
Village Board Meeting 
Monday, March 7, 2016 – 7:30 P.M. 

 
A regular Village Board meeting was held on the above date at 
7:30 p.m. with the following members present: 
 
PRESENT:  Mayor Edward Markunas 
   Trustee Frank Hagen, Trustee Moira Hertzman   

 
ALSO PRESENT: Virginia Menschner, Village Clerk 
   Daniel Kraushaar, Village Attorney 
 
ABSENT:  Trustee Robert Morris 
   Trustee Joseph Russo 
 
Attorney Kraushaar said a note for the record that the Mayor is 
here and thus we have a quorum. 
 
SET DATES FOR MARCH MEETINGS: 
 
The Mayor said first on the agenda is to set the dates for the 
next workshop. The next workshop will be scheduled for Monday, 
March 28, 2016 at 7:00 p.m. A motion to have the workshop on 
Monday, March 28, 2016 was made by Trustee Hagen, seconded by 
Trustee Hertzman. Upon vote, the motion was carried. 
 
The Mayor said the next regularly scheduled Board meeting will 
be on Monday, April 4 at 7:30 p.m. A motion confirming the date 
was made by Trustee Hagen, seconded by Trustee Hertzman. Upon 
vote, the motion was carried. 
 
The Mayor said our first public hearing is scheduled for 7:50 
p.m. It’s early so we will move on to the Fire Department 
update. 
 
FIRE DEPARTMENT: 
 
A) Hose Company – New Member – Paul Smith & Hook & Ladder Co. 1 
– New Members – William Simurra & Julian Straughter: 
 
Chief John Salmon said he just had a few things. He said they 
have some new members that were voted into the companies last 
month. The first one is Paul Smith for the Volunteer Hose 
Company and also for the Suffern Hook & Ladder Company they have 
William Simurra and Julian Straughter. Chief Salmon said he 
would like to put them on the Village insurance. A motion to add 
Paul Smith, William Simurra and Julian Straughter was made by 
Trustee Hagen, seconded by Trustee Hertzman. Upon vote, the 
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motion was carried. The Mayor said they are all – no juniors? 
Chief Salmon said no juniors – they are all over 18. The Mayor 
said okay. 
 
B) Hose Company Fundraiser: 
 
Chief Salmon said next is that the Volunteer Hose Company would 
like to do a fundraiser at the firehouse on Saturday, May 7. 
It’s a Kentucky Derby fundraiser. A motion approving the 
Kentucky Derby fundraiser on May 7 was made by Trustee Hagen, 
seconded by Trustee Hertzman. Upon vote, the motion was carried. 
 
C) Approval of LOSAP for Year 2015: 
 
Chief Salmon said last is that they need the approval of the 
LOSAP for the year 2015. A motion approving the LOSAP for 2015 
was made by Trustee Hagen, seconded by Trustee Hertzman. Upon 
vote, the motion was carried. 
 
The Village Attorney said just one point. He asked that the 
Village Clerk make sure that she put item 2e on the next regular 
Board meeting agenda – that is the approval of LOSAP changes to 
conform to NYS law. The Village Clerk said yes. 
 
CULTURE AND RECREATION: 
 
Mrs. Cathy Mills said a few things that they have upcoming for 
the Recreation department. In Leo Lydon they have AARP who is 
doing tax preparations for seniors. It is a free service for 
seniors in the community and it is on Tuesdays between 10 and 2. 
They have their senior arts and crafts. They are going to be 
having knitting and that will be starting on March 9 and they 
also have it on the 23rd. It is a new program for seniors and it 
will be in the community room on March 9 at 11 a.m. upstairs. 
Attorney Kraushaar asked Mrs. Mills if she could speak louder. 
Mrs. Mills said the next Recreation board meeting is Thursday, 
March 10 and that is at 7 p.m. in the community room. They have 
a luncheon, a Boy Scout luncheon, on Sunday, March 13 and that 
will be at 1 o’clock (that has changed from the agenda) at the 
community center from 1 o’clock to 4 p.m. And then a wonderful 
event for our first big event for the year – they have their 
Easter Egg Hunt and Breakfast with the Bunny at the gazebo and 
inside the community center on Saturday, March 19. This event 
will be rain or shine so it will be indoors if the weather is 
bad but they are hoping to have the egg hunt outside on the lawn 
and it will begin at 9 a.m. So that is March 19.  
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Mrs. Mills said she had a few things to discuss for the concert 
schedule for 2016. She said they have – she asked Attorney 
Kraushaar if she should mention the dates and the amounts. 
Attorney Kraushaar said he will do that in the resolution. Mrs. 
Mills said so when we come to Dan’s section she will come back 
up or Dan can talk about it. Same thing for Clifford. And then 
one item that has changed since the workshop – that has been 
added to it – the pool table over at the community center is not 
being utilized and it has been in the community center for a 
while. So to do something as a community service they would like 
to donate that pool table to the Esther Gitlow Towers. So to do 
that they would need to declare it as surplus and then they can 
get it donated to Esther Gitlow. A motion to declare the pool 
table from the community center as surplus was made by Trustee 
Hagen, seconded by Trustee Hertzman. Upon vote, the motion was 
carried. A motion to donate the pool table from the community 
center to Esther Gitlow Towers was made by Trustee Hagen, 
seconded by Trustee Hertzman. Upon vote, the motion was carried. 
The Mayor said he believes that Mr. Russo will be going to the 
Boy Scout luncheon. Mrs. Mills said oh, good, okay. The Mayor 
said he didn’t know if she was aware of that. Mrs. Mills said 
she did not know that. The Mayor said the nutrition workshop – 
he asked if we got any further attendance on that. Mrs. Mills 
said we had one last Tuesday and it was open to the public. She 
said they had one extra person that was not a senior so the word 
is getting out there slowly but surely but they will start the 
evening program starting in April. So that will be opened up to 
the public and working with Trustee Hertzman perhaps they can 
get some more feedback in looking to do something more with the 
community. The Mayor said okay, great. He thanked her. 
 
BUILDING DEPARTMENT: 
 
The Mayor said the Building Department is not present and next 
up for the Building Department is the code update. He said they 
had a strong code initiative within the last month. The Mayor 
said they issued 21 building permits, they did 9 municipal 
violation searches, 18 fire inspections and three were issued 
violations, number of orders to remedy was 69 and number of 
appearance tickets were 18. So the Building Department and Code 
are doing a good job. The Mayor said we had a couple of 
significant violations that took place – appearance tickets were 
issued to 11 Brook, to the owner of the property as well as the 
tenants, and 1 Spicer Road – appearance tickets issued to the 
owner and to the tenants. So they are really doing a good job 
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here on cracking down on some code enforcement issues that exist 
here within the Village. 
 
POLICE DEPARTMENT: 
 
Chief Clarke Osborn said he just had one item to vote on. He 
said he apologized because it came in just today. He said he 
spoke to the Mayor about it. They want to declare a 1996 Ford as 
surplus and they would like to put that vehicle on 
govvehicles.com which is the site which they use for bidding on 
it for municipal governments. He said they have done pretty good 
so far. They have a bunch of items going on tomorrow. So he just 
needed to declare it so they can put it up tomorrow morning. A 
motion to declare the 1996 Ford – Chief Osborn said Ford 
Contour. They use it as an undercover vehicle for narcotic 
investigations and they are now assigned to the county so we are 
using their vehicles. A motion to declare the 1996 Ford Contour 
as surplus was made by Trustee Hagen, seconded by Trustee 
Hertzman. Upon vote, the motion was carried. Trustee Hagen said 
he had one question for the Chief. He said the stop signs went 
up already for Ramapo but they are covered. The Chief said the 
stop signs went up on Ramapo and they covered them up because at 
that time, and he was talking to Charles and Joe Hunt – the 
problem was without the stop lines down in the road and the 
temperature was so low – they did not want to take the chance. 
They spoke to the Mayor and Dan about this. He said they covered 
them up until they can get the proper signage in the road and 
upon the roadway – side of the road – stop ahead. He said they 
did have a discussion today about the location. Chief Osborn 
said there is a tree that is blocking the sign going southbound 
on Ramapo Avenue. He said he thinks it would make more sense – 
they don’t want to cut the tree down – it may make more sense to 
put it down at Oak Terrace which is a very short distance upon 
speaking with the Mayor. He said if we keep it where it is we 
have to take that tree down – we are going to have to at that 
point. Trustee Hagen said also there are a couple of large 
vehicles that seem to park on Ramapo which would make it harder 
for anyone to see the stop signs. The Chief said you have to be 
a certain distance from the stop sign according to law. And if 
there is a violation they obviously will issue a summons for it. 
He said they had an issue on Rockland Terrace – a similar 
incident where one of the residents was parking right in front 
of the stop sign. Chief said he actually knocked on his door and 
explained the law to him to pull it back a little bit and he 
did. Because it is tough and that is why they want the signage 
in the road and they are going to do it. They just had to wait 
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until the temperature is consistently above 40 degrees so they 
could put the paint and it would stick, according to Joe, and he 
thinks they were going to talk about possibly moving it down one 
street. The Mayor said it seems like the tree is a hindrance to 
the stop sign. Chief said it is going to be. They didn’t think 
it was going to be that much of an issue but the way it is going 
to grow out – unless they take a lot off the side and he doesn’t 
know if the residents will want that so that is the only reason. 
He said he is fine either way. Attorney Kraushaar said just to 
make it clear if you do end up moving the stop sign the Board 
will have to revoke the prior approval and institute for the new 
location. The Mayor asked if that would be for a new public 
hearing for the new location also. Attorney Kraushaar said yes. 
Chief Osborn said okay, just to be safe at this point we can 
talk about it tomorrow. He said he would like to set a date for 
the public hearing. He thinks it is a good idea to do it at 
least for next month. And we can, if we decide to keep it there, 
we can and cancel the public hearing. And if we don’t, go 
forward. If we just keep it where it is. Attorney Kraushaar said 
yes, but do you know where – could you adequately describe the 
location – the possible relocation. Chief Osborn said it 
literally is the same – it is basically the same exact 
dimensions except instead of W. Maltbie it would be one street 
down. Attorney Kraushaar said north, south? Chief Osborn said 
the same way. Going both ways. One north, one south. We did it 
both sides of the street. Literally it would be the exact same 
dimensions as the other one exactly. It would be Oak Terrace 
instead. That would be a Board decision. If the tree goes down 
he has no problem. But he just doesn’t know the situation. He 
said he just wanted to bring it to their attention. He didn’t 
think it was going to be that much of a hindrance. When they put 
the stop signs up they sat there for a while and were watching 
it and it was difficult to see it. He said for safety reasons 
they covered them up so no one is going to get a false sense of 
security coming through if they think that someone is going to 
stop and they are not. Trustee Hagen asked the Chief if that 
meant they would move them both to Oak Terrace – the next block 
over? Chief Osborn said yes. Trustee Hagen said aren’t they the 
same? Chief said if you want to not cut the tree down – he said 
he was talking with Joe Hunt today and he asked him if there was 
any way he could possibly avoid taking that tree down and he 
said basically for safety reasons he would have to take it down. 
The Mayor said he thinks we really need to take another good 
hard look at the location – the new location, the old location – 
and make a decision based on it. Attorney Kraushaar said he 
likes the option of being able to react at the next Board 
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meeting if we have to do it. Chief Osborn said okay. That is 
fine. He just wanted to offer that. Attorney Kraushaar asked if 
anyone wanted to offer a motion for a public hearing to place 
stop signs on Oak Terrace on both the north and southbound lanes 
at the intersection of Ramapo Avenue – Attorney Kraushaar said 
on Ramapo Avenue at the intersection of Oak Terrace at both the 
northbound and southbound lanes for a stop sign. The motion was 
made by Trustee Hagen for a public hearing on April 4, 2016 at 
7:30 p.m. Chief Osborn said if the Board wants he can take 
anybody down there and just show them what they are dealing 
with. If it wasn’t for the tree it would be fine. If the tree 
comes down we have no issue. The motion was seconded by Trustee 
Hertzman. Upon vote, the motion was carried. 
 
Patsy Wooters said from the audience that it is very hard to 
hear. The Mayor said it seems we are having a problem with the 
system. 
 
Chief Osborn said just a couple of information items real 
quickly. He said as the Board knows we have a detective assigned 
to the narcotics task force as a supervisor. He said their 
department was involved in the arrest of 7 individuals for 
dealing heroin and prescription drugs. Some of the sales did 
take place here within the Village of Suffern. He said our 
department assisted – our detectives as well as our detective 
assigned to the Narcotics Task Force. It is an ongoing 
investigation currently as well but they did participate in 7 
arrests. Just to give you a heads up on that.  
 
