
Village Board Meeting
Monday, December 6, 2010 

A regular Village Board meeting was held on the above date at 7:30
p.m. with the following members present:

PRESENT: Mayor Dagan LaCorte
Trustee Bruce Simon, Trustee John Meehan
Trustee Jo Meegan-Corrigan

ALSO PRESENT: Virginia Menschner, Village Clerk
Terry Rice, Village Attorney

ABSENT: Trustee Patricia Abato

The Mayor welcomed everybody back after the organization meeting.

Set Dates for January Meetings:

The Mayor said first we are going to set the dates for the January
meetings. The workshop is Wednesday, December 29, 2010 at 7:00 p.m.
and the Board meeting is the following Monday, January 3, 2011 at
7:30 p.m.

FIRE DEPARTMENT:

Chief Dan McInerney said he had just one quick item B just an
update. The members of the Ladder Company Truck Committee are in
Wisconsin as he speaks. They are inspecting the new ladder truck.
If everything goes well, the truck will leave the factory next week
and we are hoping to have it in service by mid-January.

GRANT WRITER:

The Mayor said he thinks that everybody got a copy of the memo in
their boxes. The Mayor said just an update. The thing that they are
working on is that Fred, the grant writer, has been working very
closely with Carrine, who is our façade program administrator, in
terms of moving forward. They have all the properties mapped out.
All the landowners. They have taken an assessment of all the
properties and the next step is she is meeting with Joe Abate to
determine exactly the parameters of the project. As the Mayor
suggested to the Board, what he would like to propose is a 90%
grant, 10% contribution from the building owner. That way the 10%
that they contribute offsets the required 10% contribution that the
Village is supposed to make. So again, we are looking to get over
a million dollars, 1.5 million dollars, over the next five years to
re-do the facades in the downtown. This will really change the whole
look of the Village. Again, a lot of it is going to be sandblasting
the buildings down to the original brick B really making them
beautiful and repairing the facades. And if you look around in the
Village, there are some buildings that are really in need of it that
you know underneath the layers of paint or the wood that has been
put over them that they are beautiful buildings. And we are going
to be able to really make them beautiful and it is going to be a
great asset to this Village. So again, there is a lot of work
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involved in administering this program. Carrine is working closely
with Fred. And again we got a progress report sent to the Village
Board this week and hopefully within the next month there will be
a letter sent out to all the property owners and then we will hold
a meeting where we will speak to them about the specifics of the
program. So again we are very excited about this and he believes we
are on track to be able to do several buildings this coming summer
and fall when the 2011 money comes in.

CULTURE AND RECREATION:

Mrs. Gail Curtin said that on behalf of the recreation department
and the advisory board, they would like to first of all congratulate
and welcome Trustee Jo Meegan-Corrigan. And she thanks the Mayor for
reappointing and we look forward to working with the new appointee.

Since the last Village Board meeting, the 2010 Suffern Day Committee
had their wrap up meeting on Thursday, November 4. They had LEAD at
the community center on Friday, November 5, followed by working with
Trustee Meehan and the CSEA for Battery Saturday November 6. They
worked with the Chief of Police with the DARE Toy Drive Dinner Dance
Saturday, November 13. And they worked with the LIONS Club and Good
Samaritan Hospital in once again hosting a blood drive at the
community center on Tuesday, November 16. There was a DARE Dance at
the center on Friday, November 19. And as most of the Board knows,
they had the Holiday Lighting and welcomed the Village of Suffern
Santa to the Village last Thursday, December 2. They had LEAD the
following night, Friday, December 3. And yesterday in this room,
still looking very festive, they were honored to have a Pearl Harbor
Survivor with them at the Annual Commemoration. 

