. He would like to see the
plan too. Trustee Morris said he would like to see the plan too but
we don’t have one. Trustee Markunas said we were told that we were
going to be given a plan which to date we haven’t been given a
plan. And to go back to your point. To have a fair analysis of this
tax and the cost to the Village and the county and the town - he
believes that it should be clarified by either someone in either
county government or town government to specify exactly where and
how this funding is distributed. How our tax dollars are
distributed through the county or through the town to give us all
a clear and accurate picture of where our tax dollars are going.
Mr. Gerard said okay, but he thinks the point that’s been made in
the past is we have an awful lot of the services already where we
are again paying for it again on our Ramapo tax bill. Trustee
Morris said he wasn’t able to find any services that they provide
that we provide. Mr. Gerard said you weren’t able to find any? Is
that what you said. Trustee Markunas said like a duplicated
service. Trustee Morris said the 26% that you are paying the town -
let’s make the numbers easy - 25% that you are paying the town.
That doesn’t even include the ambulance service. We have no
ambulance service of our own. But the ambulance service takes up
16% of that town tax bill that we pay - the ambulance corps because
they need paid drivers, etc. The Mayor said she doesn’t believe
that is accurate. Trustee Morris said well look at the tax bill.
The Mayor said because the ambulance corps bills your insurance
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company now. Trustee Morris said look at your tax bill. You have a
tax bill at home. We all have them. By all means. Trustee Morris
said he has one here if you like. Mr. Gerard said he is not arguing
with Mr. Morris. He said he agrees that we have to look at all the
services and make sure they would have to be covered if we are not
covering them already. He is not arguing with that. Trustee Morris
said you are absolutely right. But until we have a plan - Mr.
Gerard said but he doesn’t think it is all the things that he is
saying. He said he thinks we have an awful lot covered in this
Village already. There is a lot that we are paying twice for and he
thinks we need to go through the work of figuring out exactly what
that is that we are paying twice for. Trustee Morris said that is
what he did. Believe him. Go home and take a look at that bill. Mr.
Gerard said he doesn’t think the way to do it is by reading Trustee
Morris’s bill. He doesn’t think it is reading his bill. Trustee
Morris said he sees. Okay. Mr. Gerard said he thinks it is more
than that. He thinks it is going through all the services that we
provide and comparing them to what we actually get from the Town of
Ramapo. For example we know that we have a tax assessor service
that is more robust than the assessor service that we have in the
Village so we know that that is going to be an expense that we are
going to have to cover. But we have police, we have fire, we have
a host of things. Our curbside. We have a lot of services. Trustee
Morris said you are not paying for those services in the town. Mr.
Gerard said sorry? Trustee Morris said when you look at your town
tax bill - Mr. Gerard said so you don’t think that in that bill we
are covering some of the police services from the Town of Ramapo?
The Mayor said no. That is one thing that we are exempt from. Mr.
Gerard said bad example, okay. The Mayor said but recreation, which
we have our own recreation. Mr. Gerard said he admits. He hasn’t
gone through this with a fine tooth comb because he is looking for
his Village leadership to help bring that - Trustee Morris said and
you are absolutely right. Look at your tax bill and come back to
him - give him an idea of where to look and he has no problem going
over there and looking for it. He really doesn’t. But right now he
is shadow boxing. We have a plan to become a city but we don’t have
a plan. Show him a plan that he can look at, evaluate, and make an
intelligent decision. Right now we don’t have that.

The Mayor said may she since she has been the one that has been
working on this with Terry and actually she has been getting a lot
of help from Mr. Gandon who has been very helpful in doing these
numbers and finding all of these percentages out for us. The Mayor
said we have put together the City of Suffern but there are certain
parts of it that Terry needs to fine tune and we also want to be
able to make sure that we have all the numbers correct when we
present exactly where the money that we are sending to the Town of
Ramapo would be saved here in the Village of Suffern and exactly
what it would cost to absorb any services and she doesn’t believe 
that there are any services that we are not doing ourselves
already. But we are not there yet. Mr. Gerard said you said that
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last time. Are we - the Mayor said we are just not there yet. It is
very difficult. We have to make sure that we have absolutely every
single service covered in this charter. If it is not we are put on
the hook for it. And if we can’t provide it we’ve got a problem. So
it is not just - it has taken us - the Mayor said to Terry that it
has been at least a year now that we have been working on it -
Attorney Rice said it has taken a while - the Mayor said yes. And
it probably would have taken us longer except for Mr. Rice, Terry’s
father, tried to do this many, many years ago. So we kind of had a
blueprint of what we were looking at and looking for. But times
have changed. So there is a lot more than there was back then. So
she is hoping that within the next two weeks, because our Board
meeting is now in two weeks, she is hoping. And she is hopeful
every time. But she is not going to present something that is
incomplete. Trustee Markunas said you did state that you were going
to present it to the Board and if you have any information he would
love for her to share it with the Board. The Mayor said absolutely.
As soon as she has - Trustee Markunas said complete and total
information. The Mayor said she will absolutely. Trustee Markunas
said he thinks that Mr. Gandon might have more information than the
Board does. The Mayor said the only information that Mr. Gandon has
is what he has gone out and sought out himself. Trustee Markunas
said and you were putting the plan together with Mr. Gandon and Mr.
Rice? The Mayor said no, Mr. Gandon has shared information with us
that has been helpful. Trustee Markunas said okay, that is great.
Please provide us with that information. The Mayor said as she said 
the Board will get it first before it goes to the meeting. She
certainly would not put it out there before the Board has had a
chance to look it over and make any comments or additions or
deletions as they see fit. But she certainly is not going to put it
out there until we make sure that we have all our i’s dotted and
all our t’s crossed and that we have complete and factual
information for it. Mr. Gerard said thanks.