Chief Osborn said one of the issues they have been having a lot 
of complaints on are the scams – the phone scams. He said they 
had one woman who fortunately they picked it off – she took 
$9000 out of her bank account upon a bogus call. She thought her 
grandson was arrested in the Dominican Republic and sent cash 
UPS in two packages and they picked up – UPS security was able 
to get the packages intercepted and the money was returned. The 
people who pulled the scam got greedy and wanted $18,000 more. 
So fortunately they got greedy with that and we were able – the 
woman came to them with an obvious issue and we were able to 
take care of it. So he just tells everybody just don’t answer 
the phone if you don’t know who it is. Nobody is going to call 
you with information like that. Just hang the phone up or just 
don’t answer it. The Mayor said and that was for her calling? 
Who notified the police department of the scam? The Chief said 
she got nervous. She did after she realized they wanted $18,000 
more. She came down and the first thing we did was contact UPS 
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and said let’s stop this and it worked out well. The Mayor said 
very good. Thank you. Chief said no problem. It was a good 
ending. 
 
Chief Osborn said the last couple of things. He said they have 
been pretty busy this year. Their call for services are up 10%. 
Their vehicle and traffic summonses are up 45% and he attributes 
that to pro-active policing in hot spot areas such as Route 202, 
Ramapo Avenue, Washington Avenue – areas that they receive 
complaints continually for vehicle traffic violations. And their 
arrests are more than double the arrests last year at this time. 
They are over 100 arrests in the first two months. He thinks 
they were 104 about an hour ago. The Mayor said he would say 
that is great policing. The Chief said they have been busy. The 
Mayor said to commend the officers for them. Chief Osborn said 
he definitely will. They are the ones that are doing the work in 
the streets. The Mayor said absolutely. The Chief said he 
appreciates that. 
 
7:50 P.M. – PUBLIC HEARING – 175 LAFAYETTE AVENUE – CHANGE 
ZONING OF CERTAIN PROPERTY FROM PO-40 TO MR-50 
 
The Mayor said it is now 7:51. He asked for a motion to open the 
public hearing for 175 Lafayette Avenue to change zoning of 
certain property from PO-40 to MR-50. The motion was made by 
Trustee Hagen, seconded by Trustee Hertzman. Upon vote, the 
motion was carried. 
 
Attorney Kraushaar said he thinks the applicant would like to 
make a presentation before the public speaks on this issue. 
 
Paul Baum, the attorney for 175 Lafayette Avenue Associates said 
they are here today to present their plans for a proposed zone 
change on a parcel of property on the north side of Route 59, 
just west of the Esther Gitlow Towers. The proposal, as you 
indicated, is to change the zone from its current zoning 
designation, a PO-40 to an MR-50. The applicant intends to 
construct an apartment building consisting of 54 units – 22 of 
those units will be 1 bedroom apartments ranging in size from 
about 550 square feet to about 900 square feet. Another 32 units 
will be 2 bedroom apartments and they will arrange from 1050 
square feet to 1150 square feet. The project calls for 114 
parking spaces – 66 of those spaces will be located underneath 
the building on the first two floors. Another 48 units will be 
located on the grounds outside the building. This property was 
last before the Village Planning Board in 2007 when at that time 
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it received site plan approval for an 18,000 square foot office 
building for medical offices. That project never proceeded. The 
economic climate was not right for an office building along the 
corridor and the project got scrapped. He said he understands 
this property has been vacant for about 20-21 years. The 
developer is a joint venture of Brian Tremitor and Edgewater 
Properties. Between the two of them they have developed, 
managed, operated many quality residential units in New Jersey. 
They are interested in bringing a nice project here to the 
Village of upscale units. They have some architectural 
renderings that they can show the Board and public tonight. They 
have assembled a team here to answer any questions that you 
have. He said they have Brian Brooker of Brooker Engineering 
that can walk you through some of the site plan elements of the 
project. They have Matt Jarmel, their architect, that can show 
his drawings and answer the questions with regard to the 
building. And they also have Bill O’Greeley of Mazur 
Engineering, their traffic consulting, that can respond to any 
of the Board’s traffic questions. He said so with that he would 
like to introduce Brian Brooker to just walk you through the 
site plan issues unless you have questions and you just want us 
to respond to your questions. Attorney Kraushaar said he had a 
quick one. He said he didn’t hear whether these are going to be 
rentals or for sale. Mr. Baum said rentals. They are going to be 
rental units. 
 
Brian Brooker said this property is located next to the Esther 
Gitlow Tower on Route 59 – just west of Gitlow Towers. It 
formerly had a residential dwelling on it which burned down. 
 
(From this point on, at certain points, the tape is not audible 
so sections of the minutes are no longer verbatim.) Mr. Brooker 
said Esther Gitlow is zoned MR-50 and Oakdale Manor across the 
street is zoned MR-50. This property is currently zoned PO-40. 
They are asking for an extension of the zone to an MR-50. He 
said the proposal that they are presenting is for an upscale 
apartment building. He said the entranceway off of Route 59 
would stay in the same location. He said one major improvement 
has to be made. There is a 12 foot stone wall on the north side 
of Route 59 down the hill and as you come down by that wall the 
site distance is very limited. The Mayor said that condition 
would also exist if you were exiting to head east. Mr. Brooker 
said if you were exiting and heading east? The Mayor said yes. 
Mr. Brooker said no, because the turn here is because you can’t 
see people stopped that are blocked by the wall who are turning 
left. The Mayor said coming down, heading west, into Suffern, 
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and there was a vehicle making a left, heading east, out of 
there would there be an issue. Mr. Brooker said no. Because the 
curve hasn’t started yet. That is not a problem. He said what 
they propose to do is to remove that wall and moving it back to 
eliminate the blind spot as you come down the hill. He said the 
application is the same in the terms of the traffic. The only 
difference is when you have a residential property you have less 
movement than with an office building. The Mayor said just to be 
clear – you are comparing a medical office building and the 
traffic patterns that would exist there to a residential 
apartment. Mr. Brooker said yes. Attorney Kraushaar asked what 
was the total square footage of the medical office that was 
approved back in 2007. Mr. Brooker said 18,000 square feet. 
Attorney Kraushaar asked what is the total square footage of 
your proposal in terms of actual footprint of the building. Mr. 
Brooker said 14,000 per floor approximately.  
 
Matt Jarmel the architect for the building said there would be 
54 units and it would be 5 stories tall with 2 floors for 
parking. There would be a community lobby and a loft space. He 
said there would be 2 and 1 bedroom units. There would be a 
lounge, a common center, a storage center and it would have a 
tudor element to it. They will be luxury apartments with parking 
within the building. The building will be 70 feet wide. There 
will be four floors of approximately 12,000-14,000 square feet. 
There will be parking and a full basement. Attorney Kraushaar 
asked if there will be any recreation amenities that they are 
providing or proposing to provide for the residents. Mr. Jarmel 
said yes. In the building there will be a lounge space, a gym, a 
pool table, large TV and wi-fi. Attorney Kraushaar asked if 
there would be any external recreation facilities. Mr. Jarmel 
said no. Attorney Kraushaar asked if there would be one 
apartment devoted to a superintendent. Mr. Jarmel said he 
doesn’t believe so. Attorney Kraushaar asked what sort of 
stormwater management system have they designed. Mr.  
Brooker said they will be providing the state-mandated 
stormwater management facility underground – under the front 
parking lot. Mr. Jarmel said that each unit would have their own 
heating system. Attorney Kraushaar said so you are not, just to 
make it clear, you are not proposing to provide recreation land 
for the benefit of the community-at-large and you will be paying 
money in lieu of land for the units. That is probably a Mr. Baum 
question. Mr. Baum said no, they are not proposing any 
recreation facilities that apply to this development. Attorney 
Kraushaar said so money in lieu of land. Mr. Baum said this is a 
site plan. It’s going to subdivision. Money in lieu of land is 
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appropriate for subdivision if the – Attorney Kraushaar said it 
is for residential. Mr. Baum said at this point they are not 
proposing it and obviously they can discuss it. 
 
Trustee Hertzman asked how many other properties does Edgewater 
Properties currently own. Mr. Jarmel said hundreds throughout 
New Jersey. Mr. Baum said included with their petition was a 
narrative and attached to that narrative was a resume of Brian 
Tremitor and all the projects that he has successfully 
completed. Trustee Hertzman said this is a joint venture between 
Brian Tremitor and Edgewater Properties? Mr. Baum said yes, 
Edgewater there is also in that narrative a list of a lot of 
their projects so you can also go to their website and see the 
types of projects that they are involved in. Trustee Hertzman 
asked how long have they been in partnership with one another. 
How long have they been building apartments – Mr. Jarmel said 
they have been involved in several and for at least a dozen 
years. Trustee Hertzman asked who are the principals involved in 
Edgewater Properties. Mr. Jarmel said Jack Morris and his wife 
Sheryl. He is Chairman of the Board. Trustee Hertzman asked if 
they usually maintain upkeep of their apartment buildings 
directly or do they sub that out to another contractor. Mr. 
Jarmel said it is self-management. Trustee Hertzman asked if 
there were laundry facilities in that building plan? Mr. Jarmel 
said each unit would have a laundry facility. Trustee Hertzman 
said even the little one – the 550? Mr. Jarmel said yes.  
 
The Mayor asked if they considered any type of preference for 
first responders, police, fire, EMS – is there any consideration 
given to them upon rental? Mr. Baum said at this time they 
haven’t discussed that and they haven’t made any provision for 
that. The Mayor said okay. Mr. Baum said he apologizes. A 
representative of the developer was supposed to be here tonight 
and he understands that 287 is a traffic jam in the northern 
direction and he can only assume that he is held up in traffic 
otherwise they would have someone here to answer your questions. 
So if we can’t give you those answers tonight they will 
certainly give whatever answers they can. 
 
The Mayor asked if anyone from the public had any public 
comment. 
 
Patsy Wooters of 19 Mansfield Place said this is an applicant 
for a zoning change and they are asking for something and she 
would like to suggest that the Village ask for something in 
return if you decide to go ahead with this application – 
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actually two things. On the site there are some specimen trees 
and she would ask that they not do clear-cut construction. 
Obviously the footprint of the building, an apartment building, 
is going to have to be cleared but that they not do clear-cut 
and cut the whole site but leave the trees outside the perimeter 
of the building to the greatest extent possible and if you are 
curious to know what it is that she is talking about – go and 
take a look at the Salvation Army building in West Nyack. It is 
a large building and it has a one-lane road around it and then 
there is forest outside that. So there is a way of constructing 
and keeping trees.  
 
Mrs. Wooters said the second thing that she would like to ask – 
when the Salvation Army rebuilt their wall across the street 
they lowered the height of it and rebuilt it with similar rock. 
Those stone walls are a feature of the Village and she would ask 
– obviously the wall has to be moved back and obviously there is 
going to need to be some kind of retaining wall – that that 
retaining wall maintain the same character so that the 
impression as you come into the Village is preserved. The Mayor 
said that is great. He asked if we had a response to utilizing 
the same type of material for the wall and the stone that exists 
now. Mr. Brooker said we will bring that up to the Planning 
Board. That was a question. The thought at this moment is to 
rebuild the wall at a lower height – more of a constant height – 
rather than letting it rise up to 14 or 15 feet and then drop 
back down. So it will be more similar to the Salvation Army 
restored wall. Because it is such a large wall they should have 
plenty of stone to be able to use the similar stones – use the 
stones actually from the wall that is being dismantled – with 
the patina that they have so that they look like they fit into 
the place. The Mayor said great. Mr. Brooker said it wouldn’t be 
as high and not as large a retaining structure but reusing the 
materials should give us a look that is similar to across the 
street and also matching the part that is on Esther Gitlow. He 
said you can see where they did a repair and that has got a 
different patina from where it was not repaired but soon that 
will blend also probably. The Mayor said the question of clear-
cutting – the concern of clear-cutting the property. Mr. Brooker 
said we will have to take a look at all of that. Now that it was 
mentioned about the outside of that building – he believes on 
the west side – he believes they would have an opportunity to 
save some of the trees where the old building was. There really 
aren’t any trees except maybe a couple that might be in their 
parking lot area so they will take a look. They do have a tree 
map. They will look at how the trees are affected. Attorney 
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Kraushaar said right now he is reading – just to make it clear 
to the public – this is the first time this has been before the 
Village Board. It has however gone before the Planning Board. 
And our Planner opine as follows – few if any trees can be 
preserved for a number of reasons. It goes on to explain the 
size of the building permitted by the current zoning, and he 
doesn’t know what that means since they are asking for a 
building beyond the current zoning. The reduction or removal of 
the retaining walls along Route 59 for safe ingress and egress 
with the appropriate site distances will require the removal of 
trees behind it as the wall will be moved back ten feet. A final 
disposition of the wall should be determined as we are 
discussing tonight and visualizations provided for review. 
 
