
Village Board Meeting 
Monday, February 1, 2016 – 7:30 P.M. 

 
A regular Village Board meeting was held on the above date at 
7:30 p.m. with the following members present: 
 
PRESENT:  Mayor Edward Markunas 
   Trustee Frank Hagen, Trustee Robert Morris 
   Trustee Moira Hertzman   

 
ALSO PRESENT: Virginia Menschner, Village Clerk 
   Daniel Kraushaar, Village Attorney 
 
ABSENT:  None 
 
The Mayor said good evening and thanked everybody for coming 
out. 
 
SET DATES FOR MARCH MEETINGS: 
 
The Mayor said we are going to set the dates for the March 
meetings. The workshop meeting has been changed to Wednesday, 
March 2 at 7:00 p.m. and the Board meeting Monday, March 7 at 
7:30 p.m. Attorney Karaushaar said why don’t we do that by 
motion since the original date was different – just for the 
workshop. The Mayor said he moves the workshop to March 2, which 
was originally scheduled for March 4. The motion to move the 
workshop was made by Trustee Morris, seconded by Trustee Hagen. 
Upon vote, the motion was carried. 
 
POLICE DEPARTMENT: 
 
The Mayor asked Chief Osborn to come up. Chief Clarke Osborn 
said he will give the rest of his agenda items after this. Chief 
Osborn said he would like to ask the Board to accept the letter 
of resignation for part-time dispatcher Joe Russo. Joe has been 
with us for several years as a part-time dispatcher and Chief 
Osborn has known him since he was five years old – and when the 
Chief was the DARE officer years ago and Joe used to coach 
hockey for them. The Chief thanked Joe for his service to the 
department, working part-time for the last several years and he 
wishes him the best of luck. So the Chief asked the Board to 
take a vote for Joe’s resignation. A motion to accept the 
resignation was made by Trustee Morris, seconded by Trustee 
Hagen. Upon vote, the motion was carried. 
 
The Mayor asked Joe Russo to please come up. The Mayor said at 
this time he would like to make the appointment to fill the 
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unexpired term of his Trustee seat to Mr. Joseph Russo. And 
Virginia will now administer the oath. At this point the oath 
was administered. The Mayor congratulated him. 
 
7:40 P.M. – PUBLIC HEARING – STOP SIGNS ON RAMAPO AVENUE: 
 
The Mayor said it is now 7:40 and he will make a motion to open 
the public hearing for the stop signs on Ramapo Avenue. A motion 
to open the hearing was made by Trustee Morris, seconded by 
Trustee Hertzman. Upon vote, the motion was carried.  
 
Attorney Kraushaar said this is a proposed Local Law to amend 
Section 254-58 of the Vehicle and Traffic Code of the Village of 
Suffern to install stop signs at Ramapo Avenue at the 
intersection of West Maltbie Avenue on the north and south side 
(both sides) of the intersection. He asked if anyone from the 
public wanted to comment. This is a public hearing. 
 
Hudson Van Sickle, 8 Oak Terrace, said he has been a resident of 
the West Ward for about 50 years – probably a little bit more 
than that. So he has kind of had a chance to take a look and 
kind of live with Ramapo Avenue as it kind of grew older and 
became more used by the increased population. He said he doesn’t 
see any real change in the speed on the road. He said he just 
sees a lot more vehicles. And he has a hard time understanding 
how putting a stop sign two thirds of the way down that street 
is going to have any impact on the rest of the road on either 
end. The road starts off of Route 202. It has heavy traffic 
because of 287. Again he doesn’t see people going any faster. He 
just sees more cars. And if you put a stop sign on West Maltbie 
– he said he lived there for almost ten years of his tenure in 
that area – the cars that are coming from New Jersey, which is 
the majority of the ones that come down Ramapo Avenue have six 
blocks before they see that stop sign. And they won’t see that 
stop sign until probably past his street, which is the street 
before West Maltbie. Mr. Van Sickle said it is not going to 
change their driving habits one bit. It is just going to ask 
them to stop and after they stop they can resume whatever speed 
and whatever driving characteristics they were assuming before 
until they get to Chestnut Street and take the corner to go down 
underneath the underpass. So he doesn’t think you are going to 
really affect the speed on the street. They changed the speed 
limit from 30 miles per hour to 25 a couple of years ago. That 
had no effect. If you want the people to slow down on Ramapo and 
you think they are speeding or going too fast you need to 
enforce the law – not put a stop sign. Stop signs are only going 
to make people slow down for a few minutes – observe the sign 
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and then continue on their way with whatever rate of speed or 
habits they had in the past. If you spend a little bit more 
time, and we are very fortunate in the Village to have a great 
police force, and have them show a greater presence on Ramapo 
Avenue – if you feel that is a valid time that they should spend 
– you can slow the cars down by giving out tickets, using more 
radar. He said he can say that he has only maybe seen radar on 
Ramapo Avenue at the most twice a year. And that is not every 
year. And he is sure it is effective. And he is sure that you 
find people that are speeding. You will find them speeding on 
Washington Avenue, which by the way has no stop signs. They 
speed on Orange Avenue and they don’t have any stop signs 
either. And he is sure there are other streets in the Village 
that people go over the speed limit. And we are not talking 
about people doing 90 miles an hour. We are probably talking 
about people doing 5 or 10 miles over the speed limit. But if 
you really want to stop it – we have a great police force – let 
them spend some time on Ramapo Avenue. Let the people know that 
they are going to enforce the speed limit and you will see 
people slow down. And if they continue to do it over whatever 
period necessary, you are going to have a much better effect 
than putting a stop sign there – which again he doesn’t think is 
going to have any effect on driving habits. 
 
Mr. Van Sickle said before he leaves he did want to mention one 
other area that is contingent or contiguous to that same area. 
You have an underpass where Ramapo Avenue converts to Chestnut 
Street – goes under the underpass. He said you have several 
signs under there that say no parking, no standing – probably 7 
or 8 signs. He said every day, five days a week, when the trains 
come in, people park there. People in the West Ward going under 
that are required to go in the wrong lane and cross the yellow 
line into oncoming traffic to go around those parked cars. There 
he would like the Board to put another sign up on the wall or 
two or three of them – 1st parking offense $100 fine. 2nd parking 
offense $250 parking fine. 3rd and continuous parking violations 
$500. Enforce the law. The same thing he would like to see done 
to slow the people on Ramapo Avenue because there is a bend as 
you go under that underpass. There is a blind spot coming from 
the town to go towards the ballfield. You cannot see around the 
corner. There is room for no more than two cars to pass at the 
same time when there is somebody parked there. If he is coming 
from the ballfield area and he is going to town, he has to move 
into the oncoming lane – a blind spot – someone else coming the 
other way eventually is going to crash into somebody. There he 
would like it to be enforced also. The trains are scheduled. 
They know when it is. It is every three or four hours a day that 
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the majority of the parking is being done. He said he would also 
like to see that cleared up. He said he has a feeling that 
someone is going to get seriously hurt. He said he doesn’t know 
that it has ever happened to date but if you take the time and 
travel under that underpass and take a look at what he is 
talking about he thinks you will agree with him that something 
needs to be done to move those cars. And they are there every 
day, five days a week, pretty much in the same three to four 
hour period. And if we were to put a police car or policeman on 
the street for a period of time and either move the cars or give 
out summonses, he thinks the people would get the message very, 
very quickly. Mr. Van Sickle thanked them for their time and 
said he looks forward to their decision. The Mayor thanked him. 
 
The Mayor asked if there was anyone else from the audience that 
would like to speak on the subject of the stop sign. Since no 
one else spoke, a motion to close the public hearing was made by 
Trustee Morris, seconded by Trustee Hagen. The Mayor said 
discussion. He asked the Chief if he had any recommendation 
other than the stop sign and the enforcement aspects of the 
concerns that were just recently addressed in regards to the 
stop sign and the underpass – well let’s stick with the stop 
sign for now. Chief Osborn said no problem. He said he knows 
residents down there that continuously complain about wanting a 
sign there. Why they are not here, he has no idea. But they do 
continuously complain about it. The speed on Ramapo – we do 
monitor – they write summonses on Ramapo on a continuous basis 
for speeding. The limit is 25. He said never at the same time. 
They rotate it. He said the reason they were going to put the 
stop sign was for two reasons – number one – they have had 
complaints of people coming out of West Maltbie and because of 
the speed of the vehicles have had a hard time coming out. It is 
really on all those streets. He said we are not talking about 
putting a stop sign on every intersection. Secondly, it would 
slow them down coming down on both ways. You come south you are 
going to hit West Maltbie four streets down. Northbound a little 
bit more. He said they are just going on recommendations of 
residents and he looked at it and he doesn’t have a problem with 
it at all. It is not something that there is going to be a – it 
is not the biggest issue we are dealing with, to be honest with 
you, but will it slow people down? Absolutely. Stop signs are 
notorious for that. Look at Yorkshire Drive. He said we put that 
up because it was under the code, he believes, already. The sign 
wasn’t there. We replaced it after years of not being there and 
he hasn’t had a speeding complaint on Yorkshire – he can’t 
remember the last time – and they used to get them daily. So 
that is the only reason they brought that up. So whichever way 
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you go is fine with him. Obviously his job is to try to keep the 
vehicles as slow as we can. The enforcement they do get – and he 
does commend Mr. Van Sickle – thank you for the compliments to 
the department – they are on Washington, they are on Wayne, they 
are on Boulevard. They are on every street but it is impossible 
to monitor one road consistently every day. There are just too 
many streets with the manpower. Not just their department. Any 
police department. So they do monitor, they do run radar, they 
do write tickets. But to stop everybody this is just an 
additional tool to slow people down. That’s all. The Mayor 
thanked him. The Mayor asked if there was any further 
discussion. Upon vote, the motion to close the public hearing 
was carried. 
 

