
Village Board Meeting
June 13, 2011 

A regular Village Board meeting was held on the above date at 7:30
p.m. with the following members present:

PRESENT: Mayor Dagan LaCorte
Trustee Bruce Simon, Trustee Patricia Abato
Trustee Jo Meegan-Corrigan, Trustee John Meehan

ALSO PRESENT: Virginia Menschner, Village Clerk
Terry Rice, Village Attorney

ABSENT: None

Set Dates for July Meetings:

The Mayor said the first item on the agenda is to set the dates for
the July meetings. The workshop will be Wednesday, July 6 at 7:00
p.m. and the Board meeting will be the following Monday, July 11,
at 7:30 p.m.

The Mayor said we have a couple of presentations. The Mayor said he
was going to call up Deputy Mayor Simon since he was really the
driving force behind this. The Mayor said these are certificates of
recognition for our Arbor Day celebration. It was our first effort
here to celebrate in the Village of Suffern. There are many people
responsible and Deputy Mayor Simon was really the driving force
behind it. Deputy Mayor Simon said he couldn’t take full credit for
it. He asked Chuck Barone from the Green Council to come up. Deputy
Mayor Simon presented the following people with certificates:
Deshana Deshawn, Claire DeBrock, Daniel Dowling, James Keane, and
Michael Simon.

Deputy Mayor Simon said that just a quick background on this. These
awards are presented to these young people. They came out. We were
able this year, after some years of not having one, to reactivate
the Village’s tree farm, which is on Brooklands. A boy scout had
done it as an Eagle project some years back B he said he thought it
was in 2003 or 2004. Over the years it had not been maintained. It
had fallen into disrepair. They were able to restart it this year
thanks to a lot of hard work, which he can’t take any credit for.
The young people that were here were the ones that went that day,
dug all the holes in the ground, planted all the trees, watered the
trees. They did the work. They deserve the credit for it and the
applause for it. Finally, the ultimate goal. He said they planted
30 trees that day. They were hoping to maybe get 15 in. They got 30
trees of varying types into the ground. They hope every year to get
at least that many in so that four or five years from now, when the
first ones we planted are more mature, we will be able to take those
out, plant those around the Village, have kind of a constant source
of fresh trees that they can plant. And it is all thanks to the
kids. 



The Deputy Mayor said he will turn it back to the Mayor. The Mayor
said that we have another award that we will be giving out. It is
our Green Thumb award. But the person who is presenting this B this
is Chuck Barone, who really has done an excellent job in
volunteering his time in the Village. He started our Green
Committee, which is the first of its kind here in the Village where
we look for green solutions to many issues in the Village, including
getting green cleaners, replacing all the chemicals that we use in
the Village in the various departments for cleaning with green
products, as well as looking into more efficient sources of energy
B working with O & R, which Chuck is presently working on. And again
all the work surrounding the Arbor Day celebration. So it his honor
and his privilege to call up our good friend Chuck Barone.

Mr. Barone said that for the past few weeks the members of the Green
Council have been driving around the Village looking at homes that
have the best landscape. The homeowners with the greenest thumb. And
a few people were nominated. The people who were nominated were
asked to come and be recognized here today. If there is anyone in
the audience who received a Green Thumb award, he asked them to
please stand up. He asked if there was anyone here from Ramapo
Avenue, anyone here from Wayne Avenue, anyone here from Boulevard?
He said they are the greenest thumbs in the Village and we
appreciate everything that they do to make the Village look so
beautiful. And they all won in a way but of the three of them that
were nominated a number of people went and looked and he has a gift
certificate to Ravi and two tickets to the Lafayette Theater’s live
Napoli to Broadway on Thursday night. And this year’s recipient of
the Green Thumb award goes to 10-12 Boulevard B Camille Burgess. Mr.
Barone thanked her for making the Village so beautiful.

The Mayor said he had one more presentation in a few minutes when
Chief Osborn gets here.

FIRE DEPARTMENT:

A) New Members B Hose Company B Randy Ortiz, Jason Carro, Keith
Barclay:

Chief Dan McInerney said he had a couple of items on the agenda. One
is to insure the three individuals that applied for membership at
the Volunteer Hose Company and they are Randy Ortiz, Jason Carro,
and Keith Barclay. A motion approving the membership was made by
Trustee Abato, seconded by Trustee Meeting. Upon vote, the motion
was carried.

B)_New Member B Hook & Ladder Company B Daniel Dellatte:

Chief McInerney said we also have one applicant for membership for
the Hook and Ladder B Daniel Dellatte. A motion approving the
membership was made by Trustee Simon, seconded by Trustee Abato.
Upon vote, the motion was carried.

C) Permission for 3 Chiefs to Attend Firehouse Expo and Convention
in Baltimore, Maryland on July 21 and July 22 B Not to Exceed $1000:

Chief McInerney asked for permission for the three chiefs to attend



the fire expo and convention in Baltimore, Maryland on July 21 and
July 22 at a cost not to exceed $1000. A motion approving the
request was made by Trustee Meehan, seconded by Trustee Meegan-
Corrigan.

AYES: Mayor Dagan LaCorte
Trustee Patricia Abato, Trustee Bruce Simon
Trustee Jo Meegan-Corrigan, Trustee John Meehan

NOES: None

ABSENT: None

D)_ Request B Meeting to be Set Up with New Jersey Transit to
Discuss the Possibility of a Railroad Crossing into the West Ward
for Emergency Vehicles. Best Location: Cul-de-Sac on Dunnery Court:

Chief McInerney said that he would like to request that the Village
Board and the Fire Chiefs as well as the Police Chief meet with New
Jersey Transit to discuss the possibility of a railroad crossing in
the West Ward. The Mayor said we will set that up. 

E)_Emergency Repair B Radiator 19 Tower. Cost for New Radiator is
$3,343.54 from Sutphen Corporation. Cost to Install is $1,520 (Labor
B FJH Truck Repair):

Chief McInerney said that this is a request for an emergency repair
to the radiator of 19 tower. The cost for the new radiator is
$3,343.54 and to put it in is another $1520. A motion authorizing
the repair was made by Trustee Abato, seconded by Trustee Meegan-
Corrigan.

AYES: Mayor Dagan LaCorte
Trustee Patricia Abato, Trustee Bruce Simon
Trustee Jo Meegan-Corrigan, Trustee John Meehan

NOES: None

ABSENT: None

F) Permission for Volunteer Hose Company to Hold Wing Night
Fundraiser B Saturday, October 1, 2011:

Chief McInerney said this was for permission for the Hose Company
to hold a Wing Night on Saturday, October 1, 2011. A motion
authorizing the request was made by Trustee Simon, seconded by
Trustee Meegan-Corrigan. Upon vote, the motion was carried.

The Mayor said that one other item, so everyone knows, during that
meeting that we are going to set up with New Jersey Transit B in
addition to discussing the emergency access because of the flooding
that occurs in the West Ward under those bridges so that a truck can
go over the tracks, they are also going to discuss access for
handicap persons and also for parents with strollers because as
everyone realizes on the westbound train, there really is no way to
get out if you are handicap. All you have are the stairs. So they
are going to look into something because that needs to be taken care



of because it really impedes people’s ability to travel freely from
the city up.

The Mayor said we have one more presentation.

The Mayor asked Isabel Haggerty to come for this B the presentation
of the Andrew C. Haggerty Service Award.

The Mayor said the Haggerty Award was named in honor, and now
continues in memory of former Mayor and Trustee Andy Haggerty. He
said that everyone knows that Andy passed away a couple of months
ago and we are all deeply saddened. But we started this award to
honor Andy and his service to the Village. What was most important
to Andy was the Village, and obviously his family, and what people
gave to the Village B whether as an elected official, a volunteer
or as an employee. So the purpose of the Andrew C. Haggerty
Outstanding Service Award is to honor those people who serve the
people and who go above and beyond the call of duty. The Mayor said
we have given it to volunteers before B Mr. Barone for all his hard
work, various employees, Chief Dan McInerney for being a great fire
chief and also for his service in other areas, Scott Brown and Joe
Hunt who not only work for the Village in the Department of Public
Works but also donate an amazing amount of time developing a top
notch safety program here in the Village. This is a seasonal award
that we give out and because there are so many great people in this
Village, he has no doubts that we will be able to continue this for
many years to come. So this season, for the Spring 2011, the
recipients of the Haggerty Service Award is a family B Officer Lou
Venturini, Detective Ann Cawley, and K-9 Hero. The Mayor said that
in addition to both of them being officers here in the Village of
Suffern, Ann and Lou are also a happily married couple and what they
do is that Lou not only runs our K-9 program but the dogs are part
of their family. They are animal lovers. They take care of the dogs.
First with K-9 Aran, and now Hero, who has been with us for 7 years,
and he still obviously looks great, but he has been in service for
a long time so we are very fortunate to recently have a new K-9
donated and that is Patriot. So what we wanted to do was to take the
opportunity as a Board to honor all their service to the Village B
going above and beyond because it really is a full-time job taking
care of these beautiful animals and making sure that not only that
they serve the Village but that they also have an environment in
which they are loved and taken care of. So again it is really our
pleasure B the Village Board and our honor to thank them for what
they have done, to thank Hero, and we look forward to Patriot
continuing that. The Mayor said we are also going to have a plate
that will be put on the permanent plaque outside. And each recipient
will get a plaque here tonight and also we have a plaque outside
which has all the recipients. The Mayor presented them with plaques.
The Mayor thanked them for their service. The Mayor said there is
a gift certificate to the Pet Nutrition Center in Nanuet. They
donated this and he thanks Trustee Abato for taking care of that for
us. And we appreciate their generous donation. Officer Venturini
thanked everyone and the Village Board for their support, the Chief
of Police and it is an honor to serve the Village and be their K-9
officer.

