
 

Village Board Organizational Meeting
December 5, 2011

A Village Board organization meeting was held on the above date at
7:00 p.m. with the following members present:

PRESENT: Mayor Dagan LaCorte
Trustee Patricia Abato, Trustee Charles Falciglia
Trustee Jo Meegan-Corrigan, Trustee John Meehan

ALSO PRESENT: Virginia Menschner, Village Clerk
Terry Rice, Village Attorney

ABSENT: None

The Mayor welcomed everybody to the Village of Suffern
organizational meeting. He said we are going to start off tonight
with several elected officials being sworn in. The Mayor said he is
up first and Village Clerk Virginia Menschner is going to do the
honors.

Mayor LaCorte thanked Virginia for swearing him in and said it is
an honor to share this evening with someone who exemplifies all
that is great about Suffern. He said friends, family, Assemblywoman
Ellen Jaffee, residents of Suffern. It is an honor to be here
tonight taking the oath of office as Mayor of Suffern. It has been
a privilege serving as Mayor for the past two years. During this
time, the Village Board and he has accomplished a great deal.
Revamping the long-neglected sewer plant with a three million
dollar overhaul as well as bringing in new operations personnel.
Moving downtown revitalization forward with new crosswalks,
lighting and a five-year façade improvement program all paid for by
grant money. Embracing technology by adopting on-line bill
payments, streaming of Village Board meetings, and e-mail and text
communication systems with our Village residents. And stabilizing
our taxes with a less than 2.5 tax increase even though our pension
costs increased by over 40%. But more than all these
accomplishments, the greatest part of being Mayor is working with
all the fine employees of Suffern as well as serving the great
residents of this Village. The Mayor said he stood here two years
ago and spoke about how a community like Suffern was common fifty
years ago but a rarity in today’s day and age. And while some days
as Mayor, like any other job, are challenging his love of Suffern
has only grown. There is a line in the movie "Field of Dreams" when
one of the characters, speaking about how special his community is,
says "once a place like this touches you, the wind never blows so
cold again." That sentiment rings true of Suffern. This place and
its people are special. In the past two years we have enjoyed great
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times. Summers at the Suffern pool, Clifford Theater, concerts at
the gazebo and Suffern Day to name a few. We have also had our
share of tragedy. However, during these difficult times, our
Village is at its best. Suffern comes together to help one another
and as Mayor, it is an honor to be part of such a great community.
He said he promises to serve this Village with the same respect and
commitment he has had over the past two years. To work with not
only our supporters but with our critics to do what is best for
Suffern. He said our job as elected officials is to work for the
betterment of everyone in our community, not just those who share
our beliefs. Together there is nothing we can’t accomplish as a
community. Thank you.

Next Judge Richard Ackerson swore in Trustee Patricia Abato.
Trustee Abato said that the Mayor didn’t really leave her much to
say so she will just say what he said. But she did want to tell
them that she is very proud to serve this Village. The last four
years have been so wonderful working with the Board to bring this
Village forward to make great things happen here to continue great
programs, to have our Chief of Police, Clarke Osborn, continue to
keep our streets safe, to have Gail Curtin, who does such an
amazing job in providing so many wonderful opportunities for our
families to enjoy functions, our Chief Dan McInerney and all the
Chiefs and volunteers at the fire department who give each day so
much of themselves to protect our Village. We are so fortunate to
have all of our own services. We are so fortunate to have so many
people that care about this Village. We have so many people who
have sat in these seats and have moved on, like Ellen Jaffee,
continuing to care about Suffern, continuing to watch over Suffern.
And she thinks the most important thing is that we have kept the
family community charm of Suffern and she thinks that is the most
important part for us. So as we go forward in the next two years,
she is very excited about bringing forward so many more programs
and so many more opportunities for the Village. She looks forward
to working with Charles, our new Trustee, and the rest of the Board
and, of course, our residents. And she hopes they will all come out
to Village Board meetings, stay involved, keep your voice here and
heard. She thanked everybody very much.

At this point, the new Trustee, Charles Falciglia, was sworn in by
the Village Clerk. Trustee Falciglia thanked everybody. He jokingly
said he had to promise his kids a couple of bucks to get them up
there B that’s what happens when you have teenagers. Trustee
Falciglia said that he was humbled by the confidence the voters
placed in the ideas he proposed during the campaign. He said he has
to say that election day was one of the happiest days of his life,
not because he won, but because he could stop campaigning that
morning. He said he talked to about 500 residents and he got a real
flavor of what is on people’s minds in the Village and does it
vary. But the one underlying dominant factor was that we are all
the same person, people, and we all have the same cares and
concerns. One of his goals, and one of the reasons he ran is,
having been in the private sector for over 30 years, he is going to
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try to incorporate some private sector revenue strategies into the
public arena. He said he knows this will be challenging but small
municipalities, local governments, obviously the biggest concern is
taxes and the biggest concern is generating revenue. So that is
really where he is looking to focus his energies and attentions. As
one of his neighbors reminded him, you made a lot of promises. You
better deliver. But for tonight, they brought cannolis. And unlike
the movie, the "Godfather" movies, they are safe to eat. So please
enjoy them after the meeting.