VILLAGE OF SUFFERN 
 

LOCAL LAW NO. 1  OF 2016 
 
 

A LOCAL LAW AMENDING SECTION 254-58 OF THE 
VEHICLE AND TRAFFIC CODE OF THE 

VILLAGE OF SUFFERN 
ASTOP INTERSECTIONS@ BY INSTALLING 
STOP SIGNS AT RAMAPO AVENUE AT THE  
INTERSECTION OF WEST MALTBIE AVENUE  

ON THE NORTH SIDE AND SOUTH SIDE OF THIS INTERSECTION 
 
 

BE IT ENACTED by the Board of Trustees of the Village of 
Suffern as follows: 
 
Section 1.  Section 254-58 AStop Intersections@ of the Code of 
the Village of Suffern, is hereby amended by adding after: 
 

[Stop Sign on]  [Direction of Travel] [At 
Intersection 
of] 

 
Prospect Place          South   James Street 

 
the following: 
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[Stop Sign on]  [Direction of Travel] [At 
Intersection 
of] 

 
Ramapo Avenue         Both   West Maltbie 
         Avenue  

 
 
Section 2.  This Local Law shall take effect immediately 

upon filing with the Secretary of State. 
 
A motion to move the Local Law to amend Section 254-58 of the 
Vehicle and Traffic Code of the Village of Suffern, by 
installing  
 
A motion to adopt was made by Trustee Morris, seconded by 
Trustee Hagen.  
 
AYES: Mayor Edward Markunas 
  Trustee Robert Morris, Trustee Frank Hagen 
  Trustee Moira Hertzman, Trustee Joseph Russo 
 
NOES: None 
 
ABSENT: None 
 
FIRE DEPARTMENT: 
 
A) Hose Company – New Member: 
 
Chief John Salmon said he had just a couple of topics he would 
like to bring up tonight. He said we have a new member – Sarah 
Hunt – that should be added to the insurance if you can approve 
that. The Mayor said we have a new member and she will be part 
of the Hose Company. Chief Salmon said yes. The Mayor asked if 
she was a junior firefighter. Chief Salmon said yes she is. The 
Mayor made the motion to have Sarah Hunt put onto the roll of 
the insurance company and to be a member of the Hose Company, 
seconded by Trustee Morris. Upon vote, the motion was carried. 
The Mayor congratulated her. He said it was great having 
volunteers like her joining the fire department. Good job. 
 
B) Annual Hose Company Car Show: 
 
Chief Salmon said the second thing he would bring up is that the 
Volunteer Hose Company would like to have their annual car show 
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on July 17, 2016 with a rain date of July 24, 2016. The Mayor 
said he would make the motion to have the Hose Company Car Show 
on July 17, 2016 with a rain date of July 24, 2016, seconded by 
Trustee Morris. Upon vote, the motion was carried. Attorney 
Kraushaar asked where that will be located for the general 
public. Chief Salmon said normally it is hosted at the parking 
lot across the street from the Hose Company which is owned by 
Avon. They give us permission to have it there. Chief Salmon 
thanked them. 
 
CULTURE AND RECREATION: 
 
Mrs. Cathy Mills said good evening to the Mayor and Village 
Board and welcomed Joe to the Village Board and said 
congratulations. Mrs. Mills said a few things that they have 
coming up in the month of February. Tomorrow, Tuesday, February 
2, they have the nutrition workshop upstairs in the community 
room at 10:30 a.m. They will have Artytime this Thursday, 
February 4, at the community center at 11:30. The DARE dance 
with Chief Osborn will be on Friday, February 5 – that is this 
Friday – from 7 to 9. Over at Leo Lydon AARP is starting 
tomorrow for a month and a half. It is free to seniors in the 
Village for tax services. And that is at 10 to 2 on Tuesdays. 
The Fire Department will be having their annual blood drive next 
Tuesday, February 9, and that will be 4 p.m. to 8 p.m. And then 
the recreation board meeting will be next Thursday, February 11 
in the community room at 7 p.m. She said they have a fundraiser 
over at the community center coming up on Sunday, February 21. 
It will be Care About the Strays and that will be from 12 to 4. 
They have on Thursday, February 25, the senior movie – the movie 
The Intern with Robert DeNiro and Ann Hathaway. It is over at 
the community center and it is free for seniors to come over and 
watch the movie. They have LEAD which will be Friday, February 
26 from 8 p.m. to 11 p.m. in the community center. And then the 
Fire Department will be holding a defensive driving course on 
Sunday, February 28, at the community center. And then if she 
can just talk about something they would like to go forward 
with. Every year, two times a year, they have a Broadway show in 
which they get tickets and they get a bus to. They try to 
compact them so that the Village is not out of money. They try 
to do the ticket and the cost of the bus so that we are not – it 
is an even swap. She said they would like to go to an April 9 
show – the “Get On Your Feet” show. It is the Gloria Estefan 
Broadway show. The ticket price, including the bus, would be 
$88. So if they can go forward with that they will order the 
tickets tomorrow. The Mayor said okay, so you are asking for the 
Broadway show on April 9 to start to put that together. Mrs. 
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Mills said correct. The Mayor said okay. Mrs. Mills said we 
haven’t purchased the tickets yet but as soon as we get the go 
ahead, if you give us the go ahead, they will purchase the 
tickets. The Mayor said okay. So he will move that Broadway show 
that the Rec Board starts the process to purchase the tickets 
and get the bus, seconded by Trustee Hagen. Upon vote, the 
motion was carried. 
 
The Mayor said he sees a couple of different items here so with 
the upcoming events here and the nutrition workshop that’s open 
to all residents of the Village? Mrs. Mills said correct – she 
is sorry she didn’t mention that. She said it was open to 
seniors up until after our last meeting. She said we are opening 
up to everyone in the Village that would like to come. It is 
upstairs in the community room. She said they thought it would 
be a nice idea to open it up a little bit. So anyone that would 
like to come to it it is upstairs in the community room tomorrow 
at 10:30. The Mayor said okay, great. He thanked her. 
 
The Mayor said we have three minutes until our next public 
hearing so let’s see if we can get the building department up 
here. 
 
BUILDING DEPARTMENT: 
 
Building Inspector Steve Conlee said he had just a couple of 
quick items. He said he would like authorization to send four 
individuals to the Spring Seminar training sponsored by the 
Rockland County Chapter of the New York State Building Officials 
Conference and that is right here at the fire training center – 
so it is right here within the county – and it would be a cost 
of $1100 for the four individuals if they get the approval in 
before February 28. And along with that, he would like 
authorization for the dues for the four members also – he said 
they are part of the New York State Building Officials 
Conference and the dues would also cover that – and that would 
be $180 for the four individuals. And with that training – they 
are required to have 24 credit hours annually to stay certified 
by the state and the courses that they take at that seminar 
cover most of those courses. The Mayor said okay. Trustee Morris 
said he has a question – he said he just sees one name is 
missing – did he – Mr. Conlee said he works for the Village of 
Sloatsburg and they are going to cover his cost. Trustee Morris 
said he sees – okay. The Mayor said he moves this to authorize 
Steve Conlee, Randy Ortiz, Mike Stark and Frank Wilson to attend 
the NYSBOC Rockland Spring seminar April 19 to April 21 in 
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Pomona. The motion was seconded by Trustee Morris. Upon vote, 
the motion was carried. 
 
8:00 P.M. – PUBLIC HEARING – ETHICS LAW: 
 
A motion to open the public hearing was made by Mayor Markunas, 
seconded by Trustee Hagen. Upon vote, the motion was carried. 
 