GRANT WRITER:



Mr. Fred Rella said that he would just like to update the Board
briefly on the Community Development Block Grant. A couple of weeks
ago the awards were made for Rockland County over at the Village of
West Haverstraw. They were announced by the County Executive
Vanderhoef along with the Director Joe Abate of the Office of
Community Development and the Village of Suffern, he is very happy
to announce, was awarded $87,000 for the Downtown Revitalization
program, which is the Façade Program, and there were a total of 28
recipients and we were number five as far as the amount that we
received from the top of that list. So that was quite an
accomplishment and he is very proud of that. 

The Mayor thanked Mr. Rella. He said in addition, again we are very
excited about the Façade Program. It is really going to make a huge
difference in the downtown and that will get started shortly. The
Mayor said there was one other item in regards to that. It is the
renewal of Mr. Rella’s contract which is the same terms as last year
and it goes from July 1, 2011 to June 30, 2012, consulting sum of
$50,000 and it can be terminated by the Village with thirty days
written notice. A motion authorizing the renewal of the contract was
made by Trustee Abato, seconded by Trustee Simon.

AYES: Mayor Dagan LaCorte
Trustee Patricia Abato, Trustee Bruce Simon
Trustee Jo Meegan-Corrigan

NOES: Trustee John Meehan said based not on Mr. Rella’s 
performance, which he thinks has been superb but he 
thinks the compensation is far too high. He said he 
used to do this for a living and unfortunately he has 
to vote no.

ABSENT: None

CULTURE AND RECREATION:

Mrs. Gail Curtin asked that the Board bear with her since she does
have a lot tonight but it is certainly a busy time for the
recreation department. Since the last Village Board meeting, they
had LEAD on Friday, May 6; pool registration began on May 11 and is
ongoing; Mayor LaCorte, Craig Long and Chiefs Osborn and McInerney
participated in the Richard P. Connor Community Day. They had a
blood drive at the community center on May 17. The pool opened for
weekends starting May 28 and is continuing on weekends until June
25. She said that she had a conversation today with Rich Gandon, who
is sitting in the audience, and she wants to quote the description
that he gave to "Movie Under the Stars." He said it was magic. Mrs.
Curtin thanked him for allowing us to partner with them that night
and she thinks it was magic. It just was a wonderful night all
around and she thinks the Chamber and recreation will certainly be
doing this and other great things in the future. And if that was
magic, she just can’t think of a word for Friday, June 10. She said
that she sent all of the Board an e-mail and she doesn’t know if it
expressed the feelings that they all had at the LEAD program on
Friday night. Over 300 high school students, 6 bands, one of which
they are trying to hire for Suffern Day, all expressed their



appreciation to the Board for allowing another year of music at the
community center on Friday nights and then this very, very special
night on June 10. So from all of them to all of you, thank you very
much.

Mrs. Curtin said unfortunately the next day wasn’t so good. The
fishing derby, with safety in mind, was canceled. They are in the
process of having conversations with representatives from the Mahwah
Elks Lodge to see if, in fact, there is a possibility of
rescheduling that event. And if they do, she will be in touch with
the Board. As far as an update on the weekends at the pool, it is
still too soon to put together any kind of comparison but from the
weather standpoint, Memorial Day weekend was certainly very, very
well attended. 150, 130, 140. The second weekend about 50 and 30.
And the fifth weekend, due to the weather, very, very low. The DARE
pool party, which was held today, again, although it is a very
serious situation, she has to say that she was very pleased that
Chief Osborn got to see your lifeguard staff in action. And what she
means by that is that 45 minutes into that DARE party, they had a
save. It was executed perfectly and it was done by a rookie guard
B first time on the chair. She said she thinks we are off to a good
start.

Mrs. Curtin said that orientation for the entire staff will be this
weekend, the 16th, at the center. The following night there is a
girl scout movie night at the center. Clifford Theater workshop
auditions are going beautifully and there is another one on June 19.
Rehearsals begin July 5 and of course the show is August 5 and 6.
This year, they are doing things a little differently due to the
early opening of the pool. They have decided to do registration for
all aquatic programs on two nights in this building on June 21 and
22. The first summer concert of the season is June 23 and that is
"No Exit." The pool will open for seven days a week on Saturday,
June 25. She said she hopes that the Board will join them at 10:00
a.m. along with the fire chief and the police chief and also she
understands that a discussion is being had as to having a
representative from DPW. Originally, Joe Hunt was going to visit to
talk about safety with the head guards. He will not be able to make
it. He told Mrs. Curtin that either Dan Haglund or Scott Brown might
fill in for him on that day. So if that happens that would be just
an extra for the head guards that day.

Kiddie pool party is Monday, June 27. Senior movie afternoon
Thursday, June 30. And the Chamber of Commerce charity softball game
for Amy Clifford is scheduled for Thursday, June 30.  

Mrs. Curtin said that as for miscellaneous, at the workshop she
brought to them the request from the YMCA for use of our pool. We
have given this for several years. All requests are certainly shown
to Terry Rice before permission is given. But she does ask them once
again to give the YMCA preschoolers the opportunity to use the pool
on Tuesdays and Thursdays from July 30 to August 25 with all of the
rules that we will set forth. A motion authorizing the request was
made by Trustee Simon, seconded by Trustee Abato. Upon vote, the
motion was carried.

Mrs. Curtin thanked them and said that again as she mentioned at the



workshop, and it is not a lot of money, we are only talking $100,
but we were very fortunate to receive a $100 donation from a
resident who would like to remain anonymous. He would like to see
it used for children and at the same night that that donation was
received, one of our recreation board members, who works closely
with the Clifford Theater asked if she could have money to buy some
storage bins for the Clifford Theater workshop items that are stored
up at LPL. The cost that she predicts is $100 so they would like to
be able to use that $100 that came in to give it to Mary Guccione
and of course the receipts would be given to us. A motion
authorizing the request was made by Trustee Abato, seconded by
Trustee Meehan. Upon vote, the motion was carried.

Mrs. Curtin said the final item that she has is to suggest that non-
resident Village of Suffern senior citizens who belong to the
Village of Suffern senior citizen club be allowed to purchase an
adult pool pass for the summer. A motion authorizing the request was
made by Trustee Meehan, seconded by Trustee Abato. Upon vote, the
motion was carried.

The Mayor thanked Mrs. Curtin. He said that he would just like to
note that that last item was something they discussed to try to come
up with a policy that is fair to Village residents but also fair to
the guests of seniors who are accustomed to coming to the pool. He
would like to thank Gail and her staff and also Bob Conklin and his
staff for getting the pool ready for an early opening. We have
opened a month early this year on weekends. Typically we don’t open
until the end of June. We opened the Saturday of Memorial Day
weekend. The pool will be open all Saturdays and Sundays until the
end of June at which point our normal hours will resume. The Mayor
said we had discussed trying to get it open this past week when it
got really hot. Deputy Mayor Simon and Gail were working on it. We
were unable to do that but that will be something in the future that
we will try to do. Again, it took a tremendous amount of work to get
the pool open a full month early. Also, Rich DeStefeano worked very
hard in terms of doing the work. So we are thrilled and we
appreciate it.

The Mayor said that one other thing that he would like to note and
thank Gail is that one of the really great events that everyone
looks forward to here in the Village is our Village of Suffern
Suffern Day. In previous years, former Mayor Keegan is here, and
they started three or four years ago fireworks. And that is
something that had long ago been part of the Village. And had
stopped for a while and he knows that it was something that Mayor
Keegan wanted to do and we were able to bring it back.
Unfortunately, the funding that we got for those fireworks was from
Assemblywoman Annie Rabbits office and due to the budget constraints
in the State of New York, we were advised that it was likely that
we weren’t going to receive any money. So the Mayor, the Suffern Day
Committee, working together, were able to reach out to various
groups in the area B lots of companies that work with the Village,
do business with us B and we asked them to become sponsors of
Suffern Day. And he believes so far we have received over $3000. So
we are happy to report that irrespective of the State funding, we
will go forward again with fireworks this year and so we are really
excited about that. So again, Gail, he appreciates the hard work in



doing that and securing the funding. That is what you have to do in
these difficult times B kind of think out of the box and look for
different ways to come up with funding. So we are all excited for
that. Suffern Day is September 24 and he hopes to see everyone
there.

BUILDING DEPARTMENT:

The Mayor said there were a couple of items discussed at the
workshop. He said we need to set some public hearings. The first one
is to amend Chapter 105 "Code Enforcement" regarding the Authority
of the Code Enforcement Officer to write parking tickets, as we
discussed, in certain circumstances. The Mayor said the next one is
to amend Chapter 162 "Housing Standards" regarding room occupancy,
which is just a language change. Also to amend Chapter 235 "Streets
and Sidewalks" regarding snow removal which is additionally a
language change. And then Chapter 2120 "Sewers" which is a
requirement for licensing for installation of water and sewer lines
to ensure the safety of our water supply. A motion to set the public
hearing on all of the above for July 11 at 7:45 p.m. was made by
Trustee Abato, seconded by Trustee Simon. Upon vote, the motion was
carried.