Under general, Mrs. Curtin said that she would like to just briefly
mention and then ask Mayor LaCorte to elaborate. The recreation
department has for the past five or six years been giving the
children in our community the opportunity to receive a letter from
Santa by writing to us. And this year we have had a wonderful
opportunity to expand that. And she thinks that if the Mayor would
like to talk a little bit more about that. The Mayor said he
believes that the genesis behind this project was that Ann Ackerson
and Richie Ackerson approached Gail about this program where knowing
that in the past we do receive letters addressed to Santa that we
collect at the Village specifically when our good friend Santa comes
to the Christmas Tree lighting. And throughout the holiday season
we get a number of letters dropped off here at the Village. Macy’s
has a program where for every letter that they receive, written to
Santa, they will donate a dollar to the Make-A-Wish Foundation. And
also if those letters are brought directly to Macy’s locations on
December 10, they will update that donation to $2.00 a letter. So
Gail brought this to his attention and immediately he thought about
a neighbor and good friend of his and a really important member of
this community who helped the Village Board during our accreditation
B Danny Hyman and his wife Maggie. Their daughter Sara was diagnosed
with a form of cancer, he believes, three years ago. She went
through her treatments and is doing unbelievably. During that time,
they became involved with Make-A-Wish which grants wishes to
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children with serious illnesses. They granted her a wish of going
to Disney World so the entire family got to go down. It was truly
special. And we can only imagine going through what they went
through and he thinks that it gave them a lot of joy. And as their
thank you to Make-A-Wish, they have become very active. Danny’s kind
of become the Hudson Valley spokesperson for Make-A-Wish so we
reached out to Danny and Maggie and the rest of the family and he
spoke at the Holiday Tree Lighting and so again what we are asking
the community to come together B everyone, even adults B adults want
gifts too B that everybody write letters. As many letters as you
can. You can drop them off here at Village Hall and this Friday,
again if anybody else wants to come along, Gail, the Mayor, and
Danny are going to drive over to the Palisades Center with those
letters and get $2.00 a letter donated to Make-A-Wish. And beyond
that we are going to continue to collect anyway. Mrs. Curtin said
that’s right B right up to December 22 and we will drive them down.
The Mayor said that knowing that we get $2.00 a letter as opposed
to $1.00, we would like to get as many letters as possible. So we
are so excited about this. It is truly an unbelievable cause and you
see their impact right here in our own community. So it is great.
Thank you to Ann and Richie, the Hyman family, and for Gail for
bringing this to our attention. And again get as many letters in and
we will bring them over on Friday.

Mrs. Curtin thanked the Mayor. She said she would just like to
mention one more thing. At yesterday’s ceremony, she seems to
remember our M.C., Mr. Honey, referring to his experience working
with us in preparing yesterday’s program and the fact that he saw
first hand, here in the Village, it really does take a Village and
she thinks that is what we saw here. And she also wants to mention
the advisory board because once again, as you mentioned before, as
soon as she got permission to move ahead they e-mailed all of them
and within 24 hours they had replies and she thanks them for that
too.

Sunday, December 12, Mahwah Elks Hoop Shoot at the Community Center
at 11:00 a.m. And the week of December 20, the DARE Toy Drive will
have exclusive use of the Community Center. And the final thing that
she has is once again they will be working with AARP. They will be
using the Leo P. Lydon Community building for their tax service.
They will have their training on Saturdays, January 8, 15, 22, and
29 and then the tax service will be made available to residents on
Tuesdays during the months of February, March and April, 2011. And
that begins February 1 and runs through April 12. 