Mr. Brooker said those questions are really site plan questions 
that will be hashed out in public hearings before the Planning 
Board. Attorney Kraushaar said yes, but they are also SEQRA. Mr. 
Brooker said if there are trees we can save we will save them. 
Attorney Kraushaar said they are also SEQRA. He said not to take 
away from someone’s invariable question here but we are not 
talking 55 and older housing here? We are talking housing for 
general public. Mr. Brooker said he believes it is market-rate 
housing open to the general public. Attorney Kraushaar asked if 
anyone had any idea where the closest bus stop or bus shelter is 
to this proposal. Mr. Brooker said the closest bus stop is 
across the street in front of Salvation Army right by Esther 
Gitlow – their entrance. So it would be east of the site. 
Attorney Kraushaar said so they would have to cross 59 to get to 
it. Mr. Brooker said it depends on which way you are going. 
Attorney Kraushaar said you might want to consider asking the 
county for a bus shelter near there. Mr. Brooker said the 
county? They maintain the bus shelters on Route 59. Mr. Baum 
said he remembers that at one point – he is in the Rotary Club – 
they had a project. They wanted to put a bus shelter eastbound 
and the Salvation Army was providing the land. So they made 
application to the state and the state would not grant the 
approval for the bus shelter unless the Salvation Army gave the 
State the land to put the bus shelter on. And since the 
Salvation Army didn’t want to go through the process of giving 
their land to the state for the bus shelter it never happened. 
Otherwise there would be a bus stop there now. When they rebuilt 
the wall the plan was to make a bus stop there. So you are 
talking about making a bus shelter or stop going eastbound. That 
is what you were discussing. Attorney Kraushaar said correct. 
Mr. Brooker said there is no property in his client’s control on 
that side of Route 59 and he doesn’t know if there is land 
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available or if the Salvation Army would be willing to give up 
land. But that was the roadblock that was run into. They thought 
they could put up the bus shelter down by Esther Gitlow’s 
crossing because that is where the majority of the riders of the 
bus come out of. Attorney Kraushaar said maybe the potential 
change in circumstances could reopen the issue with the State. 
Mr. Brooker said we can bring it up to them. 
 
Bill O’Greeley of Mazur Consulting said as part of their work 
permit they are making some modifications at the entrance that 
Brian ascribed to. As part of their work permit they will 
revisit that with the state DOT and working with the county. He 
thinks it is a good comment. He said just one other thing 
relative to traffic at the access that Brian didn’t mention. 
They are improving the site distance by pulling back the wall 
but they are also providing a left turn lane for people turning 
into this project. So if you are coming from the Village and you 
are heading back to the east there would be a left turn lane for 
someone to turn into the driveway and allow thru traffic to 
pass. The Mayor said a dedicated left turn lane. So there will 
be two lanes heading eastbound. Mr. O’Greeley said correct. The 
Mayor said one thru traffic and one left turn. Attorney 
Kraushaar said and the state, just to be clear, the state 
already reviewed that? Mr. O’Greeley said that was originally 
reviewed because it was proposed as part of the office building 
and they have maintained it so it is the same basic design that 
was there for the office building. And as Brian indicated the 
residential development will generate less traffic than the 
medical office and the thing with the medical office is that it 
is all day long that it is generating traffic. So they did do a 
detailed traffic impact study. It was submitted and reviewed by 
your planner and that was just done in November, 2015, and it 
did a comparison to the original. Attorney Kraushaar said and it 
was done while school was in session? Mr. O’Greeley said 
absolutely, yes. Mayor Markunas said and that was done without a 
traffic control device in place. Mr. O’Greeley said that’s 
correct. 
 
Jim Giannettino of 2 Memorial Drive said his question is the 
size of this building is very large. You are going to need some 
very big variances to put this building up. Has any 
consideration been given to cutting down the size of this 
building because you need variances and one of them he believes 
is like 200%. Mr. Brooker said some of the variances, as you 
know, the code called for an MR-50 zone and put a 20% coverage 
limit and that has historically been given variances for every 



 
 

14-3/7/16 
 

application in the MR-50 because while he believes it was a 
mistake when it was written they really didn’t mean 20% because 
it doesn’t make sense. It would be like setting the speed limit 
on the Thruway at 20 miles an hour. The design of the road isn’t 
20 miles an hour. The MR-50 design doesn’t lend itself towards 
20% development coverage. So between that and there is some land 
that is required for each of the dwelling units – that is 
another variance that is required. But the major thing in 
development coverage is there was a time when they believed the 
code was changed – they just couldn’t find any evidence of it 
and he knows that Virginia looked long and hard for that over 
the years because they have discussed it at almost every MR-50 
project that has ever come up. And maybe this Board feels that 
it is time to change it. He doesn’t know. But it is not really 
an appropriate development coverage for this type of zone. So 
every application in MR-50 that he knows of has that same 
variance. 
 
Mr. Giannettino said and on the water issue – Mr. Brooker knows 
how he feels so they will discuss that later. 
 
Roy Tschudy of 16 Lonergan Drive said his concern with this 
project is an environmental one. When you remove trees and you 
pave over soil it is going to contribute to rain runoff. The 
drainage system is already overloaded. We know the outward pipes 
that lead into the Mahwah River are not in the best of shape as 
it is. When you say that this will meet code for stormwater 
management – well, anybody knows that anytime you build it has 
to meet stormwater management so you are not doing him any 
favor. He said Squires Gate, as we all know, is going to lie, 
does lie, below this area. If we get any additional water 
because of runoff that is just going to contribute to more 
flooding for his area. Therefore, with all due respect to these 
gentlemen behind him, he would request that they do not get this 
permit and that they do not build for the environment and for 
the residents who are already flooding as it is. 
 
Moses Javid of Orange Avenue said his concern is with the 
traffic. He has had near accidents going up and down that hill 
especially with people leaving from Oakdale Manor. His question 
would be why they can’t have the entrance and exit connected to 
the Esther Gitlow Towers. He said he guesses they have their 
separate entrance to the east of the project and he believes 
they have a parking lot in the rear and he believes if they can 
connect it somehow to that property that way it would make it 
safer to enter and exit and if that is at all a possibility for 
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the project. Instead of having it on the hill with limited site. 
The Mayor asked if that was taken into consideration – any type 
of other – Mr. Javid said he looked on his phone also on the 
satellite and they have a road where Esther Gitlow uses, he 
guesses, where their bus stop is right across by Salvation Army. 
It is on that plain level and it goes through the parking lot 
and also that parking lot is connected to their property. If 
that somehow would be a safer alternative than having the 
entrance on the hill where there is very limited sight. The 
Mayor said so two questions he believes needs to be addressed 
would be the stormwater management and the ingress and egress. 
 
Mr. Brooker said the stormwater management they do have the zero 
increase discharge requirements that are built into the laws as 
was stated so it will not have an impact on the downstream 
watershed. In terms of the interconnection of the properties – 
Esther Gitlow is a privately owned property. The roadways within 
Esther Gitlow are privately owned. It is a senior facility. Many 
of the cars there are handicapped – there are tons of 
handicapped spaces. When the subject was broached earlier about 
sharing some kind of an entrance through there it was not 
favorably looked at by the owners of Esther Gitlow. He said we 
do share on the plan a common emergency entrance so in the event 
there is any emergency on the property either Esther Gitlow or 
this property emergency vehicles could make it through that 
roadway. So if Esther Gitlow’s entrance had a disaster of some 
kind and you couldn’t get in this property would be able to 
allow emergency vehicles through it and then enter into Esther 
Gitlow. And as a result with Esther Gitlow’s current emergency 
exit would be closed up which is along between the new tower and 
the older tower. There is a cut in the stone wall – that cut was 
going to be eliminated and the emergency access would be shared 
through this property. But in terms of day to day connection of 
all the traffic going through it is not planned – their traffic 
consultant will tell about the safety of the intersection and 
the fact that the counts don’t warrant that we would need to 
find another entrance to the property. 
 
Bill O’Greeley said he thinks in terms of what Brian has 
indicated – we don’t have the right of access for full access 
through that property. The gentleman makes a good point relative 
to accidents. One of the comments from your consultant was to 
obtain and look at the accident reports. He said we have 
provided that. He said one of the things that the accident 
reports pointed out was what Brian mentioned earlier – as you 
come around the curve – people making a left turn – the 
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visibility is not good today. He said we are actually improving 
the visibility. So the sight distance improvement – the moving 
back of the stone wall would allow better sight lines for 
approaching vehicles. Many of the accidents that they saw over 
the period were rear end accidents and the indication was 
because of lack of sight distance approaching. So they feel that 
those improvements will actually improve conditions at Oakdale 
Manor because they are opening up the visibility for vehicles 
coming from the east. And as he mentioned before they are 
providing a left turn lane for traffic turning into their 
project so that eastbound thru traffic can be maintained. The 
Mayor said great.  
 
The Mayor asked if we could elaborate since flooding is such a 
big concern. He asked if he could elaborate a little bit further 
for the audience on the zero impact on the storm water 
management. Mr. Brooker said essentially when a property is 
developed and added there is pavement and roof area added to the 
site that didn’t exist prior that can cause an increase in storm 
water runoff because it doesn’t soak into the ground as readily 
as it would if it was grass or forest. It also exits the site 
faster because it tends to pile up a little bit quicker. So what 
is proposed would be an underground storage facility which would 
store the discharge, the excess discharge, and also it would 
include some infiltration which would restore what would have 
soaked into the ground for the smaller storms because the bottom 
would be open, there would be crushed stone absorption beds and 
the natural recharge of the water table would take place in that 
zone. It is pretty sophisticated compared to the older systems 
which did not have infiltration capacity. It’s a more expensive 
system to build but it provides as close as can be the existing 
conditions of the site if prior to development would have 
provided. The Mayor said so it is close to what we will have, 
what we currently have – Mr. Brooker said right – the Mayor said 
the storm water runoff – Mr. Brooker said it will provide a 
negative impact to the environment and it provides equal or 
decrease in the amount of storm water runoff for the major 
storms which probably for Squires Gate he would say the ten year 
and up are major storms. So it is not just good enough to do 
something for the hundred year storm because that’s a 
catastrophe. The damages are occurring at much lower – the 
recurrence storms which are much frequent – a ten year storm 
being ten times more likely than a hundred year storm. Attorney 
Kraushaar said just to make it clear although certainly not 100% 
assurance – the State has consistently updated its storm water 
management requirements and we now have a process in the Village 
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where we require storm water management agreements with security 
and with annual inspection requirements and in the event there 
is a problem we would have the right to enter the property and 
use that security to mitigate the problem if the owner didn’t 
and if it exceeded - the costs exceed the security – that it 
could be recouped by relevying on their taxes. So the State has 
tried to stay ahead of the curve on this and he doesn’t think a 
Squires Gate would have been approved today by any stretch of 
the imagination. 
 
Mr. Brooker said he would just like to point out one more thing. 
When this project was approved for the medical office building 
and the way it is currently zoned as a PO-40 the development 
coverage is allowed to be 60%. The office building was approved 
at a 59% development coverage. This project we are looking at a 
63.4% development coverage so we are really only looking to 
exceed the development coverage as it exists now by about 3 to 
4%. So just to keep it in perspective.  
 
The Mayor asked if anyone else would like to speak.  
 
Alfred D’Ambrosio of 4 Cross Street said to the gentleman that 
he was concerned about the entrance to and from this new 
structure and how it is going to impact the highway. He said we 
have a lot of traffic already impacting it. He said across the 
way where he lives on 4 Cross Street they have a structure there 
which driving in and out of there has their problems. He is 
concerned about that same problem taking place there. And the 
other one which hasn’t been addressed yet is if this is rental 
what kind of populace is renting this – is it low income, is it 
median income, is it upper income, is it being subsidized – what 
kind of money is coming in there for the people. Is it going to 
have a negative impact, a positive impact or both. He said he 
would like those addressed. 
 
Mr. Baum said these are going to be market-value rents – luxury 
apartments. They are going to rent for about $1900 to $2000 per 
month. Philip Greeley of Mazur Consulting said in terms of 
traffic it is spelled out in the traffic impact study – right 
now on Route 59 in that vicinity during the peak hours – so for 
example a one hour period in the morning between 7:15, 8:15 and 
in the afternoon 4:30 to 5:30 you have between 1200 and 1400 
vehicles per hour. That is passing this site today. This project 
will generate in a one hour period somewhere between 30 to 40 
vehicle trips – that’s total entering and exiting. In terms of 
the modifications at the entrance – they talked about it before 
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– the left turn lane is being provided to accommodate that. So 
that the thru traffic can be maintained while someone is stopped 
making a left turn in. Traffic coming from the east the radius 
would be appropriate to allow that vehicle to turn into the 
property. Traffic exiting the property as they talked about – 
the sight distance is going to be improved so looking back 
towards the Village here someone wanting to make a left turn 
will have good sight distance there. They will have to wait. 
There are some gaps in the traffic stream from the signal at 
Hillcrest and the signal here near Avon but there is heavy 
traffic flow. So he thinks the benefit of the residential versus 
the medical office – medical offices is constant pretty much all 
day long. This has more of your typical residential peak. There 
will be some traffic during the day but it’s less than the 
medical. So he thinks that is how they have addressed the 
traffic. They will be getting a permit from NYS DOT for that 
access modification and those improvements. He said it is all 
spelled out in the traffic impact study. Mr. D’Ambrosio said as 
a point of reference. He said he was drawing reference to a 
problem that we have in Suffern which is really similar to what 
you are presenting. He said we have at the Church on Lafayette 
and Washington they have a position where there is a light 
switch and there is a circular opportunity to make a left or 
right. He said he has been on the other side, coming from Cross 
Street, and they can wait at that light and usually lose two 
lights before they can go through just as is. And then they can 
make it because they are going left or right but there is no 
signal saying you can go left or right or arrows that signify on 
the street that you can do this. Nothing showing. Mayor Markunas 
said that is currently under review. Mr. D’Ambrosio said he is 
delighted. He is happy to hear that. But dealing with these 
gentlemen that has to be addressed also because they are waiting 
to go left and there is no sign saying you can go left or a 
light that shows an arrow that you can go left. There is going 
to be a gridlock problem there because you are going to have a 
lot of people still who want to do that. So that concerns him. 
 
