
Village Board Meeting
August 8, 2011 

A regular Village Board meeting was held on the above date at 7:30
p.m. with the following members present:

PRESENT: Mayor Dagan LaCorte
Trustee Bruce Simon, Trustee Patricia Abato
Trustee Jo Meegan-Corrigan, Trustee John Meehan

ALSO PRESENT: Virginia Menschner, Village Clerk
Terry Rice, Village Attorney

ABSENT: None

SET DATES FOR SEPTEMBER MEETINGS:

The Mayor welcomed everybody to the August meeting. He said the
first thing on the agenda is the September meeting. The Mayor said
we are going to have one meeting - the Board meeting - due to the
Labor Day holiday. The meeting will be on September 7, 2011 at 7:00
p.m. The Mayor said we are just going to go through everything at
one shot.

FIRE DEPARTMENT:

Chief Dan McInerney said that he had three items on the agenda. 

A) SUFFERN HOOK & LADDER CO. NO. 1: NEW MEMBER DANIEL WYNNE:

Chief McInerney said he would like to insure the following
individual who has applied for membership at the Suffern Hook and
Ladder and that would be Daniel Wynne. The application is attached.
A motion approving the request was made by Trustee Meehan, seconded
by Trustee Meegan-Corrigan. Upon vote, the motion was carried.

B) ACCEPT DONATION - LAMINA FIRE/RESCUE BOAT:

Chief McInerney said that two months ago we had a rescue at the
quarry and they realized, the fire officials, that the row boat that
they have was not adequate for that type of rescue. Capt. Kaufer of
the Hook and Ladder took charge of a committee and he went to see
what a replacement would be to replace the boat through a grant. He
stopped by AB Inflatables, located here in Suffern, to obtain the
prices. He met with the president of the company, Jeffrey McCurdy,
and he explained our situation and Mr. McCurdy has offered to donate
the boat with the motor. The value of the donation is $10,000. The
boat is designed for the shallow bodies of waters that we have -
like Lake Antrim, Foxwood Pond, the quarry, Mahwah and the Ramapo
rivers. Chief McInerney said he was requesting that the Village
Board accept the donation by Mr. Jeffrey McCurdy of AB Inflatables
to the Suffern Fire Department of the 12 inch shallow aluminum hull
fire rescue boat and the 20 horsepower Yamaha engine and that a
letter be drafted as such and sent to Mr. McCurdy. A motion
accepting the donation was made by Trustee Meehan, seconded by
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Trustee Meegan-Corrigan. Upon vote, the motion was carried.

C) E-Z LOADER FOR BOAT:

Chief McInerney said the other item is to spend $1000 for an e-z
loader for the boat. It is the only expense that they have and he
was requesting that it be taken out of his emergency repair truck
line. A motion authorizing the request was made by Trustee Abato,
seconded by Trustee Simon.

AYES: Mayor Dagan LaCorte
Trustee Bruce Simon, Trustee Patricia Abato
Trustee Jo Meegan-Corrigan, Trustee John Meehan

NOES: None

ABSENT: None

GRANT WRITER:

Mr. Fred Rella said that first of all they received this past month
$5000 for the projector and the screen in the auditorium and some
other technical equipment. So that was through a grant. Recently,
just this past week, he applied for $3500 for some equipment for the
Recreation Department, which will be receiving a check, and that was
for a tent which they will use at varying events, like Suffern Day
and at the pool and other times when they do need a tent. Along with
some signage, like metal frames with interchangeable signage, and
bullhorns and some smaller items like that. So that check will be
coming shortly. He said he is working with the Judicial Court and
with Chris with a Judicial Court Assistance Program grant. They are
looking at getting some air conditioners over in the Court as well
as a new pay window. And Charles is also helping out with that -
getting some quotes together for it. So that will be going in in the
next two weeks probably. Also he put in the contract for the award
of $5000 for the taxicab program for the Suffern Community
Foundation. And he was working with Mr. Jack Rosenberg on that this
past week. He only had to notarize his name nine times for that
grant, which is quite a bit. Mr. Rella said that Carrine will now
give an update on the facade program.

Carrine Kaufer said that she just wanted to give a brief update of
where they are at. She said she thinks the last time that they spoke
we were finalizing the design work and getting ready to send
everything to the state. At this point, they have resolved any
issues with the property owners regarding design. Made those changes
and submitted the entire package to the State Office of Historic
Preservation. They are still waiting to hear back from them. It has
only been about two weeks. They figure it will probably take at
least two weeks to get any kind of response. Michael Shilale, the
architect, is on vacation until Monday and he will follow up as soon
as he is back with them if we need to submit anything additional or
make changes. We are hoping that it will pretty much be a blank okay
to move forward. Michael will be ready to have bid packages by the
end of the month and then we will be able to move forward. So that
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is where we are at. The Mayor said excellent. Good work. Keep it up.

CULTURE & RECREATION:

The Mayor said that Gail Curtin is on vacation this week. She gave
all the Board members the report so they can at their leisure take
a look at that. The only thing requiring action is a request from
the Suffern Girl Scouts to have a garage sale at Village Hall on
Sunday, September 25. A motion authorizing the request was made by
Trustee Simon, seconded by Trustee Abato. Upon vote, the motion was
carried.

BUILDING DEPARTMENT:

A) REFER TO PLANNING BOARD - AMEND ZONING - LAW 266-26.1A REGARDING
COMMERCIAL VEHICLES AND SIDE YARD:

Attorney Terry Rice said the two things that the Building Department
has asked about is, first of all, they have been working on the
parking of commercial vehicles in residential zones. There are
certain vehicles that are allowed at certain locations on a
residential piece of property as long as they don’t exceed certain
dimensions. There is a proposal here dealing with that again. And
because the zoning law requires any amendment to the zoning law to
be referred to the Village Planning Board before the Village Board
holds a public hearing on it the request here is to refer the
proposed local law to the Planning Board for its review and
recommendation. A motion to refer this to the Planning Board was
made by Trustee Abato, seconded by Trustee Simon. Upon vote, the
motion was carried.

B) SET PUBLIC HEARING - AMEND NOISE ORDINANCE TO ALLOW CODE ENFORCER
TO ENFORCE - SEPTEMBER 7, 2011 - 7:15 P.M.:

Attorney Rice said the other item is to set a public hearing to
amend the chapter in the Village Code that sets forth the various
provisions which the Code Enforcers can enforce - for which they
have authority to enforce and this would add the noise provisions
to their ability to enforce that provision. A motion to set a public
hearing on September 7, 2011 at 7:15 p.m. was made by Trustee Abato,
seconded by Trustee Simon. Upon vote, the motion was carried.

VILLAGE ATTORNEY:

Attorney Terry Rice said that as the Board knows the Board
previously authorized $10,000 to hire a law firm in New Jersey to
challenge the zone change that was made to permit that large
commercial retail development at the Crossroads site. They started
a suit and we sat down with the developers of the property and gave
them a list of what our concerns were and our planner and police
department and other agencies have been working together trying to
go in the direction of resolving the lawsuit. The attorney that we
hired has sent out a letter to the developer’s attorney with the
outlines of the proposed settlement and it seems like it is probably
going to be a fruitful endeavor because the developer seems to be
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fairly willing to deal with us on our traffic and drainage and other
concerns that were raised. The $10,000 that was originally
authorized has or is about to be exhausted and we believe that the
matter can be finished up and resolved for approximately another
$2500. A motion to authorize the additional money was made by
Trustee Meehan, seconded by Trustee Simon. 

AYES: Mayor Dagan LaCorte
Trustee Bruce Simon, Trustee Patricia Abato
Trustee Jo Meegan-Corrigan, Trustee John Meehan

NOES: None

ABSENT: None

The Mayor said that as Terry said we are moving forward and based
on the amount of resources that we are committing towards this and
really the kind of fight that we would be involved with he thinks
if this ultimately goes in the direction that we think it is it is
something that is a positive for the Village and it will take care
of many of the concerns that we have and then also take care of
other things that have been long-standing in the Village. So we look
forward to wrapping this up hopefully.

POLICE DEPARTMENT:

A) Update:

Chief Clarke Osborn said he had just a quick update. And a couple
of items to vote on. Last month the Board asked him to look into
Oakdale Manor - some corrective measures in regards to speeding
violations. He said he met with residents over at Oakdale Manor
about two weeks ago. He said he thinks they have come to a solution
and we are going to put some efforts into effect in regards to speed
bumps. He said we did pick out two locations. The Chief said he
looked at them, spoke to the residents and we do have several speed
bumps in stock at the DPW. He said he spoke to them today and
Charles has been great in helping them out. So he will keep the
Board up to date on that but he did follow up on that and he thinks
that they came to an agreement - all the residents and himself. The
Mayor said he just wanted to note something. He didn’t know if
Elaine was getting it on camera when she goes over that direction.
But the bottles, for the people who are here, behind the Chief.
Those are props from the show. He doesn’t want people to think we
were having a party. Chief said it was one heck of a party when he
wasn’t here. Chief Osborn said in regards to Oakdale Manor the
problem will be taken care of. They will be implementing those
measures very shortly. Chief Osborn said last month they conducted
numerous safe roads initiatives. Safe roads is where they go out and
target aggressive drivers. They pick roads that have high traffic
volume. Maybe roads that have more than their fair share of
accidents. They went up to Orange Avenue and Wayne Avenue and issued
multiple summonses with teams of officers this past month as well
as just normal enforcement of speed violations and aggressive
driving throughout the Village. Chief Osborn said that one thing
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they have been working on, and they spoke about it at the workshop,
he and Fire Chief Dan McInerney and Charles Sawicki, our DPW
Superintendent, and one of the big problems they have in the Village
is that during a storm we have very limited access to the West Ward
through Chestnut Street and through the underpass on the Mahwah
side. And the problem was multiplied by several factors including
the construction in Mahwah down by the old Brakeshoe where when they
did construction on the bridge in Mahwah, the state of New Jersey,
it seems to be flooding much more down in their area. So where they
used to be able to get a fire truck, police car or ambulance down
Route 17 or up Route 17 through Hillburn or Mahwah and get to them,
now we can’t do that due to the way it has been flooding. So they
finally were able to meet with a representative, a high-ranking
representative, of NJ Transit. They met with them and they are
coming up with a solution to cut through from the Orange Avenue side
into the West Ward possibly the Dunnery Court area. Nothing is in
stone yet. We are working with them. Charles is working on the plans
and doing a great job and he and Danny have been contacting NJ
Transit. This is a problem which has been for decades to the West
Ward residents and he thinks they finally have it pinned down as to
how we are going to be able to make it a positive thing for the
Village and correct the problem. The Chief said he knows they spoke
about it the other night at the workshop. He asked if anybody had
any questions or concerns about that which they didn’t address the
other night.