The Mayor said we are going to go through our organizational
meeting, which should move pretty quickly, and then we have our
regular meeting which as well should hopefully move pretty quickly.

DESIGNATION OF MEETING DAY AND TIME:

The Village workshop meetings will be on the final Wednesday of the
month at 7:00 p.m. The Village Board meetings will be on the
following Monday at 7:30 p.m.

DESIGNATION OF OFFICIAL DEPOSITORIES:

A motion designating the official depositories for the Village of
Suffern are Chase Bank, Key Bank, Provident Bank, and TD Bank was
made by Trustee Abato, seconded by Trustee Meegan-Corrigan. Upon
vote, the motion was carried.

DESIGNATION OF OFFICIAL NEWSPAPERS:

The Mayor said the official newspaper would be the Journal News and
the Ramapo Times. A motion approving these was made by Trustee
Abato, seconded by Trustee Meegan-Corrigan. Upon vote, the motion
was carried.

DEPUTY MAYOR B 1 YEAR TERM:

The Mayor said this appointment is the Mayor’s appointment and he
was appointing Jo Meegan-Corrigan as Deputy Mayor for a one year
term.

VILLAGE CLERK B 1 YEAR TERM:

A motion confirming Virginia Menschner as Village Clerk was made by
Trustee Meehan, seconded by Trustee Meegan-Corrigan. Upon vote, the
motion was carried.

DEPUTY VILLAGE CLERK B 1 YEAR TERM:

A motion confirming Kathy Van Sickle as Deputy Village Clerk for a
one year term was made by Trustee Meehan, seconded by Trustee
Meegan-Corrigan. Upon vote, the motion was carried.

VILLAGE ATTORNEY - 1 YEAR TERM:
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A motion confirming Terry Rice as Village Attorney for a one year
term was made by Trustee Abato, seconded by Trustee Meegan-
Corrigan. Upon vote the motion was carried.

ASSISTANT VILLAGE ATTORNEY - 1 YEAR TERM:

A motion confirming Robert Magrino as Assistant Village Attorney
for a one year term was made by Trustee Meegan-Corrigan, seconded
by Trustee Abato. Upon vote, the motion was carried.

ACTING VILLAGE JUSTICE B 1 YEAR TERM:

A motion confirming Ernest Buonocore as Acting Village Justice for
a one year term was made by Trustee Abato, seconded by Trustee
Meegan-Corrigan. Upon vote, the motion was carried.

TAX COLLECTOR B 1 YEAR TERM:

A motion confirming Joanne Cioffi as Tax Collector for a one year
term was made by Trustee Abato, seconded by Trustee Meegan-
Corrigan. Upon vote, the motion was carried.

DEPUTY TAX COLLECTOR B 1 YEAR TERM:

A motion confirming Virginia Menschner as Deputy Tax Collector for
a one year term was made by Trustee Meehan, seconded by Trustee
Abato. Upon vote, the motion was carried.

TREASURER B 1 YEAR TERM:

A motion confirming Thomas Zordan as Treasurer for a one year term
was made by Trustee Abato, seconded by Trustee Meegan-Corrigan.
Upon vote, the motion was carried.

DEPUTY TREASURER B 1 YEAR TERM:

A motion confirming Barbara Cottiers as Deputy Treasurer for a one
year term was made by Trustee Meegan-Corrigan, seconded by Trustee
Abato. Upon vote, the motion was carried.

HISTORIAN B 1 YEAR TERM:

A motion confirming Craig Long as Village Historian for a one year
term was made by Trustee Meegan-Corrigan, seconded by Trustee
Abato. Upon vote, the motion was carried.

REGISTRAR B 1 YEAR TERM:

A motion confirming Lynne Bryant as Registrar for a one year term
was made by Trustee Meegan-Corrigan, seconded by Trustee Abato.
Upon vote, the motion was carried.

DEPUTY REGISTRAR B 1 YEAR TERM:
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A motion confirming Kathy Van Sickle as Deputy Registrar for a one
year term was made by Trustee Meegan-Corrigan, seconded by Trustee
Abato. Upon vote, the motion was carried.