POLICE DEPARTMENT:

Chief Clarke Osborn said he just had some updates. Nothing to vote
on tonight. First, some informational items. He said they had a
residential burglary on Cragmere Road last month. And the reason he
brings this up is that obviously burglaries happen in most
communities and a lot of times B daytime, nighttime. But the thing
that concerned them about this was that it was in the middle of the
day. The suspects had knocked on a door on Cragmere Road in the
Village side. A woman answered the door, they came to the door, and
a car pulled out of a driveway and two minutes later an alarm went
off at a neighbor’s house. The Chief said we responded and we sent
the dog that you just saw and the officers were able to climb up the
window and we sent the dog through the window. We were able to get
into the house, check the house, secure the scene, and to make a
long story short, we ended up apprehended two suspects in Greenwood
Lake, New York. And about forty or fifty burglaries throughout the
area and these were possible suspects. So it was a good job on the
officers part for when they did when they got there and securing the
evidence that we needed. And he just wanted to let the Board know.
A burglary arrest particularly in a situation like this B middle of
the day kick-ins like that are very serious. So our officers did a
good job on that. Chief Osborn said they initiated several vehicle
and traffic enforcement incidents this month on Wayne Avenue, Ramapo
Avenue B speeding, and Washington Avenue commercial vehicles, and
Yorkshire Drive, Bon Aire Circle. He said they have been initiating
them all over the place and it is working that great. So the
officers out there have stepped it up. Several of these initiatives
are funded through the state through a STEP grant which is Selective
Traffic Enforcement Program. So that is going very well. Chief
Osborn said it has been a very busy month for the DARE program. We
finished up with Officer Giannettino with a DARE party at the
Suffern pool and he wants to thank all who came to that. It was a
big event and he thanked Gail for all her help in what they did for



them. The DARE hockey league B they had a huge barbecue yesterday.
The high school championships. Tomorrow night, if the Board would
like to come up, they have the middle school championship game which
got rained out on Saturday. The PBA asked him to thank the Board and
also the public for their support. They have the Vincent Crotty
Second Annual Memorial Barbecue and Fundraiser for the Vincent
Crotty Memorial Foundation. He said they had well over 500 attendees
B mostly a lot of Village residents. And he wants to thank everybody
for that. And last, but not least, he said that Thursday night he
is the president of the Police Chiefs of Rockland County, which he
has been for the past year and a half, and they are having their
yearly fundraiser at Cornetta’s in Piermont and all the money raised
goes back to Rockland County law enforcement programs. 

The Chief said that is it. He said he would like to thank his fellow
department heads. He said they do a lot of things together and they
work together very well. Particularly at busy times, like this week,
and he would like to thank all of them for stepping up to the plate
to help him out.

Trustee Meehan said that the Chief made a recommendation to the Town
of Ramapo in regards to the quarry and you recommended fencing and
you recommended the demolition of the buildings there and you
recommended that, in your evaluation, that a guard should be
stationed there. He asked if the Chief knew what the status of that
is. Chief Osborn said that he knows they have officers checking the
facility. The Mayor said they arrested three youths today. There was
an arrest. Trustee Meehan asked who made the arrest. The Chief said
he believes the Ramapo Police Department. They handle the quarry.
The Mayor said three or four kids. Trustee Meehan said they have had
the thing for six years and they made four arrests. He said he is
really impressed. Trustee Meehan said he really thinks that we are
going to have to get after the Town of Ramapo on this. They just
seem to ignore us and they are ignoring the safety of the children
of this Village and it really annoys him. He said that maybe he will
be going up to the Town of Ramapo board meeting and maybe give them
a piece of his mind. The Mayor said we are continually in touch with
them and at the end of the day there is only so much we can do. It
is their property. We are on top of it. He said he knows when this
unfortunate incident happened, an officer was on site and when the
officer pulled up, the youth saw the officer and then jumped in. We
are going to continue to press them to do it for safety and
hopefully there won’t be another tragedy like this.

The Mayor thanked the Chief. He said he was at the game yesterday
and in overtime, the Chief called a goal. The Mayor said it wasn’t
in. The Chief said yes it was. The Mayor said they waved it off and
it’s okay because the same team won in double overtime. The Chief
said it was a goal. The Mayor said he doesn’t think so. Controversy.
He said it was a great game, great league and a great barbecue. He
thanked the Chief.

AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION:

The Mayor said if anyone would like to address the Board please come
up and state your name and address and speak directly into the
microphone and address the Board.



Jim Giannettino of 2 Memorial Drive said that first of all he would
like to thank Mr. Meehan for continually bringing up the quarry. It
didn’t do much good because Ramapo didn’t pay much attention. He
asked Attorney Rice a legal question. He asked if we could try to
take that away from the Town of Ramapo? Attorney Rice asked him what
he meant by take it away. Mr. Giannettino said under eminent domain.
Make a park out of it. The Mayor said he knows that Mr. Simon
brought this up. Trustee Simon said that he was going to announce
this later on that he was going to ask the Board for its support in
asking our two Village attorneys to examine this very thing. Because
he is pretty much sick and tired of what is going on with the town.
The time has come. Either it is up or out. And he thinks, if we can,
this is a nuisance, this is a public safety issue and he thinks it
behooves us, as a Village Board, to ask our attorneys to examine
whether we can in fact seize this piece of land from the Town of
Ramapo. Mr. Giannettino said he totally agrees. Anything that we can
do because all they are doing is sitting on it in hopes of making
money and even though legally they are responsible to police it B
Terry, who gets the headache. Attorney Rice said Bruce has spoken
to him about this. Attorney Rice said he is going to take a look at
it. He said he has a pretty firm idea of what his conclusion is
going to be but he is going to take a look at it to be sure. Mr.
Giannettino said he kind of knows too but anything that we can do
to light a fire under people that don’t seem very interested would
be helpful.

Mr. Giannettino said that speaking of the quarry, what are the
chances that we get sued for what happened at the quarry. He said
he knows that anybody can sue anybody for anything. Mr. Rice said
the first part of the answer is anybody can. And if somebody goes
looking for deep pockets, probably anyone that has ever owned it,
looked at it, or thought about it would get sued. But what are our
chances? First of all, we do have insurance that would cover it. But
second of all, what are our chances of actually being held liable
on something like that? Nil. Mr. Giannettino said okay, that is good
to hear.

Mr. Giannettino said his next question. The lights at the monument
and at the gazebo park B Virginia Menschner Gazebo Park and Avon
park B however you want to call it. Are they ever going to get
fixed? He said it has been months. The Mayor said that O&R has been
working on that. It is a pretty substantial project. The power was
out there. So it is not us not replacing the lights. There is no
power. He asked Mr. Sawicki if he wanted to mention what their
timetable was on that. The Mayor said we have been trying to also
coordinate it with Sacred Heart Church because obviously they have
dug under the pavers which is preferable as opposed to them digging
up the road, but we have a timetable. Mr. Sawicki said that O & R
did start the work and then we had a conflict with a series of
funerals and school buses. So O & R is in the midst of trying to
schedule that work to be completed. They need two or three days to
complete the work. So it should be scheduled as soon as the school
is let out within the next week and a half or two weeks. The Mayor
thanked him. Mr. Giannettino said he personally would never have
accepted that timetable. They have had school vacations and
everything else. If a municipality can’t get O & R to do something,
there is something wrong. There is something really wrong when the



main street in the town can’t get lit up. Somebody is not doing
something at O & R or at the Village level. He said he doesn’t know
which.

Mr. Giannettino said that we have talked about hard times and
budgets and thinking out of the box. He said he doesn’t know about
anybody else in the Village but he is very concerned about the
amount of money that we have been borrowing. In the last year and
a half or so this Village has borrowed about $2,225,000. Does
anybody else besides the people sitting out here realize there is
a recession? He said he means that worthwhile things need to be done
but you just can’t keep borrowing at this rate. He said he knows we
are well below our debt limit and all that good stuff. But we can’t
print money like Washington does. We just can’t keep spending money
like this. Something has to B there has to be a way to save some
money instead of constantly borrowing money and tonight you are
going to borrow another $200,000 to pay off a lawsuit. He said he
guesses the facts of that lawsuit can be brought out now since it
is a done deal. But why in God’s name did we ever come to an
agreement or a deal where we were going to be liable to pay them
$200,000 for attorney costs. The Mayor said he would answer the
first question first. The Mayor said that as you know, we work very
hard and we take our fiscal responsibility seriously. There was a
long-neglected sewer plant that previous administrations and no one
has paid attention to so we had to commit significant resources to
repairing our sewer plant or the DEC and ultimately the EPA would
reject or rescind our permit. Again, this is not frivolous money.
This is stuff that needs to be done. The Mayor said that he thinks
it is important to note - Mr. Giannettino said he never said it was
frivolous. The Mayor said that he asked the question and he
answered. Mr. Giannettino said that he never said it was frivolous.
The Mayor said to let him just answer the question. He said that
again this is money that we absolutely need to borrow to fix the
sewer plant. In terms of the lawsuit, as Mr. Giannettino is well
aware, we were in a situation where this lawsuit was brought under
two administrations ago B Mr. Giannettino’s administration. It is
an RLUPA case, which anyone who lives in this county is aware of.
We were faced with a situation where the federal government
intervened on behalf of the plaintiff. So ultimately he thinks that
this case went on for a long time and we were at a point where we
were going to go to trial. The plaintiff had amassed $460,000 in
attorneys fees. We settled with them in terms of the use, permitting
the use, because we knew that ultimately, even if we went to a
trial, the use would be permitted. Our attorney and additional
attorneys looked at the case and we really felt that we had no
chance and the Board unanimously agreed a prevailing in this case.
We did not agree to pay attorneys fees. What we agreed to do was to
cap attorneys fees at $200,000 and then allow the plaintiff to put
in an application for attorneys fees which we opposed. The court
awarded them attorneys fees of $260,000 B Mr. Giannettino said
$286,000 B the Mayor said $286,000. The Mayor said that ultimately,
we were only on the line for $200,000. So the settlement in itself
saved us $86,000. On top of that, if we continued this case and went
to trial, we would have easily been looking at attorneys fees of
over one million dollars. The Village of Airmont, he believes, a few
years ago lost an RLUPA case and had to pay $1.2 million of
attorneys fees. So again this is not something that we wanted. This