Attorney Dan Kraushaar said ironically the last time the Village 
of Suffern adopted an ethics code President Nixon was president 
– not exactly a paradigm of ethics – and what he started to do 
when he first came on board was to go chapter by chapter by 
chapter through our zoning law and through the local laws that 
we have on the books. For any of you who were here when he was 
first appointed he made it a point that ethics is the most 
important thing in government and every day you read in the 
newspaper why that is more so today than ever before. In the 
spirit of keeping to that promise to you, and this Board’s 
promise to you, to have a more open, transparent, responsive and 
ethical board and the people that work for the Village of 
Suffern he put together a draft of a revised ethics law. He said 
another thing that they did was that they posted it on-line 
three days ago and he encourages everyone to go on-line and read 
it and we want your participation. Attorney Kraushaar said we 
don’t want this to be something that is just merely adopted 
tonight without community input, community review. He said he 
will point out, not every aspect of it, but some of the changes 
that he has proposed in what he has put together that 
distinguish this from the prior ethics law, taking into account 
in some instances some of the things that we have all read about 
in the newspaper. So the number of people that will have to 
comply with annual disclosure requirements has been broadened to 
include more individuals who work for the Village either as 
consultants and/or appointed and elected officials. They include 
leaders of the various parties in the Village, they bulk up the 
fines and criminal exposure to anyone who violates this law 
could be subject to. It really details the responsibility of the 
ethics board. He said we presently have an ethics board but he 
doesn’t know the last time they met. It has a requirement that 
they meet, not just when there is, or if there is, an ethics 
complaint but at least annually and it prohibits the taping, 
even though New York is a one-party consent tape state when it 
comes to taping – it prohibits elected or appointed officials 
from taping each other. That has happened in other 
municipalities. There is a lot more to it. He said he doesn’t 
want to bore you with the details. But he does encourage you to 
review this and once again he stresses from his perspective that 
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this should be something that Village residents should get 
involved in, make further suggestions, and speak to what they 
think might also be added that he hasn’t come up with. Attorney 
Kraushaar said just to make it clear – this is our existing 
ethics law and this is the proposed ethics law. There is a lot 
more to it. He said we don’t have a ton of copies but those few 
copies that we have for people that are interested you can pick 
them up after the meeting because nothing is going to be voted 
on tonight. And you can check out the website or you can come to 
Village Hall during normal business hours and copies will be 
made for you. But we want this to be a collaborative effort and 
we don’t want our government to be like other governments that 
you read about every day. He thanked them. The Mayor thanked 
him. He asked if we had anyone from the public that would like 
to comment. 
 
Michael Curley of 84 Orange Avenue said he thinks it is good – 
as you said back in Nixon time in 1971 was the last ethics year 
that we had and he appreciates him working on it and taking your 
time. But on section 22.4 you actually just mentioned it a 
second ago but we have noticed a lot of corruption in the state 
of New York. We noticed Preet Bihara go after Shelly Silver, 
Dean Skelos and many other people. And we also notice recently a 
very brave woman named Melissa Reimer from the Town of Ramapo. 
So he feels it is important that we – he said he is not afraid 
of being taped in life. He is not afraid of being videotaped in 
life. He said if he is out in the public or he is talking to 
people he is not afraid of it. And he thinks this law actually 
goes a little bit too much to that. He said he has a right in 
America to tape you, or tape you, or tape any individual. 
Attorney Kraushaar said and you still have that right under this 
law. He said this is them taping each other. Mr. Curley said it 
is not employees? Attorney Kraushaar said that is it. Mr. Curley 
said what if an employee wanted to tape someone else. Attorney 
Kraushaar said not allowed to do it. Mr. Curley said then that 
is where he has – that is where he thinks we should maybe – like 
you said – he appreciates the openness here. And listening. But 
he thinks that is scary. Because if that happened you wouldn’t 
have a Melissa Reimer right now. If she would have listened to 
that and went along with that we wouldn’t have a Melissa right 
now challenging the Town of Ramapo Chris St. Lawrence. Everyone 
would have said that woman’s a nut, she’s crazy. She doesn’t 
know what she is talking about. But she had a tape. And now 
because she had that tape she is not the crazy one. She is the 
honorable one. And then there will, in his guesstimation, be 
federal charges in the Town of Ramapo someday and it will be 
primarily because of her courageous actions. And he doesn’t want 
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us, this Village, to take away courageous actions. He said he is 
looking at everyone here as being honorable people. But there 
may come a point where maybe not one of you but someone else 
isn’t honorable and to take that away and go more restrictive 
then the law allowed right now for him to do – that is why – 
again, he likes the open conversation. He is not trying to 
insult no one – he appreciates all the work he has done. But he 
thinks that is going – and again he will put Melissa Reimer and 
he thinks it is courageous what she did. And you know what, 
because of her courageousness, we are all going to be better off 
some day. 
 
Attorney Kraushaar said he doesn’t know definitively whether or 
not the Melissa Reimer situation is covered here but there is an 
exception built into that section which says any individual who 
is acting as an agent or under the direction or on behalf of law 
enforcement whether local, state or federal is permitted to 
video and/or audiotape if such conduct is at the law enforcement 
agency’s direction. He said he doesn’t know. Mr. Curley said he 
thanks you and he read that and he will say that he went and 
spent on his own time at those hearings at Ramapo. She was not 
under the direction at that time of any law enforcement. It was 
her courageous behavior that did it. So this would – again – he 
is glad the openness. He is glad we are talking about it. That 
is the point he had. He said now he did print it off the 
computer and he printed it a couple of times and the second part 
of it comes out very light. And he did it twice to make sure. So 
he thinks the Treasurer didn’t give enough ink for the computer 
and he thinks we need to discuss this with him. But the first 
part is the old law. But the new one is very, very light. So we 
are going to have to get more ink for you. He said it is just a 
joke. 
 
Carol Varano of Boulevard said she would like to concur with Mr. 
Curley. She thinks it was a very wise observation and she thinks 
it is a good idea. She said as you all know her family was the 
victim of some brutal happenings – cruel – her father would have 
been dead if somebody hadn’t stepped forward and spoke up. She 
said there were secret talks, goings on, by the Board then – 
people in office – and they did win a conspiracy. There was 
another conspiracy that led to the founding of RCC but if there 
hadn’t been people that had overheard and been able to come 
forward and they tried to put pressure on those people to keep 
them from coming forward and they were not acting as law 
enforcement or whatever though one of them was a board member. 
It is just a good idea because it may be your life, it may be 
somebody in your family’s life that are on the line. And just 



 

12-2/1/16 
 

that one brave girl coming forward and being able to say that 
where somebody else in another situation it could be very, very 
crucial. So think about rewording the law a little bit so they 
don’t have to be law enforcement or they don’t have to be on the 
board – if you hear something, if you see something say 
something.  
 
Al D’Ambrosio of 4 Cross Street said he is impressed with what 
these people just in front of him came forth with what they had 
to say. And he is impressed with what was presented by the 
gentleman and lady up front here. But he does think that 
freedom, that incredible freedom, that we have – to step into 
trouble or not. Whether we do it with a tape or whatever is our 
freedom. It is the same thing as your voice. When you have to 
fight a case, whether you have a license or not, you fight it 
with your hands. Crawl around anyway you can. And usually you 
don’t have experience so you are doing the best you can. And 
those people who are in authority oft times know how to do this 
stuff, that or whatever so we want an equalizer in a way. If we 
are wrong, punish us. But if we are right that freedom should 
not be lost. So he wants to say yes. Anyway you can. Change the 
wording enough so that the general public has the right to do 
that as well. Otherwise we will be like this too. You have seen 
him say that now and again in the past – if we lose our freedoms 
then you have subservient people for whatever it is. So he wants 
us to have that interesting possibility – with you all as well – 
using it where it is appropriate and that the public can also 
come forth – it’s like a whistleblower with the general public. 
So he thinks that is an interesting point. Don’t let them lose 
those freedoms. 
 
The Mayor asked if anyone else would like to speak. He said 
after listening to the public and the comments he is going to 
make a motion to continue this public hearing and we will in 
turn review the policy at hand and we will continue the public 
hearing to begin again on March 7 at the next Board meeting at 
7:40 p.m. here in Village Hall. A motion to continue the hearing 
was made by Trustee Morris, seconded by Trustee Hagen. Upon 
vote, the motion was carried. 
 
Attorney Kraushaar said just to elaborate on what the Mayor just 
said. Please review it. He said he is sure there is more than 
one section. He said he is sure there are things that even 
though it is pretty thick could also be covered and we 
definitely want your input and if you can not bring it the night 
of the meeting. If you can get it to him beforehand he would 
appreciate it at Village Hall. He thanked them. The Mayor said 
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there are copies available if anyone would like a copy. He said 
we have a few copies up here of the old and the new. And if 
there aren’t enough you can come in tomorrow and Virginia can 
make you a copy. 
 
8:15 P.M. – PUBLIC HEARING – TWO PARKING SPOTS ON LAFAYETTE 
AVENUE: 
 
The Mayor said it is now 8:15 and we have another public hearing 
on two parking spots on Lafayette Avenue. A motion to open the 
public hearing was made by Trustee Morris, seconded by Trustee 
Hagen. Upon vote, the motion was carried. 
 
Attorney Kraushaar said this proposed local law would amend 
section 254-65 of the Vehicle and Traffic Code of the Village of 
Suffern limiting parking to 15 minutes – and this may get a 
little complicated – in front of the west side of 72 Lafayette 
Avenue and the first parking spot on Lafayette Avenue east of 
Park Avenue in the eastbound lane. And it gets even more 
complicated if you actually read the code because Lafayette 
Avenue runs east/west but almost everything in the code talks 
about north/south with parking right now so that might be 
something we have to revisit in the future. But for now we are 
just dealing with these two parking spaces. One of them very 
clear in front of 72 Lafayette Avenue on the west side and the 
other one the first parking spot east of Park Avenue.  
 
The Mayor asked if anybody would like to comment on the two 
fifteen minute spots proposed. Since nobody spoke, a motion to 
close the public hearing was made by Trustee Hagen, seconded by 
Trustee Hertzman. Upon vote, the motion was carried. 
 