SUB-REGISTRARS B 1 YEAR TERM:

A motion confirming Joanne Cioffi and Virginia Menschner as sub-
registrars for a one year term was made by Trustee Meehan, seconded
by Trustee Abato. Upon vote, the motion was carried.

ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS:

A motion confirming Barry Tesseyman as a member for a five-year
term was made by Trustee Abato, seconded by Trustee Meehan. Upon
vote, the motion was carried.

A motion confirming David Hamilton as an alternate member for a
one-year term was made by Trustee Meegan-Corrigan, seconded by
Trustee Abato. Upon vote, the motion was carried.

A motion confirming Henry Sussman as Chairman for a one year term
was made by Trustee Meegan-Corrigan, seconded by Trustee Abato.
Upon vote, the motion was carried.

PLANNING BOARD:

A motion confirming Alan Newman as a member for a five year term
was made by Trustee Abato, seconded by Trustee Meegan-Corrigan.
Upon vote, the motion was carried.

A motion confirming Robert Apple as an alternate member for a one-
year term was made by Trustee Abato, seconded by Trustee Meegan-
Corrigan. Upon vote, the motion was carried.

A motion confirming Frank Greenberg as an alternate member for a
one-year term was made by Trustee Abato, seconded by Trustee
Meegan-Corrigan. Upon vote, the motion was carried.

A motion confirming Paul Gdanski as Chairman for a one year term
was made by Trustee Meegan-Corrigan, seconded by Trustee Abato.
Upon vote, the motion was carried.

PARKING AUTHORITY:

A motion confirming Thomas DeBrock as a member for a five year term
was made by Trustee Abato, seconded by Trustee Meegan-Corrigan.
Upon vote, the motion was carried.

A motion confirming William Schoenleber as Chairman for a one year
term was made by Trustee Abato, seconded by Trustee Meegan-
Corrigan. Upon vote, the motion was carried, with Trustee Meehan
voting no.
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BOARD OF ETHICS:

A motion confirming Marilyn Rosenblaum as a member for a five year
term was made by Trustee Abato, seconded by Trustee Meegan-
Corrigan. Upon vote, the motion was carried.

A motion confirming Deborah Schoenleber as Chairman for a one year
term was made by Trustee Meegan-Corrigan, seconded by Trustee
Abato. Upon vote, the motion was carried.

ADVISORY BOARD ON CULTURE AND RECREATION:

The Mayor said this is his appointment for a one year term. The
Mayor read the names: Gail Curtin, Nancy Christopher, Louis
Ciaccio, Barbara Cottiers, Richard DeStefano, Heather Ford, Mary
Guccione, Lynn Limbrick, Daniel McInerney, Virginia Menschner,
Kevin Patwell, Denise Schultz, Jonathan Theodore and Kathy Van
Sickle. He thanked everyone for their continued hard work.

SEWER RENT APPEALS BOARD:

A motion confirming Scott Squaglia as a member for a three year
term was made by Trustee Abato, seconded by Trustee Meegan-
Corrigan. Upon vote, the motion was carried.

A motion confirming Dr. Stanley Leshen as Chairman for a one year
term was made by Trustee Abato, seconded by Trustee Meegan-
Corrigan. Upon vote, the motion was carried.

RECYCLING COMMITTEE:

The Mayor said this is also the Mayor’s appointment. He appointed
as members: Isabel Haggerty, Frank Hagen, Lois Hagen, Charles
Barone, Bruce Simon, Sandy Stead, Patsy Wooters and Sheila Foster.
The Mayor said he was also appointing as Chairman for a one year
term Bruce Simon. 

REPRESENTATIVE TO THE COMMUNITY FOUNDATION:

The Mayor appointed Trustee John Meehan as a representative to the
Community Foundation.

REPRESENTATIVE TO THE MAHWAH RIVER COMMITTEE:

The Mayor appointed Gerry Levitus as a representative to the Mahwah
River Committee.

RESOLUTION: RE: MILEAGE REIMBURSEMENT B 55.5 Cents Per Mile:

A motion approving the mileage reimbursement of 55.5 cents per mile
was made by Trustee Abato, seconded by Trustee Meehan.

AYES: Mayor Dagan LaCorte
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Trustee Charles Falciglia, Trustee Patricia Abato
Trustee Jo-Meegan Corrigan, Trustee John Meehan

NOES: None

ABSENT: None

A motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:28 p.m. was made by Trustee
Abato, seconded by Trustee Meegan-Corrigan. Upon vote, the motion
was carried.