The Mayor said he just wanted to comment on that. Earlier he talked
about the litigation with Crossroads and he commended the Chiefs for
working hard to get NJ Transit to come to the table and even discuss
a solution. Ultimately, while they have no problem with us doing
what we feel is necessary to ensure that our emergency vehicles can
get across to the West Ward during an event where both ways in now
are flooded they said that they would really put no money in it.
That the cost would solely be borne by the Village. And an estimate
is at least $50,000 and possibly upwards of $100,000 for this. That
is one of the items which we have asked the developer in Crossroads
to pay for. Our feeling being that since our major concern is
flooding and that the development may exacerbate the flooding
situation even more it would be a good gesture on their part to help
pay for our emergency access over to the West Ward so that we can
get in there and make sure that the people in that area are safe and
that emergency vehicles can get there. So again we feel that if that
is something that they are amenable to that that really again is a
positive and a big step forward to us being willing to settle this
litigation. Chief Osborn thanked him and said if there are any other
questions that come up tonight. He said they are still working on
it themselves and it is going pretty well at this point. And he
thanked Chief McInerney and Mr. Sawicki for their help with that.

B) ACCEPT LETTER OF RESIGNATION FROM PART-TIME DISPATCHER AARON
FRIED:

Chief Osborn asked the Board to accept a letter of resignation from
part-time dispatcher Aaron Fried, who served with them for a few
years. Chief Osborn said our part-time dispatcher position primarily
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works midnights to fill in when our midnight dispatcher is off. He
asked the Board to accept the resignation. A motion to accept the
resignation was made by Trustee Simon, seconded by Meegan-Corrigan.
Upon vote, the motion was carried.

Chief Osborn said he would like to also ask the Board - he spoke to
the Mayor literally a few hours ago and they did some homework today
and they were looking for candidates - and he would like to appoint,
pending a favorable background check and a clearance letter from the
Rockland County Department of Personnel - the Chief said we have a
Village resident named Joe Russo who dispatches in Tuxedo - the
Tuxedo Police Department for over two years - and he is interested
in it so the Chief is asking the Board, pending a favorable
background check and a clearance letter from the Department of
Personnel. The Chief spoke to Joanne today in regards to this. He
said we haven’t sent anything over to Personnel. The reason he is
asking to do this now is that he would like to get this started. He
is already trained and obviously with the summertime they are short-
staffed with vacations and they can use that position as soon as
they can get it. A motion authorizing the hiring of Joe Russo
pending the clearance of the Department of Personnel at the same
rate as other part-timers was made by Trustee Simon, seconded by
Abato.

AYES: Mayor Dagan LaCorte
Trustee Bruce Simon, Trustee Patricia Abato
Trustee Jo Meegan-Corrigan, Trustee John Meehan

NOES: None

ABSENT: None

C) SET PUBLIC HEARING FOR SPEED LIMIT REDUCTION TO 25 MPH ON
MAPLEWOOD BOULEVARD - September 7, 2011 - 7:25 P.M.:

Chief Osborn asked for permission to set a public hearing for speed
limit reduction. He said the one thing that he has found in the last
several years as Chief is to assess the speed and traffic issues.
He said that most people that he has spoken to in the Village, and
living here himself, whether it is a school event or baseball or
whatever it is not the high level of crimes - the robberies, the
burglaries, which is a good thing that we are not worried about so
much - it is the quality of life issues and the traffic offenses.
Chief Osborn said we have dropped the speed limit, which is the
lowest we can go by law to 25 mph on several streets. He is going
to ask the Village Board to drop them to 25 mph again on two
different streets - one on Maplewood Boulevard and one on Oakdale
Manor. He said the reason being is that Oakdale Manor seems to be
a cut-through at this point from driver’s from New Jersey cutting
through to 59. That is the complaint. And Maplewood - the low end
of Maplewood, down by the turn, even though it is posted at 15 we
would like to slow them up when they come into Suffern down by the
CVS in Mahwah. So we are going to ask the Village Board to go the
lowest we could possibly go, being that it is not a school zone, of
25 mph. We would need a public hearing on each one of those. A
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motion to set a public hearing to reduce the speed limit to 25 on
Maplewood Boulevard and Oakdale Manor on September 7, 2011 at 7:25
p.m. was made by Trustee Abato, seconded by Trustee Meehan. Upon
vote, the motion was carried.

8:15 P.M. - PUBLIC HEARING - TJG REALTY OF ROCKLAND, INC. ZONE
CHANGE:

The Mayor said we have a public hearing scheduled for 8:15 - TJG
Realty of Rockland, Inc. zone change. He said that the way we are
going to start is that he is going to let Village Attorney Terry
Rice give a brief description of legally what is being sought here
tonight. Then he will allow the applicant to make a presentation.
Then our Planner, John Lange, will then give his perspective on
behalf of the Village and then we will open it up for public comment
and then Village Board comment. So that is how it is going to go.
When we do open it up for public comment if you can come up and
state your name and we would ask that each person speak once and
that is how we are going to do it.

Attorney Rice said this is a zone change petition that has been
filed by TJG Realty. TJG Realty and Timothy Gulla are the owners of
3 tax lots. As anyone recalls, it is the old Franchini property
basically. So the hearing is on those three tax lots as well as a
portion of Pleasant Avenue that runs adjacent and between those
parcels for which the applicant has also filed a petition with the
Village to declare the road to be excess and to sell it to them. Now
the hearing tonight is only on the zone change petition. The
petition for the roadway came in subsequently and we are going to
act on that later by referring that to the Planning Board, to our
planning consultant, and their traffic engineer so that that can be
dealt with subsequently. But in any event the zone change petition
came in in February. The property is presently zoned 2R5 and they
are requesting a rezoning to MR50, multiple residence. It was
referred to the Village Planning Board as is required under the
zoning law and by a letter dated July 5 the Planning Board informed
the Board of Trustees that at its board meeting on June 15 of this
year they moved to recommend a positive recommendation to the Board
of Trustees on the zone change and also subsequently to look at the
possibility of increasing that MR50 zoning designation to a larger
part of that area because it was believed to be good planning. It
was also referred to the Rockland County Department of Planning as
is also required. And by letter dated May 26, 2011 the Rockland
County Department of Planning issued a letter with six
recommendations which the applicant and our planner will address.
And that is basically the broad outlines. The applicant can tell you
exactly what they are proposing as far as construction. And as the
Mayor said, our planner, John Lange, will then go over some of the
issues that he has.

Don Brennan of TJG Realty said he was here tonight to request a zone
change for three parcels B 15, 19, and 21 Washington. He said that
with him he has Jim Licata, who is their legal counsel, and Mark
Day, who is from MA Day. They are the A & E firm that they retained
to develop the project with them. Mr. Brennan said the building
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itself consists of B what they are requesting is 48 units B 36 two
bedroom and 12 one bedroom units on the subject property. The
building itself is four stories. It has amenities like a sauna, a
steam room. There is a common area, a courtyard, green space. They
are using a lot of green techniques in constructing the building.
The building in itself is a Hudson Valley style look. It is going
to be done in a hearty style siding. To tone it down, they do have
some pictures of the layout as well as the site plan layout. And as
the Board and a lot of people, the Village residents of Suffern,
know about two years ago his building had burned down there. And
they had come into the Board and requested B come into the Building
Department and made a request to rebuild his building. And
subsequently they had gotten a building permit on the property.
Based on a lot of concerns from the area residents as well as a lot
of the Board members and Mayor and so on and so forth, they looked
at other options in developing this property. As they know in the
past, living next to a construction company, is a little bit
difficult. And a lot of their work is emergency work. They do a lot
of work for NYS DOT and the Thruway so they are on call 24 hours a
day so their operation is 24 hours. Having said that, they worked
with the Village’s town planner and some of the planning board
members and they did seek a lot of input from everybody. And they
did design something that they feel is a good fit for the Village
itself. They are great units with close proximity to the Village of
Suffern. They put a lot of money into the landscaping and the
exterior aesthetics. Again, they opted to go with the hearty style
and upgrade the windows and so on and so forth. There is a clock
tower on the building and they did a good job - the A & E firm did
an excellent job designing this building so it will fit in with the
neighborhood. They have worked with the town planner, John Lange,
over the last year. They have made several revisions and this is
probably the seventh or eighth revision they have made to the
building to try to come to some sort of common ground. The original
building was a larger building. Subsequently it has been scaled back
based on concerns from everybody. And again he just thinks it is a
good fit for the area.

Mr. Brennan said there is sufficient parking and in fact they do
have in excess parking based on the requirement for the 48 units.
They do have a surplus of parking. The majority of parking is
underneath the building. They are looking at for the exterior of the
building some of the parking areas to be done in permeable pavers
or something in the latest techniques of stormwater runoff. Any
other technical questions that you do have you can refer them to the
A & E rep B Mark Day B or to the attorney.

Attorney Rice said that just before John goes up B he asked Mr.
Brennan if he had any issues with the GML recommendations or are
they all agreeable to him. Mr. Brennan said no B they have gone
through everything and they don’t see any concerns. They can comply
with what the requests are.

John Lange said that in the work that we have done with the
applicant, he thinks they have had a unique opportunity to do what
planners generally do and that is try to straighten out some



9

conflicting land uses. And this area has quite a few things that
don’t comply with the ordinance including partial properties and
industrial properties in a residential zone. When they surveyed the
area they found out that the density ranges from single family
homes, two family homes, three family homes, six family homes, up
to the newer 50 unit. And rezoning of the property to this would
help make a step in that direction. And his recommendation is that
they would continue not just for this property but to rezone that
side of Washington Avenue. In terms of the negative impacts, there
really are none. He said he has prepared a negative declaration but
there is adequate water, there is adequate sewage, there is adequate
parking, they meet the fire regulations, they meet the drainage
regulations. It can really be an asset that he thinks can help start
the revitalization of the uses that need to be separated. So if the
Board has any questions for him, he would be happy to answer them.