Jim Giannettino of 2 Memorial Drive said this is a great discussion
about the City of Suffern and he hopes that if it is financially
viable that it happens. He said we have our own services. Everyone
knows that. We pick up our own solid waste. We don’t have our own
transfer station. There are numerous things that we do for
ourselves that either the county or the town takes it after we
collect it. That is what you are paying for and you will always pay
for that unless you want to go into the transfer business. So these
are things that everyone is saying a million and a half and this
and that. He said he doesn’t know whose numbers are correct. He
hasn’t looked at them in ten years. It is not as sweet as it
sounds. Hopefully it will save us money and if it does, go for it.
But there is a lot there that you think is going to save you money
and when you go line by line and you have to pick up your own solid
waste and then take it over to the recycling and they recycle it
for you - they are not going to do it for nothing. You are going to
keep paying for all the services that we don’t provide for
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ourselves. But by all means go through it. And if there is money
there we can certainly use it. He said he comes to everyone of
these meetings. And at the last meeting he thinks Ed brought up
something about working hand and hand with the health department on
code enforcement and you got annoyed because you didn’t know about
it. And you were right to get annoyed. And they are right to get
annoyed that you are doing things on the City of Suffern and it’s
a secret. The Mayor said it is not a secret. Mr. Giannettino said
then share it. The Mayor said they can come in and work with us at
any time and gather information. She said let her just tell him
something. It is hours and hours of work. It is not just like she
is - Mr. Giannettino said there are five people up there. The Mayor
said we have been talking about this for how many months now and
she has not had one of these Trustees knock on her door and say is
there anything I can do to help out with this. So please don’t
throw that at her. They had every opportunity to come forward.
Trustee Morris said he might add that the Mayor has never once told
them that there is a meeting concerning the formation of a city.
The Mayor said there have been no meetings. There have been no
meetings. It is her and Terry working - on the computer, on paper,
back and forth. Sending e-mails back and forth. That is what it has
been. Mr. Giannettino said so share what you have. Maybe they will
have suggestions. The Mayor said never once was she asked for any
information. Trustee Markunas said you indicated to us that you
were going to present us with a plan. This is a moot point. We
don’t have a plan in place. And this is what we need. Share. The
Mayor said she thinks this is not appropriate. The point of the
matter is that if she was asked she would have been happy to. Mr.
Giannettino said he would suggest that every one of you ask her now
in public. Trustee Markunas said he did ask. He asked the Mayor if
she could have a copy of the plan for the City of Suffern. He said
when he gets a copy of it he will read and he will give some help
to it.

Mr. Giannettino said now he will bring up the subject that the
other gentleman brought up about the VFW. Thursday he was down in
town and stuck in town because of that fatal accident. He said he
happened to run into Mr. Clifford of the VFW and he explained to
him that he has five active members in the VFW that when he called
for a vote to sell that building he had to pick up three of the
five members to get them to come to a vote. So we are not
displacing 30, 50, 100 veterans. He said if they need a small room
he is sure there is a room upstairs. There is Leo Lydon. They can
come in here and have a meeting. Let them sell their building. He
said he had a daycare building that wanted to buy that building and
was told it couldn’t be used for that. Now that is from the man who
is handling the sale for the VFW. He said he is going to take his
word above anyone else’s.