was not something we created. We are not blaming anyone. He is not
blaming Mr. Giannettino and he is not blaming the Mayor before him.
Although we could. Mr. Giannettino said you could try. All he did
was get a preliminary injunction to start what was going on. He
didn’t push forward with the lawsuit. You might as well get the
record clear. It can’t be everyone else’s fault but Dagan’s. The
Mayor said he is not blaming him. But what he is saying is that
realistically this was something where we made a decision to stop
the bleeding because the result would have been the same and instead
of facing upwards of million dollars of lawsuits to kick it down the
road, we cut our losses here and settled for $200,000. So he thinks
what we did was right and the Board unanimously agreed. Mr.
Giannettino asked Attorney Rice how he arrived at the $200,000
limit. Attorney Rice said that before he answers that he said to let
him just say something. Because he was the one that defended this
case. And this is the type of stuff he does in his private practice.
So it wasn’t something that just happened to land on his desk as
Village attorney and he learned as he went along on this. He said
we fought this as vigorously as a case could be fought. We moved to
dismiss the private plaintiff’s complete. The private plaintiff’s
got the U.S. Attorney’s office to file a separate action against the
Village. They had two young U.S. attorneys, assistant U.S.
attorneys, which he supposes they were doing other things besides
this but it certainly seemed that they were doing nothing but this.
Because they did all the heavy lifting and a lot of discovery and
a lot of depositions. The court ultimately granted part of our
motion to dismiss, denied part of our motion to dismiss. After the
discovery was finished, we moved for summary judgment. We had some
success with some of the claims going out. However, some of the
claims remained in. We were at a point where the next step would
have been a trial. The plaintiff’s had, besides the U.S. attorneys
office for which we don’t have to pay attorneys fees, the private
plaintiffs had a number of attorneys including a nationally
recognized expert and a local firm that did the running around and
would have been doing most of the trial work. We had been trying to
resolve the matter for some period of time. Eventually, after we
continued to say that we were willing to settle but not to pay
attorneys fees, the court held a number of settlement conferences
and through negotiation we finally arrived at the best number that
we could as far as a cap. Now under the RLUPA statute, the
plaintiffs have the right, unless they waived it as part of the
settlement, have the right to move for attorneys fees. Most lawsuits
in the United States, each party just absorbs their own attorneys
fees. This is one of the federal statutes where the prevailing
plaintiff is entitled to attorneys fees and the appropriateness in
trying to get reimbursement for certain of the items and first of
all, the court did not buy his argument that they shouldn’t get any
attorneys fees. The court did buy a number of his arguments and
greatly reduced the amount that they were seeking but not below the
$200,000 cap that we had negotiated. As the Mayor mentioned, the
next step would have been trial at which point not only would we
have had, although he is on salary and they wouldn’t be paying him
any additional money, we certainly would have gotten somebody else
in addition to help him out as far as the trial. And if we went to
trial and we lost, he has no doubt that we would have been facing
potential attorneys fee award of in excess of a million dollars. So
he thinks that under the circumstances it was the best it could have



been made of a bad situation.

Mr. Giannettino said so there is no appealing this fee anymore? This
fee B this $200,000. Attorney Rice said there is a procedure for
appealing it but practically it would be a fruitless and probably
a frivolous appeal. And what would it involve other than his time?
Attorney Rice said just his time. And the possibility that the
plaintiffs at that point would be looking for additional fees based
on the additional time that they would have to put in. Mr.
Giannettino said but you have already capped that. Attorney Rice
said this would be after the fact. The Mayor said they already made
the argument that if we go forward that they would just seek to
enforce the judgment which is another $80,000 and at this point when
a judge makes a decision on attorney’s fees the odds of being
reversed are like nil. Attorney Rice said it is a different
standard. Because in reviewing an award of attorneys fees it’s an
abusive discretion standard which basically means unless the court
were to say this is absolutely nuts, it is not going to get
reversed. The Mayor said and they already cut it down by almost 50%.
Mr. Giannettino said because of your agreement. The Mayor said no,
irrelevant to the agreement. The court wasn’t even aware of the
agreement. They just knocked it down based on the arguments and the
blocked timing. So they knocked it down to $280,000 and then we got
it back and said as long as it is more than $200,000 we are not on
the line. So in that sense we are in a good position. 

Mr. Giannettino asked Attorney Rice at what point during the six
years that this case went on did you feel that we didn’t have a
prayer. Attorney Rice said after we lost the summary judgment
motion. Mr. Giannettino asked which was when? Attorney Rice said a
year ago, 18 months ago, he doesn’t know exactly. Mr. Giannettino
said a couple of years ago. Attorney Rice said yes, he guesses. Mr.
Giannettino said that maybe we should have cut our losses at that
point. Attorney Rice said we did. The Mayor said that is when it
happened. That is when we settled the case. The majority of the
attorneys fees were during the point of discovery, all the
depositions and then the preparation of the motions. After that
there was just settlement discussion. And then if there is nothing
that could have been arrived at, then there is a trial. And then
again at a trial it would have been a significant expenditure of
attorneys fees. So once we lost the motion for summary judgment we
were faced with either going to a trial or trying to come up with
a settlement. Mr. Giannettino said he understands that. The Mayor
said he is sure there were some fees for the settlement conference.
Attorney Rice said that once we started getting close we actually
got them to agree to stop attorneys fees. The Mayor said that
ultimately we are paying well under what they incurred anyway. He
said that no one is happy about this but it is our responsibility
as a Board to look at the chances and it is easy to go on and say
let’s do it and kick it down the road but a million dollars would
really hurt this Village substantially. Mr. Giannettino said that
we don’t know that it would be a million dollars. So let’s no
inflate the number. Attorney Rice said he thinks that there is a
pretty high likelihood that the figure would be in that range.

Mr. Giannettino said since we are talking about lawsuits. Where are
we with the rest of the lawsuits that we are involved with. Attorney



Rice asked which one? Mr. Giannettino said Suffern Pines, Benji
Arena, and he can’t think of the rest of them off hand. Attorney
Rice said that Suffern Pines essentially is abandoned. They brought
a declaratory judgment action and they have basically walked away
from that. Mr. Giannettino said he is sorry but he didn’t hear the
final B they walked away from that? Attorney Rice said they haven’t
done anything to advance it. The Arena case, as you know, the
attorney that we hired left us in a lurch. Attorney Rice had a
telephone conference with the court and the judge agreed that we
could reopen the judgment that had been B the decision that had been
rendered. Attorney Rice made the motion. The judge said make the
motion to reopen and he would grant it. Attorney Rice also opposed
the plaintiff’s summary judgment and moved for a summary judgment
in our favor and he hates to predict but he is reasonably confident
about the outcome.

Beth Barone of 5 Mansfield Place said that she had two requests this
evening. She said that as we get closer and closer to the election
she would like to ask that we go back to reinstating the three
minute time that each person has at the podium to we can try to make
sure that we don’t have a lot of debates ongoing during Village time
when we ask the town members to come up and speak. She said she
thinks that practice worked well in previous years. Secondly, she
said she knows that we can’t do it for this election but one of her
concerns is that with two year time frames for the Village Trustees
and the Mayor, we end up with, when we have somebody new in office,
it takes them about six months to get used to the office and the
roll that they are in and then the last six months of that roll they
are spending their time getting ready for re-election. So she knows
that we can’t affect the elections that are coming up at this point
but she would like to know what the steps are to look at moving
elections to a three year term rather than a two year term going
forward so that we get more benefit of the experience.

Attorney Rice said there is a procedure in the Village law, he
believes it is, and he can take a look if the Board wanted him to,
but the change from a two year to a four year term, he believes, is
subject to a mandatory referendum. If anyone is interested, we can
get the time frames and so forth together. Ms. Barone said she would
like to look into that. The Mayor said that is not a bad idea.
People have discussed that. 

Trustee Meehan said he would like to discuss the three minute rule.
He said to him it is a very small Village. The County Legislature,
he was there, and while he was there, they didn’t do it but they
have restricted people to two minutes. And that is just ruining
democracy. We are a small government. We are a mom and pop
government and we can spend five or ten minutes listening to the
people who pay our salaries. So he really doesn’t have a problem
with it.

The Mayor said no one on the Board is proposing it anyway. Trustee
Meehan said good.

Adam DeStefano of 19 Prairie Avenue said he just had a couple of
questions. He asked what is the current status of the Orange Avenue
Renewal Project. He said he knows that there is a committee meeting



for that a couple of months ago. The Mayor said we discuss this at
every Board meeting and the Mayor knows that Mr. DeStefano hasn’t
been around. Mr. DeStefano said he hasn’t been here for the four
months that is why he was just wondering what went on at the
committee meeting. The Mayor said essentially we discussed the
status of the project. Kohl’s interest in the project. Potential
acquisition of property. Where we stand. He said there has been
other discussions with other real estate individuals. Discussions
regarding condominiums or apartments. Discussions on how to finance
it. Obviously we are moving forward looking at all different
options. The Mayor said he thinks in the coming months we are
probably going to look to open it up again to see what kind of
interest there is at this point to gauge it. So again that is
something that we are going to look into to see what the situation
is. And again we want to get this done but we have to also recognize
the economic environment we are in.

Mr. DeStefano said the other question he has is that he knows that
there was some discussion, he heard, about possibly our co-signing
the bond. What would our obligation as a Village be if we were to
co-sign the bond. The Mayor said there is no co-signing the bond.
He said again we can talk about this. If you weren’t at the meeting
it is difficult to discuss things in hypothetical. There is no
situation now regarding the finance or anything. We are not at that
point. It is not even something that’s really been discussed.
Trustee Meegan-Corrigan said she is sure his dad was at the meeting
and he can update him. Mr. DeStefano said they were talking about
it and the thing they couldn’t figure out was what the Village B
they didn’t know the exact process for it B the co-signing thing and
what it would involve the Village to do for it. So that was a thing.
Trustee Meegan-Corrigan said she thought he was pretty clear about
it that night. He thought he understood it. The Mayor told Mr.
DeStefano if he wanted to stop by his office and discuss this we
can. Because to rehash a meeting he doesn’t think at this point is
productive. 