Michael Curley of 84 Orange Avenue said unfortunately when you 
are a small Village like this in these times with money and 
problems like that we are in a quandary. We are in a quandary of 
how do we pay for the services that we provide and shall he say 
very good in this Village and at the same time how do you take 
care of the residents that are living here. So he sees at this 
point that there are some concerns by certain residents. He said 
he thinks if these nice gentlemen here, these people, can 
address Mr. Tschudy who cares very much about this community and 
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is a very much activist here and he respects him for that and at 
the same time, the gentleman back there, who he does not know, 
if they can explain how the parking – probably you need a little 
more time on this one to talk to these people to explain how it 
can work for all of us. Because what is going to end up 
happening is if we are going to turn down everything that comes 
before us and we say no to everything then we are all going to 
be screaming at you when you give us a 16% tax increase. So we 
have to recognize the quandary’s that are in front of us about 
taking care of the residents and also that live here and also 
don’t tax them out of the community. So he thinks they are 
looking to invest in our community and we should give it more 
time. He said he doesn’t think a vote would be appropriate 
tonight because there are serious concerns here but he thinks 
you should talk to these people individually and as groups and 
attempt to come to something here for the betterment and the 
goodness of our community. The Mayor thanked him. He said that 
is what we are doing here tonight – open and transparent. We are 
making the Village residents aware of what is going on. The 
projects that are presented to us and providing the residents 
comments which is a great opportunity for everybody to get 
involved and express their opinion. 
 
The Mayor asked if anyone else had any comments. Carolyn Varano 
of Boulevard said her concern is safety and the impact. She said 
she didn’t hear anyone say how high the building is going to be. 
She said we are going to have hidden parking lots underneath the 
building or an attempt to hide them. She asked how high in feet 
is this going to go. Are we going to have road access totally 
around the building so fire, ambulance, police – if they have a 
mass casualty or an accident or an injury – some kind of event 
going and they have to get to that portion of the building will 
they be able to get in there? It doesn’t appear so from the 
picture. And there is no indication of height. She said it looks 
to her like six stories. The Mayor said we need to know – Ms. 
Varano asked if our fire trucks will be able to reach the sixth 
floor? Or are we going to have to get a bigger fire truck. Are 
we going to have to get extra high ladders to get up there. Or 
sprinkler heads, water mains. The Mayor said okay, let’s ask the 
questions and we will – Ms. Varano said stairwells and 
elevators. When we get in there can we get a piece of equipment 
in the stairwell if we can’t get it in the elevator because the 
elevator is down. Will the elevator be large enough. She said 
she has had occasion to take people out on a gurney and they 
have had to stand them up on the gurney in the elevator because 
they couldn’t get it in the stairwell and the elevator wasn’t 
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big enough. She said we have buildings like that here now. She 
said we need to figure what we are going to do. Are we going to 
have four or five or six lengths of hose to carry up those 
stairs because when we go in we can’t use the elevator. The 
Mayor said well let’s ask. They will provide us some feedback on 
fire suppression, elevator size, stairwells and the ability to 
get around the building with fire trucks or fire apparatus or 
emergency vehicles. And school buses.  
 
Matthew Jarmel, the architect, said they are great questions. He 
said the building has a full sprinkler system that is a wet 
system in the occupied space and the other part of the structure 
will be a dry system. He said there will be fire alarms 
throughout. He said the building has two fire stairs, it has an 
elevator. He said the elevator, believe it or not, the handicap 
accessible elevator isn’t big enough. The plan is for a 3500 lb. 
passenger elevator which can handle a gurney. He said from a 
construction standard the building is very safe. There are hose 
connections for the fire department. Each floor is above grade. 
The lower level has a ten foot floor. The highest point from the 
ridge of the roof is 86 feet, 5 inches but the height of the top 
floor overall is 51 to the bottom of the soffit. It is a six 
story building and the apparatus is designed for it. 
 
The Mayor asked about school buses. Where would they be picked 
up or where is the closest pick up. Attorney Kraushaar asked if 
they have gotten to that point. Mr. Brooker said they did not 
design the circulation to accommodate school buses. Attorney 
Kraushaar asked if they knew where the closest school bus pick 
up point is? Mr. Brooker said he would assume that the school 
district will assign a pick up point, most likely at the 
entrance driveway, and it would stop along 59 because he doesn’t 
believe that the circulation within the single building would be 
permitted to have the buses coming in and going out and he 
doesn’t believe they would want to do that even if they provided 
it for them because that would lengthen the time it would take 
to deliver the students to the school and it is not typically 
done for an individual building. Attorney Kraushaar asked if 
someone could contact the school district to try to find out 
what they would propose for this. Mr. Brooker said sure, they 
can find that out from them. He said he is just giving him the 
benefit of his knowledge about what has happened in other 
situations. Attorney Kraushaar said he just doesn’t know of a 
building in that area where they pick up off of 59. The Mayor 
asked the Chief if they picked up outside of Esther Gitlow. 
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Chief Osborn said they would probably assign pick up in front of 
the building. The Mayor thanked him. 
 
Paul Gerard of 2 Cross Street said real quick. He said he thinks 
this is great that Suffern is being pondered as a potential site 
and hopefully we can find a win/win solution on this that will 
please the residents and also bring more residents in and tax 
revenue. He said just a couple of things. Number one is he hopes 
the Board does its due diligence. He said that he knows that 
Edgewater, at least in the last couple of years, has been 
involved in a few lawsuits with contractors and things like that 
and he doesn’t know if they are on the right side or the wrong 
side but he just wants to make sure that we don’t want to be in 
a situation where a building is half-built and then because some 
contractor there is some disagreement between Edgewater and the 
contractor that we have a half-built building and nothing 
happening so he hopes that we do our due diligence there. And 
then secondly with water usage. He said you are talking about 
this building and a building on Orange Avenue and the new office 
building that went up on Lafayette and there is talk about Lego 
Land and things like that. He said he just hopes we are looking 
at the big picture because we are talking about possibly selling 
water rights and making sure we leave ourselves enough water for 
this potential growth. The Mayor said in regards to water we are 
definitely exploring and Mr. Sawicki can certainly elaborate on 
the water, the availability of water, and the use that we have a 
supply to sustain all of this new development if it goes 
through. Mr. Sawicki said they haven’t looked at this particular 
project as to how it would impact the water but general 
statement is that we do have four wells in the Village of 
Suffern. We do have a permit from NYS DEC that would allow us to 
develop four million gallons per day. Our average daily usage is 
1.5 million gallons a day. Our one day peak, which would most 
likely be a summer day, August or something like that, is 2.3 
million gallons per day. So off the surface it looks like we 
should have, and he can’t speak for Lego Land, but certainly 
this project and the other projects it appears there wouldn’t be 
any issue. The Mayor said okay, great. He thanked him. The Mayor 
said the Board will do its due diligence. That is what they are 
currently doing now – seeking all answers from the Board and 
from the public in regards to the building, the developer and 
the Planning Board. 
 
The Mayor asked if anyone else had any questions or comments. 
The Mayor said he will make a motion to continue the public 
hearing until Monday, April 4 at 7:45 p.m. The motion was made 
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by Trustee Hagen, seconded by Trustee Hertzman. Attorney 
Kraushaar said discussion. He asked if the Village Board wanted 
to send this back to the Planning Board for a review of the 
comments that were brought up by the public, by Board members, 
by staff and come up with a more detailed recommendation back to 
the Village Board for its April 4 continued public hearing. The 
Mayor said yes – Attorney Kraushaar said you can amend the 
motion to also include that. The Mayor said we will amend that 
motion for the continuation of the public hearing April 4 at 
7:45 p.m. for the purpose of Planning Board additional review. 
The motion was made as amended by Trustee Hagen, seconded by 
Trustee Hertzman. Upon vote, the motion was carried. Mr. Baum 
thanked the Mayor and said they certainly look forward to 
working with the Board as well as the residents of the Village 
so that you get a project that the Village can be proud of.  
 
8:00 P.M. – PUBLIC HEARING – CONTINUATION – CODE OF ETHICS LAW: 
 
The Mayor said it is now 9 o’clock. He asked for a motion to 
open the public hearing on the continuation of the Code of 
Ethics.  A motion to open the public hearing on the Code of 
Ethics was made by Trustee Hagen, seconded by Trustee Hertzman. 
Upon vote, the motion was carried. 
 
The Mayor asked if anyone would like to speak on the Code of 
Ethics Law.  
 
Bruce Simon of 31 Utopian Avenue said as a former and possibly 
current member of the Ethics Board he would just like them to 
explain to the audience what the reporting standard is. If 
somebody feels something is amiss how does a resident, how does 
an employee of the Village go about addressing something like 
that. Attorney Kraushaar said a written complaint to the Board 
of Ethics would start the proceeding. The Board of Ethics would 
have one of the two attorneys attend that meeting. They would 
review the charges. They could take testimony. They could take 
written affidavits. And ultimately make a determination and 
recommendation to the Village Board. Up until that point it 
would be completely confidential but it would eventually see the 
light of day but to be fair to whoever might have been accused 
of engaging in an unethical act it would almost be treated like 
a grand jury proceeding and be done in private. But that is how 
it would be initiated. It would then be reviewed by the board. 
The board would then make recommendations and send it on to the 
Village Board for action. Mr. Simon thanked him. 
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Michael Curley of 84 Orange Avenue said he spoke last time in 
reference to this. But he just believes with the taping – he 
believes in the open government and he doesn’t want to be less 
transparent but for some reason if you decide not to let people 
tape, which is more than the law allows, he said the only thing 
he would like to bring out is that he doesn’t think you should 
do this unilaterally but he thinks for conditions of change of 
employment have to be negotiated. So he thinks you have to 
negotiate with the unions first before you change that in the 
law. That is what he feels. He thanked them. 
 
Carolyn Varano of Boulevard said she has been, her parents, 
through a very trying, very vicious group of people including 
the Mayor and Deputy Mayor on the Board many years ago. The Code 
of Ethics did not exist. They would like it today. There were no 
recordings and tapings and stuff at that time. But things were 
overheard in confidence, in private discussion between people. 
She said they had had a major class action brought which went 
federally and nationally against the Village, against the Mayor, 
against the Trustees because someone was injured previously and 
they knew without medical treatment, proper care, that person 
was going to die. And it was a joke. Well, we have now RCC 
because of it. They put the civil suit aside and tabled it 
because it would have been against itself. It would have outdone 
itself. It came on the heels of a lawsuit in Hillburn and that 
was discriminatory. Thurgood Marshall was involved in this. And 
there was another man who now is dead of questionable causes. 
And there are all kinds of conspiracy theories going about that. 
But ironically it is quite similar to the way this other person 
would have died. And eventually did die and was told that is how 
he was going to die. So we need to not be afraid to speak up. 
She is 100% for videotaping, recording. Anything that has to be 
done to be able to document, show and prove in writing. She said 
she believes the only one here that is familiar with the case is 
Virginia. The Mayor said that is why we are taking into 
consideration – we are taking into consideration all of your 
references. That is what we are considering in the ethics law – 
to build a strong ethics law. Ms. Varano said she wouldn’t want 
this to happen again. The Mayor said no, absolutely not. That is 
why we are doing this. We are putting this in place to protect 
everyone. Ms. Varano said make sure that you don’t prevent it 
from being able to document. That is the most important issue of 
the whole thing. Attorney Kraushaar said no, actually – he said 
he gave out copies last time but if you didn’t get a copy he 
will make sure she gets one along with the old one. He said the 
old one was a paper tiger. The old one covered nothing. The old 
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one said nothing. If anything it’s placing upon your elected and 
appointed officials a much greater degree of ethical 
requirements, transparency, disclosure than existed in the paper 
tiger from the past that was around during the time of your 
lawsuit. He said none of what she said, in his opinion, although 
he doesn’t know the facts, would prevent her from taping this 
meeting. This meeting is being taped here. It is being taped 
here. This has to do with the interaction between employees and 
elected officials, and employees and employees in the Village 
and how they conduct themselves. And there has to be a degree of 
trust. Now that said, as he pointed out the last time, and he 
will be the first to admit that Mr. Curley and her have made 
very valid points on this and he thinks that is one of the 
reasons why he doesn’t think there is going to be a vote on this 
tonight. He said there are two sides to the story. There is 
something that happened on a number of occasions in the Town of 
Clarkstown where, he will be kind, an unscrupulous person ended 
up taping up other elected officials, carving the tape up to 
make it look like something it wasn’t, using it to try to get 
them into trouble, using it in campaign literature. It was used 
for nefarious purposes. So that is one side of the equation. The 
other side of the equation as Mr. Curley correctly pointed out 
is does this inhibit someone from doing what a certain person, a 
brave person, in the Town of Ramapo did. Would that have 
prevented that person from doing it? He said he doesn’t think it 
would have necessarily prevented them from doing it. You can’t 
force them not to do it. And if it were to go before the ethics 
board and they could show good cause then the ethics board can 
exonerate them and say listen, they shouldn’t have done it, but. 
It’s not like you did it, you’re done. And if he has to massage 
it to make that more clear and the Board directs him to do that, 
he will do that. But he doesn’t want to have her or anyone else 
lose sight of the fact that the main component of updating this 
ethics law is to hold this Board and the people who serve you to 
a higher standard, much higher standard, than they are under the 
present ethics law. So please keep our eye on the ultimate 
rationale for why this is being done. Ms. Varano said okay, she 
is going to agree to it but disagree. The Mayor thanked her. 
 