The Mayor thanked Gail and once again Sunday, Pearl Harbor Day, was
truly amazing. He said he thinks it had a special feeling knowing
that it is kind of getting to the end. Unfortunately, these
survivors have had a very long life but 69 years since December 7
is a long time. So even if you were only 20 years old at the time,
they are 89 years old. He said we had four survivors here last year,
2009, and there is a picture that Gail has in her office from the
Journal News of that day. And sadly, three of the four gentlemen in
that picture passed away this year. The fourth gentleman just
couldn’t be with us. So we were a bit concerned that we wouldn’t
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have any direct survivors B that it would be more of a commemoration
yesterday, but a gentleman, Mr. Galella, who is from Westchester,
came and he was truly an amazing, amazing gentleman. He got up and
spoke and really spoke from the heart. And he thinks he said
something about he is not a hero. He guesses all heros are buried
with crosses B eluding to those who didn’t make it. And he spoke
about how he lost his best friend that day. The Mayor said while
this is an important part of the Village, the Pearl Harbor
Commemoration, obviously he thinks it is going to change as years
go on. So he thinks that we are going to work this year with coming
up with a compilation. They took some video last year of one of the
survivors. And Gail will reach out to Mr. Galella to see if we can
get him on film as well and try to prepare a film that can be used
as a resource to neighboring schools and other community
organizations so that they can keep the younger generation informed
of what went on that day almost 70 years ago. So again, thank you
Gail so much. He knows that this is a particular event that she is
really passionate about and you can tell from the turnout.

VILLAGE ATTORNEY:

Attorney Rice said that we recently passed some amendments to the
sewer usage law. He has been advised that there were some typos as
far as the numbering of the sections in the law. So in order to make
sure that it is done properly, he would like to have a public
hearing set for the January meeting just to make those minor
typographical changes. A motion to set the public hearing for
January 3, 2011 at 8:05 p.m. was made by Trustee Meehan, seconded
by Trustee Simon. Upon vote, the motion was carried.

Attorney Rice said that secondly, he had e-mailed all the Board
members the arbitration award and some other information that we
don’t need to discuss tonight with respect to the back pay that
Officer Arena was looking for over a number years after he retired.
And although the arbitration award is not appealable except under
very narrow circumstances that aren’t applicable here so there
really is no discretion on the Board’s part. So just so the record
is clear, he thinks we should have authorization authorizing the
Treasurer to pay to Mr. Arena $105,307.04. The Mayor said he would
like to say that this is something that has been in dispute for a
while over the amount. This represents money that was owed to him
under the contract. And there is an ongoing litigation in federal
court related to this which the Village is continuing to fight.
Attorney Rice said interestingly, the arbitration award essentially
was basically what the Village had offered him to settle it
previously with interest since the back date. So while it is a lot
of money, that is basically where we were all along. The Mayor said
we don’t understand why we are in federal court. That is kind of the
whole thing that is a bit perplexing. We have agreed to pay him what
we believe was owed to him and which is what an arbitrator agreed.
So he doesn’t know what we are arguing about. Attorney Rice said
that is another day. The Mayor also said that is another day. A
motion to approve the payment of $105,307.04 was made by Trustee
Simon, seconded by Trustee Meehan.
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AYES: Mayor Dagan LaCorte
Trustee Bruce Simon, Trustee Jo Meegan-Corrigan
Trustee John Meehan

NOES: None

ABSENT: Trustee Patricia Abato

POLICE DEPARTMENT:

Chief Clarke Osborn said he spoke to them last week and he thinks
most of it was taken care of. There are two quick things. One, which
you probably saw the media coverage B we participated in a massive
narcotics sweep here in Rockland County with Spring Valley, Ramapo,
Clarkstown and Suffern police departments and the D.A.’s office. He
said we made 9 arrests here in the Village which was part 2 of their
investigation. They have been going back since last year and 9 more
people were taken out of the Village on drug sale charges. 

Chief Osborn said he just wanted to thank Gail. Gail lets them use
the facility when they need it for some operations and he wants to
thank her for that. 

And secondly, he will be serving again in 2011 as president of the
Police Chief’s Association of Rockland. He said he served in 2010
and he will be serving as well in 2011 and he will let them know
when the installation dinner will be.

Trustee Simon asked Chief Osborn if there was any chance that he
will actually have his swearing in ceremony this year. Chief Osborn
said they didn’t do well last year. Both days that they had we had
blizzards on both days. So he doesn’t know if that was a sign but
it will be in early January, hopefully. Trustee Simon said
congratulations.

AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION:

Charles Barone of 5 Mansfield Place said that for the past five
years that he has lived in the Village, he has regularly attended
Village meetings and the Mayor has always conducted himself in an
honorable, professional manner. And as a voter and as a person whose
taxes pay the stipends of the people on the Board, he appreciates
that. But that is not always the case, though. And he would like to
ask the Board to come up with a mechanism that when a member behaves
badly during a meeting that there is a mechanism to discipline them.
Mr. Barone asked the Mayor if he could please speak to a possible
mechanism that could be constructed to take care of that. Attorney
Rice said it has never been mentioned before. Obviously, the
ultimate issue with term limits or anything along those lines with
the voters, we do have an ethics board. He said he thinks those are
the limits of what we have in effect at this point. If the Board
wanted him to look at something differently, of course he could. But
the Board has previously decided that they didn’t want to adopt
particular rules so we are just dealing with those sanctions that
he mentioned.
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Mayor LaCorte said he appreciated what Mr. Barone said. That was
really nice. He said he personally tries to conduct himself in a
professional manner. It is important. You have to realize in this
position that people may come to the Board and be upset. It is your
job to kind of understand that but also, he thinks more importantly,
yes, within the Board he does hope that people can act in a civil
fashion. As he thinks our President said often during his campaign
that we should be able to disagree without being disagreeable. And
it is unfortunate when it happens and he hopes that it doesn’t
happen again. The Mayor said it is not something that he would ever
initiate. He thanked Mr. Barone for his comments.

Beth Barone of 5 Mansfield Place said that just one quick thing with
OTB. She noticed about a week ago that we had some graffiti
incidents in town B 202, Orange Avenue. The cleanup was done there
and it looks great. OTB on the side of the building still has quite
a bit of graffiti on it so she is hopeful that the Board can do
something to have them remove that graffiti as soon as possible. She
wants to make sure that we keep the Village clean and not have
further incidents going forward. The Mayor thanked her. He said we
will make sure. We will send the Code Enforcer over there to make
sure that it gets cleaned. Just so she knows, we had it cleaned up
within 24 hours of it happening. They did some pretty substantial
damage to the underpass heading out to the train station. But just
so they know, even though that there was some symbols and such, it
was not something that was gang related. So people don’t need to be
concerned about that. It is almost like a graffiti gang. That is the
end that they achieve B graffiti. So it is not like it is anything
else. They have a particular sign that they write which is not smart
because if you get caught once you are now responsible for wherever
else you have done it. So we will clean it and we will make sure
that is cleaned up by OTB.

The Mayor said that Attorney Rice just mentioned. There is an issue.
The Code Enforcer had gone over to OTB to deal with some property
maintenance issues several years ago and regular property
maintenance that would happen to me or you or any business in the
Village. And what happened is that OTB said that they were not
subject to our Code Enforcement regulations because they are like
a quasi-state agency and that only the county or the state could
fine them. They won in the lower court, which didn’t make sense,
because why would they be exempt from our laws if they operate in
the state. And due to the excellent work of our attorney, Mr. Terry
Rice, we won on appeal and we know that if we go over there and we
ask them to clean it up and they don’t, we know that if they get a
violation that they are forced to comply.

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS:

A) Requesting Authorization to Release Application for Payment No.
3 in the Amount of $157,171.54 and Application for Payment No. 4 in
the Amount of $36,718.17 to Diamond Construction Co. for the Roadway
Improvement Phase 2 Project:

Mr. Charles Sawicki said that he was requesting authorization to
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release application for payment number 3 in the amount of
$157,171.54 and application for payment number 4 in the amount of
$36,718.17 to Diamond Construction for the Roadway Improvement Phase
2 Project. The Mayor said great job. Diamond did a lot of work. They
did all the curbing in the downtown business district B the curb
cuts and such. It was some really good work. And he thinks we have
covered a lot of road this fall, so good job. A motion to release
payment was made by Trustee Simon, seconded by Trustee Meehan.