Mr. DeStefano asked if the Village Board was looking into buying
other property involved with the Orange Avenue Renewal Project.
Because he remembers that we bought the one property and turned it
into a commuter parking lot temporarily until we get the project
going. Are we looking to do that with any other? The Mayor said
again we are looking at everything. There are properties that are
available. Mr. Blauvelt passed away and his daughter wants to sell
the property. Lou’s Auto Body is looking to sell the property. So
a couple of properties are available but obviously again it depends
on the status of the project. Mr. DeStefano asked if the Village
would buy it or would it be the developer. The Mayor said this was
a long meeting. We can discuss this if you want to come by the
Mayor’s office and they can discuss this. There are 50 different
scenarios, different situations. The Mayor said he just doesn’t
think at this time it is appropriate to rehash all of them,
especially because there is nothing that is happening at this point
that is formal. It is all discussions and hypothetical. Mr.
DeStefano thanked the Mayor. The Mayor said to feel free to contact
him to talk about this.

Jack H. Rosenberg of 13 Somerset Drive said that Mayor Parness,



Virginia Menschner, Village Clerk, Gail Curtin, Director of Culture
and Recreation, 15 years ago were the incorporators of the Village
of Suffern Community Foundation Inc. The by-laws stated that the
Village Clerk and the Director of Culture and Recreation, along with
two Trustees, were to be on the Board of Directors. Since that
incorporation, the Village Clerk and the Director of Culture and
Recreation have served for 15 years on that Board and he can tell
the Board that their attendance record has been phenomenal. Mr.
Rosenberg said he certainly believes that when you give awards for
service rendered to the Village that the next time that you do such
a thing that the award should be given to Gail Curtin and Virginia
Menschner.

Mel Berkowitz of 52 Milford Lane said that one of the things that
he was interested in was that a number of years ago when we had code
enforcement, and he thinks we are down to one code enforcer, Randy
Ortiz, and he is not sure but that is what it sounds like. He asked
if we still had a part-time code enforcer. The Mayor said we have
two. Mr. Berkowitz said the reason why he brings it up only because
years ago, he thinks when Keegan was Mayor or maybe Giannettino, he
said he always remembers reports financially that we actually took
in $40,000, $50,000 or $60,000 in code enforcement and he hasn’t
heard any reports in the last probably twelve months. He asked if
it is something we are missing or is there no money coming into code
enforcement and it is something we should look at especially if we
are spending money in various places. The Mayor said we are still
taking in money. We just felt that based on talking about those
things B we do code enforcement because we want to enforce the law
not because we want to bring in money. But they are doing their job.
We are bringing in money and it is a matter of public record. Just
like similarly the Chief in his report doesn’t discuss how much
money we are bringing in. So they are doing their job. They are
working hard and if you want that information, we can get that to
you from the Clerk’s office. Mr. Berkowitz said he is not saying
that they are not working hard. Let’s not say that. He is just
trying to figure out if there is money coming in, sufficient money,
and are we doing any basis. Again it is important that we do the
work but if we are going to make money on it, if it’s good money,
let’s report it. There’s nothing wrong with not reporting it or
reporting it. But he thinks it is a good thing to report it. The
Mayor said we can take that under advisement to see if it is
appropriate to do that. 

Mr. Berkowitz said that we recently borrowed or are about to borrow
$10,000 for obviously the Mahwah project, the Mahwah Mall, and
obviously the merchants down town would like to perhaps put a stop
or like to put a stop to that mall. He said he thinks it would have
been a good idea and he didn’t attend the last street fair but the
street fair before if indeed we had Trustees at the street fair or
someone representing even the merchants even though we were able to
give a table to someone that was representing Mahwah, and Mr.
Berkowitz said he was there until 3:00 or 3:30 and even the Trustees
that were walking the street or even the merchants who were working
the street fair could have come over to this Mahwah table and say
you know thank you for helping us. We would not like to see a mall
that would help destroy downtown. We do have about ten or twelve
empty stores so he thinks it is a good idea if we do have an outside



source that is helping us while we are spending the $10,000, let’s
cooperate and work with them and try to beat this.

Jean Hennelly of 135 Wayne Avenue asked if the Board did receive the
updated traffic study for Wayne Avenue. She said she spoke with a
gentleman from the company and she would like to know if the updated
and corrected and all-inclusive traffic study report is in the
Board’s hands and when will it be available to the public. The Mayor
said he will e-mail it tomorrow to see the status of it. Mrs.
Hennelly said that she really would like something to happen because
last Wednesday a jeep Patriot or something ended up on her lawn and
God forbid that if it was 20 minutes later her children could have
been seriously injured. It was just prior to the buses coming and
they crashed into another car and lost control and she has pictures.
Something has to be taken care of on 202. She said her second
question is that on Wayne Avenue, 166, she sent repeatedly has sent
e-mails regarding the state of the property and she keeps getting
responses that oh they have been called and the lawn will be taken
care of. They will be called. The lawn will be taken care of. This
property owner has multi-million dollars in assets and she does not
see why they cannot come once a week to mow that lawn. Two, three
weeks, four weeks. Three feet high grass. And nothing. She said she
would like to know what the code is on the length of the grass. The
Mayor said he believes he saw the e-mails and he knows she has been
in touch with the code enforcer and the Mayor spoke to him about it
and he informed the Mayor that they are going about enforcing the
property maintenance laws with respect to that property in the same
manner that they do with all properties. Mrs. Hennelly said so they
did get B so when they call them that is considered a warning. And
the next time they will receive B the Mayor said we have been trying
to, with all people, give them sufficient warnings similar to this
situation. We had some concerns with snow removal because we give
a warning and then someone gets a ticket. So we are really trying
to get compliance. So again he spoke to Mr. Ortiz and he saw the
correspondence and what he told the Mayor is that they are enforcing
the law. The Mayor said they have had numerous discussions and he
does not believe and the Board legally, and we talked about this as
well, that the Board should get involved in code enforcement. We
don’t direct the police to tell them to give tickets. When stuff is
brought to our attention, we pass it on to them. Which is the case.
But again he has been assured that they are enforcing the law
equally and fairly. The Mayor said he will again relay it to them
if they have not cut the grass and see what the situation is there.
The Mayor said he does know that this has been a problem. Mrs.
Hennelly said they spent over 2 ½ hours on Saturday. The Mayor said
they were there on Saturday? Mrs. Hennelly said yes they did cut it.
But just to tell you B 2 ½ hours to cut a lawn tells you how
severely long it was. The Mayor said we have been dealing with this
throughout the Village and we will make sure that they are compliant
like everybody else is. Mrs. Hennelly said that speaking of the same
property. She still hasn’t received a response to her e-mail
regarding what type of testing would be taking place on that B a few
weeks ago B with the backhoe. The Mayor said he knows that there was
a response and again, all he will say is if you want to speak to the
code enforcer about it. Mrs. Hennelly said she has and he sent an
e-mail to her saying to relay everything to the Mayor, which she
did, and you haven’t answered. The Mayor said he understands and he



thinks he did that because, and again he doesn’t want to speak for
him, that at a certain point he gave you an answer and the Mayor
doesn’t think that she found that answer to be sufficient so he said
to the Mayor at a certain point what can I do? I’m doing my job like
I do with respect to other properties but it seems that there is a
continuation of trying to go and continuously trying to find stuff
that is going on at this property. Mrs. Hennelly said a backhoe, a
commercial backhoe on a residential property without any permit or
any authorization from the Village. Trustee Abato said that she
thinks that in the e-mails he had said that no permits were actually
required for that. Mrs. Hennelly said then can you tell her what is
it that you don’t require a permit B what were they doing. She would
like to know what they were doing. Trustee Abato said to have a
backhoe you don’t need a permit. So we wouldn’t be able to go over
there and say what are you doing with the backhoe. Because now it
starts to look like we are harassing them. Mrs. Hennelly said so any
homeowner can have a commercial backhoe on their property and dig
numerous holes. 

Attorney Rice said that this is all third hand but from what he
understands is that they were just digging test wells B and he
shouldn’t even say test wells B test pits B to see what type of soil
and to see the perkability of the soil and that is something that
no permit is required for. That is permissible. Mrs. Hennelly said
she researched it and a perk test requires water and there was no
water involved in the depth of the holes. Attorney Rice said they
were doing perk tests apparently. Mrs. Hennelly said she was there
throughout the whole thing. The Mayor said she looked into it B Mrs.
Hennelly said that whatever test they did if that was a perk test
they didn’t do it properly. The Mayor said that maybe you have more
knowledge than him on that but again we relay your concerns and all
of them are looked into. And that is the case.

Mrs. Hennelly said that regarding the MS-4 mapping that is on the
agenda this evening. How much money is going to be involved in that
B for Brooker. The Mayor said not to exceed $2500. Mrs. Hennelly
said that is just to check out the sewers? The Mayor said that is
part of the stormwater consortium. Mrs. Hennelly said the stormwater
drains. Mrs. Hennelly asked if the Village workers couldn’t do it
B she said she sees them cleaning them out. Mr. Sawicki said they
have to generate documents. 

Pat Bologna of 7 Chatham Street said that he had just a couple of
things that he wanted to go over. He said the first thing he wanted
to go over was that through the winter, with all the snow and the
plowing, the end of his driveway took a major beating and he has a
sewer cap, if you will, drainage and with that he was just wondering
if the Board would be able to have at least the end of that B part
of the driveway, repaved. He said it is not really the first seven
feet of the right-of-way. The Mayor said we will take a look at it.
Mr. Sawicki said we will take a look at it. Mr. Bologna said the
whole end is all broken up and you can see issues with the drainage.
He said he just doesn’t want to pop a tire. He said the other thing
he did want to mention, and he doesn’t want to make a big issue out
of it, but the car has been taken care of, as he is sure the Mayor
is aware. It has been donated. And the one thing he was a little
upset over was that as he had mentioned several months ago that he



would have the car actually removed at the time come springtime. But
what happened was that he had the car already donated and then
almost a week later, about seven days later, that you filed the
summons against him. He said he had to appear in court two days. He
lost two days of work because of it. And not to make a big issue out
of it he was just going to ask if the Village would be willing to
at least compensate him for the two days that he had to lose work.
Considering that you were more than well-aware of the issue that he
took care of the car as promised.