VILLAGE OF SUFFERN 
 

LOCAL LAW NO. 2  OF 2016 
 
 

A LOCAL LAW AMENDING SECTION 254-65 OF THE 
VEHICLE AND TRAFFIC CODE OF THE VILLAGE OF SUFFERN 

LIMITING PARKING TO 15 MINUTES 
IN FRONT OF THE WEST SIDE OF 72 LAFAYETTE AVENUE 
AND THE FIRST PARKING SPOT ON LAFAYETTE AVENUE 

EAST OF PARK AVENUE IN THE EASTBOUND LANE 
 

BE IT ENACTED by the Board of Trustees of the Village of 
Suffern as follows: 



 

14-2/1/16 
 

 
Section 1.  Section 254-65 ASchedule XV: Time Limit Parking@ 

of the Code of the Village of Suffern, is hereby amended by 
adding after: 
 

[Time Limit/ 
[Name of Street] [Side] Hours/Days] [Location] 

 
Lafayette Avenue North 2 Hours  150 Feet and  
         350 Feet West 
         of Suffern Place 

 
the following: 
 

[Time Limit/ 
[Name of Street] [Side] Hours/Days] [Location] 

 
Lafayette Avenue West  15 Minutes In front of 72 

Lafayette 
Avenue 

 
Lafayette Avenue East  15 Minutes First Parking 

Spot East of 
Park Avenue in 
the Eastbound 
Lane 

 
Section 2.  This Local Law shall take effect immediately 

upon filing with the Secretary of State. 

 
The Mayor said he would like to move to adopt the local law to 
amend section 254-65 of the Vehicle and Traffic Code of the 
Village of Suffern. The motion was made by Trustee Morris, 
seconded by Trustee Hagen. Upon vote, the motion was carried. 
 
GRANT WRITER: 
 
Mr. Fred Rella said good evening to the Board and congratulated 
Trustee Russo. Mr. Rella said he would like to start off by 
commending the Board and whoever else is responsible for the 
ruler-free microphone. It’s a lot different than the older one. 
He said he doesn’t know if they remember what it was like. He 
said this is wonderful. He said he would like to start off by 
telling them that with the Suffern Fire Department and Chief 
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Jeremy Kaufer they put in for a FEMA firefighter’s grant. They 
put in for several pieces of equipment which total a little over 
$50,000 and that was everything from what they call D-Bars, 
which are steel bars like if a car is leaning you put these bars 
in place and it keeps the car stationary such as one could get 
someone who is caught under the vehicle or whatnot without 
putting the firefighter in danger. They also got a couple of 
jaws of life, one which can go under water and not be damaged 
and one which is just a normal jaws of life which doesn’t have 
that attribute. He said and a few other pieces of equipment but 
it totaled a little over $50,000 so we should be hearing from 
FEMA in a couple of months on that. 
 
Mr. Rella said he worked with Charles Sawicki on getting an 
energy audit done here by Orange and Rockland. The energy audit 
looked at our varying facilities. They start out by looking at 
the lighting to see how to potentially put in new energy 
efficient lighting to help reduce the energy bills of the 
varying facilities. They start out with a lighting program and 
once that is completed they then will migrate to other types of 
programs like HVAC, motors and the like but they do start out 
with the lighting. So right now we have those reports and we are 
going to be reviewing them before we make a recommendation to 
the Board what to do. 
 
Mr. Rella said he mentioned at the last meeting that we put in 
for a Tree City U.S.A. application. We had to pass a Board 
resolution for that, an application and we also put in for a 
Growth Award. And he is happy to say that we were approved for 
the third year – we are now a Tree City U.S.A. and for the very 
first time the Village was approved for a Growth Award. Mr. 
Rella said there is going to be a little recognition ceremony in 
Albany, New York by the DEC and the Arbor Day Foundation in 
March. He said he doesn’t have the exact date yet but the Mayor 
will be invited to attend that to receive a little plaque and 
award if he would like to attend.  
 
Mr. Rella said finally he submitted the Community Development 
Block Grant for $200,000 on Friday for the sidewalks on the 
north side of Wayne Avenue between the intersection of Orange 
Avenue and the NYS Thruway overpass. So we should be hearing 
whether or not we receive that award in approximately May of 
this year. The Mayor said great. He thanked Fred very much. And 
just a little info on Wayne Avenue – we did receive word back 
from the DOT in regards to reducing the speed limit down from 35 
down to 30 on Wayne Avenue and that they will be conducting a 
study. So they acknowledged the fact – just a little backup 
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information for Wayne Avenue. Hopefully we will get the sidewalk 
award grant and really develop that section of Suffern. 
 
Attorney Kraushaar said he just wanted to tell everyone that 
that is the quickest he has ever seen NYS DOT respond to any 
request ever. And he has been doing this for a long time. 
 
POLICE DEPARTMENT: 
 
Chief Clarke Osborn said to Trustee Russo welcome to the Board 
and he thanked him for his service to them dispatching. Chief 
Osborn said they had a busy month – a lot going on this month 
downstairs. A lot of activity. Just to highlight a couple of 
things for public awareness to give them heads up on some of the 
things they have been dealing with. Saturday morning they had a 
vehicle emerged in the Ramapo River. They worked with the Mahwah 
Police – fortunately there was nobody in the vehicle. All four 
people that were in it got out before it sunk. He said we were 
very fortunate with that – he said he thinks they were four-
wheeling and got a little carried away and ended up in the water 
and it sunk. The vehicle – Chief Osborn said we charged the 
party yesterday after he got out of the hospital with 
hypothermia and he was found by the Mahwah Police up above us on 
the Thruway right above us so Mahwah helped us out a lot. He was 
charged with reckless endangerment and NYS Environmental 
Conservation police were very interested in the case and came 
down and did an investigation along with us and hit him with 
multiple violations – misdemeanors – for driving a vehicle on a 
waterway. Obviously the Ramapo River is a water source for us in 
the Village as well as communities down the line. 
 
Chief Osborn said we had that. We had a barricaded subject two 
weeks ago. Actually right behind the police station. It was a 
party who said he was going to harm himself. He said they did an 
investigation and they determined he had weapons. He said they 
didn’t know what kind of weapons. He said we thought it was a 
handgun and one was a handgun and the second was an AK47 assault 
rifle. Chief said they called in the County SWAT team which we 
are a part of. We pay nothing for it. We are a member of the 
County SWAT team with officers assigned and the SWAT team 
entered the residence with ballistic shields and barricades and 
they were able to take the subject out fortunately without 
further incident. Chief said the Mayor was with them on a couple 
of these incidents and he got to see some of the stuff going on. 
 
Chief Osborn said two of the things he wanted to mention. He 
said we had a lot of scam attempts – actually even completed 
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scams in the Village this month. One they had a woman the other 
day who received a call – and he just wants to make sure 
everybody understands this – if you get a call from the IRS or 
any government agency. They are not going to call you to tell 
you they have a warrant and you need to turn yourself in or you 
need to take money out of your bank. He said we had a woman here 
who was so scared – she got called. Basically it was somebody 
who said they had a tax fraud out for $6400 that she owed and 
she needed to take it out of her account and put it in another 
bank. And it was so convincing that she ran to the bank and took 
$6400 out and was on her way to the bank when her husband caught 
her and realized it was a scam. One thing that he wanted to 
alert them to was that the number that came up on the call back 
when the perpetrators called the woman was our police department 
number. He said it is what they call spoofing. You can take 
numbers and scramble them and spoof them through apps on i-
phones and different computer programs which they are aware of 
and which they have investigated before. So obviously we were 
very fortunate. We reported it to the IRS – everything the 
police had. It was pretty scary. She almost gave up that money 
and put it in their account which was probably going to go 
overseas and probably wouldn’t have been recovered. And the 
second one they had was a group of pavers going around saying 
they would pave your – asking if you would like your driveway 
paved. And what they would do is they would go up and say you 
want it paved? And they were very insistent. And they got to a 
woman on Terrace Avenue – a senior citizen on Terrace Avenue – 
and she agreed to have a portion, a very small portion, done for 
$200. So a few minutes later she looks out her window and sees 
them paving her whole driveway. And the gentleman walked up and 
said now we want $2700, not $200. She got nervous. She never 
called. Fortunately a friend of Chief Osborne’s who lives three 
doors down texted Chief Osborn and said “Clarke, if you are in 
the area, something just doesn’t look right. These guys came to 
my door.” Chief Osborn said fortunately we pulled up and got 
them and charged them with multiple crimes for unlicensed 
contractor and impounded all the equipment and found out one of 
them had multiple burglary charges and the other ones had 
multiple theft of services charges. So these were bad guys 
looking to exploit our residents, particularly senior citizens. 
So they had numerous arrests out of that.  
 
Chief Osborn said we have a civilian police academy. He said any 
Village resident who is interested – Rockland County Police 
Academy has it starting, he thinks, in March and it goes twelve 
weeks on Tuesday nights for two hours and you get classes – 
Chief Osborn said he actually teaches one of them – there is a 
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class of taser, K-9, he teaches community policing, class on 
patrol, SWAT, and anybody who is interested please let him know. 
He said he has a very easy e-mail – chief@suffernpolice.com. If 
you are interested please let him know and we will get them in 
the civilian academy. 
 
Chief Osborn said we also had a snowstorm and he wanted to thank 
Charles, Randy, Steve – they all worked together. That snowstorm 
went very well with the amount of snow that we had. The only 
incident they had was a gentleman drove a snowmobile into our 
police car. It was about the only incident and fortunately 
nobody was hurt but he was arrested and charged with multiple 
crimes. He said they went out looking for him for quite a while. 
They kept getting calls from each block and they were looking 
for him driving a snowmobile. It was an easy find right into our 
car. 
 