Ms. Varano said disagree with what you said. The highest 
standard right now, and we may be fortunate to have a good group 
of people up here involved, but that doesn’t mean the next time 
down here some devious person isn’t going to weasel his way into 
the position where we think we can trust him and we can’t. We 
all know what’s happening in another nearby government agency 
and the stuff that is happening and going down. The Mayor said 
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we can assure her that this ethics code now that we are building 
on and reviewing and continue to review will be reflective of 
what she is saying and the needs of the community and to be 
ethically aware. Everyone and the Board and everyone that will 
be working with the Village will be aware of this. The Attorney 
said he wanted to add to this. He said part of the requirement 
under this ethics law is really detailed disclosure as to any 
potential conflicts of interest that an individual may have and 
a number of, how should we put this, elected officials are, at 
least as far as the newspapers are concerned, are being 
investigated based on what they put on their ethics form. And 
that ethics form is now potentially what is exposing them and 
shining the light of day on oooh, you didn’t disclose this on 
your ethics form. So it can lead to what you are talking about 
by virtue of there are a number of laws that you would be 
breaking if you were to rely on your ethics form and they are 
not just local criminal statutes or state statutes. They are 
federal statutes. Ms. Varano said okay. 
 
She said what she sees is that the person that created that 
problem, and there are persons all over that work the same way 
and we have it going on right now with our primary coming up 
with our election in November. They are devious, they are 
unscrupulous and they don’t care who they hurt or what they have 
to do or go through to get what they want by any means. These 
are the people we need to address. They have a problem. The 
Mayor said this is what we are talking about in the Village of 
Suffern. So the ethics law that pertains here in the Village 
that is what we are going to be satisfying and fulfilling. Ms. 
Varano said we have our own elections here and we do have 
devious people here. She is not going to say we don’t. We have 
good people and we don’t. The Mayor said okay, that is what we 
are going to prevent. Ms. Varano said right. But we don’t want 
someone to be afraid to document something that is going wrong. 
The Mayor said and we just went through the process so the 
process is in place so we have the checks and balances in place 
to accommodate the person that wants to make an allegation. So 
it will be addressed. Ms. Varano said okay. 
 
Phyllis Kasden of Parkside Drive said she came here this evening 
because she wanted to have some information about Lego Land and 
nothing was said. There are so many rumors going on. What is the 
truth. What is going on. The Mayor said right now we are talking 
about the code of ethics and the public hearing that we are 
conducting so we were going to speak a little bit about that a 
little later in the meeting. Ms. Kasden asked how much later. 
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The Mayor said okay, what are your concerns. He said let us 
finish the public hearing on the ethics code. He asked if there 
was anyone else here who would like to speak on the ethics code. 
 
Alfred D’Ambrosio of 4 Cross Street said he heard some of the 
back and forth going on and one point that was interesting was, 
he believes that came from over there. He said one of the 
contributors to the problem had tried to doctor things, tapes, 
or whatever it was and such a thing, of course, is horrendous 
and his only concern was of course any good investigation of 
that would bring that out, etc. He asked if it would be behind 
closed doors hearings or public and what are the benefits of 
either/or. That is really the only question. It is just an 
observation of what you said but also he is curious how it would 
be presented so that the public would understand it either as an 
end result or ongoing. He would like some feedback on that. 
 
The Mayor said so for the ethics charges that were alleged and 
the proceedings that followed and the outcome – would it be held 
in public or behind closed doors. Attorney Kraushaar said behind 
closed doors. The initial hearing would be held behind closed 
doors because the person is basically presumed innocent in this 
country still – it is one of the few things that still remains – 
and they are given an opportunity to be heard and ultimately the 
ethics board would make a ruling after hearing from witnesses as 
well as the person who is the subject of the complaint. If it 
came down to the Board making a recommendation on action, the 
public would know at that point. And it works the same way with 
the grand jury. 
 
The Mayor asked if there was any other comment from the public. 
Since there was none, a motion to continue the public hearing on 
the code of ethics to April 4, 2016 at 8:00 p.m. was made by 
Trustee Hagen, seconded by Trustee Hertzman. Upon vote, the 
motion was carried. 
 
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS 
 
A) Training: 
 
Mr. Charles Sawicki said he had three training items. The first 
one is he is requesting authorization to attend Stormwater 
Management Training offered by Cornell Cooperative Extension. 
The training course, entitled “Helping Hands for MS4’s” will 
focus on MS4 permit requirements and is being held on April 28, 
2016 in Middletown, New York. The cost is $250. The Mayor said 
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we are going to read them – the Attorney will take care of them 
at the appropriate time. Mr. Sawicki said he will take care of 
all three of those items? The Mayor said yes. Mr. Sawicki said 
okay, very good. He was a little unclear on how we were going to 
handle it. 
 
Mr. Sawicki said just one other update item. He said we did 
retrofit one of the post lights down in the business district 
with an LED light. He said we met with Halophane – Halophane is 
the manufacturer of the light posts. They had given us a sample 
kit to try at no cost to the Village so we have that in place 
now. That is on the corner of Lafayette and Chestnut, nearby the 
Parking Department building. The Mayor asked how it looked. Mr. 
Sawicki said good, bright. Nice and bright. The Mayor said nice 
and bright. Mr. Sawicki said he thinks it will be a nice 
improvement if we can get them all done. Obviously, there are 
cost factors that we will be looking into. He said he would like 
to get some feedback from the Board. The Mayor said okay, we 
will take a look at that. 
 
VILLAGE CLERK 
 
A) Approval of Minutes of Special Board Meeting – January 14, 
2016: 
 
Village Clerk Virginia Menschner asked for approval of the 
minutes of the special Board meeting of January 14, 2016. A 
motion to approve the minutes was made by Trustee Hagen, 
seconded by Trustee Hertzman. Upon vote, the motion was carried. 
 
B) Approval of Minutes of Regular Board Meeting – February 1, 
2016: 
 
The Village Clerk said the next one is the regular Board meeting 
of February 1, 2016. A motion to approve the minutes was made by 
Trustee Hagen, seconded by Trustee Hertzman. Upon vote, the 
motion was carried. 
 
C) Valet Parking – DaNina – Set Public Hearing: 
 
Ms. Menschner said this is to set a public hearing for valet 
parking for DaNina. Attorney Kraushaar said you can do both at 
the same time. The Village Clerk said one is for DaNina and one 
is for Marcello. The Mayor said okay. We are going to set the 
public hearing for April 4, 2016 at 8:15 p.m. A motion to set 
the public hearing for 8:15 p.m. on April 4, 2016 for valet 
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parking for DaNina and Marcello was made by Trustee Hagen, 
seconded by Trustee Hertzman. Upon vote, the motion was carried. 
 
D) Mia’s Kitchen – Live Entertainment: 
 
The Village Clerk said the next thing we have is for Mia’s 
Kitchen for live entertainment. The Mayor said Mia’s Kitchen - 
he would like to make a motion to refer it to the Planning Board 
for review. A motion to refer Mia’s Kitchen for live 
entertainment to the Planning Board was made by Trustee Hagen, 
seconded by Trustee Hertzman. The Mayor asked if there was any 
discussion. Attorney Kraushaar said first off the letter that 
was attached from Mirella Miranda – if the applicant can provide 
proof that they in fact are the executor of the estate of Maria 
Miranda – that can be done with a simple form that they probably 
have from the Surrogate’s Court and a recommendation that they 
be prepared to explain to the Planning Board the layout, the 
type of music, whether or not it would be limited to non-
amplified music and exactly how it would lay out and whether or 
not it would impact on parking. He said he knows the applicant 
is in the audience so what was placed on the short form EAF was 
light acoustic music from 7 to 9 Friday night one time per 
month. But just something in the form of a narrative committing 
to it being non-amplified and further committing to the one time 
per month. So the motion as amended. Trustee Hagen said he will 
make the motion as amended by the Attorney for Mia’s Kitchen, 
seconded by Trustee Hertzman. Upon vote, the motion was carried. 
 
The Village Attorney asked Mr. Magrino when the next Planning 
Board meeting was. Mr. Magrino said March 16 at 7:15 p.m. 
Attorney Kraushaar said he can make sure they get on the agenda. 
 
FINANCE DEPARTMENT: 
 
Mr. Michael Genito said we had quite a bit of work done in the 
past month or so. One of the things is the audited financial 
statements for May 31, 2015 have been published. They are up on 
the web now for everybody’s enjoyment. He said we also had the 
Office of State Comptroller doing their audit for 2015 and that 
is in order to certify the deficits for that year. He said as 
you know we are looking to finalize the deficit financing. He 
said we were able to obtain a bond anticipation note in preview 
for that of $3,000,000 at a rate of 2% actually, which is a very 
good rate, that we received. And we are currently working with 
our bond counsel and financial advisors in terms of getting that 
work done. In addition to all of this the budget process is 
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continuing with the department’s finalizing some information in 
terms of the budget into the system and double checking with 
departments on amounts which he will present to the Mayor 
sometime in the coming week so that they can discuss with the 
various departments as they have been on various occasions. He 
said one last thing he would like to bring up, not related to 
their work directly, but something that the Chief had brought up 
about IRS scams for tax purposes where people are calling and 
saying they are with the IRS. The IRS had issued a bulletin last 
week to employers and this has to do with the same type of a 
scam where an IRS agent allegedly calls you as an employer and 
indicates that your payroll was incorrect and that you have to 
make a payment immediately or face arrest and other 
consequences. He said understand that the IRS wanted to warn 
employers about this because these calls are going out to small 
and medium businesses as well as large ones and the ones that 
are the larger businesses tend to catch on to it very quickly 
but a small business owner of only maybe a proprietorship or an 
owner or a small partnership, as they used to call the mom and 
pop operations – they are very susceptible of being scammed this 
way. So as the Chief had mentioned. Understand something that no 
federal or state official will ever call you up or your business 
up and say that you have a problem in terms of the payment of 
your taxes or anything else that is due. Anything that you get 
will come in the mail from them and then it will have a number 
and a case number and an address that you can respond to to the 
IRS to get an answer to your issue. And they are very specific 
about these. The IRS will tell you what the return is and what 
the issue is and typically will put a number in there that says 
you reported this number. We are looking at this number. Please 
explain the difference. So in any event he just wanted to make 
that known because apparently it is spreading from just the 
average person at home to businesses and businesses, especially 
small ones, are very susceptible to that. The Mayor thanked him. 
 
AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION 
 
Beth Jolly of Orange Avenue said the reason she was here tonight 
was to find out whether or not we have any noise ordinances in 
place regarding residents being loud, rowdy, partying within the 
Village. And she is here representing several of the people who 
live on lower Orange Avenue and lower Washington Street because 
they have a problem with a particular resident in that area. It 
is known as the party house and that’s wrong. That is 
disrespectful to the neighbors. She said she personally has 
made, and she can’t tell them, how many numerous calls to the 
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police department – several times – up to three or four times 
when they have their parties. These are young adults – 20 to 24, 
25 years old. They live right next door to her, unfortunately, 
and daddy leaves because daddy goes and stays with his 
girlfriend and the kids have total run of the house. The houses 
that are down on lower Orange Avenue, like the 194 to the park 
and then coming around Washington down there near the park – 
they are very close together in the back. And because of that 
everything reverberates off the houses – any kind of noise. And 
their concern is that these people have no respect for their 
neighbors. She said they have been going through this for two 
years now and they are not getting any kind of help or 
assistance to try and solve it. So she is here to try to find 
out whether or not there are laws or there are rules or 
regulations whatever in place that say, okay, as of 10 o’clock 
that’s it. Lights out. She said she means this is just being 
respectful within the Village to your neighbors and it doesn’t 
exist down there. It is a horrible situation that they have. She 
said you have to remember that there are a lot of elderly and 
older residents in Suffern and in that particular area there are 
quite a few of them. And there are sickly people and there are 
senior citizens. And these people are afraid to say anything. 
They are afraid of repercussions. She said she personally, 
because she lives next to them, unfortunately, she has had fire 
wood thrown in her yard. She heard a conversation about throwing 
dog poop in her yard. And this is what they have to live with? 
The Mayor said he knows they have spoken on the phone. Mrs. 
Jolly said she knows. And she sent him an e-mail because she 
knows that he has been busy but she thinks we really need to 
address this. Are there any – the Mayor said we have been in 
discussion with the police. He said he understands that the 
police department has responded numerous times to the location. 
Mrs. Jolly said yes, and nothing was ever shut down or quieted. 
She said she knows she has talked to Clarke about it as well. 
But what are they supposed to do. Do they have to listen to this 
on a regular basis or is there something that says or can we put 
something into writing that says if you are in the Village these 
are the rules, regulations, limitations to how hard you can 
party hardy. She said there comes a point where enough is 
enough. She said they have rights as well. She asked what can we 
do about it. The Mayor said to speak to the noise regulation, 
right off that, he would have to get back to her on that. 
 