Trustee Meehan said that he thought the Mayor had said that the
order would be that we would hear from the public and then we would
ask questions of Mr. Lange. The Mayor said that Mr. Lange will
present then the public can ask questions and then we can ask
questions. Trustee Meehan said okay. The Mayor said that he would
ask that all questions be directed to the Board but obviously that
we don’t want people speaking behind this because they won’t get on
the microphone. But if it is a question that can be answered by the
applicant or their attorney or their representatives or by the
planner, then they will come up and do that. So we will try to
answer everybody’s questions. So what he will do now is open it up
for public comment and if anyone has any comment, please come up and
state your name.

Rich Heilwell from Total Recall Corporation at 17 Washington Avenue
said that they are in the building that is directly adjacent to
these properties in question and he certainly is not opposed to
anybody moving forward and making use of that property. But he is
under the impression that B and he apologizes because he didn’t get
much advance notice. He said he was told that a letter was sent but
he did not receive the letter and he stumbled upon the posting on
the telephone pole in the back on Friday so they came today and
looked at the plans. He said that what they are saying, although the
parking will abut right up to their building, that is not their
biggest concern. One of the concerns that they have is that pretty
much everybody might have been aware of the accident a few weeks ago
that was on Route 202 somewhere that caused traffic backup
everywhere. Washington Avenue you couldn’t go down in either
direction. And traffic sometimes when the Thruway gets an accident
on it 17 gets overflow through there. They get people trying to cut
through their parking lot when that happens. He said he doesn’t know
what the occupancy is of the other condominiums that are up yet. He
is not sure what the percentage of occupancy is but he imagines it
is quite low. The Mayor said no, it is actually pretty high. He said
he believes there are four units left. Someone said they are sold
out. Mr. Heilwell asked how many units there are. The Mayor said 56.
Mr. Heilwell. said he doesn’t know if the impact studies have been
done on the traffic on Washington Avenue. What happens is similar
to your concerns on the property in Mahwah B the Crossroads. Have
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we looked at all the things that are going to impact and how
thorough are these impact studies. The one thing that he does have,
and he knows they said this is for another time but it might have
relevance here, is that the back of their office, where they receive
tractor trailer deliveries for their business, and where the tractor
trailer coming down Pleasant Avenue and having a dead end there is
going to be a big issue. A big issue for them to conduct their
business. So losing that road means that they cannot accept
deliveries at their overhead door in the back road. That in itself
to them is a major concern. The Mayor asked Mr. Brennan what they
preferred B responding as we go. The Mayor said the one thing he
doesn’t want to have is a going back and forth between the speakers.
So ask the question and let them answer. The Mayor said we will wait
until the end. Mr. Heilwell said that it is noted that they are
concerned that the proper impact studies are done with traffic and
so forth. The Mayor said and the impact on Pleasant Avenue. Mr.
Heilwell said and Pleasant Avenue which is a real serious concern
for them. The Mayor said again he apologizes. He said that Mr.
Heilwell said he didn’t get notification and he does know that in
general there is a legal requirement of notification and he made
sure with the clerk’s office and the attorney because in the past
we have had some confusion and he wanted to make sure that everybody
in the area got it. So they went. The Village Clerk provided the
applicant with a list and they went out in the mail and then we got
an affidavit of service from the applicant saying they did it. Mr.
Heilwell said his name was on the list. He said he understands.

Charles Lynch of 9 Pleasant Avenue said he is right there in back
of where Conserve used to have their firm and the gentleman that
just spoke works there now. Mr. Lynch said he had a couple of
concerns. First with the blockage of Pleasant Avenue. Looking at the
map the other day with counsel here, Mr. Licata, he said he is
concerned where that fence would be, who is going to have access to
go in that way and also the fire hydrant right now that he is
looking at he assumes is going to be on the other side of that fence
and that is the closest fire hydrant to his residence, even though
the fire house is way up the street. And the reason for his concern
here is that Pleasant Avenue is a very narrow street. He has lived
there since 1987. He said in the beginning when he moved there, Mr.
Corsner would come down the street B if you were parked out on the
street we had no parking signs on the north side of Pleasant. And
he would tell you B you can’t park here B and he would say okay,
somebody just pulled up to the house. Mr. Lynch said he has a sign
in front of his house. He has no problem with it. Up by Mr. Corsner
B he has a sign "no parking." And just up the street there is
another sign. But there is tremendous amounts of violations on that
street for parking and he is concerned that if a fire truck has to
come down that street some nights it is pretty tough especially on
weekends when people B and there are a lot of houses that are
rentals and they have a lot of cars there and he is very concerned
about it. He said we need to be able to get a truck down that street
even though they are just up the street. And the only other way it
could come in there when that is blocked like that is through where
the gentleman here wants to block it off. He said he understands
they would have a key for the crash gate and everything. He said he
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is well aware of all that stuff. But that is the concern that he has
right now.

And his second concern would be that how long if everything goes for
these gentleman to build it, how long a time process will it be? He
said that over the years he has had to put up with a lot and Mr.
Brennan knows what he is talking about with traffic on that street
B trucks going in there. He has a lot of equipment. They did clean
up the lot. There were trucks there early in the morning, there were
trucks that were running all the time and over the years he has had
to come out and speak to drivers and tell them that they are
violating the law as far as the engines running on these vehicles.
So these are concerns that he has. Personally, he would love to see
a hi-rise there. It will enhance the neighborhood but he wants to
see it done right. He said he has rights, his neighbors have rights.
And in the winter time the plow truck has to be able to get through
that street and now your highway man at times has to send a small
plow through there because the cars are all over the street. And
they are there for days at a time. 

Jim Giannetino of 2 Memorial Drive said he supports this project.
He said he only has a few concerns that he is sure can be overcome.
Number one B is this definitely going to be condos? Is it definitely
going to be condos? And that will be in whatever contract you sign?
He said his concern is that there are too many units going up that
are being said that are going to be condos. There is one up on
Pavilion that was supposed to be condos and it is now being rented.
And renters, if they keep growing, are going to change the whole
complexion of this Village. When people own property they care about
it. When they don’t own property sometimes it doesn’t look as good
as it should. That is his biggest concern. You are going to put up
a building that seems to be a good building and hopefully it will
stay that way if the people own it. His other concern is the number
of parking spaces. You said there are more than enough. What is
going to be the number of spaces for 48 units. Mr. Licata said 99.
Mr. Giannetino said that is two spaces per unit and three guest
spaces. That doesn’t work too well in Bon Aire. He said he doesn’t
think it is going to work any better there. Lot coverage B how much
of this lot is going to be taken up by the building. Is it going to
be 80%, 60%, 90%. And his other concern is the fourth floor. He said
he doesn’t know how the people on the fourth floor on the, he
guesses, the north eastern side are going to be able to open windows
with the trucks going by on the Thruway sucking in the diesel fumes.
Has that been taken into consideration? That is a concern, not now,
but when the people move in he thinks it is going to be a concern.
Did John Lange do an air quality thing about that? He doesn’t know.
That is something else they can answer when they get up. Another
thing that he would like to see, and he doesn’t know if the Board
will go along with it, is when you approve this have conditions that
the equipment must be out in 30 days and demolition must commence
within 60 days and if all that happens, he doesn’t have a problem
with this at all.

Kathy D’Ambrosio of 4 Cross Street said that she is concerned about
traffic mainly. She said she has 3 Cross Street across the street
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from her and she thinks that has 56 units and they are talking about
building up on 202 by the apartments up there. And you are talking
about the quarry with apartments there. And now you are talking
about this. It is going to be way too much traffic and personally
she doesn’t believe there is any traffic study that will say that
there is no impact. She said she doesn’t believe it. There will be
an impact. So she is against 48 units. It is way too much. She is
against four stories B again that is too high. She said she thinks
this has to be reconsidered and she thinks they really have to
consider the traffic impact on Suffern.

Jean Hennelly of 135 Wayne Avenue asked if this vote would require
a super-majority vote. A super-majority vote? No. The GML was
approved from the county? Okay, good. She said she would like to ask
if this is approved B in the main meeting you had mentioned that the
next day if you receive planning approval or zone change approval
that you would start to clean that place up. So can you see within
the next two weeks, three weeks that place to be cleaned up? The
Mayor said they will answer everything at the end. Attorney Rice
said the only thing he wanted to mention was the procedural context
because if the zone change is granted, the applicant still has to
apply for site plan approval and that will take some number of
months to go through the site plan review process. And then also
they have to apply for a building permit. Mrs. Hennelly said she
thought that was already in existence. Attorney Rice said they have
the building permit to rebuild the existing use. They don’t have the
building permit for this use. And he doesn’t know how the applicant
wants to do it but generally speaking a developer doesn’t go through
the cost and expense of preparing the actual construction plans that
are required for a building permit until they have received all
their approvals. They may or may not. That is generally the process.
The Mayor said he knows the applicant has expressed an interest
previously in cleaning up the site so we will allow him to speak to
that at the end. Mrs. Hennelly said okay, great. She said she would
like to reiterate something that was brought up in the January
public hearing that there are people on this Board who have received
money and she does believe that they should abstain from any votes
regarding this project.

Adam DeStefano of 19 Prairie Avenue said that he had a couple of
questions and comments on this. One, he remembers back in the
January meeting you said that there was currently a legal issue with
the insurance company and how they weren’t paying because of the
burnt down building. He said he just wants to make sure that this
is cleared up before this is approved. And the other thing that he
kind of feels a little bit like the building is being held sort of
like a hostage in this situation where it wasn’t taken down because
no matter what is done whether you rebuild the old building or you
build the new condominium complex you want, you still need to take
that building down so he would have liked to have seen that taken
down sooner. The other thing that he did want to say is because
there could be extenuating circumstances and he will let them answer
that. His recommendation to the Board on this is that if this is
approved you have to watch out with, he says, approve this and start
to back off on the Orange Avenue renewal project because this is a
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good substitute compared to that project because once the ARC train
died, that project became more unrealistic. This project on the
other hand is very realistic within our realm to being able to do
and it won’t be on the same scale as that project but it will
definitely be able to bring more commuters into the town and more
people willing to shop in the shops downtown.