Chief Osborn said that is what we had so they had a little bit 
busier month than usual downstairs but they handled it and he 
thanks them for their support. And once again with the storm all 
of you – he thanks them. A busy month but a good month. 
 
The Mayor said thank you. The Mayor said just to elaborate a 
little bit on the Suffern Police Department. The Mayor said he 
has been working closely over the last month and just alone he 
knows that the arrest situations in January year to year are up 
– he asked the Chief if that was correct for the proactive 
performance of their police department – it is excellent. Chief 
said there were – they usually average 25 to 35 arrests in 
January. They had 58 this January and most of it due to 
proactivity from the officers out there. A lot of arrests – drug 
arrests – different arrests – they were proactive not reactive. 
They made the arrests happen. The Mayor said and that response 
to Terrace Avenue – the Mayor said it was unbelievable. There 
were five individuals that were involved in the scam and Suffern 
took care of business and arrested all of them. It was 
excellent. So thank you. 
 
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS: 
 
A)_Advertise for Bids: 
 
Mr. Charles Sawicki said during the workshop they talked about 
advertising three bids – the first bid he is requesting 
authorization to advertise bids for the refuse and recycling 
collection container service areas. The bids will be due on 
March 24, 2016 at 3:00 p.m. The Mayor said so those bid 
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documents will be submitted to the attorney and upon review of 
the attorney – Mr. Sawicki said yes, prior to sending them out. 
A motion to put out bids for the refuse and recycling collection 
container service area subject to the review and approval of the 
Village attorney prior to them being sent out was made by 
Trustee Hagen, seconded by Trustee Morris. Upon vote, the motion 
was carried. 
 
Mr. Sawicki said the second bid is the Phase I sanitary sewer 
abatement project. The Phase I sanitary sewer abatement project 
is a NYS DEC consent order requirement. The Village requested 
relief from the DEC of 14 months from the original project 
implementation schedule. This relief was granted. A notice to 
proceed must be issued by June, 2016. Phase I consists of two 
projects. The first project is approximately 900 linear feet of 
sanitary sewer replacement along James Street. The second 
project consists of approximately 4300 linear feet of cast in 
place liner. Liners will be installed in portions of existing 
sanitary sewer mains on Oakdale Manor, Boulevard, James Street, 
Forest Drive, Woodland Drive, Lafayette Avenue, Vista Way and 
Sunset Drive. And as they discussed the project to the 
contractor that bid the work last year was willing to hold their 
price. So they only need to rebid Project I which is the sewer 
replacement. So he is requesting authorization to advertise bids 
for Phase I, Project I sanitary sewer abatement project. Bids 
would be due on March 24, 2016 at 2:00 p.m. The Mayor said he 
moves to go out to bid for 900 linear feet of sewer replacement 
on James Street. That is Project I. Subject to the review and 
approval of the Village Attorney. The motion was made by Trustee 
Morris, seconded by Trustee Hagen. Upon vote, the motion was 
carried.  
 
Mr. Sawicki said the third advertised bid is for water 
department chemicals. He said he is requesting authorization to 
advertise bids for water department chemicals. Bids will be due 
March 18, 2016 at 3:00 p.m. The Mayor said he moves that the bid 
for the water department chemicals, due back March 18, 2016 at 
3:00 p.m. subject to the review and approval of the Village 
Attorney. A motion was made by Trustee Morris, seconded by 
Trustee Hagen. Attorney Kraushaar said that he thinks what they 
talked about was also, at the same time, to look and see whether 
or not we can piggy back on other municipalities that also go 
out to bid on this. Mr. Sawicki said we will do that. We will 
look at all – Attorney Kraushaar said the Village of Nyack – Mr. 
Sawicki said we will look at the local municipal bid list that 
might be applicable. Attorney Kraushaar said okay. As part of 
this process can you do that and give feedback to the Board on 
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whether or not you were successful with that or what their 
prices were if you were successful. Mr. Sawicki said yes, he 
thinks we have here a different process where he can publicly 
advertise. Those bids would come back as sealed bids. And the 
other municipal bids are a public record and we could see what’s 
there. Attorney Kraushaar said and then we can weigh it. Upon 
vote, the motion was carried. 
 
B) Training: 
 
Mr. Sawicki said he understands that the Village Attorney is 
going to be doing a resolution for the training and for surplus 
equipment. Is that correct? The Mayor said yes. Attorney 
Kraushaar said he already did it. 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 8, 2016 
 

 A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING CHARLES SAWICKI TO ATTEND AND BE 
REIMBURSED FOR ATTENDING THE STORMWATER MANAGEMENT TRAINING IN 
MIDDLETOWN, NY MARCH 24, 2016 
 
 WHEREAS, the Village Board adopted Resolution No. 27, 2015 
authorizing attendance at Municipal Conferences at its re-
organization meeting on December 7, 2015 with prior approval by 
the Board of Trustees, and; 
 
 WHEREAS, Charles Sawicki wishes to attend the Stormwater 
Management Training offered by Cornell Cooperative Extension 
March 24, 2016 in Middletown, NY. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Trustees 
of the Village of Suffern hereby authorizes Charles Sawicki to 
attend the Stormwater Management Training in Middletown, NY, at 
a cost of $250 (prepaid by the Village) and his tolls upon 
submission of a voucher with supporting documentation with the 
Village Clerk. 
 
The Mayor said he moves the resolution authorizing Mr. Charles 
Sawicki to attend and be reimbursed for attending the Stormwater 
Management Training in Middletown, New York on March 24, 2016. 
The motion was moved by Trustee Morris, seconded by Trustee 
Hagen. Upon vote, the motion was carried. 
 

RESOLUTION NO.  7, 2016 
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 RESOLVED, that the Village Board declares the following 
equipment as surplus: 
 
  1 - 2003 Ford C.V. (Needs Transmission) 
 
  1 - Toro Riding 48" Mower 
 
  1 - 1994 Jeep Wrangler with Plow 
 
  1 - Dirt Screener 
 
  3 - 7. horsepower slip ring G.E. motors 
 
  3 - 15 horsepower slip ring G.E. motors 
 
  1 - Rodder trailer unit 
 
  1 - Road saw gas power walk behind 
 
  1 - 1989 Spartan/Saulsbury EQ, VIN #1S9BT9B05KC185012 
 
The Mayor said he moves that we declare the following Village 
equipment as surplus: 2003 Ford Crown Victoria, 1 tall riding 
mower, 1 94 Jeep Wrangler, 1 dirt screener, 3 7hp slip ring GE 
motors, 3 15hp slip ring GE motors, 1 rodder trailer unit, 1 
roadsaw gas powered walk-behind, 1 1989 Spartan Saulsbury EQ, 
vin # 1S9BT9B05KC185012. A motion to surplus that equipment was 
made by Trustee Hagen, seconded by Trustee Russo. Upon vote, the 
motion was carried. 
 
Attorney Kraushaar said just for the general public’s 
information. What happens with surplus equipment is that the 
Village goes on to websites that sell municipal equipment and if 
sold it goes back into the general fund. So hopefully we can 
make some money on this. The Mayor said while Mr. Sawicki is up 
he just wanted to mention the DPW did a fantastic job on the 
snow removal and clearing the streets and keeping the roads safe 
in the Village of Suffern. He said he thinks they did a great 
job. They worked very hard around the clock – many hours 
involved. The Village residents did call and acknowledge the 
fact that they did a great job. So thank you very much. 
 
VILLAGE CLERK: 
 
A) Approval of Minutes of Organization Meeting – December 7, 
2015: 
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Village Clerk Virginia Menschner asked for approval of the 
minutes of the Organization meeting December 7, 2015. A motion 
approving the minutes was made by Trustee Hagen, seconded by 
Trustee Morris. Upon vote, the motion was carried, with Trustee 
Russo abstaining since he was not a Board member at that time. 
 
B) Approval of Minutes of Regular Board Meeting – December 7, 
2015: 
 
The Village Clerk said approval of the minutes of the regular 
Board meeting of December 7, 2015. A motion approving the 
minutes was made by Trustee Morris, seconded by Trustee Hagen. 
Upon vote, the motion was carried, with Trustee Russo 
abstaining. 
 
C) Approval of Minutes of Regular Board Meeting – January 4 
2016: 
 
Ms. Menschner requested approval of the minutes of the regular 
Board meeting of January 4, 2016. A motion approving the minutes 
was made by Trustee Morris, seconded by Trustee Hagen. Upon 
vote, the motion was carried with Trustee Russo abstaining. 
 
D) Recommendation from Planning Board – 175 Lafayette – Zone 
Change – Set Public Hearing: 
 
The Village Clerk said this was a recommendation from the 
Planning Board for 175 Lafayette zone change. She said we do 
have to set a public hearing. The Mayor said okay. Let’s set a 
public hearing for 7:50 on March 7. Attorney Kraushaar said you 
can do that but this will be subject to a GML review by the 
county – the Village Clerk said we have that – Attorney 
Kraushaar said excuse me? The Village Clerk said the county 
planning Board? We have that. Attorney Kraushaar said no. We 
actually – on the zone change. You have it probably from one 
that was directed to the planning board and they have 35 days 
from the day that the plans are sent to them to respond. You can 
still have the public hearing that night but even if everything 
was perfect you couldn’t vote on it unless you have a GML. But 
that’s fine to set it. He just wanted to make that clear for the 
record. The motion to set it was made by Trustee Morris, 
seconded by Trustee Hagen. Upon vote, the motion was carried. 
 