Chief Clarke Osborn said they have dealt with this. He said they 
have numerous reports. He said the last incident they had an 
officer sit out front in the car and turn the car off for at 
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least 15 minutes and there was no issue. They put it right in 
the report. He said he has spoken to the officers that have been 
there. The law is unnecessary or unruly noise. Because the house 
is so close it is not illegal to sit in the backyard. They are 
in their 20’s. They are not underage. They have no other calls 
besides Beth – whether they are afraid or what she is telling 
us. They have had no other calls to anyone. They have responded 
every time and the officers are not going to issue a summons if 
there is no violation. That puts the Village in jeopardy as well 
as the officers. If there is a problem they deal with these on 
different areas and they take care of it when there is a 
problem. But you also have to understand that there are rights 
that everybody has. If it is that loud or it is that much of a 
problem the officers would have handled it because there have 
been multiple officers over the years. He said he pulled the 
reports up actually today because he had a feeling she was going 
to be here tonight just to look at them and he has not one 
officer saying it was unruly. And that is the only concern that 
he has. He has no problem if it is that bad. They will be the 
first ones to issue a summons, the first ones to make an arrest. 
But they also have to follow the laws they have and there is 
ordinances right in section 375. And the 10 o’clock rule is for 
noise that is basically outside your premises – basically 
unnecessary very loud noise. Not for someone talking in the 
backyard. And that is the problem they have. And he also 
contacted a couple of supervisors who he was going to have 
handle this but Mrs. Jolly wanted to deal directly with the 
Chief which he is fine with. But he also has to go with what the 
officers in the field are telling him. Because they have had 
Sergeants that have responded as well and he has not had one 
incident with a violation where they said it could be an issue. 
The Mayor thanked him. Mrs. Jolly said in response to that – 
number one, she has been asked to speak in front of the Board on 
behalf of some of the residents down there. Clarke and she have 
spoken about this but it seems that the same Sergeant is always 
going to these calls. The Mayor asked if there was a specific 
time when this happens – a Friday night? Mrs. Jolly said this 
happened twelve or thirteen times last summer. She said she 
doesn’t have the dates with her but she could probably put them 
together. She is not quite sure. She would have to look through 
her papers. But the problem is that the Sergeant that he is 
referring to that came and sat in front of the house – she has a 
birds eye view from the house because her house is right next to 
it. She only has to look outside her side window. She can see 
Orange Avenue. She can see all six houses in a row. She said 
unfortunately she has that birds eye view. So that particular 
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night, which was just this year which was the first warm 
Saturday that we had – they were out there drinking and hooting 
and howling and the chimenea was going and everything and it was 
really horrible. You can’t sleep. You cannot sleep with all this 
noise going on. And this particular officer, who happens to be 
the same officer who has gone to many of these calls before – 
she said she didn’t see the vehicle. She said that was like at 
12 o’clock she believes – 11 or 12 o’clock that night that she 
had called. She had called at 10 o’clock, she had called at 
10:30 and then she had let it go until 11:30 and then she 
called. By that time she was totally fed up with the whole 
thing. There is no need that she and her husband and the other 
residents down there can’t sleep because of these kids. When 
daddy takes off he lets the kids have the free run of the house. 
But this officer – she said she knows he told her because he 
spoke to her after when she had called the third time – and he 
said that he sat out in front of the house and she said you were 
down the street. You were not in front of the house. And how can 
you hear, because there were so many cars parked on the street 
because there were kids there, what the noise level is. She said 
you should have asked to come into her house, come up to her 
bedroom and see if you could sleep with that. Just like the 
other people who are right next door. It is a semi-attached 
house and the people that live in that house happen to be here 
tonight and the same thing. She said we can’t sleep in our house 
because of these kids. They are not kids. They are young adults. 
And that is why she wants to know whether or not there are any 
rules or regulations currently in place to protect us residents. 
The Mayor said as the Chief just indicated there are. And what 
we will do is we will formulate some type of possibly a special 
attention if she could tell him if it’s a Friday, a Saturday. 
Does the occurrence happen on a Friday or a Saturday. Mrs. Jolly 
said it happens usually on Thursday, Friday or Saturday or all. 
The Mayor said okay. Maybe we can work something out where the 
police department is able to at least go drive by, stop by and 
take a look during – Mrs. Jolly said the way the houses are 
situated down there – there are semi-attached down there – you 
literally have to come down the length of the house to see what 
is going on in the backyard. That’s not what they want to do but 
they are more than welcome to come unto her property and walk 
down along her bushes and listen to what’s going on. And they 
are more than welcome to knock on her door and come in her house 
and listen. The Mayor said okay. We will take you up on that and 
the next time you have an incident please call the police 
department and have them respond directly to your house and let 
them observe and hear the noise and let them make the judgment. 
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Mrs. Jolly said okay. She thinks that is fair. Like she said 
they have a couple of people, older people, that live down in 
her neighborhood and they are concerned because it is very 
stressful. She said she has a very strong type personality and 
it bothers her very much but she feels for these people. If you 
realize how the houses are situated on the property they have to 
live in the front of their house during that party because they 
can’t live in the back of the house because it is too noisy. 
They have to move where they can sleep at night. Is that right? 
The Mayor said no. Mrs. Jolly said would you want that? Would 
you want to be next to that? The Mayor said we will do our best 
to address it. Mrs. Jolly said okay. She said she had also said 
if you want to establish some kind of committee or something to 
do this she will definitely volunteer to be on that committee. 
She said if there are rules she would like to know what they 
are. If they are violations or whatever they may call 
themselves. She would like to know what they are. How does she 
find out what they are? The Mayor said he is sure in the code, 
in the violation book. The Mayor asked the Chief if we would be 
able to provide Mrs. Jolly with a copy of it. The Chief said the 
code is online. He said he thinks it is section 375. Mrs. Jolly 
said okay. She will read that tomorrow. 
 
Mrs. Jolly said again, because of the area, when you have a 
large chimenea and sparks are flying out of the top of the 
chimenea – between their lanterns going and the oil spilling one 
night – they almost had a major issue. The fire kind of just 
followed all the oil and thank God it didn’t go onto her 
property. She said it is a problem. And the fire inspector has 
addressed it and she thinks they have to get a cover for the 
chimenea. It is not illegal to have them but you have to have a 
cover over the top of it, which is good. The Mayor said okay. 
Thank you. Mrs. Jolly said what she is going to do is check that 
tomorrow, see what it says, and if she has any problems or 
questions who does she contact. The Mayor said Virginia. Mrs. 
Jolly thanked him. 
 
Phyllis Kasden of Parkside Drive said she came to get some 
information on what’s going on with Lego Land. She said she 
hears one side of the story and it sounds like we are ready to 
go ahead with the whole thing. So if you could just – the Mayor 
said we are not ready to go ahead with Lego Land because Lego 
Land did not make a purchase of the property. So before any 
development – be it Lego Land, Intercos – any developer that is 
coming to look at the Novartis property – they need to purchase 
the land. There has been no land purchased. And when the land 
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purchase is made by whoever purchases that land they need to 
come before the Village Board here, before the Planning Board 
and the Village for approvals. So right now, since there is no 
purchase, there is no contract in place – we are unable to 
determine or make comment on Lego Land. We are not sure if they 
are coming. We entertain any and all potential buyers. He said 
we need that to stabilize our tax base to create jobs and to 
generate revenue. So when the time comes hopefully there will be 
a private purchase between Novartis and another corporation and 
from there we will move forward. Ms. Kasden said so you are 
saying that you have not met or nobody has approached you. The 
Mayor said oh, no, we have met with numerous developers. Ms. 
Kasden said no, no – she is saying from Lego Land. They haven’t 
approached you. The Mayor said yes, they have. Ms. Kasden said 
they have. The Mayor said yes. Ms. Kasden said because it sounds 
like this is the best deal in the world from certain sources. 
The Mayor said there are pros and cons to everything. There are 
pros to Lego Land. There are cons to Lego Land. There are pros 
to Intercos, the Italian makeup company. There are other 
potential buyers out there for Novartis. So we need to have a 
buyer that is going to have a positive impact on the Village of 
Suffern. We are not looking to negatively impact or adversely 
impact any part of our Village be it within services or 
roadways, traffic, water, sewer. Everything needs to be a fit if 
they are going to come before this Board. He said he hopes he 
answered her question. Ms. Kasden said sort of. Attorney 
Kraushaar said we wish we knew more too. Ms. Kasden said oh, 
okay, because depending on which newspaper you read there are 
different stories so she figures she would come to the main 
source – one of the owners of the land – the Village itself. She 
thanked them. The Mayor said sorry you had to wait so long. 
 
Michael Curley of 84 Orange Avenue said that you know last month 
he came before them and he actually brought up Novartis before 
all these stories came out in the paper he brought this up last 
month to the Board. But he also brought this up May 4, 2015 – 
almost a year ago – and he brought it up prior to that also 
about Novartis. He openly spoke about it. Not much conversation 
from this Board or the prior Board which some of you people were 
on. But his fear is that Chris St. Lawrence is still going to 
attempt to set up his own thing and pick off the property 
himself. He is not afraid to form his own LDC. About 90% of that 
property is in the limits of Suffern, New York. He said he could 
be wrong – 85 – but let’s say 90. The only two people who should 
be involved in this property at all is the Village of Suffern 
and our sister or brother village, Montebello. That is the only 
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two that should be involved. He said he is not a believer that 
government should get involved in business but when it comes to 
Chris St. Lawrence he gets very scared and very nervous. The 
same people that were on the board then that voted for that 25 
million dollar ban, who actually suckered out the community, are 
still on that board. Not one of those people came to this Board 
in the last few months and said, hey, how you doing Suffern. We 
are thinking about buying that. They went sneakily behind our 
backs. He said he thinks Suffern has to make a courageous move 
and consider forming our own LDC. Whether we do that partnership 
with Montebello or do separates and work together. But he thinks 
we have to form it and be ready because we do not let him snatch 
that land. Because if he snatches that land he will have us by 
the throat because Ramapo just recently lowered the assessment 
from 14 million dollars to 9 million dollars which is costing us 
approximately 550,000-575,000 to our Village budget. If they go 
and grab the rest, that’s a million. Now what are we going to do 
as a Board when all of a sudden he says oh, we got this that 
wants to come in here. And then on the other hand you are going 
to have this tax increase for the people of 10-12% alone – not 
counting any other tax increases. He said he says this because 
he is on our side. He is not going anti here. But he thinks you 
have to think differently. The Mayor said just to interact here. 
He said the courageous steps have been taken – not to form an 
LDC – but the courageous steps and everybody’s concern is his 
concern of the Town of Ramapo Supervisor. And we address it, we 
are currently addressing those concerns directly and indirectly 
with the Town of Ramapo. The Mayor said we have the same 
concerns that he does and what he said before is that the 
private sector needs to purchase this property. They need to 
develop the property. When a contract is in place or a sale 
takes place we will then step in and zone accordingly. Mr. 
Curley said the difference between him and the Mayor is that he 
doesn’t trust Chris St. Lawrence. The Mayor said neither does 
he. Mr. Curley said that is why he is saying – it will cost us 
to get it ready as an LDC but he would say have things like this 
ready to go. Because he will strangle us. He will attempt to 
beat us on this property. And he is not saying that we can’t 
afford but he doesn’t mean at the same time that we can’t then – 
now he will not only buy this property at a lesser rate – they 
will give it to him at a lesser price and they will get a tax 
credit for that loss. He won’t give them the full value. He will 
give them a tax credit for the difference. That is what is going 
to happen here. Now he then is going to control – how brilliant 
was he? He lowered the assessment from 14 to 9 million dollars 
and then what does he do? He says he is going to buy it. 
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Brilliant move. He said he guesses they understand his point. He 
said he feels comfortable in saying to this Board that he was 
not getting it at the full price. He was getting a credit back 
with his talk through Novartis. So then we would have no choice 
but to deal with him under his terms or else you he would really 
be killing the Village. So he thinks he made that clear in his 
point there. 
 