Cybil Heilwell of Total Recall Corporation of 17 Washington Avenue
said this is about Pleasant Avenue being shut off and her concern
is to the chief B that curve from 202 down Washington Avenue is
extremely dangerous. To come out B if you have 48 town homes B to
have the traffic come out there in the morning, in the afternoon,
in the evening is a disaster waiting to happen. She sees it as an
accident waiting to happen if you close off Pleasant Avenue.

Joe Maraglino of 65 Wayne Avenue said that in the past, of course,
what many of them see was that horrendous fire that took place at
the Conserve building and one of the main issues is that he is glad
that somebody wants to put something up there. It is a complete
eyesore for so many years. And he can never understand why it just
wasn’t taken down. Living in the back of where that disaster took
place you just can’t tolerate looking at it never mind the people
on Washington Avenue themselves B how everyday they can even take
a look at it. One of the concerns is that the men said it was about
four stories high. But how about the lighting issue that illuminates
the building or the parking lot at night. Is that what they are
going to have. Is it going to be so bright that it interferes with
the people that live in the surrounding area. And the other issue
is living on Wayne Avenue when it does rain, personally from what
he sees and he shares a driveway, a lot of the rain does rush down
the driveway that they share and it goes straight down the back and
they wanted to know that if they do make some sort of a retaining
wall if they considered that amount of drainage also towards their
parking lot or towards their building. Other then that compared to
the eyesore that is up there right now, they can’t wait to get rid
of it. Like some of the other people around here had spoken you do
get concerned with the amount of people that are going to move into
the area. Because it is a traffic issue. You don’t want to see too
many people go in. He said he is all for redeveloping but the
traffic is an issue around that area. A lot of people come flying
around like that other lady just spoke of. They come around that
curve, they go flying around, and he sees it a lot. As far as noise
goes, he lives on Wayne Avenue, he works for the Thruway. Noise is
part of life in that area. He can avoid it. And other than that that
is all he has to say.

The Mayor said since there are no other comments he will have the
applicant answer questions and then the Board can then ask
questions. If those questions are answered then there is no point.

Don Brennan said he will just try to provide some clarification to
some of the comments and concerns that were made. Regarding the
issue of a dead end and whether there would be an emergency
breakaway barricade or not and limiting the access of traffic
trailers and so on and so forth, he said they have been talking with
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the planner perhaps about realigning Pleasant Avenue and leaving it
in place and having that continue as a through road so that trucks
and whoever needs to come through can come through. And there is a
design that they are working on to see that that happens. The issue
about traffic on Cross Street and Pleasant Avenue B their traffic
plan or their striping plan in the building will certainly have a
do not enter that way for the residents of the building so that they
will have to exit unto Washington. They have done a traffic study
and as you know it has included traffic counts and everything else
for Pleasant and Washington. And one of the factors that is going
to come into play is the companies that they own, when they operated
out of that building, they have 80 registered motor vehicles that
operate out of that building when they were there. If you take the
80 vehicles and probably the 50 or 60 employees at the very least
that come there a day, you have a lot more traffic then you are
going to see from this building so he thinks you will see a big
decrease with traffic rather than the increase in traffic. Not to
mention the fact that you are not going to have any big trucks
rolling down Pleasant Avenue or Washington. They are all gone.

Mr. Brennan said yes, it is condos. The zoning requirement calls,
he believes, for 96 spots. They are providing 99 so they do have an
excess of spots. Regarding the lot coverage they are decreasing the
lot coverage that they have presently today by 10 ½% so if they put
up the existing building that they propose, and they have a building
permit, there is more coverage than what he is proposing with the
new building so they have decreased that. Regarding the demolition
of the clean up of property. He would certainly love to do it after
tonight’s meeting but again the variances and the approvals and so
on and so forth need to take place. If the building is rebuilt as
is not everything is coming down. They are not starting with a clean
site. Some of those walls are staying up. So they can do the best
they can to try to minimize the eyesore. But its tough. The best
they can do is to move this along as quickly as they can and try to
get through it. The clarification about the building permit, again,
someone raised a question about a building permit. Yes, they have
a building permit now to put the same building back in kind for the
construction company using the steel fabrication to go back into the
building. Regarding lighting they will obviously have a lighting
plan and some of the considerations come in when they do the designs
as far as reflecting the adjoining properties and so on and so forth
so they can put visors or lenses on some of the lighting. Also a lot
of the parking that they have is underneath the building B the
majority of it is. 

Mr. Brennan said regarding the drainage. Yes, there are retaining
walls going in the rear of the property. One of the benefits of
putting the retaining walls in and the adjoining property owners are
on the high side and they still have to capture all their water. So
behind their retaining walls they will have an extensive drainage
system. They are not going to certainly look to cause ponding on the
people’s property. So again you have a sight now that was built
probably thirty or forty years ago with minimal drainage. It was a
poor layout in the building. The traffic was tough the way the flow
of the garages goes. All the trucks were exiting onto Pleasant
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Avenue and heading out onto Cross Street. With the new design of the
new building the flow is going to be heading out onto Washington and
again he thinks the biggest thing for all the adjoining property
owners is the fact that they don’t have all the employees parking
all over the streets like they have had in the past as well as their
trucks starting up at all hours of the night. And again if you have
80 vehicles, some of these vehicles are 70 or 80 feet long and they
are all diesel. So he thinks you will see a big decrease in traffic.
And that is what he has as far as the issues.

John Lange said that a traffic study was done and there will be a
reduction of 60 or 70 trips a day. The traffic will be less. There
will be more people walking to the downtown area to access the
trains and buses.

Trustee Abato said she thinks she has more comments than questions.
First, she wants to thank everybody for coming out tonight because
you raised some questions that she hadn’t thought of herself such
as the drainage issue. So she thanks them all for coming out tonight
because this is an important part of them making their decision with
hearing from the people who live in the area. So she wanted to thank
them for their intelligent comments and questions that they came
with tonight. But she does really want to address one comment that
was made by Ms. Hennelly about contributions. Trustee Abato said it
is unfortunate. She wishes that campaigns could be run without
having to have contributions to run a campaign but unfortunately
that doesn’t happen. And they live in a very small Village. So most
of you know each other, most of you have seen each other, most of
you shop at the businesses in town, most of you have interaction at
some community event as they all do because they are here as well.
So to say that you should start abstaining from things because you
have relationships or because someone contributed to your campaign
because they believed in your integrity, which she believes that the
members who did accept donations have integrity, and believe that
you are doing a good job and also live in this community she thinks
is the kudos to the person that the campaign donation is going to.
So for anyone to ask a Board member or to insinuate that a Board
member would take a contribution and couldn’t vote on a particular
issue that impacts this Village is really quite disheartening to her
and disgusting. And she would really sincerely hope that she would
rethink that comment and rethink the fact that this Board has done
excellent things for this Village and has always listened to the
public and listened to your concerns and we always weigh them
heavily when we make our decisions. So if they had to say that
anyone who had any contribution from anyone in this Village that we
couldn’t vote on an issue that had concerns to them, we would really
be in big trouble because it is a small Village. So she thinks that
having to accept campaign contributions is not easy to being with
because you would prefer to be able to have debates and do it like
they use to do it. Spend a little bit of money but stick to the
issues. Don’t rip people up personally but stick to the issues and
what is good for the Village. Unfortunately, it hasn’t come to that
and campaign donations are something that we have to do. So she
hopes that we will stick to the issues. She hopes that we will stick
to your concerns B really valid concerns when you are coming here.
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Let’s talk about how it impacts the Village. Let’s talk about the
environmental. The one thing that she has been very impressed with
Mr. Brennan is that any phone call that she has made to him with her
concerns or someone’s concerns who has come to her and any Board
member’s concerns, he has addressed and to her knowledge and has had
viewed his neighboring people of his buildings at first and foremost
and she commends him on that. And she wishes that we could have
every developer be able to address each and every one of our
concerns with a personal interest because he does have a business
here. He does live here. So she wants to thank Mr. Brennan for
really going above and beyond with the drainage and the traffic
study and she thinks it was a long time coming and she thinks that
he really helped out the Village with that and she thinks this is
an area that is going to be developed at some point in time and she
is just happy that we have someone who is concerned about our
environmental impact and about the aesthetics of the building and
the neighbors. So she would hope that developers in the future, if
we have any, will follow in his footsteps. Mr. Brennan thanked her
for the positive feedback.

Trustee Meehan said that he remembers looking on the site plan and
there was an area designated for recreation. How big is that area
and what type of recreation would we be talking about. Mr. Brennan
said the recreation area is the courtyard. What is going to be
proposed to put in the courtyard is still under design and
consideration. They are working with a planner. The size of the
courtyard may change but they don’t know exactly what amenities are
going in there right now. Trustee Meehan said okay. He said he
thinks his next question is for Mr. Lange. Trustee Meehan said he
reads notes because when he doesn’t read notes he doesn’t do well.

Trustee Meehan said he was not at the Planning Board meeting when
the petition was discussed and unfortunately the video of that
Planning Board meeting is not available. Mrs. Cioffi, who is the
secretary of the Planning Board, as you all know, was kind enough
to provide him with an unofficial extract of the meeting minutes.
And he is referring to B he said we talked about the General
Municipal Law and there is a comment from the Rockland County
Planning Board and in the letter of May 26, the Rockland County
Deputy Commissioner Arlene Miller stated, and he quotes, "the site
layout plan submitted with the zone change petition indicates that
variances will be required for the lot area. Front yard, side yard,
total side yard, rear yard in developmental coverage. A smaller
building with less units would more closely conform to the MR50 bulk
requirement." By our calculations on the MR50 standards outlined in
section 266-23, approximately 23 units are permitted on this 1.36
acre site. Yet the applicant is applying for variances that will
allow 48 units which is a far cry from 23 units. And he doesn’t
blame the applicant. The applicant is a business man and these
people who criticize business people from making as much possible
as possible B that is the American way. And presidents of
corporations are supposed to take care of their shareholders first.
But in your evaluation and in the minutes of the Planning Board, no
one addressed this decision to radically lower the Village’s
standards. And he would like to understand what was the B you do
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mention it in your evaluation and then you made a positive
recommendation for the whole project but he was wondering why did
we lower the standards in this instance.