FINANCE DEPARTMENT: 
 
Mr. Michael Genito said good evening to the Mayor and Board and 
welcomed Mr. Russo. Mr. Genito said the report today is that the 
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first phase of the budget process, the internal process, has 
come to a completion. The department heads have handed in their 
various requests which are now being reviewed and discussed with 
the department heads at which point then we will meet with the 
Mayor and the department heads and other Trustees to discuss 
specifics about the budget. On the other issue is the bids that 
are going to be going out and the notice to proceed in June for 
the sewer project that will obviously have to be funded and 
initially at the time when the bids are awarded and we know how 
much will be spent we will get a resolution from our bond 
counsel to authorize bonding. Now, you would authorize that 
whether we issue the debt ourselves or are able to acquire debt 
through another agency of the state and the one that we think of 
here is the NYS Environmental Facilities Corp. He said he knows 
that Fred Rella had worked hard on trying to get us a break on 
the interest by submitting a request to the EFC, as it is known, 
and he believes we missed it by only a few points – 0 interest. 
Mr. Genito said to let him explain that very briefly. He said 
the Environmental Facilities Corp. has two types of financing 
that they can offer us for clean water or drinking water grants 
under the Clean Water/Clean Air Bond Act. One of those is where 
if we meet a certain threshold of points and there is enough 
funding available from the EFC that year then they would grant 
us 0% short term financing until we finalize it into a bond and 
then the rate that we would get is a 50% subsidy payment against 
the interest at a AAA rate which is quite remarkable in terms of 
how much money you save over time. He said even if we did not 
make the points, however, we can also avail ourselves as what is 
known as market rate financing through the EFC where we are able 
to take advantage of their AAA rate for the financing and even 
though it is more than the subsidy rate that we would get it is 
still a substantial savings over what we would be able to get on 
our own. So either way we are working towards that and he has to 
say that even though we did not make the points by the time this 
project is underway or being completed it may be possible that 
the threshold is lowered by others in the program that don’t 
need the money right away and the EFC can reallocate those 
funds. And we are very close if he is not mistaken – 2 points 
away from a score of 84 or something like that. Mr. Rella said 2 
points away – we scored 41 and we had to be 43. The Mayor asked 
how would we be made aware if that did take place – the 
threshold being lowered. Mr. Genito said the EFC would contact 
us. Basically what would happen is this. Let us say that there 
is a large municipality or county out there that has a large 
funding available to it through the EFC and they met that score 
line. If they were to tell the EFC that they did not need all of 
that money this year or the year that we needed it for our 
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project, the EFC would release those funds and bring that line 
downward and we would be notified by them that we are now within 
the score range. And they would ask us do we still wish to avail 
ourselves of that financing. And of course our answer would be 
yes. But that is one of the things we are hoping for. And even 
if you didn’t get it you would still get the AAA bonding. Either 
way it is a win/win for us by applying for that. And any of our 
projects going into the future involving water or sewer can both 
be financed through the EFC at that AAA rate at the very least, 
which will be a great rate to have and they also manage all of 
the financing process, although we have to contact bond counsel 
and get a bond resolution done for this they handle all of the 
other financing issues associated with the bond. The Mayor asked 
if there was an associated cost with going through the 
Environmental Facilities Corporation as opposed to the usual 
bonding process. Mr. Genito said there is a cost either way. If 
we were to do our own bonding we would have to go through bond 
counsel costs and financial advisors costs as well as other 
costs to print things like official statements. We would have to 
get a Moody’s rating – a rating from one of the credit rating 
agencies, typically Moody’s in our case. All of these things add 
to the cost of issuing the debt. What the EFC does is they have 
a flat rate that they estimate at 2.9% which covers all of the 
financing costs – again, except for our own bond counsel’s bond 
resolution – and they roll that into the financing amount to be 
borrowed. If you don’t pay it up front you pay it over the 
course of the bond. Typically the bonds that they have been 
issuing lately are 25 year bonds and they regulate how many 
years those bonds can be issued. It is a state-wide program. In 
any event, it is good for any of our water or sewer projects. 
The Mayor said and this is the first year that we are taking 
advantage of it. Mr. Genito said he is not sure if we – he said 
that we don’t have any current outstanding bonds through the 
EFC. The Mayor said right. Mr. Genito said he doesn’t know if 
the Village ever did it in the past. The Mayor said it sounds 
like a great program. Trustee Morris said just a point of 
information – the last time the Village availed itself was in 
2006 with the EFC. He said we started to submit one in 2012, he 
believes, when the consent order was first promulgated and it 
wasn’t followed up on so the first active bond was in 2006. Mr. 
Genito said in 2006 – he doesn’t know that they actually 
consummated that deal though – did they? Because there are no 
outstanding bonds with the EFC in the Village’s name right now. 
He said they may have applied for it and not followed through. 
Or they might have not been able to score within the points and 
get the beneficial financing and didn’t avail themselves of the 
AAA rating at the time. The Mayor said this is a great program 
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to take advantage of. Mr. Genito said absolutely. The Mayor said 
for the cost savings, just so the public knows. He thanked Mr. 
Genito. 
 
AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION: 
 
The Mayor said at this time we will open the audience 
participation section up to the public. He asked if anyone from 
the public would like to speak. 
 
Attorney Kraushaar said name and address for the record for 
anyone who speaks. 
 
Joe Maraglino of 65 Wayne Avenue said he would just like to say 
at first thank you to the Department of Public Works. They came 
on Wayne Avenue – they cleaned up underneath the Thruway 
overpass, they cleaned up all of that overhanging brush. They 
spent a lot of time cleaning things up and it came out beautiful 
guys - thank you. He appreciates it. He said it has been an 
eyesore for many, many years. It’s been around for a while. It 
is the type of thing that in the springtime or summertime you 
may have to use some herbicide to keep it at bay if possible.  
 
Mr. Maraglino said the second thing he would like to talk about 
is that he travels down Washington Avenue a lot and he always 
hits the light like everyone else does at the corner of 
Washington and Lafayette Avenue. And the traffic around 4 
o’clock gets very busy. Everybody is coming up. Cars build up. 
It is expected. It is a single lane. He said he wanted to know 
since you are in touch with the DOT a lot – why don’t we talk to 
them and see if we can get a light – a delayed green light, 
especially for the people – let the people from Washington 
Avenue going southbound have the right away first for about 5 or 
10 seconds to alleviate some of that left hand turn traffic. Let 
them go. It would help a lot. Because believe him sometimes you 
are seated at that light for three or four times that it turns. 
It is a long time. He is not saying expanding the street for any 
chance – if you try to take property from the park you don’t 
really want to do that and there is a parking lot on the other 
side. But in his opinion maybe a delayed green would help. He 
said in closing he thinks he mentioned this once before. The 
parking area, where they just finished that new building on 
Lafayette Avenue – the municipal parking lot – it does get beat 
up in certain areas back there. It is a little bit of a hazard 
walking around. There are potholes all over the place. And he 
knows it is wintertime and he knows that in the future when the 
weather gets warmer and the asphalt plants open maybe we could 
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get something done about that. Other than that, thank you for 
your time. The Mayor thanked him. 
 
Michael Curley of 84 Orange Avenue said he guesses he wants to 
talk about what he feels is probably the biggest thing the 
Village has going on right now and that is what he considers the 
Novartis property. He said last year sometime he mentioned that 
maybe we should consider setting up some sort of special group 
or board and he knows that Mr. Kraushaar is well schooled in 
zoning and things like that but where he would call preemptive 
and proactive where right now you have a couple of different 
people looking at that property. He said let’s call it rumors 
with even more coming on board to buy that property. He said 
this Board early on – not this Board maybe – Mr. Hagen you have 
three years on and Mr. Morris and Mr. Markunas you have two 
years on – and Ms. Hertzman has 57 days and Mr. Russo has 1 day. 
So what he is saying is that we already – the Town of Ramapo has 
already lowered the assessment on that property – he has talked 
to people in the town – from 14 million dollars to 9 million 
dollars. The Village of Suffern has lost probably over 500,000. 
He said he feels we have to jump in now and stay ahead of it so 
when the planning does come – just as before someone had said a 
letter, a GML letter from the county – but now the Village has 
to get one for the zone change or what – he would just like to 
suggest that we set up a board. He said he doesn’t even know if 
they would take you – it is a major national realty company 
doing the deal. And they may not even want to be bothered with 
you. But they may – if the condition is you set up a board – Mr. 
Kraushaar of course, and Mr. Conlee is more than qualified and 
he would have to even say Mr. Genito – he is a very tenacious 
guy. And he thinks you put a board there together and you sign 
confidentiality statements so when the deal is done, boom, you 
run with it. Because losing that – whatever that number is and 
you may know better than him exactly – but losing what he 
understands from the town – the Village of Suffern lost $500,000 
in tax revenue because of that – because the Town of Ramapo 
because unilaterally they are our assessors made a deal with 
Novartis. And he is not judging whether that deal was right or 
wrong. He is not saying that anybody did anything wrong. But he 
knows that $500,000 hurts the taxpayers of this Village. So as 
he had suggested before – it is a commercial property and what 
you consider doing is breaking that property up into four – or 
whatever that may be – but he thinks it is important to let 
whoever is coming in that we are building friendly. Responsible 
building friendly and he thinks we have to access that quickly 
and he would hate to see that 14 to 9 go to 7. And it may not be 
hurtful to the Town of Ramapo. It is hurtful to the Village of 
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Suffern. And again he feels Mr. Kraushaar is qualified and the 
other people. Whatever you think. It is not a thing that is 
normally done in a real estate deal. You don’t go making a deal 
ahead of time. He is saying because of the position of financial 
distress it can put us in he thinks we should consider thinking 
out of a different box. Working together. The Mayor said that 
just so Mr. Curley knows – he said that we have – the Village 
Board – and the Mayor definitely has been in contact with the 
county executive, Ed Day, the Rockland County Development 
Corporation, the IDC, Supervisor St. Lawrence, numerous people 
at Novartis and they are keeping that deal very close to the 
best – Kushman and Wakefield are the realtors. He said we did 
lose a lot of – the assessed value has been lowered. He said we 
are also losing valuable water and sewer revenue. It is 
something that we are looking at very closely. So just so the 
public knows that we are concerned and we are following up and 
trying to determine what is going on with that property. 
 