Mr. Bologna said the third thing that he does want to mention, and
he doesn’t want to point fingers, but he thinks that it is important
that the Board should know that when he was in court those two days,
the two code enforcers, and he has nothing against them personally,
but he did find it somewhat insulting to himself and he found it
insulting to the court that these guys looked like they came from
playing a basketball game. He thinks that they should be dressed a
little bit more appropriately when they walk into a courtroom. He
said he will leave them with that information.

Jack Meyers of 90 E. Maple Avenue said that he is speaking as the
committee chair of Boy Scout Troop 21 in Suffern on a matter of
Harmony Park. The boys are really excited to start using the park
and doing a clean-up. But the one concern he does have is, he
guesses, the lack of attention by some residents using the park and
not picking up after the dogs. It seems to be quite excessive. He
asked if there was anything that could be done about that. Is there
a code. The Mayor said yes we do. What we can do is post more signs.
Obviously he thinks the problem there is that it is not like some
other parks which are more visible. But we can post more signs. We
do have in a couple of locations the bags and the dispenser. Maybe
we can look into doing one there. Trustee Abato asked if we could
also possibly put a reminder on the website as well as our
newsletter. The Mayor said we can do that. Mr. Meyers said he knows
that it is a popular dog walk area and he knows that during the
winter, in February, when it was plowed and they couldn’t get in the
park it was unbelievable the amount of presents that were left at
the entrance. Trustee Abato said that it would be nice if it said
that the Boy Scouts were cleaning it up for us and they found it in
this condition and that people could be mindful and clean up after
their pets. Trustee Meegan-Corrigan said that this is a pet peeve
of hers as well and there is an ordinance that if you see someone
who does not pick up after their dog that you can go to the police
and describe the dog and the person and she has talked to Chief
Osborn about it and they will take care of it. Mr. Meyers said he
appreciates that. Trustee Meegan-Corrigan said she lives on Park
Avenue and it is a very popular spot as well and no one picks up.
And she has two black labs and she picks up. Mr. Meyers said it is
just amazing that people just do that without any responsibility.
Trustee Meegan-Corrigan said there is no reason for it. Trustee
Abato said that she has seen in some parks, smaller parks like we
have, that they put that little station outside the park with those
little bags. She said that maybe we could look into getting them at
all the parks. The Mayor said we have them. He said he will ask
Danny to put up signs and he asked Gail that maybe we could look
online where we could purchase them with recreation funds. Mr.
Meyers said he is sure the boys would appreciate it.



Chief Osborn said that in regards to the quarry for Mr. Meehan and
everyone else in the public, the quarry is in the Village of Suffern
owned by the Town of Ramapo. We don’t really patrol that because we
are worried that we will blow our tires out and damage our cars. But
in regards to an emergency, an actual emergency like the other night
when the teenager jumped off a 60 or 70 foot cliff over there and
was in the water, we responded right after the Ramapo officer yelled
for help. And he had two officers, and he just thinks that the Board
should know this because some of you probably don’t. The two
officers, one of who climbed down a 60 foot embankment down a cliff
and the second one made his way down the same way B it is a really
steep incline and they actually went into the water to hold the
youth so he would not drown. So he just wanted them to know that we
do respond in emergencies. But it is definitely a hazard and he just
wanted them to know that we did recommend certain things to them and
the town called him last week and said they are looking into a
camera system as well. So he just wanted them to know that he
commended the officers and he wrote them up in a positive, what they
call a green sheet, a positive letter in the file for their actions.
They could have fallen down a 60 foot cliff and hit rocks at the
bottom and then went down thinking this kid was going to drown. And
this is something he thinks the Board should know.

Jean Hennelly said that regarding the dogs in the parks, at Memorial
Park, the kiddie area that is fenced off and she has seen on several
occasions the same dog owner, but it could happen with other
individuals, using it as a dog park B they close the fence and
unleash the dog and let the dog run around so she would like to ask
if we could put a no dog sign on the fence to the kiddie area.
Trustee Meegan-Corrigan said you mean no leashes but the dogs can
go in the park. No leash law. 

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS:

A) Requesting Authorization to Release Application for Payment No.
5 to Doyle Contracting Inc.:

Mr. Charles Sawicki asked for authorization to release application
for payment No. 5 to Doyle Contracting Inc. for the WWTP secondary
digester cover. This payment is in the amount of $51,902.30. A
motion authorizing the payment was made by Trustee Abato, seconded
by Trustee Meegan-Corrigan.

AYES: Mayor Dagan LaCorte
Trustee Patricia Abato, Trustee Bruce Simon who asked 
where we are on the digester cover. Mr. Sawicki said that
the coating that is part of the remediation of the tank
is approximately 75 to 80% complete. The corbels have
been modified. Two of which are going to be stainless
steel new corbels. They are fabricated and need to be
installed. We are, he thinks the contractor, it seems
like the contractor has lost some time because of the
rain and we are trying to get him to finish as quickly as
possible. The reality is that he is probably a week and
a half to two weeks to achieving that goal. Trustee Simon
asked if he thought that was a realistic goal. Mr.
Sawicki said that he is hoping that certainly by the end



of the month we should be done. There is a fair amount of
work to be done but if we have decent weather and he is
dedicated to complete the work as he hopefully will be
then we should be able to get this thing completed within
the next couple of weeks. Trustee Simon said he was only
asking because he is wondering if even slightly delaying
this money will be the impetus that he needs to get this
done sooner rather than later. Mr. Sawicki said that we
haven’t been very expeditious in giving him his money. We
still owe him approximately $140,000 even after this
application for payment is made. And legally we a r e
bound to pay him within a certain time frame unless he
just leaves the job and then we would have a reason not
to pay him. But right now we are obligated to pay him and
we do have significant monies in hand and any reasonable
contractor would want to get it finished as quickly as
possible. We do have liquidated damages. So most likely
we will incur liquidated damages if he finishes even
within the end of this month he will experience
liquidated damages. That is the only thing we have over
him right now B the liquidated damages. Trustee Simon
said then he votes yes.

Trustee Jo Meegan-Corrigan, Trustee John Meehan

NOES: None

ABSENT: None

B) Requesting Authorization to Release Application for Payment No.
5 to Diamond Construction:

Mr. Sawicki asked for authorization to release application for
payment No. 5 to Diamond Construction for the roadway improvement
project phase III. This payment is in the amount of $30,993. A
motion authorizing the payment was made by Trustee Simon, seconded
by Trustee Meegan-Corrigan.

AYES: Mayor Dagan LaCorte
Trustee Bruce Simon, Trustee Patricia Abato
Trustee Jo Meegan-Corrigan, Trustee John Meehan

NOES: None

ABSENT: None

C) Requesting Authorization to Approve O’Brien & Gere Proposals for
the WWTP the Dewatering System Replacement Basis of Design Proposal:

Mr. Sawicki asked for authorization to approve O’Brien and Gere
proposals for the WWTP the dewatering system replacement basis of
design proposal in the not to exceed amount of $32,000. He said he
didn’t know if the Board wanted to vote on these individually or
not. Mr. Sawicki said the anaerobic digestion system upgrades basis
of design including a heating and ventilation study proposal in the
not to exceed amount of $57,500. A motion to authorize the first
request for $32,000 authorizing O’Brien and Gere was made by Trustee



Abato, seconded by Trustee Simon.

AYES: Mayor Dagan LaCorte
Trustee Bruce Simon, Trustee Patricia Abato
Trustee Jo Meegan-Corrigan, Trustee John Meehan

NOES: None

ABSENT: None

A motion authorizing the anaerobic digestion system upgrades, part
2, in the amount not to exceed $57,500 was made by Trustee Abato,
seconded by Trustee Simon.

AYES: Mayor Dagan LaCorte
Trustee Bruce Simon, Trustee Patricia Abato
Trustee Jo Meegan-Corrigan, Trustee John Meehan

NOES: None

ABSENT: None

D) Requesting Authorization to Set a Public Hearing to Add a Fire
Zone at the Hook & Ladder Co.:

Mr. Sawicki asked for authorization set a public hearing to add a
fire zone at the Hook and Ladder Company. The fire zone would be
approximately 140 feet from the Lafayette Avenue intersection. This
is to accommodate the new equipment. A motion to set the public
hearing on Monday, July 11, 2011 at 7:50 p.m. was made by Trustee
Simon, seconded by Trustee Abato. Upon vote, the motion was carried.

E) Requesting Authorization to Utilize Brooker Engineering Co. for
MS4 Required Mapping:

Mr. Sawicki asked for authorization to utilize Brooker Engineering
Company for MS4 required mapping in the amount of $2500. This is
funded by account F8320.4400.0008. A motion authorizing the request
was made by Trustee Abato, seconded by Trustee Meegan-Corrigan.

AYES: Mayor Dagan LaCorte
Trustee Bruce Simon, Trustee Patricia Abato
Trustee Jo Meegan-Corrigan, Trustee John Meehan

NOES: None

ABSENT: None

F) Requesting Authorization to Hire Three (3) Temporary Laborers:

Mr. Sawicki said this item here is slightly modified. He said he had
a request for three temporary laborers and he has modified it to
request authorization to hire two summer temporary laborers for the
DPW department. The first gentleman, Mr. Brandon D. Cronk of the
Village of Suffern and the next gentleman is Mr. Jason G. Mulder of
the Village of Suffern. The rate of pay is $14 an hour with no
benefits. The funding would be made available as a result of one



retiree and one employee who is out on workman’s comp. Trustee Abato
asked what the rate would be on that. Mr. Sawicki said $14 an hour
and there are no benefits B no holidays. Overtime pay, though.
Trustee Abato asked what would be the hire time. Mr. Sawicki said
actually he would like to start them this Wednesday, which is the
15th. Trustee Abato asked for how long B do we have a time B three
months? Mr. Sawicki said yes, the duration would not exceed three
months. Trustee Meegan-Corrigan asked if we were not doing three.
Mr. Sawicki said right now he has enough funding to do two. Trustee
Meegan-Corrigan said she knows we talked about this. Mr. Sawicki
said we are very close to getting a third but we didn’t have the
candidate come together. The Mayor said Charles did this very
quickly. He appreciates it B a lot of work B because we need help.
The Mayor said he would like to appoint these two gentlemen subject
to the approval of Civil Service. A motion to confirm was made by
Trustee Simon, seconded by Trustee Meegan-Corrigan. Upon vote, the
motion was carried.