AYES: Mayor Dagan LaCorte
Trustee Bruce Simon, Trustee Jo Meegan-Corrigan
Trustee John Meehan

NOES: None

ABSENT: Trustee Patricia Abato

B) Requesting Authorization to Release Application for Payment No.
2 in the Amount of $8,379.23 and Application for Payment No. 3 in
the Amount of $52,783.65 to Diamond Construction for the Business
District Crosswalks Project:

Mr. Sawicki said he was requesting authorization to release
application for payment number 2 in the amount of $8,379.23 and
application for payment number 3 in the amount of $52,783.65 to
Diamond Construction Co. for the business district crosswalks
project. A motion authorizing the release was made by Trustee
Meehan, seconded by Trustee Simon.

AYES: Mayor Dagan LaCorte
Trustee Bruce Simon, Trustee Jo Meegan-Corrigan
Trustee John Meehan

NOES: None

ABSENT: Trustee Patricia Abato

C) Requesting Authorization to Release Application for Payment No.
2 to Tilcon New York for the Roadway Improvements Phase 3 Project
in the Amount of $173,058.59:

Mr. Sawicki asked for authorization to release application for
payment number 2 to Tilcon New York for the Roadway Improvements
Phase 3 Project in the amount of $173,058.59. The Mayor said Tilcon
did all the paving and again did a phenomenal job. We had all of
Riverside, all of Ramapo Avenue, Salem Court, Meadowbrook, a section
of Foxwood, Lexington, Utopian, Chadick. So they covered a lot of
ground and did a really good job. So he just wants to make sure that
the people know when we are authorizing these large payments what
they are for. He said he thinks it is pretty important since it is
their money that we are spending. A motion authorizing the release
was made by Trustee Simon, seconded by Trustee Meehan.

AYES: Mayor Dagan LaCorte
Trustee Bruce Simon, Trustee Jo Meegan-Corrigan
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Trustee John Meehan

NOES: None

ABSENT: Trustee Patricia Abato

D) Requesting Authorization to Advertise for Bids for a 10 Cu. Yd.
VAC/ALL Steel Debris Body to Replace the Existing Body:

Mr. Sawicki said he was requesting authorization to advertise for
bids for a 10 cu. Yd. VAC/ALL steel debris body to replace the
existing body which is severely corroded. Bids would be returned
December 21, 2010 at 10:00 a.m. A motion authorizing the advertising
was made by Trustee Simon, seconded by Trustee Meehan. Upon vote,
the motion was carried.

E) Requesting Authorization to Approve Ira Wickes/Arborists Proposal
for the Pruning of the Business District Trees in the Amount of
$6,670.00:

Mr. Sawicki asked for authorization to approve low bidder Ira
Wickes/Arborists proposal for the pruning of the business district
trees in the amount of $6,670.00. The Mayor said he would like to
speak about that. He said he thinks that this is something that
maybe we should table. There is money in the budget - $14,000 for
shade trees. So there is money in the budget. This was the low
proposal. He said he thinks we received two. We tried to get more
but we got two. He said we haven’t had a workshop in a while so
maybe the January workshop. He doesn’t know how people are going to
feel about this. This is the downtown business district. We do own
these trees. These are the trees that were planted about ten years
ago with the entire downtown project. They have grown a bit out of
control. They get into the lights and it makes it hard to see. Again
it is something that he thinks is an investment. The question may
be asked why can’t our guys do it as part of the DPW. And again it
is $7,000 and he thinks it comes out to about probably $150.00 a
tree. There are about 40 trees that will be done. It does take a
significant amount of work, a significant amount of equipment. There
is a difference between cutting back trees and really pruning them
so they remain healthy. The big reason, and Bruce can speak more to
this than he can, but we have kind of become experts this year in
trees because when we were doing this road project we had to cut
down a number of trees on Riverside and Ramapo. And people were
concerned. And what they don’t realize is that even though they have
nice big trees that if they are not healthy they pose a danger. They
grow into the sidewalk, into the street. But when Orange and
Rockland comes in and trims trees to prevent them from going into
the power lines, because they were planted just below, they really
are not experts at it and they cut the tree and leave the trees
exposed and it becomes accessible to disease. So for example we had
one tree that a branch fell off of a sick tree on Claremont a month
ago on a windy day that took down power lines that led to 7
telephone poles coming down. One branch. 7 telephone poles. It
looked like a war zone. Orange and Rockland said it was the most
damage they had ever seen. There were 30 crew members there. It was
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one of those things and thank God nobody was hurt. So these are
trees that are an investment to make our downtown look good. So he
thinks it is important to have them professionally pruned. It does
take a significant amount of time. But he thinks it would be a good
idea to maybe talk about this at a workshop unless anyone on the
Board sees otherwise.