Jonathan Turco of 20 Lexington Avenue said he just wanted to make
a general comment. He said you do realize that you guys are like
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the parents for this Village. So to him when you are up here
fighting it is kind of like a dysfunctional family is going to come
after it. So as you guys are a Board and he doesn’t know what goes
on behind the scenes but it seems like a dysfunctional family. And
it is actually a shame for us to sit here and watch how you guys
fight up there back and forth. You guys don’t know what is going on
with each other. Not really much of a Board. Very segregated and it
makes the whole community segregated. He said he just hopes they
realize that it doesn’t just affect you guys - it trickles down
from every generation. There is segregation throughout the entire
town. He said we are actually trying privately to work towards
unification without the Board because more people care of
unification here in Suffern outside, in his opinion, from what he
sees on the Board. Don’t you guys see that there is something that
you guys have a huge responsibility for all of us and our children
that are growing up here. So put all your differences aside at some
point. He said we are all here to help. Everybody wants a unified
Suffern. That is all we want. He said we are sick and tired of all
this fighting - it’s non-stop fighting. People aren’t sharing this,
people don’t know that. It is confusion in people’s minds and
everyone is going to end up leaving. You guys are the parents and
if you have a dysfunctional family the kids end up a little bit
dysfunctional themselves. And that is what is happening here. You
have a lot of disgruntled people up here speaking to you because
they don’t know what is really going on because it seems like you
guys don’t know what is going on. If you guys don’t know what is
going on how is anybody going to have faith in the system at all.
So they are doing side projects to unify and try to boost the
Suffern Farmer’s Market - they are doing all that. They are not
getting paid for it. So is it your job to look up all the City of
Suffern stuff? Maybe not. But do we vote you guys in to gather that
information to help Suffern revitalize itself? Yes. He said he
hasn’t been coming for that long but he has to tell them that since
he has been coming it doesn’t really look like a Board. Some of you
should sit on the left and some of you should sit on the right and
put a big barrier in between you. If you don’t want to work
together then don’t even have these meetings. It should be taken
out of your hands and put in someone else’s hands - the people that
really care about getting together and making sure it works for
everyone. You guys are going to have your differences but try to
agree to disagree at some point and find a happy medium. Because he
has to tell them. It is disturbing. You watch this stuff on
Facebook. What are people’s reactions? They are not going to move
to Suffern. People are going to want to leave. So he hopes that one
day maybe - he said he knows they have a couple of months until an
election in November but maybe until then they can work together on
some of the issues that everybody has been trying to push here and
maybe come up with some solution for something together. Thank you.

Debbie Tapp of Oakdale Manor said she just wanted to bring up that
Jonathan Turco has been working on revitalizing the Farmer’s
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Market. He has brought about a lot of interest and people are
donating, businesses are donating their time. People privately are
making donations of funds and material and people are just pulling
together to make it a real attraction for Suffern. It is a whole
revitalization. She said there is a meeting August 31. She said she
knows that a lot of people watch the video after the meeting. Well
August 31, she believes they are in the community center, is the
Farmer’s Market meeting. She said oh, it is upstairs in the
community room and we really have to say thanks to Jonathan for all
that he is doing right now.

Tim McInerney of 8 Pavilion Road said he wasn’t going to say
anything. He said he has been sitting in the back through the last
bunch of meetings but Trustee Morris kind of got to him. So he is
going to give a little information that you might not know. He said
the VFW started here in 1934. They met in the back room over here 
in the restaurant. They got the post. They put the building up. It
became a tax free thing. Two years ago they came to the Village and
were willing to give it to the Village first shot for $150,000.
That’s where you got the $150,000 from. All they wanted was the
$150,000 so they could continue to do and donate to the flowers and
to the different things that they were supposed to. It had nothing
to do with they were old men like you had said. Now why would they
donate a building or sell it to you for $150,000 when it is worth
x amount of dollars. They didn’t care about the x amount of
dollars. They lived in this Village, they fought for this Village,
they died. A lot of them. There are only a few left. They were
willing to give it up, to give it back to the Village, to give it
back to the place that they came from. Not that he wants to get
emotional about this. But they wanted to give it to the Village. If
the Village took it, if they flipped it, if they built houses on it
they would get their tax money back. They are not looking to sell
it to anybody else. They were giving it to the Village. And you
guys up here for the last seven months have nicked them about old
and ancient and everything else. And it’s wrong. He said he is the
senior vice and he has kept his mouth shut about it because they
annoyed him. But he forgives them. The way you are talking up there
is wrong. They went out of their way. They gave the Village the
first shot. That is actually where they wanted the $150,000. Could
they sell it for $500,000? Probably. But they didn’t want to. They
wanted to give it here. Because here is their roots. Here is where
they live. Their families grew up here. That is why they wanted to
give it back. As far as the parking goes over there he has a list
a mile long of who wants to park in there because they get what -
a dollar a day or something that they are getting and they use it.
But it does get filled up. But it had nothing to do with the price
of going back to the Village. So he doesn’t know if you were a
veteran or if you were in the service or not. He said he knows the
others were. But it has nothing to do with whether the legion hall
sells a piece of property or we sell a piece of property. It had to
do with their thought about giving back to the Village - to the
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place they love. A lot of them aren’t here anymore. He knows
because he set the board from the living to the dead. And it took
him more than a month. And he knew some of these guys. And he just
wanted to let the Board know that that is where the $150,000 came
from. That is what they were willing to give and get. Nothing more.
They wanted nothing for anything. They were looking to give back.
So you guys do what you got to do and that is fine. But that is
where the $150,000 came from. The Mayor thanked him.