Attorney Kraushaar said more globally, Mr. Curley, he said he 
doesn’t think Mr. Curley has been to the last two meetings but 
we have been discussing – Mr. Curley said thank you for noticing 
– Mr. Kraushaar said he hates mentioning all these precedents 
but they give bench marks to all of these things but the last 
time the Village of Suffern did a comprehensive plan Jimmy 
Carter was president. But that is another thing that is a 
priority of this Board – to come up and that would include 
obviously the Novartis property, the Avon property – any other 
areas within the Village – even areas that don’t have this 
distress or have already been built up. So that is something 
that you will see occurring here. And it has to start with a 
comprehensive plan and then you adopt zoning based in conformity 
with that comprehensive plan. So that will be done and that will 
be done soon. Mr. Curley said he understands that. Attorney 
Kraushaar said the effort will be starting soon. Mr. Curley said 
just on this one project alone – if there is a way the Mayor 
could reach out and ask to sign confidentiality statements – the 
Village of Suffern recognizes that you are going to be doing it 
responsibly so if you have a certain team there – it is not a 
usual thing done but it can be done. Like the realtor signs it 
and the people looking at it sign it. He is just saying – so we 
are ahead on it. Because they go and they make their deal they 
are still at 9 million and the town goes and lowers it 
unilaterally. He said with all respect due – you are on the 
Board – he said he doesn’t think they came to you and said hey, 
we are lowering this. He said he doesn’t know. He never heard 
about it. So he assumes it wasn’t done and they didn’t come and 
tell you. They just went and did it. They made a deal. Maybe a 
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responsible deal. He is not trying to pull the deal apart. But 
more importantly, let’s sell the water. The Mayor said that is 
very important also – selling the water. But going back to his 
point is they are in negotiation and they continue negotiations. 
The reduction in the tax value is very concerning to the Village 
of Suffern and he hears everything that he said. And thank you. 
Mr. Curley thanked them. 
 
Al D’Ambrosio of 4 Cross Street said he is only bringing a small 
item up dealing with the traffic circle right by the Catholic 
Church there and Washington Avenue. And he is not sure if he is 
complimenting what has already been said or he is adding his own 
thought on that because it is important. Where it is if we made 
a circle going around either way or we are just coming down 
Washington Avenue, yes. Coming on Washington Avenue to that 
circle. He said we notice there is an amount of traffic that is 
trying to do both – left, straight and right always. But there 
is no divider really that says why don’t you hug the left and 
you hug the right and that simple line, regardless of a light or 
not – that simple line would make the difference so clear coming 
up to it – because people would honor it – they wouldn’t go 
across the dead center and then have a little traffic grid which 
we have happen a lot. It would make a difference. He said he 
thinks that little traffic line going up there at that point 
would make the difference where people could go left – only 
those in the left go in there – and those in the right would go 
straight or to the right – because it is very clear it is one or 
the other. That is one point. Mr. D’Ambrosio said the second 
point is – and this is for the general audience and this is not 
necessarily for you wonderful gentlemen and ladies – he was 
thinking of a good way that the town of Suffern could make some 
money. And it is a nice one. You will all love it. He said on 
his street, Cross Street, oft times he notices, still notices, 
there are lapses in between, that there are about six to eight 
cars which do like to park there. He said he even had the 
delightful moment where he talked to one of the participants who 
drives and was in the car and was caught in a snow bank and 
couldn’t get out and he had to teach her how to get out. And he 
did that but he told her that she was illegally parked there. 
And she was gracious and she was happy because he made a friend 
and he did a good deed at the same time. So his point being – we 
can enforce tickets on these people. If there are six to eight 
of them it could happen that we could make more money.  
 
Paul Gerard of 2 Cross Street said he wanted to turn it back to 
a little bit of what Mike was talking about. He said we all got 
our Ramapo and county tax bill – we paid those a couple of days 
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ago. The county went up 33% and the Town of Ramapo went up 16% 
so ouch. And people are saying why is this moron coming to the 
Village Board and complaining about county and town taxes. He 
said well, we probably are the ones that probably have the same 
folks here paying that bill and this is probably the only Board 
that has a vested interest in bringing this number down and if 
we don’t – we know that at the town there is quite a big voting 
block which seems to get everyone re-elected every year so we 
don’t really have much of a voice over there. But over here it 
is now up to almost 1.6 million dollars that Suffern residents 
are paying to the Town of Ramapo – up from 1.4 that we had last 
year. So it begs the question of, and this kind of falls in line 
with what Mr. Curley said about thinking out of the box and also 
what Mr. Kraushaar talked about which is a comprehensive plan 
and whether or not Suffern possibly becoming a city could be 
part of that comprehensive plan. He said our general town tax 
rate went from 9.62 per 1000 – that was the last tax bill – and 
now it is 11.3 so that is the jump. Mr. Gerard said that 
translates into about $160,000 that the Village residents here 
are paying to the Town of Ramapo and that is not talking about 
paying for their police, because we have our own, not paying for 
the sewer, because we have our own, not for the DPW, because we 
have our own. But there are a whole bunch of other things that 
we are paying for and we have our own. Like parks maintenance – 
he said to let him back up. He said the amount the town taxes 
went up is 2.6 million dollars. So again, that is not including 
police, DPW, and all that other stuff. But 2.6 million dollars 
more that the cost of the town – they raised the rates on the 
golf course – something hardly any of us use. The town attorney 
– we have our own. He just mentioned the parks – we have our 
own. Hospital and medical insurance – we already pay that in our 
own tax bill. He said you can go right down the line – the pool 
in Spook Rock. All these things that we continue to pay for the 
town and we don’t use them – we don’t get anything out of them. 
We already have our own. So we did talk about – we did talk with 
Mr. Markunas and Mr. Morris a couple of months ago about what we 
can do to kind of move this along. So is there any update to 
what we talked about – maybe having somebody take a harder look 
at this and whether or not this is a viable plan to pursue. 
 
Trustee Morris said we sent a letter to Iona College to the 
Hagan Business school and we requested – he said to take on a 
project of this size involves accountants and legal costs and it 
is a fairly expensive project to take on. And we really don’t 
have the financial resources to do it. So what we have done – 
again, we are not smart enough to figure out if it is viable or 
not – so what we have done is reached out to right now and we 
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are waiting for a response from Iona College to see whether or 
not they would be interested in donating their expertise as a 
research project for one of their classes. So we are waiting for 
a response from them. He said we previously had someone up at 
West Point who will also take on these kind of projects. 
Unfortunately, the commanding officer there retired and he was a 
driving force for this project. So the new boss took over and 
once we hear definitively from Iona – if they say yes, great, we 
will pursue it with them. If they say they can’t then we are 
going to approach West Point and see if we can get a favorable 
response from them. 
 
Attorney Kraushaar said he would like to also add something to 
this. He said he worked many, many years ago for a really great 
public servant by the name of Sam Abate and he looked into 
forming a city – probably thirty years ago – with Hillburn, 
Sloatsburg, and he believes Suffern and he found roadblocks at 
every step of the way and he was not the type of person that use 
to give up with roadblocks. He said he is doing this from memory 
but he thinks it would require the approval of not only the 
State Legislature, but the County Legislature, the town, the 
County Executive, a whole entire system called the charter and 
he can’t recall the last time a city was formed in the state of 
New York and he is sure the greater minds than us came up with 
this idea many, many times over the years since the last city 
was created. And he thinks they found the same roadblocks. Not 
to say that we just automatically give up. But he does want to 
point out that this is not the first time a village has tried in 
Rockland County. The obstacles were too great and that it was 
ultimately a panacea. So while it is certainly something we can 
look at he thinks that we for now have to deal with the cards 
that we have and try to figure out ways of reducing expenses, 
coming up with additional revenue sources. Really thinking 
outside the box and trying new things that we haven’t tried 
before. He said he would give an example. He said he was 
involved in the sale of cell tower leases in Clarkstown that 
just closed about a month ago where they got 1.75 million 
dollars from a cell provider for a tower they didn’t even own – 
it just happened to be on town property. He said we have a cell 
tower that you probably don’t even know about sitting on the 
front lawn of Village Hall. Maybe there is a possibility there. 
So he doesn’t know that it is a foregone conclusion that that 
can’t be done but we have to deal with what we have facing us 
now. That is something that he doesn’t think is a short-term 
solution. It may be something way down the road. 
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Mr. Gerard said he agrees that it is not a short-term solution 
but you were talking about some kind of a comprehensive plan and 
he would hope that we would be able to find somebody – maybe it 
is at Iona, maybe it is somewhere else. But if somebody could 
take a hard look at this before we – Attorney Kraushaar said yes 
and just to be fair – he said let him add this to the equation. 
The governor wants consolidation. That is something that didn’t 
exist back when Mr. Abate was looking into it. So maybe in that 
frame of reference times have changed. So he doesn’t want to 
completely foreclose it but he still thinks you need the 
approval of a lot of entities that aren’t going to be so happy 
to see us go. Mr. Gerard said he agrees. He said he knows you 
need state approval. And he is not sure about the town because 
that would seem like a conflict for them to be able to approve 
it or disapprove it. But he doesn’t know.  
 