Mr. Curley said the other point that he is going to recommend or 
suggest and he has never been – he has listened to it and he has 
never jumped on the bandwagon and he doesn’t take credit for it 
– but he would really consider making Suffern a city. He said he 
knows and he sees Mr. Kraushaar – you are not appreciative of it 
– but the way you would have to do it is you would have to form 
a charter. And we know it hasn’t been done for forty or fifty 
years. But we have a unique situation here. And our unique 
situation is that we have a corrupt town board. We just had a 
gentleman arrested last week and he feels comfortable in saying 
that Chris St. Lawrence will be arrested by June of this year. 
And he feels comfortable in making that statement here. If he 
does we have what he says again is the perfect storm. We need 
our elected state officials to support us on this – both houses. 
Both houses have to approve it and then the Governor has to sign 
it. Just like what happened with our special bonding. If we do 
that, and he thinks Mr. Gerard he hears him up here a lot and he 
thinks he hears Mr. Gandon up here more on this than he knows – 
we will get over one million dollars in our coffers and he likes 
to back it up – he likes to have, as they say, a trump card in 
his back pocket. A trump card. If we can back up that that will 
be a million dollars that go in our coffers and protect us from, 
he says, the curse of St. Lawrence. He thanked them. 
 
Al D’Ambrosio of 4 Cross Street said this is the happy hour now. 
This is the positive. He said he remembers when he came to this 
wonderful town with his wife around 1987 and when he would call 
the police department and say those people up on the hill, which 
is on Route 202, were partying and it is late and they would 
send a car over – it was up on the hill – and bingo, it would 
get quiet. And he would be happy, and Cathy would be happy and 
the town of Suffern would be happy. He said he remembers also 
when they would have parties – not them – but his neighbors, 
their friends – and they would have permission to have that 
party when they knew it would be going on to maybe 11. It was 
okay. The neighborhood knew it and after 11 it cut off. The laws 
were being obeyed. And the police did a wonderful job and are 
still doing a wonderful job. And the last thing he wants to 



 
 

37-3/7/16 
 

applaud are the people who are putting and repairing the 
potholes – they are doing a good job this spring. So he thinks 
the town is functioning very well. He is impressed. He thanked 
them. 
 
Carolyn Varano of Boulevard said she just wanted to add to Mr. 
Curley. She said she is not sure if he is aware but maybe this 
will help enforce what he just said. She said she doesn’t know 
how many people know it or are aware of it. He bought Tilcon for 
$1. So he says this is not costing us anything in taxes. If Lego 
Land goes in or whatever goes in we are still going to pay for 
the expenses that are going to be incurred because of it. 
Traffic, safety, more police, more emergency services, maybe 
more fire equipment, sanitation equipment, highway. It is not 
just a simple piece of land. One dollar and he stands to make 4 
million on it. Think about it. The Mayor thanked her. 
 
Moses Javid of Orange Avenue said his question is the property 
on Orange Avenue – it is roped off. He said it used to be a 
lounge before – NV Lounge or something – if anybody has 
approached the Village regarding that property or if anybody 
approached regarding any permits to build there or what the 
future plan is. He said he heard rumors that there is going to 
be construction there soon. The Mayor said yes, there is a 
construction project that is currently taking place. So you see 
that they fenced off the area. Mr. Javid asked what is the 
construction. The Mayor said they are building an apartment 
building. The Mayor said it has been a project in planning for 
the last couple of years and it is coming to fruition now. Mr. 
Javid asked where he could get more information on that 
regarding what kind of apartment buildings, etc. The Mayor said 
he believes it is on our website. 
 
Carolyn Varano of 20 Boulevard said she spoke to Mayor Markunas 
and she had mentioned something to the Chief. She said Leo Lydon 
firehouse – that is what it is supposed to be. She said we have 
equipment there. We should have at least one fire truck to 
handle that end especially with all the added construction and 
development and traffic that is going on. Her concern will 
address the Planning and Zoning Board because she was there at 
the meeting of the approval of the fence that went through when 
he went up. She was under the impression that the fence would be 
put in the same way as it had been. They left out the emergency 
egress and access gates from the fire house to the hospital. 
They totally landlocked themselves so you can only get in from 
the other end. There is no back entrance and in a mass casualty 
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or something happens which is one of the reasons why the fire 
house was there. The Mayor said he thinks they have four access 
points onto the property at the hospital – one on Hillside, two 
on Lafayette and one on Campbell. Ms. Varano said right. If 
anything happens the fire truck can’t get there. They have to go 
down through Foxwood on Washington Avenue and come up the back 
way. Or Hillside Avenue and up the back way. The Mayor said you 
have to consider that there is no fire engine – he said he 
doesn’t know if there was ever a fire engine in there – Ms. 
Varano said yes – the Mayor said and that access point was there 
for the fire department. Ms. Varano said that is why it was 
built. The Mayor said and that is why the access point is there. 
Ms. Varano said and you should have another fire truck up there 
to handle that end – Bonaire, Stonegate. Because Suffern has to 
come from down on the end. If there is an emergency or a problem 
and you have the road access blocked off there neither one is 
going to get through. The Mayor said we will address that with 
the Fire Chief. He left. Ms. Varano said but you can bring that 
up to him. The Mayor said he will. She thanked him. She said 
they need a back entrance.  
 
VILLAGE ATTORNEY: 
 
Attorney Dan Kraushaar said he is going to go through a bunch of 
Resolutions and he is going to do it as quickly as possible. 
 
Attorney Kraushaar said the first Resolution is: 
 

RESOLUTION NO.  13, 2016 
 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING 
CERTAIN RECREATION CONTRACTS 

FOR THE YEAR 2016 AND THE EXPENDITURES THEREFORE 
 
 WHEREAS, Magic Touch, Country Fresh, Reflections, Kurt 
Gallagher and Silly Willy Magician submitted contracts for 
concert/entertainment performances to the Village of Suffern 
through the Village’s Recreation Department; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Jekyll and Hyde submitted a contract for the 
rights to books and materials at the Clifford Theatre; and 
 
 WHEREAS, all of the above referenced contracts have been 
reviewed and approved by the Village Attorney. 
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 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Trustees 
of the Village of Suffern hereby authorizes the following 
contracts, with dates and amounts listed below: 
 
 Magic Touch Concert June 29, 2016  $599 
 Silly Willy Pool Party July 12, 2016  $300 
 Country Fresh Concert July 13, 2016  $550 
 Reflections Concert July 28, 2016  $500 
 Jekyll & Hyde(Clifford July 29, 2016   $595 (cost) 
 Theater) (1 Performance)  + $400 
 Jekyll & Hyde July 30, 2016  (refundable  
  (2 Performances)  security  
       deposit 
 Kurt Gallagher Concert August 1, 2016  $250 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor be authorized to sign 
the above contracts on behalf of the Village and that the 
Village Treasurer deduct the sums from the Recreation line of 
the Village budget. 
 
The foregoing Resolution was moved by Trustee Frank Hagen, 
seconded by Trustee Moira Hertzman. 
 
AYES: Mayor Edward Markunas 
  Trustee Frank Hagen, Trustee Moira Hertzman 
 
NOES: None 
 
ABSENT: Trustee Robert Morris, Trustee Joseph Russo 
 
Attorney Kraushaar read the following Resolution: 
 

RESOLUTION NO.  14, 2016 
 
 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING STANLEY DOBRINSKI, JR., JOHN CONKLIN 
AND STEVE COTTIERS TO ATTEND AND BE REIMBURSED FOR ATTENDING 

THE HUDSON VALLEY WATERWORKS CONFERENCE 
IN MONTGOMERY, NY ON APRIL 6, 2016 

 
 

 WHEREAS, the Village Board adopted Resolution No. 27, 2015 
authorizing attendance at Municipal Conferences at its re-
organization meeting on December 7, 2015 with prior approval by 
the Board of Trustees, and; 
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 WHEREAS, Charles Sawicki has requested that Stanley 
Dobrinski, Jr., John Conklin and Steven Cottiers be allowed to 
attend the Hudson Valley Water Works Conference on April 6, 2016 
in Montgomery, NY. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Trustees 
of the Village of Suffern hereby authorizes Stanley Dobrinski, 
Jr., John Conklin and Steve Cottiers to attend the Hudson Valley 
Waterworks Conference in Montgomery, NY at a cost of $30 per 
attendee (prepaid by the Village) and their tolls upon 
submission of a voucher with supporting documentation with the 
Village Clerk. 
 
A motion adopting the foregoing Resolution was made by Trustee 
Hagen, seconded by Trustee Hertzman. Upon vote, the motion was 
carried. 
 
Attorney Kraushaar said he would read the following Resolution 
because it relates in great measure to what was spoken about 
during the presentation of the applicant with regard to 
Stormwater Management and Mr. Sawicki is what we call our MS4 
Coordinator responsible for making sure that the Village is in 
compliance with the State mandate on Stormwater Management: 
 

RESOLUTION NO.  15, 2016 
 
 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING CHARLES SAWICKI TO ATTEND 
AND BE REIMBURSED FOR ATTENDING THE 

STORMWATER MANAGEMENT TRAINING 
IN MIDDLETOWN, NY APRIL 28, 2016 

 
 
 WHEREAS, the Village Board adopted Resolution No. 27, 2015 
authorizing attendance at Municipal Conferences at its re-
organization meeting on December 7, 2015 with prior approval by 
the Board of Trustees, and; 
 
 WHEREAS, Charles Sawicki wishes to attend the Stormwater 
Management Training offered by Cornell Cooperative Extension 
April 28, 2016 in Middletown, NY (course entitled “Helping Hands 
for MS4’s”). 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Trustees 
of the Village of Suffern hereby authorizes Charles Sawicki to 
attend the Stormwater Management Training in Middletown, NY at a 
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cost of $250 (prepaid by the Village) and his tolls upon 
submission of a voucher with supporting documentation with the 
Village Clerk. 
 
The foregoing Resolution was moved by Trustee Hagen, seconded by 
Trustee Hertzman. Upon vote, the motion was carried. 
 
Attorney Kraushaar read the following Resolution: 
 

RESOLUTION NO.  16, 2016 
 
 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING JOSEPH HUNT TO ATTEND AT HIS 
OWN COST AND EXPENSE THE ANNUAL CSEA PEER TRAINER 

REFRESHER COURSE IN COOPERSTOWN, NY 
MARCH 15, 2016 THROUGH MARCH 17, 2016 

 
 
 WHEREAS, the Village Board adopted Resolution No. 27, 2015 
authorizing attendance at Municipal Conferences at its re-
organization meeting on December 7, 2015 with prior approval by 
the Board of Trustees, and; 
 
 WHEREAS, Mr. Joseph Hunt wishes to attend the CSEA Peer 
Trainer course March 15, 2016 through March 17, 2016 in 
Cooperstown, NY. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Trustees 
of the Village of Suffern hereby authorizes Joseph Hunt to 
attend the CSEA Peer Trainer course in Cooperstown, NY, at his 
sole cost and expense. Notwithstanding same, Mr. Hunt will be 
entitled to his full Village salary while in attendance at the 
conference. 
 
The foregoing Resolution was moved by Trustee Hagen, seconded by 
Trustee Hertzman. Upon vote, the motion was carried. 
 
Attorney Kraushaar read the following Resolution and said that 
he can speak from experience that this conference is worth every 
penny of Village taxpayers monies. The courses that are given at 
this conference, and he has actually given courses at this 
conference, are detailed, timely and you get more out of it than 
you end up spending. Municipalities get together and talk about 
what they’ve tried that’s worked, what they’ve tried that hasn’t 
worked. The State sends all its representatives from its various 
agencies and departments to give courses dealing with everything 
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having to do with personnel all the way to ethics. There is 
zoning updates, there is planning updates, and he can tell you 
from experience that Ed will actually be going to the courses: 
 

RESOLUTION NO.  17,  2016 
 
 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO ATTEND AND BE REIMBURSED 
FOR ATTENDING THE NYCOM ANNUAL MEETING & TRAINING SCHOOL IN 

SARATOGA SPRINGS, NY, MAY 1, 2016 THROUGH MAY 3, 2016 
 
 WHEREAS, the Village Board adopted a resolution authorizing 
attendance at Municipal Conferences at its re-organization 
meeting on December 7, 2015 with prior approval by the Board of 
Trustees, and; 
 
 WHEREAS, the Mayor wishes to attend the NYCOM 2016 Annual 
Meeting & Training School in Saratoga Springs, NY, May 1, 2016 
through May 3, 2016. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Trustees 
of the Village of Suffern hereby authorizes the Mayor to attend 
the NYCOM Annual Meeting and Training School in Saratoga 
Springs, NY, May 1, 2016 through May 3, 2016, and considered 
with the above referenced resolution agrees to reimburse him for 
his costs incurred in attending said conference including course 
fees, hotel accommodations, meal allowance, tolls and mileage 
upon submission of a voucher with supporting documentation with 
the Village Clerk. 
 
The foregoing Resolution was moved by Trustee Hagen, seconded by 
Trustee Hertzman. Upon vote, the motion was carried. 
 