Andrew Zavoski of 3 Center Street said he just wanted to go back
and revisit the hedge situation at 3 Center Street. He said he
doesn’t know who may have contacted the homeowner who was in charge
of that property as far as giving them instructions as to what to
do at that place. Yes, it is an improvement. But still there is a
lot more that has to be done. He said he is prohibited from exiting
his driveway. He said he still cannot see to the right of him. It
is a very big barrier. It is a hazard that still needs to be
addressed. He said he doesn’t know why as you go down Highland
Avenue the hedges are still 6 or 7 feet high and then it drops down
to about 1 foot or 1 ½ feet. It kind of looks not really aesthetic
but still there are safety issues. If you want to come by and drive
by you can see what he is talking about. He said you are more than
welcome to. But exiting his driveway he cannot see what is on the
right of him. When he looks at the other residents on his street
there are no obstructions for those residents. And he is saying to
himself why does he have to live like this. He said he knows Dr.
Leshen there with his practice over there on the Boulevard and
Washington Avenue - he can look and see clearly. Mr. Zavoski said
he can’t. It is like a brick wall. So he would like to see some
more work being done over there at Highland and Center and if you
would like to come into his driveway and try to exit he said we
will see how well you do. Especially when there are pedestrians
that are on the sidewalk and young children in the area. The Mayor
said we did address this. We have Steve Conlee here from our code
enforcement department. This was addressed. The code enforcers were
out there. They did speak to the homeowner. She asked Steve to
correct her if she is wrong but it is her understanding that it was
not a violation. Mr. Conlee said what is left is on their property.
The Mayor said what they have cut down is what they are willing to
do and it is out of the right-of-way so there is really nothing we
can do but ask them to cut them down and what they have done is all
that they are willing to do. The Mayor asked Steve to come to the
microphone so we can hear him.

Mr. Conlee said what they have done is approximately 35 feet back
from the base of the curb is as far back as they have to go to trim
the hedges down. That is how our code reads. It’s 25 feet from the
Village right-of-way and there is approximately 10 feet right-of-
way from the curb base to the property line. Originally they did
not cut back that far and we went and told them that and they cut
back further. As long as that hedge is out of the Village right-of-
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way they are allowed to have the hedge. The obstruction, and he
understands to the intersection, but that is what we have to deal
with. And coming out of your driveway he understands the situation.
Mr. Zavoski said he doesn’t know anybody else that has that
problem. Mr. Conlee said if it were my house I could go to you. I
couldn’t go to the Village and have the Village come tell you to
cut them down because I couldn’t see coming out of my driveway. At
the intersection yes, that is what we did. The Mayor asked Mr.
Zavoski if he tried to speak to his neighbor. Mr. Zavoski said yes.
The Mayor said she would like to suggest that you send him a
registered receipt letter so that you have a record that you did
inform him that his hedges are a safety concern for you. But there
really is absolutely nothing that we can do as a Village to force
him to do anything more than he has already done. Unfortunately, it
is a nuisance to Mr. Zavoski but we did go out the very next day -
she said she promised him that we would and we did. Mr. Zavoski
said he appreciates what we have done but there is still a problem.
The Mayor said even maybe send them a polite letter and say I
understand that you love your hedges but I am fearful for the
children, I am fearful for and maybe him getting a letter maybe
will be a little bit more. Sometimes when you get a letter in the
mail it is a little different. It is just a suggestion. Mr. Zavoski
said he is just letting us be aware that there is an issue there.
Trustee Markunas asked Mr. Conlee what are the distances, what is
the requirement on the setback from the road that you were just
mentioning. Mr. Conlee said it is 25 feet back from the right-of-
way. The right-of-way is the property line. That is not the base of
the curb, which is approximately 35 feet back from the base of the
curb. Mr. Conlee said at the intersection. That is where the sight
distance comes into play. It is 35 feet back from Center Street
going along Highland and then 35 feet from Highland going along
Center. The Mayor said she actually still has - she said she had
Randy give her a copy which gives you the setback and tells you
exactly. Trustee Markunas said and that property owner conforms to
the setback. The Mayor said he does now. He did not. But he does
now. Mr. Conlee said the misunderstanding in the beginning was they
thought it was 25 feet from the base of the curb which they cut
first. And then we went out to see what they had done and we had to
inform them that they had not done - Trustee Markunas said and they
cut further. Mr. Conlee said yes. And that is an issue that a lot
of property owners don’t realize. Their property line is not to the
curb. Some people do not realize that. Trustee Markunas said right,
okay. Mr. Zavoski asked how high could it go. Mr. Conlee said as
long as it is not an obstruction to the intersection there really
is no - Mr. Zavoski said they can keep going 30 feet, 40 feet? Mr.
Conlee said it is just like a tree. You can’t tell it how high not
to grow. Trustee Markunas asked if there would be a difference with
putting a fence there. Mr. Conlee said yes but the same requirement
would come into play with that 35 feet that we just talked about.
But the height of a fence in the front yard cannot exceed 4 feet.
It is entirely different. Mr. Zavoski said he appreciates our
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efforts that we have done so far and we did correct a major hazard
there. The Mayor said we appreciate your giving us the information
on it so we can make sure that we act on it. Mr. Zavoski said he
wishes we have a nice week. The Mayor thanked him.