Mr. Lange asked if that was addressed to him. Trustee Meehan said
yes. Obviously you were advising the Planning Board. Trustee Meehan
wasn’t at the Planning Board and as far as he can see, they didn’t
discuss it from what he could see from the extract of minutes. So
he was wondering how they arrived at this. Mr. Lange said the
density under the zoning law in Suffern is based upon the number of
rooms. Trustee Meehan said he knows. Mr. Lange said it is an older
and not very well defined definition of what a dwelling unit is. The
applicant is providing one and two bedrooms. And we can’t seem to
come to a firm decision on whether that is two rooms, three rooms
or four rooms. So there is a lot of argument back and forth. There
is also a bias against someone who provides smaller units because
they are a unit. A unit is a unit. So when you look at how many
units are provided, it would normally be based upon the size of the
unit. So if you are saying a 1500 square foot home, a 3000 square
foot home, a home is a dwelling unit. So when you look at the
dwelling unit you can’t really divorce yourself from the size of the
unit that he is proposing here. He is going with the smaller of the
units, not the larger. So he is somewhat being penalized by the fact
that he is going for small units. So just remember. A unit is not
a unit. A unit depends on what size is being built. These are not
4000 square foot units. These are not 3000 square foot units. They
are not 2000 square foot units. And there is no ability to
compensate for that in the ordinance. So that is to him the Planning
Board or the ZBA’s discretion to look at the number of units he is
providing with the size of the unit, where it is located and the
amount B everything will trip from that. The number of cars will go
based upon the number of rooms or the number of bedrooms. So when
you look at it in a large sense, this is where they would like to
have a higher density. He said he doesn’t believe that the GML says
that you shouldn’t do this but you should consider these things.
Trustee Meehan said he is probably on the outs here because he
thinks that there seems to be a rush to build as many condominiums
in the Village as possible. He might say he disagrees with that. He
said he really would think that one of the things that if we did do
the 23 units then you do have the side yards and the back yard and
the front yard that makes the appearance of the building more
aesthetic. That is not a criticism to the developer. But that is a
criticism. He said he thinks that if we are going to give away the
store, we should get something in return and he doesn’t see us
getting anything in return like in terms of affordable housing or
maybe some street work or a fire truck or something else could be
thrown in. That is his problem.

Trustee Meehan said he would like to know B he would like to state
that when we approve these, we are approving multiple dwellings
irregardless of whether they are rented or sold. That is going to
be a later discretion of the owner depending on the market. And he
looked at the market and he looked at Coldwell Banker today and they
listed 92 Suffern condominiums for sale, including 4 at Meridian.
So he doesn’t think there is any market. And they are also talking
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B and it says 20% down B so he doesn’t think there is any market for
condos so he is sort of curious about that. And the other question
he had probably for the developers is what do you see these units
B the condo units selling for. The one bedroom and the two bedroom
or have you figured that out. 

Jim Licata said before he addresses that he just wanted to point out
one thing. He said he is sure that most of the condominiums that you
saw listed today did not have access to the train by walking. They
were probably all in Bon Aire and people are not going to walk in
January B Trustee Meehan said there are 4 at Meridian. Mr. Licata
said that is out of 56 units you are saying, correct? Trustee Meehan
said yes. Mr. Licata said so of 56 units there are 4 available.
Trustee Meehan said it has taken them five years to sell 52. Mr.
Licata said it is very unfair to compare this project with a Bon
Aire condominium. The bottom line is that these are two and one
bedroom. They are for people who are going to work in the city, who
are going to live here, take the train and the bus and they are
going to walk. Trustee Meehan said okay. Mr. Licata said you cannot
walk from Bon Aire to the train in January. It is impossible.
Trustee Meehan said that is true. Mr. Licata said he doesn’t even
think you could walk during the year. So he thinks that is just an
unfair characterization of their units because their units are for
a specific purpose and that is to revitalize downtown Suffern and
the only way to do that is to have the people walk through the town,
have dinner in the town, do their shopping in the town, and
hopefully they are going to leave their car at home and hopefully
those apartments will only have one car instead of two. Trustee
Meehan said the only thing he would say is that he talked to the
folks at Chestnut Gardens, which is a rental unit and a little bit
closer and you would assume that all those people would be taking
the train too. And he talked to the management there and he said
that they only have two spaces per unit. And they really could use
more. So the fact that you are downtown they are even closer and
they still need, it seemed to him, all the parking. Mr. Brennan said
if he wants he could shed some light on the consideration for a
lower unit amount. Mr. Brennan said that after they did read the GML
they did take a look at it. As he said, this has to do with
business. And he has a substantial investment in that property. When
he bought the property there was a building on it, an industrial
building, where the zoning was wide open. So he paid a premium for
that property. The numbers simply don’t work on 23 units. The number
is 48. It wouldn’t make much sense for him to lose money. It would
just be tough to sell. He would have to raise the price point of
each individual unit and they wouldn’t sell them. So the balance
here was 48 units. He said he knows where they think the units can
sell. They work with real estate, they work with several people to
come up with what they feel they are going to sell. The intent is
not to take five years to sell them. And that is not their track
record. And again additionally they just simply couldn’t afford to
do the project at 23 units or 32 units. The number is 48 units.
Originally he thought they were talking about 58 or 60 units there
and they have cut it down to 48. And that is kind of their break
even point. Trustee Meehan asked if he could provide a projected
price or did he not want to go there. He asked him if he knew what
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the projection on price would be. Mr. Brennan said the units are
going to sell pretty competitive with Meridian right now which is
about $279,000 with more square footage in each apartment and more
amenities. Trustee Meehan said okay.

Mayor LaCorte said he thinks it is, and again the comment about a
rush to build condominiums, is not the case. He said he thinks that
what people need to look at is that we have a Village, we have a
downtown, we have a business district and the business district has
been struggling for a number of years B sometimes better than
others. And then if you look at other areas throughout the country,
areas in the northeast tend to be thriving even in this difficult
environment. It is areas where there is transit oriented
development. Development that is near mass transit, development that
is near everything that people need. And it is true that people who
are living in Meridian and who are living in these other areas are
frequenting the downtown, are walking the downtown, and it is an
important thing to have the people near the downtown shopping
district because that is where you are getting the people from B the
walking crowd. Another thing in terms of Bon Aire, and most of the
units are overwhelmingly in Bon Aire and Stone Gate. There are 1400
units. Meridian has only actually been on the market, not five
years, but a little over two years is actually the amount of time
and it is nice to hear the unit price that you are talking about
because he follows this closely and like anything, and he has said
this at countless Board meetings. We can all disagree and we are all
entitled to our own opinion but we are not entitled to our own
facts. The most important thing is to look at the facts. And the
facts of the Meridian project are the price B two bedroom units in
the 350’s at a time when the market readjusted itself in the midst
of a financial crisis. When those units were readjusted to a lower
price, presumably the developer and their bank got into some
arrangement in which they agreed to work out the project. They
lowered the price to those units. And since they have done that, in
a little over a year, they have sold 95% of the units. So he thinks
at that price point people would say that housing, although it has
gone down, if you look at the rent equivalent of $279,000 that is
going to be with interest rates where they are lower then you would
be paying on a rental equivalent. So it is actually a very good
price, it is very marketable. There is also indoor parking which is
a huge advantage over Bon Aire and is going to attract baby boomers
who are looking to retire. A big problem with Bon Aire is that
people, when they get older, don’t want to clean off their cars when
it is snowing. And we get a lot of snow here. So again he thinks it
is very important that we bring people into the downtown, near the
downtown within the walking distance. There is no, at least from his
perspective, there is no desire to over develop this Village or
develop every square inch but he is a member of the Chamber of
Commerce, he is in the downtown every single day, and he sees how
the downtown is struggling there. And the economic viability of this
Village as a place where people want to come to live and raise their
family in large part depends on our ability to keep the downtown
safe and to keep the downtown attractive. That is why again when
people talk about our police department being expensive and all
that, we need a police department to keep the downtown safe. If we
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were Montebello and we had our own police department, it would be
a different conversation. But we have a downtown. He said he talked
to the chief today. He saw something that he thought was a little
bit fishy earlier when he was walking in the downtown and he called
the chief and it turned out to be something okay. Later on this
evening there were some problems that the chief had dealt with when
he told him around the concert so there is always stuff going on in
the downtown. Because that is what we have. So again we want to keep
it safe, we want to keep it attractive. We want to bring people in
and that is why projects like this in walking distance are something
which our planner, and he thinks a majority of people involved in
the Chamber of Commerce and in Village government, believe is the
future of the Village of Suffern. And the last point he would like
to make is that we are getting a lot from this. There is going to
be a building permit which will represent 1% of the cost of
construction, which we will get, and we will also get significant
tax revenue from this project B 44 units. Probably his guess would
be at least $100,000 a year B 1 ½% of our budget. Plus water and
sewer. And if people are aware, our water department has been in a
deficit for years and this administration started a deficit
reduction program which is going to get us out of deficit but the
interesting thing about our deficit in the water department B yes
for years it was raided. That is a separate issue. But in the short
term the short fall was due in large part to the fact that we kept
on coming in under our consumption estimates. People in the Village
of Suffern weren’t using enough water. We have enough water. We want
people to use more water. So the problem was the costs are here. The
estimate on the amount of usage were here and they came in lower.
He is happy to say in the last year the numbers have come in based
on what we have said in part due to the fact that Meridian has come
on line. Because those are 50 units of people using water. So there
would be additional water customers, additional sewer customers,
where we are putting 3 million dollars to rebuild our long-neglected
sewer plant. So again we are not trying to over-build this Village.
But we are trying to have intelligent building, residential
redevelopment of the downtown that is going to be supportive of our
tax base, help us support our infrastructure and bring people into
the downtown. And again, lastly, people always talk about the
biggest source of taxes in this area are schools. You are not going
to see any significant amount of children in this building. It is
one bedroom and two bedroom. And in Bon Aire there is a minimal
amount of children because most people have more than one child. So
if you have a maximum two bedroom it is very hard to have a family.
So the only children you see, and he is on the condo board of one
of the Bon Aire groups, tends to be single parents who have one
child. And that is really the situation. And again you are talking
about, in all of Bon Aire, which is 1100 units, he said he thinks
you are talking about 60 or 70 kids. So you are talking here a much
less amount. You are talking about maybe three or four children
coming out of this entire building, max. So again there is no impact
on the schools which is the greatest source of our tax burden. So
he believes that a project like this brings a lot of benefit without
a huge amount of burden. And he just wanted to address a couple of
the points that Mr. Meehan had brought up.
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Trustee Abato said that one thing that Mr. Brennan didn’t address
B one of the questions and she couldn’t remember who it was B about
the fire hydrant. Mr. Brennan said again these are legitimate
concerns. During the design process you have your consulting
engineer looking at it as well as their engineers as well as your
Planning Board. Trustee Abato said but it will be something that you
will B Mr. Brennan said something is going to have to be done.
Attorney Rice said that some of this nitty gritty planning issues
or all of the nitty gritty planning issues, in actuality, are items
that the Planning Board deals with at site plan review including
lighting to make sure that there is no impact on adjoining
residences and fire hydrants and all the issues along those lines.
Trustee Abato said she just wanted to because the people came out
and she just wanted them to know that these are things that you will
definitely address. Mr. Brennan said absolutely. Mr. Brennan said
he just wanted to point out something to Mr. Meehan. He said he had
talked about the GML review by the county and they had talked about
coverage and the size of the building. So he wanted to point out to
him that if you look at your bulk table on the map B right now the
minimum front yard on the existing building is zero. The minimum
side yard is zero. And the minimum rear yard is zero. The new
proposed would be almost 11 feet on the front yard, 9 feet on the
side yard and then the total side yard, rather than being zero would
be 43 feet. So while the building is a large building, it is
certainly smaller than the footprint and the development coverage
by 10 ½% of what is there now. 