Mr. Sawicki said he would like to add one item to the agenda. He
asked for authorization to approve the replacement of a chain-link
fence in the Brooklands Park for the not to exceed amount of $6500.
Funding would be provided by funds in lieu of recreation. He said
he is in the midst of getting some pricing. He should have some
proposals. He said he should be receiving two quotes tomorrow and
maybe an additional third later this week. Trustee Simon asked if
this was the fence along Memorial Drive. Mr. Sawicki said it is
actually Montebello Road as you enter into Brooklands. The fence is
very old. He said he would say it is thirty five years. It is down
in certain sections. Trustee Simon asked Charles if he checked with
Danny because he knows that he did have some excess fence. Mr.
Sawicki said this is a significant amount of fencing. And we
actually did use some of that already. He will check with him. He
said we will look into seeing how we can save some money doing this.
A motion authorizing the request, not to exceed $6500, was made by
Trustee Simon, seconded by Trustee Meegan-Corrigan.

AYES: Mayor Dagan LaCorte
Trustee Bruce Simon, Trustee Patricia Abato
Trustee Jo Meegan-Corrigan, Trustee John Meehan

NOES: None

ABSENT: None

VILLAGE CLERK:

A) Request B Crumbs Bakers for 5 Tables and Chairs:

Village Clerk Virginia Menschner said the first thing on the agenda
is that Crumbs wants 5 tables and chairs. A motion authorizing the
request was made by Trustee Meehan, seconded by Trustee Meegan-
Corrigan. Upon vote, the motion was carried.

B) Request B Claudia Inoa B Block Party in Squires Gate (Lonergan
and Temple) B Monday, September 5, 2011:

Ms. Menschner said we have a request for a block party in Squires



Gate on Lonergan and Temple on September 5, 2011. A motion approving
the request was made by Trustee Abato, seconded by Trustee Meegan-
Corrigan. Upon vote, the motion was carried.

C) Planning Board Recommendation - Lounge 202 Inc.:

The Village Clerk said we have a Planning Board recommendation re:
Lounge 202 Inc. Attorney Rice said that at the last Village Board
meeting, Lounge 202 had an application for live entertainment. The
Planning Board resolution only spoke about live bands. It didn’t
speak about DJ’s. They returned to the Planning Board and the
Planning Board made a recommendation which encompasses both the live
entertainment and DJ’s as follows: live entertainment permit is
subject to the following conditions: Tuesday and Thursday until 12
midnight, Friday and Saturday until 1:00 a.m. is to include live
music or DJ with live music consisting of no more than four members
and only music permitted blues, light rock, disco, pop, jazz, not
to include rap or hip hop, and that was including a representation
that the applicant had made, and sound will not exceed 90 decibels
at the property line. Permit is subject to immediate suspension if
there are any problems caused by virtue of the music or the property
or by the live entertainment or violations of the conditions of the
special permit and thereafter subject to revocation following an
opportunity to be heard by the Board of Trustees. Rich Ellsworth
said he thought it was Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday. Attorney Rice
said he is reading what the Planning Board recommendation says.
Mayor LaCorte said Tuesday and Thursday is what it says here.
Trustee Abato said she would move it for Tuesday, Wednesday and
Thursday, seconded by Trustee Meehan. Upon vote, the motion was
carried, with Trustee Meegan-Corrigan voting no.

D) Request - Ole, Ole - 4 Tables and Chairs:

Ms. Menschner said this is a request from Ole, Ole for 4 tables and
8 chairs. Mr. Ortiz said he only has room for 4 tables. The Mayor
said we do it through October. A motion approving the request was
made by Trustee Abato, seconded by Trustee Meegan-Corrigan. Upon
vote, the motion was carried.

E) $200,000 Serial Bond for RLUPA:

The Village Clerk said the next item is a bond resolution, a serial
bond, for $200,000. She said we need a Trustee to offer the
following resolution and the adoption and then a Trustee has to
authorize her to advertise it. A motion to move the first motion was
made by Trustee Abato, seconded by Trustee Meehan.

AYES: Mayor Dagan LaCorte
Trustee Bruce Simon, Trustee Patricia Abato
Trustee Jo Meegan-Corrigan, Trustee John Meehan

NOES: None

ABSENT: None

A motion to authorize the Clerk to advertise it was made by Trustee
Simon, seconded by Trustee Abato.



AYES: Mayor Dagan LaCorte
Trustee Bruce Simon, Trustee Patricia Abato
Trustee Jo Meegan-Corrigan, Trustee John Meehan

NOES: None

ABSENT: None

FINANCE DEPARTMENT:

A) Update:

Treasurer Tom Zordan said that water and sewer billings went out
last month for approximately 1.2 million dollars and we have
collected approximately $800,000. Mr. Zordan said he believes that
Virginia gave them the agreement for Munitrax, the online tax
collection that we have. He is requesting that the Board approves
that so we can move forward and start collecting more taxes online.
A motion approving the Munitrax agreement was made by Trustee Abato,
seconded by Trustee Meegan-Corrigan.

AYES: Mayor Dagan LaCorte
Trustee Bruce Simon, Trustee Patricia Abato
Trustee Jo Meegan-Corrigan, Trustee John Meehan

NOES: None

ABSENT: None

Mr. Zordan said that as was discussed at the workshop, we had
requested bids for insurance and he believes the Mayor and he felt
that our best interest, and Attorney Rice also, would be to go with
the incumbent which is CLG Insurance to renew our insurance with
them at a cost of $186,000 for a year. A motion approving the
request was made by Trustee Abato, seconded by Trustee Meegan-
Corrigan.

AYES: Mayor Dagan LaCorte
Trustee Bruce Simon, Trustee Patricia Abato
Trustee Jo Meegan-Corrigan, Trustee John Meehan

NOES: None

ABSENT: None

Mr. Zordan said he had one other item. He said he was requesting a
motion for a budget transfer in the sewer fund in the amount of
$1,350. He would be increasing account 0076 by $1350 and he would
be getting the money from account 0033. A motion approving the
request was made by Trustee Abato, seconded by Trustee Simon.

AYES: Mayor Dagan LaCorte
Trustee Bruce Simon, Trustee Patricia Abato
Trustee Jo Meegan-Corrigan, Trustee John Meehan

NOES: None



ABSENT: None

TRUSTEES:

Trustee Simon said he knows it says trees and parks on the agenda
but we will put that off because he felt talking about the quarry
was a little more important tonight. And he has been wracking his
brain and trying to come up with an answer and he said we are asking
the Village attorney to look into seizing that property. It is a
public nuisance, it is a public safety issue. That is what this is
about - protecting the people that come in and through the Village.
Frankly, he doesn’t know how it is going to end up but he feels we
have to take this step forward to let people know that we take this
seriously. The only other thing he wants to say tonight is that Mr.
Meyers already left but as a proud member of the Boy Scouts of
America he is proud that Troop 23 has been designated to adopt
Harmony Park and they are going to do some clean-up in there, they
are going to put a sign up in the front. The only thing that they
asked of us was that on occasion during the year that they be able
to practice the skills that they are supposed to have - such as
pitching tents and that kind of thing. And he is pretty sure he can
speak for everybody on this Board and say we are very happy to offer
them that opportunity. It didn’t cost us anything. And it will
better them as young men and better us as a Village.

Trustee Jo Meegan-Corrigan said she was going to give an update and
be excited about the dental van coming tomorrow to Christ Church for
people who do not have dental coverage and they would get a very
discounted, if not free, dental service. However, she got a phone
call at the DARE Hockey barbecue and the dental van is broken. So
therefore it will begin on the fourth Tuesday of June and it will
be the second and fourth Tuesday of each month. She said if we could
note that and she will call Christ Church and Pastor Kemp and let
them know. 

Trustee Meehan said we did discuss this at the workshop and he knows
that there is no support but let him be brief. Last fall, when he
was seeking re-election, he promised the people of Suffern that he
would attempt to pass the resolution that he is about to introduce.
When he discussed this with them nearly everyone favored this move.
To keep his promise, he is submitting the following. This is a
request for a proposal on the quarry. Trustee Meehan said a little
bit of background. In 2008, in answer to a request for proposal from
the Town of Ramapo, Quarry Ridge Inc., a Goldstein family company,
offered to buy the land for 4.4 million dollars on a contingency
basis. The first part of the contingency was that Quarry Ridge Inc.
would provide flood mitigation program which would address flooding
for a twenty-five year frequency in the Squires Gate neighborhood.
The second part of the contingency required the Village of Suffern
to rezone the property to allow construction for 440 multiple
dwellings. Shortly after this agreement was reached, Quarry Ridge
Inc. made a presentation to the Village Board showing three planned
access roads. One would be at Tilton Road near the Ravi Restaurant
accessing Route 59. The second would be through the Novartis
property accessing Hemion Road and the third would be through the
Avon property accessing Washington Avenue. Avon has since said that
it would not grant access through its property so that leaves only



two access roads. The request is that the Village of Suffern request
that a planning firm undertake an evaluation of the sixty five acre
parcel and provide alternatives for the use of the property, taking
into consideration the following: the flood mitigation proposal
presented by Brooker Engineering which the Village would be desirous
of completing if feasible and the effect on traffic, considering
both the possibility of one means of access to Lafayette at Tilton
Road or the possibility of two means of access to Lafayette at
Tilton and a new road that would lead to Hemion through the property
owned by Novartis Pharmaceuticals. Trustee Meehan said he was moving
this resolution.