Carolyn Varano of 20 Boulevard said first she wanted to compliment
you on the new code with the density. She said it is a very good
forward step because many places, not just here in Rockland County,
but throughout the country, we are becoming very lax. There are
fires. Newark we have had some bad fires. Many of the cities. All
families devastated. Four or five people, twelve people died
because they can’t get out because there are too many people in
such a small space. They are crowded and jammed in. We have had
problems with people coming and going right up on Pavilion Way
before they condemned the building where they didn’t even know what
families were in there. One family would be working and the other
family would be coming in. We would have three or four families in
the same unit. The Mayor said she is going to give her some good
news. She said she was going to wait until it was her portion but
she knows this is something that she is very passionate about. The
Mayor said she got word and found out about some community watch
organizations that have been forming throughout Rockland County and
they are community watches for code enforcement, overcrowding, and
safety issues in neighborhoods. And what it consists of is actual
neighborhoods having these neighborhood watches where they are able
to send in and report overcrowding and safety concerns about
different houses and educating the public for what they should be
looking for. The Mayor said she has spoken to, she left a message
for Gordon Wren today. When she was on vacation she spoke with him
and he is going to give her a call tomorrow and we are going to be
meeting to start this process here in the Village of Suffern
because she thinks that the best eyes and ears are the people who
live in the community. So educating them and what to look for and
having a part of the process she thinks is going to help greatly
here in the Village of Suffern since we have a very proactive code
enforcement division here and building and fire code in the
Village. So she will be meeting with him. She will be passing the
information along to our residents and we will get this up and
running as soon as possible as another tool for our code enforcers
to use to be able to identify more of these properties and get them
taken care of so our fire and emergency services are safe and our
renters are safe so what we are hoping is that is going to be
another asset to the program. 

Ms. Varano said okay. One other thing that she wanted to ask was
fire safety as far as standpipes, sprinkler heads, water vanes and
the new buildings that go in are the buildings going to require all
this stuff now - the Mayor said our fire inspector goes in and
makes sure that all of that is up to code. Absolutely. Ms. Varano
said she didn’t see anything going in in that new thing up there on
Pavilion. The Mayor said they are. Trust her. They are. Ms. Varano
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said they will be put in. The Mayor said yes. Ms. Varano said
thanks.

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS:

A) Licensing Agreement - Orange & Rockland - Gas Main Replacement Project
Wayne Avenue:

Mr. Charles Sawicki said he had two items regarding agreements with
O & R Utilities. He said the first agreement is the installation of
a monitoring well on Village property. O & R is installing new
monitoring wells one of which is on Village property. He said if
you look at figure 1 you will see that WP11 is the well that is
part of this agreement. It is located outside of the entrance gate
of the water treatment facility and that is on Pat Malone Drive.
That will monitor the ground water for well #3 that is in the water
treatment facility at that location. This is part of the O & R
project the manufacturing gas plant remediation project down in the
bunker hill area - the ballfield area. That was the former bus
facility. He said tonight he has Ms. Marybeth McCormick and Ms.
Trish Austin from O & R here to address any specific questions you
might have. The Mayor asked if the Board had any questions. Trustee
Markunas said for the monitoring for the WP11 that you are
indicating - what are they going to be monitoring for? Mr. Sawicki
said in groundwater there are certain constituents in groundwater
as a result of the remediation project and it really will identify
any potential problems that we might incur in the groundwater.
Trustee Markunas said contaminants? Are you talking about
contaminants? Mr. Sawicki said yes that might occur and obviously
in close proximity of well #3. So we want to be able to monitor on
a regular basis. He said we have a total of 4 wells in the Village
and they are installing 4 new monitoring wells and again only one
is on Village property. The Mayor said just so the Board is aware
Terry has reviewed the licensing agreements and has been working on
them quite some time with Charles and Orange and Rockland and he is
satisfied with the licensing agreement. So if there are no further
questions she would need a motion for the Orange & Rockland gas
main replacement project Wayne Avenue licensing agreement approving
the agreement. The motion to approve was made by Trustee Meegan-
Corrigan, seconded by Trustee Hagen. 

AYES: Mayor Patricia Abato
Trustee Robert Morris, Trustee Frank Hagen
Trustee Edward Markunas, Trustee Jo Meegan-Corrigan

NOES: None

ABSENT: None

The Mayor said she would need a motion for the Orange & Rockland
monitoring well licensing agreement. A motion to approve the
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agreement was made by Trustee Morris, seconded by Trustee Meegan-
Corrigan. Upon vote, the motion was carried.

The Mayor thanked Trish for coming out tonight. She said we
appreciate it and as always we have a great relationship with
Orange & Rockland so we appreciate the open communication with them
at all times.