Trustee Meehan said the question on the acquisition of Pleasant
Avenue. He said he thought in his discussion were you saying that
there is a possibility that you would not have to acquire it? Mr.
Brennan said yes, that is correct. He said at their last meeting he
met with the town planner and the consulting engineer B Mayor
LaCorte said that one other area of revenue that he didn’t address
is the money in lieu of recreation which even if they provide a
court yard they will pay fees to the Village which will be in excess
of $100,000. That money has been helpful to the Village and
upkeeping our recreation B upgrading it with a number of young
families that are moving into this area. 

Mr. Lange said it was their recommendation that the street remain
open and in the redesign process they now have a layout that moves
the street slightly so it lines up with Washington Circle across the
street so it makes a better intersection, maintains the street
width, that eliminates parking and still allows the full flow of
traffic. He said he thinks the full flow of traffic is important for
everyone who lives behind as well as the business on Washington.

Attorney Rice asked if they wanted to move forward with the petition
to abandon the road or do they want to hold that in abeyance. Mr.
Brennan said the intent was that they were going to have further
discussion sometime within the next week and if it looks as though
they can come up with a design that satisfies your consulting
engineer as well as your town planner then they may withdraw that
application. Attorney Rice said that maybe what we can do, although
it is later on in the agenda, is refer it to the Planning Board just
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so it’s done and if they want to withdraw it they can withdraw it.
Mayor LaCorte said that makes the most sense. He asked if there were
any other questions.

Trustee Simon said that there is one thing that he wanted to say.
Back in January, with your other project, Trustee Simon said he made
a comment that he didn’t love the project. He didn’t think it was
the best thing in the world. He wants to say that having looked over
these plans he does love this project. He said he thinks it is
gorgeous. He thinks it will be a total and complete asset to this
Village and he thinks that anybody else who wants to build in this
Village, whether it’s on Orange Avenue, whether it’s in the quarry,
or whatever else it is has really now got to step up their game
because you have raised the bar tremendously. Mr. Brennan thanked
him and said they are excited about it.

A motion to close the public hearing was made by Trustee Simon,
seconded by Trustee Abato. Upon vote, the motion was carried.

Attorney Rice said the next step is that you have been determined
to be the lead agency for the review of the project that’s including
the zone change and the Planning Board review and any variances that
may be necessary. In order to comply with the State Environmental
Quality Review Act, you have to make a determination of
significance, and he believes that Mr. Lange has a negative
declaration drafted for your review. A negative declaration means
that based on the reports that have been provided that you conclude
that there will not be a significant negative environmental impact.

Mr. Lange said he has a rather detailed one. He will just try to hit
the highlights. Sound planning practices place a higher density
housing within walking distance of downtown commercial resources and
transit facilities. And this supports that. A sufficient water
supply exists with sufficient capacity existing in the sewerage
system. The stormwater management plan indicates adequate
facilities, zero net runoff requirements along with water quality.
The traffic study indicated that daily trips would be reduced by 60
to 70 vehicles. All the intersections that were surveyed will
continue to operate at the same acceptable levels of service.
Acceptable fire access will provide acceptable off-street parking
provided and usually this will be an improvement over the existing.
There is no endangered species. The site had been extensively
developed prior to this proposal. Extensive landscaping will be
provided. Few school age children are expected and the building will
employ the latest energy conservation techniques in terms of water
conservation, heating and cooling, insulation, energy star
appliances and energy efficient windows. The proposal provides some
onsite facilities and open space in the courtyard. For those
reasons, they recommend the negative declaration.

A motion to adopt the negative declaration was made by Trustee
Abato, seconded by Trustee Meegan-Corrigan. Upon vote, the motion
was carried.

Attorney Rice said now you have a local law that implements the zone
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change rezoning the described property from 2R5 to MR50. A motion
to adopt the local law was made by Trustee Abato, seconded by
Trustee Simon.

VILLAGE OF SUFFERN

LOCAL LAW NO. 13, OF 2011

A LOCAL LAW AMENDING CHAPTER 266 OF THE CODE OF
THE VILLAGE OF SUFFERN, THE ZONING LOCAL LAW AND

ZONING MAP OF THE VILLAGE OF SUFFERN, REZONING PROPERTY
DESIGNATED ON THE TAX MAP OF THE VILLAGE OF SUFFERN

AS SECTION 54.28, BLOCK 1, LOTS 14, 27 AND 28 AND A PORTION OF
PLEASANT AVENUE ADJOINING SAID PROPERTIES FROM A 
2R-5 ZONING DISTRICT TO A MR-50 ZONING DISTRICT

BE IT ENACTED by the Board of Trustees of the Village of
Suffern as follows:

Section 1. Chapter 266 of the Code of the Village of
Suffern, the Zoning Local Law and Zoning Map of the Village of
Suffern, is hereby amended by changing the zoning district
designation for property known and designated on the Tax Map of the
Village of Suffern as Section 54.28, Block 1, Lots 14, 27 and 28 and
a portion of Pleasant Avenue adjoining said properties which is more
fully described in schedule "A" annexed hereto from a 2R-5 zoning
district to a MR-50 zoning district.

Section 2. This local law shall take effect immediately
upon filing with the Secretary of State.

AYES: Mayor Dagan LaCorte
Trustee Bruce Simon, Trustee Patricia Abato
Trustee Jo Meegan-Corrigan said she will be voting and
she will be voting because she feels that this is a 
fantastic property and a project that can do a lot of 
good for the Village. She ethically and morally votes 
yes. And it is unfortunate that people who don’t know 
her choose to make these kind of accusations that she 
has done something incorrect. That is unfortunate. She
said she would never vote for something that she didn’t
believe in. And that is how she got involved in this in
the first place B by not agreeing with something that 
the Board was doing. So she absolutely votes yes.

NOES: Trustee Meehan said he was a little concerned about the
density and he was a little concerned that they could 
have gotten more since we were really giving away the 
store here, in his opinion. So he is going to vote no.

ABSENT: None

AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION:
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Charles Lynch of 9 Pleasant Avenue said his complaint again is on
Pleasant Avenue with the parking conditions and he is asking the
Board, and he is asking the Mayor, to look into the no parking signs
that are supposed to be posted on Pleasant Avenue. As he looks at
it, he lives on the north side of Pleasant, as far as he is
concerned, and he knows at one time there was a sign that was put
on in front of #7, which is next door to him, and there was another
one up there. And he is asking the Mayor to advise the chief of
police to have the police officers, especially on the weekends,
ticket those cars and see how crowded it is. They park all over the
place and they are rentals. The Mayor said we will do that. That is
no problem. Mr. Lynch said they are all rentals and he is concerned
now and enforcement isn’t done, come this winter they are going to
have the same problem on the street that they had. And his concern
is for him, his family, the plowing B the guys try to do the best
they can on there and there are cars there that stay there all
winter. And then there is a big mess. That is what he is asking. The
Mayor said he promises that the chief will check it out and see what
signs are there and they will get on it.

Jim Giannettino of 2 Memorial Drive said that on item 7C and D,
which the chief asks for a public hearing on reducing the speed
limit. He said that he thinks at this point we have done B he
doesn’t know how many of them B why don’t we just do all Village
residential streets at 25. The Mayor said we can’t. It has to be 30
and if it is below 30 it has to be done individually. Mr.
Giannettino said alright. The Mayor said we talked about that. Mr.
Giannettino said it is something that just keeps going, and going
and going.

Mr. Giannettino said he is looking ahead on the agenda to Virginia’s
part B section D B renewal of entertainment permit for Donna Maria.
He said he is not going to fight the fight about the constant
violations. He said we went through that last month. He said he just
thinks at this point of time this Board should come to grips with
the fact that certain people don’t understand the law, may never
understand the law, and they put the Village residents and this
Board in jeopardy. He said he thinks it is time that we had
something where they get fined on the first violation a thousand
dollars, the second violation five thousand and then you pull their
license for two years. They just don’t get it. And they are not the
only ones that have had multiple violations. He thinks you have to
show them that you are not going to play their game. And all they
do is change managers, they change help, they get a new security guy
and there is always a reason. Hold the owner responsible financially
and any other way you can.