Mr. Gerard said okay. The other thing he wanted to check is in 
what he has looked at and what he has stumbled upon in looking 
into this a little bit, and he thinks we might have touched on 
it a little bit in his conversation with Mr. Markunas and Mr. 
Morris is that this is related to some of the sidewalk projects 
that we have pending. He asked if we could make sure that part 
of those projects – in some of the literature he read on this it 
seemed to indicate or allude to the fact that curbs are part – 
curbs that are on state roads are part of the road and are the 
state’s responsibility versus the sidewalk. So where we have 
these couple of projects – he doesn’t know if anybody has looked 
– the Mayor said he believes Mr. Sawicki does have detail on the 
curbs on the state road versus – Mr. Gerard asked if we were 
responsible for those. The Mayor said Mr. Sawicki can make it a 
little more clear. Mr. Sawicki said unfortunately the DOT only 
wants to take ownership and responsibility for the paving so the 
inside base of the curb – that excludes the curb, sidewalks and 
anything else in the right of way. So we are unfortunately stuck 
with it. The Mayor and Mr. Gerard thanked him.  
 
The Mayor said to Mr. Gerard and to the audience also that upon 
our discussion that we had we did follow up with NYCOM, we did 
call NYCOM, we inquired about the Village possibility of 
becoming a city. They did provide a lot of detail and it seemed 
very challenging. And as our attorney alluded to is right now 
what we really need to do, and Mr. Curley also, think outside 
the box. Try to enhance our revenue, try to sell our water, try 
to redevelop Suffern and try to get back on track. Not 
dismissing anything he said about the city of Suffern but there 
are a lot of challenges ahead of us and that is what we are 
trying to tackle so everyone knows. 
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VILLAGE ATTORNEY: 
 
Attorney Dan Kraushaar had nothing to report. 
 
TRUSTEES: 
 
Trustee Morris said that he thinks we should point out that we 
have taken steps to reopen talks concerning the sale of water 
from our facility which we hope will come to fruition and 
provide a nice sizeable piece of change every month. Again we 
are looking at the city issue but as Dan was talking about it 
the last one that was successfully done was in 1943.  
 
MAYOR: 
 
A) Village Military Leave Policy: 
 
The Mayor said he would like to move a resolution revising 
Resolution 4, 2016 with regard to the Military Leave of Absence 
policy for the Village of Suffern. The Mayor said he would read 
it: 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 9, 2016 
 

 A Resolution revising Resolution No. 4 of 2016 with regard 
to a Military Leave of Absence Policy for the Village of 
Suffern. 
 
I. Purpose 
 The Village Board of Suffern wishes to demonstrate its 
commitment to protecting the job rights of its employees who are 
ordered to active military service and protecting our nation at 
great sacrifice individually and to their families. 
 
II. Eligibility 
 Suffern Village employees are hereby entitled to a leave of 
absence for the purpose of the performance of ordered military 
duty consistent with §242 of the Military Law of the State of 
New York, but exceeding the time limitations provided therein. 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED that for the period of absence in any 
calendar year any eligible employee as defined under Military 
Law of the State of New York in addition to full pay during a 
total of thirty days or twenty two working days, whichever is 
greater, shall also be entitled to the salary differential 
between their Village salary and their military pay for a period 
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or periods not exceeding a total of an additional sixty days. 
The term salary shall include only the employee’s basis salary 
plus longevity. Ordered military duty shall not include duty for 
which the employee volunteered. The employee must submit a copy 
of his or her deployment orders and a copy of his or her leave 
prior to deployment and earnings statement to the Village Clerk 
(prior to being eligible for the additional period beyond the 
first 30 days). 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that during the time an eligible 
employee is receiving the salary provided under the military law 
and the differential provided hereunder for up to an additional 
60 days, said employee shall also receive continued health, and 
dental coverages, and it is further 
 
 RESOLVED, that an injury or disability suffered by such 
employee of the Village of Suffern during any period of military 
service shall not constitute an accident arising in the course 
of Village employment, or in the performance of duty on behalf 
of the Village, and it is further 
 
 RESOLVED, that prior to leaving for military service, if 
such employee be an officer with the Suffern Police Department, 
that the employee shall secure any Village issued weapon and his 
or her badge in a manner that satisfies the Chief of Police for 
the Village of Suffern. 
 
 RESOLVED, that the within does not constitute a policy or 
practice of the Village of Suffern, nor shall this resolution 
result in an expansion of the terms and conditions of employment 
of the employees of the Village of Suffern and the salary 
differential hereby granted such employees may be terminated at 
any time in the sole and absolute discretion of the Suffern 
Village Board, and it is further 
 
 RESOLVED, that this resolution shall take effect 
immediately and shall be retroactive to December 4, 2015 nonc 
pro tunc. 
 
The Mayor said this was a very difficult – not difficult – but 
intense policy to develop. He said we took many municipalities 
policies in place and we compared them and we developed our own 
policy fitting to be recognized in the Village of Suffern and it 
pertains to each individual union. It is not just for the police 
department – it is for all of the unions at hand. So it affects 
all Village employees. The Mayor said he moves this resolution 
to revise Resolution No. 4, 2016 with regard to military leave 
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absence policy for the Village of Suffern. The motion was 
seconded by Trustee Morris and Trustee Hagen. Upon vote, the 
motion was carried. 
 
B) Resolution – Mayor to attend Winter Legislative Meeting in 
Albany: 
 
The Mayor said he would move a resolution for the Mayor to 
attend and be reimbursed for attending the NYCOM Legislative 
Conference in Albany, New York February 7 through 9, 2016. 
 

RESOLUTION NO.  10, 2016 
 
 
 

 A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO ATTEND AND BE 
REIMBURSED FOR ATTENDING THE NYCOM LEGISLATIVE CONFERENCE IN 
ALBANY, NY FEBRUARY 7-9, 2016. 
 
 WHEREAS, the Village Board adopted a resolution authorizing 
attendance at Municipal Conferences at its re-organization 
meeting on December 7, 2015 with prior approval by the Board of 
Trustees, and; 
 
 WHEREAS, the Mayor wishes to attend the NYCOM Legislation 
Conference in Albany, NY on February 7-9, 2016 which has a class 
agenda relevant to the challenges facing the Village. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Trustees 
of the Village of Suffern hereby authorizes the Mayor to attend 
the NYCOM Conference on February 7-9, and considered with the 
above referenced resolution agrees to reimburse him for his 
costs incurred in attending said conference including course 
fees, hotel accommodations, meal allowance, tolls and mileage 
upon submission of a voucher with supporting documentation with 
the Village Clerk. 
 
A motion authorizing the resolution was made by Trustee Morris, 
seconded by Trustee Hagen. Upon vote, the motion was carried. 
 
C) Request – Suffern Chamber of Commerce – Street Fair, Beer 
Garden and Wine Tasting and Car Show: 
 
Mr. Aurelius Licata of 96 Lafayette Avenue said they are 
planning on their first and only Street Fair. They haven’t 
gotten to the second one yet. It is going to hopefully be April 
17 – similar to the others. They are asking for the Beer Garden 
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again and they have their Classic Car Show to go along with it. 
It is pretty much the same as last year. He said they do have 
some more volunteers this year. And they are hopefully going to 
add some more arts and crafts vendors. It has been a difficult 
task for one or two people to do and they have some new blood 
this year so some new ideas and hopefully they are going to 
bring about a better show. 
 
Trustee Hagen asked if there were any incidents arising out of 
that Beer Garden. Mr. Licata said absolutely not. The Mayor said 
he knows during the Beer Garden we required or we are required 
to issue specific insurance dealing – Mr. Licata said they 
complied with all Certificates of Insurance last year and they 
will plan on doing that this year.  
 
The Mayor said he would move that the Suffern Chamber of 
Commerce be authorized to hold the Suffern Chamber of Commerce 
Street Fair April 17, 2016 subject to approval of all applicable 
insurance certificates. The motion was made by Trustee Morris, 
seconded by Trustee Hertzman. Upon vote, the motion was carried. 
 
A motion to adjourn the meeting at 9:30 p.m. was made by Trustee 
Morris, seconded by Trustee Hagen. Upon vote, the motion was 
carried. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 