Mr. Sawicki said the second agreement is a request for the approval
of the property access agreement with Orange & Rockland Utilities
for the use of property along Wayne Avenue, Route 202, for staging
materials and equipment through October 31, 2015. He said this
agreement has been reviewed and deemed acceptable by Terry Rice,
Village Attorney. The agreement requires O & R to make a payment of
$7200 to the Village of Suffern for use of property for a twelve
week period. In the event the project is extended for any reason O
& R would pay additionally $600 per week or any part thereof. He
said the Village has had a tentative agreement so far with O & R so
this would be subject to a final approval by O & R. A motion to
approve the agreement was made by Trustee Meegan-Corrigan, seconded
by Trustee Morris.

AYES: Mayor Patricia Abato
Trustee Robert Morris, Trustee Frank Hagen
Trustee Edward Markunas, Trustee Jo Meegan-Corrigan

NOES: None

ABSENT: None

BUILDING DEPARTMENT:

The Mayor said although not on the agenda she had asked our Code
Enforcement/Building Department to give a report at the meeting so
she has Mr. Conlee here tonight to give a report. Mr. Steve Conlee
said just a quick monthly report just to let you know what we have
done in the month of July. They issued 20 building permits, they
did 15 municipal searches, there were 20 fire inspections performed
for a total of $19,365, which is what they took in with the fees.
He said there were 2 fire violations issued and 44 order to remedy
violation notices and 8 appearance tickets. And that is what they
did for the month. And as the Mayor has already spoken of they
spoke earlier this morning about that neighborhood watch group for
the overcrowding and he is glad the Village did adopt the area
requirements into the Village code. It gives them a lot more so to
speak. He said that was in the state code but was not in the
Village code so now they can work with that directly as opposed to
the state code. The Mayor thanked him for making the
recommendation. It is really important that we are able to give
appearance tickets ourselves. Mr. Conlee said it helps. The Mayor
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said it cuts down on a lot of time. She thanked him.

Trustee Hagen asked Mr. Conlee if some of those appearances are for
property violations like trimming hedges and all that. Is that part
of it? Mr. Conlee said yes that is all part of the violation.
Trustee Hagen said for certain violations that are not taken care
of - in other words if they didn’t take care of the property and
they went to court three or four times - Mr. Conlee said correct.
They are issued a violation first, what they call a nicey-nice
letter first. He said we send them a letter and tell them that you
have a problem. Take care of it. If that is ignored then an order
to remedy or violation notice is issued. Then if that is ignored
they go to an appearance ticket. An appearance ticket is really the
last resort. They would rather get cooperation through compliance
but it doesn’t always work. Trustee Morris said just a
clarification. An order to remedy, the number of orders to remedy
issued was 44. Mr. Conlee said right. Trustee Morris said what are
those for. He is looking at the back page. Were there any code
violations? He is not sure how it is explained over here. In other
words it says building permits - the Mayor said you mean broken
down into what - Trustee Morris said we generated $15,000 from
that. Fire safety - are those inspections or violations. Mr. Conlee
said inspections. Trustee Morris said those are all inspections.
Mr. Conlee said right. Trustee Morris said and municipal searches -
what is a municipal search. Mr. Conlee said a municipal or
violation search - what that is if you are refinancing or selling
or something like that the title companies will ask us to perform
an inspection - are there any violations on the property. That is
a municipal search. Trustee Morris said okay. Trustee Markunas
asked if they are interior or exterior. Mr. Conlee said it could be
either. Trustee Markunas said it could be either or - Mr. Conlee
said sometimes they will request an interior. No problem. They go
out and if they feel it is warranted they would request an
interior. If we didn’t, we didn’t. But we had a meeting not too
long ago with the Mayor and Mr. Rice and we are going to actively
require interior inspections now. It is a little bit of an
inconvenience of some of the homeowners. Do we feel it may be an
inconvenience to them - well why do you want to come into my house?
Mr. Conlee said we just want to make sure there are no problems.
Some people may - Trustee Markunas said and that is a request made
from the bank or the mortgage lender. Mr. Conlee said it would have
to come from the title company. The title company would request a
violation search and we would tell them we want to perform an
interior and they would notify the homeowner that we have to set up
an interior inspection and they have the right to say no, you are
not coming in my house. Trustee Markunas said right, thanks. The
Mayor thanked Mr. Conlee.

VILLAGE CLERK:

The Mayor said we have a whole bunch of minutes to approve. So she
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is going to rely on their honesty as to whether they were at the
meeting or not because she doesn’t have all that in front of her.
She said Kathy will check to make sure when she does the minutes
that whoever voted for them if in fact you voted for it and you
weren’t at the meeting we are going to have to come back and redo
it. She said she will start reading them one by one and only if you
attended that meeting are you to vote. If you were not you are to
abstain.

A) Approval of the Minutes of Special Board Meeting of February 12,
2015:

A motion to approve the minutes of the special Board meeting of
February 12, 2015 was made by Trustee Hagen, seconded by Trustee
Markunas. Upon vote, the motion was carried, with Trustee Morris
abstaining since he was not there and Trustee Meegan-Corrigan not
voting on any minutes until the July 29 minutes since she was not
on the Board until July 29. 