Mr. Giannettino said his next question is that we are going to
borrow $504,000 this month. He said he knows that some of it is for
roads. What is the other $250,000 for? And he thinks that maybe it’s
time that when we throw up these kind of numbers that we put it on
the agenda and let people know why we are borrowing this money. He
said no one wants to answer that? The Mayor said we have various
equipment for the fire department, police department automobile,
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snow removal snow pusher and plow, loader truck, roadway
improvements is $250,000, utility truck is $25,000, the snow pusher
and plow is $11,000, automobile is $33,800, and the various
equipment is $83,755. This is all stuff that was part of the capital
funds project that we discussed during the adoption of the budget.
Mr. Giannettino said it is all in your budget, correct? The Mayor
said correct. Mr. Giannettino said his question is that even if it
is in your budget, if this stuff is not absolutely necessary in this
time of - another double dip recession is probably on the horizon,
the stock market took a tank again today B should we be buying all
this stuff? He said he is sure that some of it is not absolutely
necessary. The Mayor said yes, and we spent a very long time going
through the budget. We are not giving people items that they want
as a wish list. We have a loader that cannot go forward. They need
to drive it in reverse. It is 24 years old. Mr. Giannettino asked
if we could repair the transmission. The Mayor said it is not an
issue of that. The amount of money that we would need to put into
it would be about $50,000 to have it last who knows how long. It has
hundreds of man hours more than was expected. It is over 20 years
old and we can get a new one for $40,000 more, which will be the
ultimate cost because we are going to sell the existing one and get
something out of it. Mr. Giannettino said what are you going to get
out of a loader that can’t go in drive? The Mayor said we should be
able to get like $10,000 for something for parts on it. But we went
through this very seriously. Normally there would be a number B he
thinks two police cars a year. We are getting one. He said we didn’t
want to raise taxes at all. The tax increase this year was 2.35% and
considering the fact that the pension bill we got from the state
represented a 58% increase over the previous year that alone would
have caused them to raise taxes by 6%. So they have reduced forces
in the Village by a number of people that we haven’t rehired through
attrition. Also people have resigned due to disciplinary issues. We
have been on top of that. Unfortunately we have another, if you
stick around, we have another issue in which somebody is going to
be terminated for not doing their job. So we are staying on top of
people in terms of doing their job. When positions don’t need to be
filled, we are not filling them. And when people aren’t doing their
job, we are getting rid of them. So again we can always do better
but we are on the ball. Mr. Giannettino asked how long do you think
you can continue to borrow B you are up to about 3 million 270
thousand in less than two years. There is a recession on. The Mayor
said correct. Mr. Giannettino said that unfortunately you don’t have
Obama’s luxury of printing money. You are going to be held to a 2%
cap thanks to the Governor. What is going to happen at the next
budget? The Mayor said he understands and he is not looking to blame
Mr. Giannettino and he hasn’t blamed other people. The Mayor said
the bottom line is that we are investing 3 million dollars and have
only increased the rate 2% because we improved efficiencies by
eliminating positions, eliminating consultants, and hiring our own
4A operator. So the point is that we are able to borrow that money,
pay it off through the sewer fund without raising rates
significantly and fixing a sewer plan that was within a month of
being violated not only by the DEC but by the EPA. So the bottom
line is that we had no choice but to fix it. He didn’t have the
luxury of kicking it down the road. And don’t sit here and say you
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are acting like Obama or saying Obama is. Everybody in this Village
knows that we had a sewer plant that was neglected for years. And
he is not blaming Mr. Giannettino and he is not blaming whatever.
But now we are fixing it. We are fixing the personnel and that is
what we are spending money on. What is our other choice? What was
our other choice? Mr. Giannettino said you could have done it a
little slower. Not everything needed to be done in one fell swoop.
The Mayor said he disagrees with him. Mr. Giannettino said that’s
okay. We can disagree. That is your opinion and this is mine. The
Mayor said long-term borrowing costs are cheap right now so why
would you not want to fund a long-term infrastructure over a longer
period of time than BAN it. If we BAN it we would have to pay so
much more money. You have a five year payout on that investment and
the great majority is stuff that has to be done right away. So it
is not like we are spending $100,000 this year. We have a $500,000
digester cover. Then we have an item that is probably the same
amount in terms of a centrifuge and we have other things going on
so if we didn’t do a Bond and we BANNED it we would be looking at
significant increases in taxes and again this is a long-term
investment that is going to get returns from us in that we generate
revenue in our sewer plant. And again the important thing to note
is that we raised our sewer rates by 2% and he believes working with
our superintendent of public works that we are going to be able to
improve our efficiencies in terms of personnel even better in this
current year and potentially reduce costs even more next year. Mr.
Giannettino said he hopes he is 100% right. The Mayor said we are
on top of this. We deal with it every day. Mr. Giannettino said but
your debt service had to go up quite a bit. The Mayor said what? Mr.
Giannettino said your debt service had to go up quite a bit. The
Mayor said yes. Mr. Giannettino said like you say, you are entitled
to your opinion but the facts are the facts. What you saved is
probably B more than half of it is going to debt service. The Mayor
said the money is because we have to put the overwhelming majority
of it in reinvesting in our broken sewer plant. Yes. He will take
responsibility for fixing the sewer plant, trying to get rid of the
smell, getting rid of personnel who weren’t doing their job. If that
is what he is guilty of then he will take that. No problem. Mr.
Giannettino said no one said you were guilty of anything. The Mayor
said he will take it. No problem.

Mr. Giannettino said another thing he would like to address. He said
he noticed that two Trustees got insulted by what was said about
accepting contributions. If you did nothing wrong, why did you get
upset? Trustee Abato said she thinks he misunderstood. Mr.
Giannettino said he is not done. He said he thinks it is against
ethical principals to accept contributions from someone that you
know is going to have two multi-million dollar projects coming in
front of you.

Trustee Abato said that first of all she was not insulted for
herself. She was insulted in general for all political figures who
the fingers are pointed at and insinuations are made when they don’t
know the facts. And number two. She doesn’t believe that there is
any law that states that you have to question every contributor as
to what their plans are six years, ten years down the road, two
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years down the road or a year down the road. Everybody is entitled
to make their own decisions with their own lives. She doesn’t think
that that really constitutes someone contributing to your campaign.
She said she is sure he didn’t do that. He didn’t question every
campaign contributor when he ran for office. Trustee Meegan-Corrigan
said enough of this all together. Enough. She has had it. Mr.
Giannettino said you can accept money from anybody who does business
in this Village as long as they are not putting up multi-million
dollar projects that you have to vote on. Trustee Abato said at the
time he was not. 

Al D’Ambrosio of 4 Cross Street said that complimenting one point
that was made earlier by a gentleman B he said he thinks he was
discussing Pleasant Street and he was referring to our illustrious
captain and associates that they should enforce the parking laws
that say that cars shouldn’t be there. Mr. D’Ambrosio said the same
thing holds true for Cross Street. Cross Street? Yes. Cross Street
very nearby. Why? Because we have our beautiful Mormon castle which
he rather likes but all these people come to visit and they park on
the other side of the street B his side of the street. How offensive
that is. If they were spooning he would be upset anyway. But they
are just leaving their car there. And that is not nice. But the
other point that was forgotten years ago was that when that
wonderful structure was built all of the people who lived on Cross
Street, and he thinks he addressed this before, your street is going
to be repaved. It never was done. It still hasn’t been done. And
some people said up here well, we will look it over. One of them
said that and we will think about that. Well, he would think that
even though we are in a recession, crisis, maybe double dip, it
should be looked at because you have a lovely Mormon castle and a
horrible looking street. It was promised that it would be redone.
And their driveways that were destroyed in the process of some of
the work should be correctly fixed. That is not too much to say.
That was much easier than the other gentleman. 

Mel Berkowitz of 52 Milford Lane asked the Mayor if he was allowed
to be here, by the way, or are you going to ask him to leave like
he did at a previous meeting in Bon Aire? The Mayor said what are
you talking about? Mr. Berkowitz said in Bon Aire a couple of
months. The Mayor said we are here tonight. Mr. Berkowitz said he
just wanted to make sure it was okay for him to speak, that’s all.
The last time he was at a meeting in Bon Aire you said he shouldn’t
be there because he wasn’t the president of his condo. So he wants
to make sure he can speak now. The Mayor said that he thinks that
anyone who knows him knows that no one has ever been able to stop
you from speaking so go ahead. Mr. Berkowitz said that is not the
issue. The Mayor said he hopes he is feeling well by the way. Mr.
Berkowitz said he is not even going to speak.

Jean Hennelly said that she is going to talk about what Trustee
Abato said about her. She said that you are insinuating that this
is a small amount of money. $1000 maximum contribution is something
that she would bow out of. It looks bad. It smells bad. And it might
not be legally wrong but you just abstain. You can take money from
whoever you like just don’t vote on it if something comes before the
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Board. That is all she is saying.

Trustee Meegan-Corrigan said that she does understand that this is
a primary for two people so in actuality it was $500 a person. So
it was not the maximum contribution. So let’s get the facts
straight.

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS:

A) Requesting Authorization to Hold a Public Hearing during
September Board Meeting to Modify Right of Way Disturbance Permits:

Mr. Charles Sawicki said he was requesting authorization to set a
public hearing during the September 7 Board meeting to modify right
of way disturbance permits. This would be essentially to B currently
we have a road opening permit in place. He said they want to expand
that to include work in the grass areas, the shoulder stone area,
and also getting together with Terry to fine tune the permit
requirements and establishing new fees. A motion to set a public
hearing for September 7 at 7:30 p.m. was made by Trustee Simon,
seconded by Trustee Abato. Upon vote, the motion was carried.

B) REQUESTING AUTHORIZATION TO ISSUE CONTRACT TO THE ROADWAY
IMPROVEMENTS PHASE 4 PROJECT LOW BIDDER:

Mr. Sawicki asked for authorization to issue the contract to the
Roadway Improvement Phase 4 project low bidder B Tilcon New York in
the amount of $364,250. The roads that are included are E. Maple
Avenue, Crane Place, Terrace Avenue, Beechwood Road, Valley View
Terrace, Highland Avenue from Riverside to the dead end up near the
Salvation Army property, and Chestnut Street from Wayne to the
railroad tracks. A motion authorizing the issuance was made by
Trustee Abato, seconded by Trustee Meegan-Corrigan.  