Mayor LaCorte asked Trustee Meehan a question about the zoning of
the property. Trustee Meehan said that rather then wait for the
property to be rezoned what he is trying to do is to take that
contingency agreement between the Town of Ramapo and Quarry Ridge
and ruin it by saying that we would not allow 440 multiple dwellings
to be built there. He said he discussed the possibility of 440
multiple dwellings to be built there with several hundred Suffern
residents and they are opposed to it and that is what he is trying
to go for this resolution. And we discussed it and discussed it for
months and months. He said he is just trying to complete a campaign
promise and he is on the record as completing it. Not everything he
tries to do he succeeds at, but he does try. The Mayor asked if we
are asking them to make a recommendation regarding zoning the
property? Because he knows that Trustee Meehan has mentioned it
before. Trustee Meehan said what he is asking them to do, because
he doesn’t think that anybody in their right mind wants to see 880
cars accessing Lafayette Avenue. He said he thinks that what we
would be asking them is what type of uses would not generate as much
traffic and obviously it could be partially residential or partially
something else that wouldn’t generate as much traffic and that is
what he is looking for and that is the kind of advice he is looking
for. The Mayor said for a recommendation regarding flooding,
traffic. Trustee Meehan said no, there is no recommendation
regarding flooding. The Mayor said a review of the flood plan.
Trustee Meehan said we discussed this and there is no support here
and he doesn’t know why we are going. The Mayor said he is just
asking questions because he wants to know exactly what you are
looking for. Trustee Meehan said he has discussed this - he said he
really has explained this to death. The Mayor said you brought it
up and he is just asking some questions. Trustee Meehan said okay.
He said that what he is trying to do is to evaluate the property.
For instance, maybe if they put in twenty million dollar homes there
that would generate sixty cars. And he thinks that everyone would
find that acceptable. He said he is not saying that he favors that.
He is not saying that he favors anything. What he is trying to do
is to have this be a community-wide recommendation. To have the
people involved in this decision. And he is trying to get to that
point. He said he knows that Goldstein and St. Lawrence, and when
he talks to people about St. Lawrence, and trust him that they have
absolutely no confidence in that man, and so he is not trusting in
this situation and what he wants to see is, and he doesn’t want to
see Quarry Ridge and Christopher St. Lawrence decide our future. He
wants us to decide our future ourselves. And that is why he is
offering this and that is why he has been pushing this and that is
why he campaigned on it. The Mayor thanked him for answering his



questions. 

The Mayor said that Trustee Meehan moved it. He asked if this is to
go out and see - Trustee Meehan said what he is asking is if there
is a second. If there is not a second then - the Mayor said it is
to go out and get a proposal and not to specifically go out now. To
get a proposal. The Mayor asked if you need Board approval to get
a proposal. Attorney Rice said it is a request for a proposal. It
is like bidding for road salt. If you want to put out a formal
request for proposal then the Board has to approve it. The Mayor
told Trustee Meehan that what he could do, if there is not the
support here, he could get prices anyway and then bring it back to
the Board. Trustee Meehan said okay. The Mayor said there is nothing
preventing him from doing that. He can come back to the Board. He
doesn’t need authority to go out and get prices. The Mayor said that
when we do professional services, we don’t normally bid it. We just
go out and get a couple of proposals. If you want to go out and get
a couple of proposals. Trustee Meehan said he thinks if he goes and
he calls somebody, the ABC Company, and they say are you speaking
for the Village and he says no, he is only speaking for himself,
then that seems sort of silly. The Mayor said you can get prices.
Trustee Meehan said he is not saying that the Board has to approve
a price or anything like that. That is something that would come
later. If they come back with $200,000 none of us are voting for it.
That is where he is going with it. The Mayor said that them saying
that if we don’t have the approval because it is professional
services you can go out and get a couple of prices and bring it back
to the Board anyway. That is a way to do it. Just give him a
suggestion. Trustee Meehan said the thing is that you want him to
do this but there is absolutely no support from any of the other
four members. He said he is willing to live with that. But he is
really annoyed. He said he has been bringing this up for months and
it just seems that no one is interested. He said he understands that
you don’t want to be interested. It is okay to oppose things. We had
oppositions. People wanted zone changes. He opposed it. We can
disagree. Trustee Abato said she is going to second it. The Mayor
said to go out and get proposals. 

Trustee Meegan-Corrigan said she had a question. She said that she
knows that we have been talking about this but every time she hears
this she gets more and more confused. Exactly what do you want to
get done because she is trying to understand it and she is still
lost. You want to go out and get permission to go get proposals to
maybe talk about getting a traffic study done? Is that what you are
looking for? Trustee Meehan said that as he said is that what he is
trying to is to develop an idea so that the property could be used
but not with the idea of 440 units but with something that would be
acceptable to us and what he is trying to think of what type of
things and he brought up the million dollar houses and very frankly
that is not going to fly either but there may be some way that that
property could be used so it could make enough money for the
developers so that he could pay for the flood mitigation and we
could have something that wouldn’t generate as much traffic. As far
as the traffic study, we do have two very pertinent traffic studies
on that road so we probably don’t need a third traffic study. We
could just based on using those traffic studies we could just ask
the planning firm what could be their recommendation on the variety



of uses that wouldn’t generate as much traffic. Obviously it can’t
be all multiple dwellings or that number of multiple dwellings.
Trustee Meegan-Corrigan said you want to hire a planning firm. That
is what you are looking to get a proposal from. A planning firm.
Trustee Meehan said that is correct. Trustee Meegan-Corrigan said
that is all she needed to know. Mayor LaCorte said for
recommendation to complete a traffic study using the other
information. Trustee Meehan said we have existing studies. The Mayor
said in addition to a recommendation regarding the zoning of the
property. Trustee Meehan said yes. He said he thinks it would give
us an opportunity - we will decide the zone and they could tell us
what types of uses would not generate a lot of traffic. The Mayor
said with recommendations to the Board. Trustee Meehan said yes. The
Mayor said and you want to go out for proposals. Trustee Meehan said
yes. The Mayor said you will prepare it? Trustee Meehan said it is
already prepared and he will sit down with Attorney Rice and come
up with a company. He doesn’t know of any in Rockland County.
Trustee Abato seconded the request. Upon vote, the motion was
carried. Trustee Meehan said thank you. 

Trustee Abato said she had two very quick things that came up today.
She said she thinks this is very important to mention. The award
that we gave to Lou and Ann tonight and Hero means a lot to this
Village because they certainly have given so much of their time and
so much and Hero has done so much for our county. And she just
wanted to mention that she reached out, and she won’t use names
because she doesn’t think that is fair, but she did reach out to
some corporate pet stores in Rockland County asking them if they
would be willing to help us out with a donation for Hero to
commemorate his retirement and to give them back a little something
for all that he has given to Rockland County. And they all at
corporate levels said no, they wouldn’t help out. But she went into
a family-owned and operated business in Nanuet, called Pet Nutrition
Center, and she explained the situation to them and she asked them
literally at three o’clock this afternoon for tonight and without
hesitation Marty and Debbie Fazio who are the owners of the pet
store came through with a $50 gift card and she thinks that just
says a lot for the family-owned and operated mom and pop stores that
they are our community. And they are what makes the Village of
Suffern so strong and such a family and she is really hoping that
people keep that in mind when they shop that it is people like this,
family-owned and operated businesses, that we really need to support
as they keep supporting us with good causes like Hero.

The second thing is actually a request from the people who come to
the Board meetings and from the Board especially for the candidates
who are up for re-election, the candidates who are running for the
Trustee positions and the Mayor position here in the Village of
Suffern. These Village Board meetings are designed to discuss
Village business. Not to bring politics, not to attack one another.
This is not a political forum here. This is Village. This is our
Village. And she thinks it is disrespectful when you start attacking
each other for political gains here at our Village Board meetings.
So she would like to ask, respectively, to all those who are running
for office and all of their supporters to respect these meetings and
not to bring politics into these meetings. You are here and you feel
strongly about an issue, we have always been here to hear you as a



full Board. Not as me as a candidate. Not me as a single person. But
we work as a Board. So she respectfully asks that we leave the
politics out of our Village Board meetings as we are now in campaign
season and that we stick to the issues and to the agenda that we
have that is our Village.

MAYOR:

The Mayor said he has an item that we talked about at the workshop
about hiring a new building inspector. The Mayor said he is asking
the Board for a special Board meeting because we need to post the
position for ten days. It was posted today. So he would like the
special Board meeting in ten working days. It will take ten minutes.
He said we will do it on Monday, June 27. Trustee Abato said she is
going to be away but she will be back that evening. Everybody agreed
on five o’clock. The Mayor said we would have done it tonight. We
already talked about it. It’s just that we can’t do it tonight. A
motion to set a special Village Board meeting for June 27 at 5:00
p.m. was made by Trustee Simon, seconded by Trustee Abato. Upon
vote, the motion was carried. The Mayor said just so they know that
obviously we are posting it. And the current building inspector is
going to finish on the 24th. A motion to end the services of John
Layne as of Friday, June 24th was made by Trustee Abato, seconded by
Trustee Meegan-Corrigan. Upon vote, the motion was carried.

The Mayor said the other item is the Point Park. The Mayor said he
received a letter from former Mayor Keegan last month regarding a
suggestion that we name Point Park in memory of former Fire Chief
and former Mayor Lenny Scarr Sr. So that is something to discuss.
The Mayor asked if the Board wanted to talk about this. He said he
it may have been named prior to this. Trustee Meehan said maybe we
could put this on the next agenda. The Mayor said why don’t we do
it also on the 27th. We will do those two items. 

The Mayor said again that he appreciates that suggestion. He said
he spoke to the Scarr family and obviously if we do that they would
be very excited about it.

A motion to adjourn the meeting at 9:38 p.m. was made by Trustee
Abato, seconded by Trustee Meegan-Corrigan. Upon vote, the motion
was carried.

 