B) Approval of Minutes of Regular Board Meeting of March 2, 2015:

A motion approving the minutes was made by Trustee Markunas,
seconded by Trustee Hagen. Upon vote, the motion was carried.

C) Approval of Minutes of Special Board Meeting of April 8, 2015:

A motion approving the minutes was made by Trustee Markunas,
seconded by Trustee Hagen. Upon vote, the motion was carried.

D) Approval of Minutes of Regular Board Meeting of April 13, 2015:

A motion approving the minutes was made by Trustee Hagen, seconded
by Trustee Markunas. Upon vote, the motion was carried.

E) Approval of Minutes of Special Board Meeting of April 14, 2015:

A motion approving the minutes was made by Trustee Markunas,
seconded by Trustee Hagen. Upon vote, the motion was carried.

F) Approval of Minutes of Special Board Meeting of April 17, 2015:

A motion approving the minutes was made by Trustee Markunas,
seconded by Trustee Morris. Upon vote, the motion was carried.

G) Approval of Minutes of Special Board Meeting of April 24, 2015:

A motion approving the minutes was made by Trustee Hagen, seconded
by Trustee Markunas. Upon vote, the motion was carried.

H) Approval of Minutes of Special Board Meeting of April 27, 2015:
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A motion approving the minutes was made by Trustee Markunas,
seconded by Trustee Hagen. Upon vote, the motion was carried.

I) Approval of Minutes of Special Board Meeting of April 29, 2015:

A motion approving the minutes was made by Trustee Hagen, seconded
by Trustee Markunas. Upon vote, the motion was carried.

J) Approval of Minutes of Regular Board Meeting of May 4, 2015:

A motion approving the minutes was made by Trustee Hagen, seconded
by Trustee Markunas. Upon vote, the motion was carried.

K) Approval of Minutes of Special Board Meeting of May 18, 2015:

A motion approving the minutes was made by Trustee Hagen, seconded
by Trustee Markunas. Upon vote, the motion was carried.

L) Approval of Minutes of Regular Board Meeting of June 1, 2015:

A motion approving the minutes was made by Trustee Markunas,
seconded by Trustee Hagen. Upon vote, the motion was carried.

M) Approval of Minutes of Executive Board Meeting of June 1, 2015:

A motion approving the minutes was made by Trustee Markunas,
seconded by Trustee Hagen. Upon vote, the motion was carried.

N) Approval of Minutes of Special Board Meeting of June 4, 2015:

A motion approving the minutes was made by Trustee Hagen, seconded
by Trustee Markunas. Upon vote, the motion was carried.

O) Approval of Minutes of Special Board Meeting of June 19, 2015:

A motion approving the minutes was made by Trustee Hagen, seconded
by Trustee Morris. Upon vote, the motion was carried.

P) Approval of Minutes of Special Board Meeting of June 22, 2015:

A motion approving the minutes was made by Trustee Markunas,
seconded by Trustee Hagen. Upon vote, the motion was carried.

Q) Approval of Minutes of Regular Board Meeting of July 13, 2015:

A motion approving the minutes was made by Trustee Hagen, seconded
by Trustee Morris. Upon vote, the motion was carried.

R) Approval of Minutes of Special Board Meeting of July 29, 2015:

A motion approving the minutes was made by Trustee Hagen, seconded
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by Trustee Meegan-Corrigan. Upon vote, the motion was carried.

S) Georgie Porgies - Request for 2 Tables and 4 Chairs:

Village Clerk Virginia Menschner said we have George Porgie who
wants 2 tables and 4 chairs. The Mayor asked if this was a renewal.
The Village Clerk said no, it is a new one. Trustee Meegan-Corrigan
said she thought he had them last year. The Village Clerk said he
did but he is asking for them this year. The Mayor said that is
what she is saying - it is a renewal. The Village Clerk said yes.
A motion to approve was made by Trustee Meegan-Corrigan, seconded
by Trustee Morris. Trustee Markunas asked if he went through the
inspection by the code enforcement? The Village Clerk said yes. She
does not give them to the Board unless it is approved. Trustee
Meegan-Corrigan said he got permitted last year. Trustee Markunas
said he doesn’t have the documentation. He was just checking. Upon
vote, the motion was carried.

T) Kim Hamilton - Request for Block Party:

Ms. Menschner said we have two requests for block parties. One is
for Kim Hamilton and it is on Lexington Avenue between Chadick and
Crane Place and that is for September 5 from 12 p.m. to 10 p.m. The
Mayor said to Chief Osborn that she just wanted to check with him
on the block party on Lexington and Chadick. She asked if he had
any issues. Chief Osborn said no. A motion to approve was made by
Trustee Markunas, seconded by Trustee Meegan-Corrigan. Upon vote,
the motion was carried.