Attorney Kraushaar read the following Resolution: 
 

RESOLUTION NO.   18,  2016 
 
 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE VILLAGE ATTORNEY TO ATTEND AND BE 
REIMBURSED FOR ATTENDING THE NYCOM ANNUAL MEETING & TRAINING 

SCHOOL IN SARATOGA SPRINGS, NY, MAY 1, 2016 THROUGH MAY 3, 2016 
 
 WHEREAS, the Village Board adopted a resolution authorizing 
attendance at Municipal Conferences at its re-organization 
meeting on December 7, 2015 with prior approval by the Board of 
Trustees, and; 
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 WHEREAS, the Village Attorney wishes to attend the NYCOM 
2016 Annual Meeting & Training School in Saratoga Springs, NY, 
May 1, 2016 through May 3, 2016. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Trustees 
of the Village of Suffern hereby authorizes the Village Attorney 
to attend the NYCOM Annual Meeting and Training School in 
Saratoga Springs, NY, May 1, 2016 through May 3, 2016, and 
considered with the above referenced resolution agrees to 
reimburse him for his costs incurred in attending said 
conference including course fees, meal allowance, tolls and 
mileage upon submission of a voucher with supporting 
documentation with the Village Clerk. 
 
The foregoing Resolution was moved by Trustee Hagen, seconded by 
Trustee Hertzman. Upon vote, the motion was carried. 
 
Attorney Kraushaar said this next one is a Resolution creating a 
Downtown Revitalization Committee for the Village of Suffern. He 
said he was not going to read it word for word. This is part of 
the record and will be attached to the minutes. But he does want 
to read the legislative intent. Attorney Kraushaar read: “The 
Mission of the Downtown Development Committee is to develop 
plans and ideas for the revitalization of Downtown Suffern 
through creation of a Downtown Master plan to enrich the life of 
the community connecting the past with the present for the 
future. It shall merely be advisory to the Suffern Village Board 
and Suffern Planning Board.” Attorney Kraushaar said so it is an 
advisory committee. They don’t vote. And then he will get to the 
most important part. “Now, therefore, be it resolved that the 
Board of Trustees of the Village of Suffern does hereby create 
the advisory Downtown Development Committee which will be 
comprised of five members who shall serve for one five year 
term, one four year term, one three year term, one two year 
term, and one one year term initially for the balance of the 
year to reorganization. He said in other words whenever this 
Board, assuming it adopts this and then ultimately appoints 
people, their terms would just be to the end of reorg for this 
year – for the first year term. To the end of reorg for the two 
year term, etc., etc. They will serve without compensation. The 
Village Board will select a chairman or chairwoman who will 
initially serve for the balance of the year until reorganization 
in 2016. 
 

RESOLUTION NO.   19,   2016 
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A RESOLUTION CREATING A DOWNTOWN REVITALIZATION 
COMMITTEE FOR THE VILLAGE OF SUFFERN 

 
 

Legislative Intent 
“The Mission of the Downtown Development Committee is to develop 
plans and ideas for the revitalization of Downtown Suffern 
through creation of a Downtown Master plan to enrich the life of 
the community connecting the past with the present for the 
future.” It shall merely be advisory to the Suffern Village 
Board and Suffern Planning Board. 
 
The Downtown Development Committee (DDC) will concentrate on the 
five main objectives presented in the Master Plan; Economic 
Development, Environmental Enhancements, Community Relations, 
Maintenance and Security, and Funding. 
 
Economic Development 
The DDC will advance a synergistic business mix by working with 
the Village of Suffern and private enterprise to recommend to 
the Village Board a downtown district that is a destination for 
shopping, entertainment, recreation, and services. The DDC will 
advise the Village Board on how to increase a pedestrian 
presence by coordinating and promoting events and festivals that 
attract visitors and clientele to the downtown. 
 
Environmental Enhancements 
The DDC will review and make recommendations to the Suffern 
Village Board on problems and proposals as they relate to 
streetscape, infrastructure, wayfinding, parking, traffic and 
recreational amenities and help facilitate a logical 
transformation of the downtown into a pedestrian friendly 
environment where shoppers, clients, and tourists can have an 
enjoyable experience in the downtown. Historic preservation and 
sustainable design will be of paramount importance as the DDC 
seeks to maintain the unique character of downtown Suffern. 
 
Community Relations 
Through making recommendations to the Village Board on marketing 
and coordination of existing organizations, the DDC will 
recommend the necessary relations needed to attract people and 
development to the downtown. The materials created and the 
relationships that are fostered will be used to create 
excitement and buy-in to the re-development of downtown. An 
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informed and fervent business and residential community will 
help retain existing businesses and attract new development. 
 
Maintenance and Security 
The DDC will help identify needs as they relate to the 
maintenance and security of the downtown and implement solutions 
by working with the Village of Suffern and community 
organizations. 
 
Funding 
The DEC will review priorities and budgets and make 
recommendations to the Village Board as they relate to the 
downtown and the funds that are generated through the TIF and 
other revenue sources. The DDC will also seek and review other 
funding sources be they in the form of grants, SSA’s, corporate 
sponsorship, fundraisers, etc. and their recommendations and 
oversights will be presented to the Village of Suffern and the 
public to ensure transparency. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Trustees of the 
Village of Suffern does hereby create the Advisory “Downtown 
Development Committee” which shall be comprised of five members, 
who shall serve for one 5 year term, one 4 year term, one 3 year 
term, one 2 year term and one 1 year term initially for the 
balance of the year at Re-organization. They will serve without 
compensation. The Village Board will select a chairman who shall 
initially serve for the balance of the year until Re-
organization in 2016. 
 
The foregoing Resolution was moved by Trustee Frank Hagen, 
seconded by Trustee Moira Hertzman. 
 
AYES: Mayor Edward Markunas 
  Trustee Frank Hagen, Trustee Moira Hertzman 
 
NOES: None 
 
ABSENT: Trustee Robert Morris, Trustee Joseph Russo 
 
Attorney Kraushaar said he would like to add on one other motion 
– to appoint Keane & Beane to represent the Village as special 
counsel in the lawsuit that was brought by New York City at the 
hourly rate that they charge the Village and that a copy of this 
Resolution be sent to Keane and Beane tomorrow by the Village 
Clerk. 
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RESOLUTION NO. 20, 2016 
 
 

  
 WHEREAS, the Village Board was served with a lawsuit 
captioned “The City of New York, Plaintiff, against The Village 
of Suffern, Defendant,” Index No. 030485/2016; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Village Board wants experienced representation 
on police matters. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Trustees 
of the Village of Suffern thereby appoints Keane & Beane as 
special counsel to represent the Village on the above captioned 
matter at the hourly rate they normally charge the Village. 
 
The foregoing motion was made by Trustee Frank Hagen, seconded 
by Trustee Moira Hertzman. 
 
AYES: Mayor Edward Markunas 
  Trustee Frank Hagen, Trustee Moira Hertzman 
 
NOES: None 
 
ABSENT: Trustee Robert Morris, Trustee Joseph Russo 
 
Attorney Kraushaar said at this point he is going to recuse 
himself from the next matter dealing with Orange and Rockland 
due to a conflict of interest and Assistant Attorney Robert 
Magrino will be discussing this and the next item. And note for 
the record that he is leaving the room. 
 
Assistant Attorney Robert Magrino said there were two items that 
were listed that Mr. Kraushaar is referring to. The first was an 
access agreement to Orange and Rockland regarding the Suffern 
MGP property at 3 Pat Malone Drive in Suffern. As the Board is 
aware Orange and Rockland is undertaking a clean-up there 
pursuant to a DEC Order and they are seeking access over a 
portion of Village property to run a hose. Mr. Magrino said we 
are not going to address that tonight. He said he has been 
negotiating that back and forth with the Orange and Rockland 
attorney and as discussed with the Mayor earlier we are just 
about at the point of having an agreement but it is not prepared 
for tonight. There are a couple of loose ends that they wanted 
to tie up before they have the Board vote on it so what he is 
going to ask so that we don’t hold them up – we are not going to 
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vote on it tonight – he is not going to ask the Board to vote on 
it tonight but he is going to ask the Board that rather than 
having them wait a month if and when the agreement is ready to 
be voted on he will ask for a special meeting to be noticed and 
for the Board to hear it just for that purpose. 
 
Mr. Magrino said as you see in item C the second item is an 
agreement with Creamer Environmental regarding supplying water. 
He asked Mr. Sawicki if he wanted to address that quickly – just 
to explain what that is about – and then Mr. Magrino will read 
the resolution. 
 
Mr. Sawicki said that Creamer Environmental is the prime 
contractor for Orange and Rockland on the remediation project 
and they approached the Village requesting if they could 
purchase water for their daily work activities. The project is 
scheduled to extend through a six or seven month duration and 
they may require approximately 6,000 gallons a day with a total 
of about a million gallons for the entire project. So we had put 
together a cost per unit – a unit is 750 gallons – and the cost 
he believes, and correct him if he is wrong because he doesn’t 
have it right in front of him – was $5.10 plus a 10% increase or 
mark-up for the use of the meter calibration and maintenance of 
the meter and there was also a $2000 escrow required for the use 
of the meter for the return of the meter in good condition. The 
Mayor said that is $5.10 per unit per 750 gallons. Mr. Sawicki 
said $5.10 plus 10%. The Mayor said and that is the outside 
Village rate – is that correct? Mr. Sawicki said the outside 
Village rate is slightly less than that – he believes it is 
$4.65. The Mayor said okay. Alright. Mr. Sawicki said it is just 
a bit over the outside rate. Mr. Magrino said he believes it is 
acceptable to the Village and we can handle it and it is for the 
good government of the Village to enter into this agreement. Mr. 
Sawicki said yes – he anticipates revenue of around $6800 or so. 
Mr. Magrino said he is going to ask for a motion. The Resolution 
will read: 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 20A, 2016 
 
 WHEREAS the Village owns and operates its own water supply, 
and has the authority pursuant to New York Village Law section 
4-412 to manage Village property and take all measures deemed 
expedient in the good government of the Village and not 
inconsistent with the constitution and general law; and 
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 WHEREAS, Creamer Environmental desires to purchase water 
from the Village for the purpose pursuant to the above 
referenced project at the rate of approximately 6,000 gallons a 
day with a total usage not to exceed one million gallons for the 
duration of the project; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Village has determined that selling water to 
Creamer Environmental for this purpose will serve the good 
government of the Village. 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED that the Village shall enter into a water 
purchase agreement with Creamer Environmental Inc. in a form 
submitted to the Board and as approved by the Village Attorney’s 
office for the purpose of supplying water to Creamer on the 
terms and conditions set forth therein. 
 
The foregoing Resolution was moved by Trustee Hagen, seconded by 
Trustee Hertzman. Upon vote, the motion was carried. 
 
TRUSTEES: 
 
A) Relocate Parking Authority Department: 
 
Trustee Frank Hagen said he had two items here on the agenda. He 
said the Village is in the process of relocating the Parking 
Authority from 45 Lafayette Avenue to here, 61 Washington 
Avenue. He said we have to work out all the details and we are 
going to start doing that – we have to start doing that. It is 
going to work in conjunction with the Village – it will be a 
Parking Department. 
 
B) Suffern Farmers Market: 
 
Trustee Hagen said the second item is the Farmers Market, which 
has been here since, he believes, 2001. It is going to start 
this year on May 7. And he hopes everyone here supports it. He 
thinks it is a wonderful thing and until otherwise told we are 
going to keep doing the Farmers Market. The Mayor said okay. 
Let’s put forth a motion authorizing the Suffern Farmers Market 
to use and operate the commuter parking lot A on Orange Avenue. 
The motion was made by Trustee Hagen, seconded by Trustee 
Hertzman. Upon vote, the motion was carried. 
 
MAYOR: 
 
A) Answer to Letter re: Speed Limit on Route 202: 
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The Mayor said he received a response from the Department of 
Transportation regarding the reduction in speed limit on Route 
202 and Wayne Avenue. The Mayor said that was denied. So he 
referred it over to Senator Carlucci’s office. We are still 
seeking the speed reduction. Hopefully we will have an answer on 
that soon.  
 
B) Establish Downtown Development Committee: 
 
The Mayor said we established the Downtown Development 
committee.  
 
C) Set Public Hearing for Village Parking Rates: 
 
The Mayor said he would like to set a public hearing for Village 
parking rates. He asked what would be the next time. The Mayor 
said Monday, April 11, at 8:30 p.m. A motion was made by Trustee 
Hagen, seconded by Trustee Hertzman. Upon vote, the motion was 
carried. 
 
D) Executive Session: 
 
The Mayor said he needs a motion to go into Executive Session 
for personnel reasons. The motion was made by Trustee Hagen. 
 
Attorney Kraushaar said just to be clear no votes can take place 
in Executive Session and it is not the intention of the Board 
when they exit Executive Session to take a vote afterwards on 
anything. But they will have to exit Executive Session and go 
back into regular session and then adjourn the meeting. 
 
The motion was seconded by Trustee Hertzman. Upon vote, the 
motion was carried.  
 
A motion to exit Executive Session at 10:50 p.m. was made by 
Trustee Hagen, seconded by Trustee Hertzman. Upon vote, the 
motion was carried. 
 
A motion to adjourn the Village Board meeting at 10:51 p.m. was 
made by Trustee Hertzman, seconded by Trustee Hagen. Upon vote, 
the motion was carried. 
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