AYES: Mayor Dagan LaCorte
Trustee Bruce Simon, Trustee Patricia Abato
Trustee Jo Meegan-Corrigan, Trustee John Meehan

NOES: None

ABSENT: None

C) REVIEW OF O’BRIEN AND GERE PROPOSAL FOR WWTP, ITEM 3:

Mr. Sawicki asked for authorization to approve O’Brien and Gere’s
item #3 B their proposal for the wastewater treatment plant. This
is the implementation of fall season flow monitoring in the amount
of $44,300. The Mayor said this is part of the capital project
alluded to earlier. A motion authorizing the approval was made by
Trustee Abato, seconded by Trustee Meegan-Corrigan. 

AYES: Mayor Dagan LaCorte
Trustee Bruce Simon, Trustee Patricia Abato
Trustee Jo Meegan-Corrigan, Trustee John Meehan
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NOES: None

ABSENT: None

Mr. Sawicki said he would like to add one additional item if he
could. He said he was requesting authorization to utilize a water
department chief operator consultant. The gentleman’s name is Mr.
John Platte. This would be for a two week duration while Stanley
Dobrinski is on vacation. As all the Board members know, we did lose
our assistant chief operator and it’s the state and the county that
have certain requirements that we need to comply with that being
that the chief operator, Stanley Dobrinski, being on vacation we
need to have other coverage. Attorney Rice said as an independent
contractor. Mr. Sawicki said yes, it would be an independent
contractor. The Mayor said it is $1500 a week, correct? Mr. Sawicki
said yes. The Mayor said, just so you know, he met him today, he is
a former head operator of the city of Newburgh. Really impressive.
So again, going forward, now that Steve Ruther has left the Village
we can try to see what is the most economical solution going forward
for the department. As we said, we are always trying to move people
around to see what is the most efficient. Charles and he are always
talking about that. So we will see how things pan out but it is good
to find someone who is nearby who has the experience. He is retired
and wants some work but obviously doesn’t want to work full-time.
So he thinks this is a great opportunity for us and also puts us in
a situation where we have the proper licenses at the plant. Mr.
Sawicki said that Tom Zordan will address the required financial
transfer. A motion approving John Platte was made by Trustee Abato,
seconded by Trustee Meegan-Corrigan.

AYES: Mayor Dagan LaCorte
Trustee Bruce Simon, Trustee Patricia Abato
Trustee Jo Meegan-Corrigan, Trustee John Meehan

NOES: None

ABSENT: None

Mr. Sawicki said that we have a personnel matter. We have a
gentleman that has been deemed to have abandoned his position.
Attorney Rice said we don’t need an explanation. Just the fellow’s
name and what you are proposing to do. Mr. Sawicki said that Mr.
James Schoenleber B the recommendation is for him to be terminated.
Attorney Rice said we have discussed this. The individual is on
probation and he is a laborer so there is no process involved other
than your determination to terminate him. The Mayor said
immediately. We discussed this at the workshop based on the
circumstances. A motion to terminate was made by Trustee Simon,
seconded by Trustee Jo Meegan-Corrigan.

AYES: Mayor Dagan LaCorte
Trustee Bruce Simon, Trustee Patricia Abato
Trustee Jo Meegan-Corrigan, Trustee John Meehan

NOES: None
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ABSENT: None

VILLAGE CLERK:

A) Approval of Minutes of Regular Village Board Meeting of June 13,
2011:

Village Clerk Virginia Menschner said we have the approval of the
minutes of the Village Board meeting of June 13. A motion approving
the minutes was made by Trustee Simon, seconded by Trustee Abato.
Upon vote, the motion was carried.

B)_Approval of Minutes of Special Village Board Meeting of June 27,
2011:

The Village Clerk asked for approval of the minutes of the special
Village Board meeting of June 27, 2011. A motion approving the
minutes was made by Trustee Simon, seconded by Trustee Meegan-
Corrigan. Upon vote, the motion was carried, with Trustee Abato
abstaining.

C) Petition for the Discontinuance of Pleasant Avenue B Refer to
Planning Board:

The Village Clerk said we have a petition for the discontinuance of
Pleasant Avenue and that it be referred to the Planning Board. A
motion was made by Trustee Simon, seconded by Trustee Meegan-
Corrigan. Upon vote, the motion was carried.

D)_ Renewal of Live Entertainment Permit B Donna Maria Mexican
Bistro:

The Village Clerk said she spoke to Randy this afternoon and he had
no comments. The Mayor asked the Chief if there were any issues B
the Mayor said supposedly it was brought up at the last meeting.
Chief Osborn said there was one disturbance. A motion to hold a
public hearing for the live entertainment permit for Donna Maria on
September 7, at 7:35 p.m. was made by Trustee Abato, seconded by
Trustee Meehan. Upon vote, the motion was carried. The Village Clerk
asked if they wanted to have a public hearing. The Mayor said yes.
The Village Clerk said September 7. The Mayor said at 7:35 p.m.

E) $504,000 Serial Bond for Roads and Equipment:

The Village Clerk said we have the $504,000 bond for the roads and
equipment. She said she needed a motion to accept the resolution and
a motion to advertise. A motion to accept the resolution was made
by Trustee Abato, seconded by Trustee Meegan-Corrigan. 

AYES: Mayor Dagan LaCorte
Trustee Bruce Simon, Trustee Patricia Abato
Trustee Jo Meegan-Corrigan, Trustee John Meehan

NOES: None
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ABSENT: None

A motion to advertise was made by Trustee Abato, seconded by Trustee
Meegan-Corrigan. Upon vote, the motion was carried.

The Village Clerk said she had one more item. She said they made a
motion for the zone change and it has to be local law #13 for 2011.
Trustee Abato said that’s okay. The Village Clerk said because no
one mentioned it. Attorney Rice said we don’t have to use numbers.

FINANCE DEPARTMENT:

Treasurer Tom Zordan said he needed a motion to amend the budget for
the water department. He said he would like to increase the line
item source of supply consulting fees by $3,000 and that will be
funded by reducing source of supply employee wages by the like
amount. A motion was made by Trustee Simon, seconded by Trustee
Meegan-Corrigan.

AYES: Mayor Dagan LaCorte
Trustee Bruce Simon, Trustee Patricia Abato
Trustee Jo Meegan-Corrigan, Trustee John Meehan

NOES: None

ABSENT: None

Mr. Zordan said that he would just like to indulge the Board for one
second just to say that he understands that our debt service has
people worried and if they would like they could come see him during
the day and he will go over this with them and he will show them how
we worked it out where, although we borrowed money, the total debt
service has not increased and will not increase next year either.
So if anyone is concerned and wants to come over, they can see him
and he will go over it with them. The Mayor said and even though the
U.S. debt was downgraded bonds had a tremendous rally today. It is
crazy. 5 year treasuries hit 1.01%.

MAYOR:
A) R.F.I. B ORANGE AVENUE:

The Mayor said there are no items on for the Trustees. He said he
had a couple of items. The first is the R.F.I. for Orange Avenue.
It has been a couple of years since we put out a request for
interest in the Orange Avenue project. We received back interest
from Kohl Solutions. They are still interested but also in the
interim some other individuals have pretty much informally expressed
an interest in building a project there. We would like to see what
can be built based on the current economic environment. The one
thing that is a positive is that the land acquisition which in the
past had potentially presented at least a hurdle and it seems to be
in a much simpler situation in terms of acquiring the property. So
you have it here. So what he would like to do is that he will make
the motion to put out the R.F.I. to be returnable on October 20,
which is a Thursday, at 4:00 p.m. and we will advertise it in an
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appropriate fashion. A motion to put out a request for interest was
made by Trustee Abato (the Mayor said he moved it) and it was
seconded by Trustee Meegan-Corrigan. Upon vote, the motion was
carried, with Trustee Meehan voting no.

B) CATHY MILLS B RECREATION BOARD:

The Mayor said next is his appointment of Cathy Mills to the
Recreation Board. He said that she is a lovely lady who has been
very involved and has offered to help out on the Recreation Board.
And we are excited to welcome her.

C) ONION NEWS NETWORK:

The Mayor said the next item is the Onion News Network who came in
here and filmed last year and has asked to return. They are coming
in on Wednesday and Friday. They have agreed to pay a $2500 permit
fee. Also they may need some police overtime in which they
additionally have agreed to pay $1000 for the police overtime, which
we believe will more than cover the amount of overtime that they
need. So again the amount that they are going to do is not really
going to be disruptive to the downtown. They are going to be doing
most of their filming on interior shots in residential homes. They
obviously have also contacted a number of local businesses and these
homes will be receiving compensation. So it is not just the Village
that will be getting money but some local residents will be helped
out and again we had a major motion picture filmed in here a couple
of months ago. So it is nice. He thinks it is good notoriety for the
Village. It is a good source of, not a huge amount of income, but
it is income to the Village and it gets our name out there. A motion
approving the request was made by Trustee Abato, seconded by Trustee
Simon. Upon vote, the motion was carried.

D) MIDGET MOUNTIES B STORAGE TRAILER (NOT TO EXCEED $4000):

The Mayor said the last thing is the Midget Mounties. They have
requested a storage unit. The Mayor said he got a call from Chris
Sharpe. As everybody knows, the ballfields flood and their equipment
area had flooded. Baseball maintains a storage unit which actually
is a truck trailer that they painted which is up on the DPW lot. The
Mayor had put the Mounties in touch with Suffern baseball and they
are going to look to acquire the same type of truck trailer to put
right next to the existing one. They can store their stuff out of
the flood area. They will paint it and it will be nice. So again
they have asked since we have helped out other recreational
activities in the Village that the Village look to help out. And
again this will stay as Village property. We can use it also.
Trustee Abato asked if Little League would also be able to use it.
The Mayor said they have their own. They don’t need it. They have
the one that is right next door. So they are going to actually help
acquire it B Adam Fazio owns a storage company so he is able to
obtain B Trustee Abato said they will work together. The Mayor said
exactly. So it would be not to exceed $4000 and he believes it is
going to be significantly safe but just to be safe to pay for the
cost of the trailer and the painting and that we would use money in
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lieu of recreation for that. A motion to approve the request was
made by Trustee Abato, seconded by Trustee Meehan. 

AYES: Mayor Dagan LaCorte
Trustee Bruce Simon, Trustee Patricia Abato
Trustee Jo Meegan-Corrigan, Trustee John Meehan

NOES: None

ABSENT: None

A motion to adjourn the meeting at 10:00 p.m. was made by Trustee
Simon, seconded by Trustee Meegan-Corrigan. Upon vote, the motion
was carried.

 