U) Adam Gutterman - Request for Block Party:

The Mayor asked Chief Osborn if he had any problems with this next
block party, which will be on August 29, 2015 from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m.
on the grassy area across from the Leo Lydon Community Center. The
Chief said there was no problem. A motion to approve was made by
Trustee Markunas, seconded by Trustee Meegan-Corrigan. Upon vote,
the motion was carried. The Village Clerk said she wanted to inform
the Mayor that we have an insurance policy covering the Village of
Suffern on that.

V) Set Public Hearings:

The Village Clerk said we have to set three public hearings. One is
prohibiting parking along Washington Avenue. A motion to set a
public hearing for September 9, 2015 at 7:40 p.m. was made by
Trustee Meegan-Corrigan, seconded by Trustee Markunas. Upon vote,
the motion was carried.

The Village Clerk said the next is a public hearing for handicapped
parking on Chestnut Street. The Mayor said a parking space on
Chestnut Street. A motion to set the public hearing for September
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9, 2015 at 7:45 p.m. was made by Trustee Markunas, seconded by
Trustee Meegan-Corrigan. Upon vote, the motion was carried.

The Village Clerk said the next one is parking sign on Washington
Avenue at the intersection of Boulevard - no parking. A motion to
set the public hearing for September 9, 2015 at 7:50 p.m. was made
by Trustee Meegan-Corrigan, seconded by Trustee Hagen. Upon vote,
the motion was carried.

FINANCE DEPARTMENT:

Treasurer Michael Genito said he had nothing to report.

TRUSTEES:

Trustee Markunas said he had a quick question for Mr. Genito. He
asked if the 2014 audit was completed. Mr. Genito said yes, the
2014 audit is completed. He said we just received the financial
statements but we are waiting for the management letter which
should be read in conjunction with those financial statements. He
said we expect to have that management letter this week. Trustee
Markunas said okay. He asked if we also file that with the
Comptroller’s office at the same time? Mr. Genito said we will do
that. He has asked them for an electronic version of the statements
and once he compares that to the paper version that will be filed
not only with the State Comptroller’s office but as well with the
financial advisors for continuing disclosure and on the website.
Trustee Markunas asked if we are late in filing with the
Comptroller’s office the financials? He said he guesses we are,
correct? Mr. Genito said for 2014 yes. Trustee Markunas said how
late are we? Mr. Genito said they are from May 31, 2014 and
typically somewhere within 90 days after that with the
Comptroller’s office is separate - not those audited ones - and
then there would be - and those audited financial statements
typically somewhere six to seven months after the end of your
fiscal year is normal for a municipal government in New York State.
So that is significantly behind but again we were doing the 2013
audit just prior to that. And we will be shortly starting the 2015
work. Trustee Markunas said great, thank you. Trustee Morris asked
if the unaudited 2014 statements are available to them - the
unaudited version. Mr. Genito said we can distribute to the Board
the printed copies of the actual final version of the 2014 audited
financial statements. However, accompanying those statements is a
separate letter called a management letter that comes from the
auditors to the Board which highlights certain things in the
audited financial statements that you should be aware of and
understand as you read through those financials, which is another
thing that he would probably ask the Board for at the next workshop
is a presentation by the auditing firm of the key findings in that
audit. But that will happen in September. 
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MAYOR:

A) New York/New Jersey Trail Conference:

The Mayor said she knows this is under the Mayor but Jo wanted to
update on the New York/New Jersey Trail Conference so she is going
to defer that over to her. Trustee Meegan-Corrigan said we have
been given a fantastic opportunity by the New York/New Jersey Trail
Conference. This Trail Conference has been working very closely
with Suffern Chamber of Commerce and also the Suffern Community
Task Force. She said she knows they changed their name but she
doesn’t remember what they changed it to. But they have been
working hand-in-hand with the New York/New Jersey Trail Conference
and have offered to spray what is called an invasive species vine
which will choke everything out within its site. She is working
with Terry to get the letter of approval. John Wickes has looked at
this and Joe Hunt has also worked very, very closely with their
committee and we are building a headway - it is already there but
they are sprucing it up - they are doing kiosks and pavers and it
will be a wonderful opportunity for people to actually know where
to go to start hiking from our Village and if they want to go all
the way to Bear Mountain apparently you can. She said she doesn’t
know who wants to go for that long of a walk but people do. She
said there are three or four lakes up there that you can go visit.
So Terry is working on the letter so that we can get this invasive
species vine taken out and there is apparently no harm to children
and/or wildlife and/or human life and John Wickes has also approved
that as well. So that is the update. She asked Joe Hunt when their
big event day is. Isn’t it coming up next weekend, on Saturday? She
said she thinks they are co-mingling it with the Farmer’s Market as
well as the Train Museum. There is going to be a whole bunch of
campers and then they are all going hiking so it might be kind of
fun to see. Trustee Meegan-Corrigan said right under the trestle
where it says “Welcome to Suffern” that is where that hiking trail
starts and it goes all the way to Bear Mountain. The Mayor said she
got challenged to actually take that hike.

A motion to adjourn the meeting at 9:32 p.m. was made by Trustee
Markunas, seconded by Trustee Meegan-Corrigan.
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