Trustee Meehan said just a comment on that. When we planted those
trees they were of a size that they really shouldn’t have caused
that much trouble. In other words, there is a limit of how high they
would grow. So he said he thinks obviously they have to be pruned
and he thinks that is a good idea. But they shouldn’t be of the type
that goes up and bothers wires and stuff.

The Mayor said it is just a pruning and the problem is when you have
40 trees it is $150 a tree and it takes a lot of time. So he thinks
that it is a good idea if every Board member gets a chance to go
out. Obviously the leaves have come down but you can still see the
branches. And maybe it is better to revisit this in the spring.
There is no particular rush right now. They can do it then. Now
there is no rush at all because there are no leaves so it is not
going to interfere with the lights. Mr. Sawicki said the spring may
not be the absolute best time to do it. He would have to consult
with the arborist. There are certain times in the year that you
prune trees and we do have a window now probably through the winter.
But again he would have to consult with him to really make sure.

Trustee Simon said tabling this for a month he doesn’t think is a
bad idea. Mr. Sawicki said a month he thinks we are okay. The spring
may be a problem. The Mayor said let’s talk about this and he thinks
it would behoove us to do so.

F) Requesting Emergency Funds in the Amount of $48,520.00 for the
Repairs to the Water Department’s No. 4 Well:

Mr. Sawicki said he was requesting emergency funds in the amount of
$48,520.00 for the repairs to the Water Department’s number 4 well,
including removal, disassembly, inspection, refurbishment,
reinstallation and start-up. He said he issued a memo about this.
Attorney Rice said that just for the record. Charles has written a
memo. This ordinarily would be subject to the bidding requirements
because it is over the bidding requirement. In any event, it is an
emergency situation because one of the wells won’t work without this
mechanism. It is an emergency in the sense also that there was
obviously an unexpected problem. It also becomes more difficult
because in order for anybody to assess the amount that it would cost
to repair the pump, it has to be sent to a particular contractor.
So one contractor has done that and in order for us to get other
proposals, they would have to put the thing back together again and
send it out to somebody else and let them take it apart and in the
meantime we would be without the pump that is necessary for the
particular water well. So based on what the information Charles has
provided, it certainly qualifies as an emergency exception to the
bidding requirements. But he thinks in addition to the motion, we
need to amend it to a particular concern for that. Mr. Sawicki said
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he does recommend William Stothoff Company, Inc. The reason we had
selected that particular company was back in 2006, 2007 they worked
on well pump number 2 and they were the low bidder B substantially
lower than the next bidder. And they did an outstanding job and they
are quite knowledgeable about these types of pumps so that is why
we went with them. A motion authorizing the funds was made by
Trustee Meehan, seconded by Trustee Simon.

Trustee Simon said that before he votes. Just one question. He asked
Mr. Sawicki what would the cost of replacing the pump be as opposed
to rebuilding a 31 year old piece of equipment. Mr. Sawicki said
that they did discuss that. He said they really didn’t get a firm
price. It is substantial. We are probably looking at in the 150
range. He said he doesn’t have a firm number to give him but it is
substantially higher. It is a very expensive pump. It is a
specialized pump. It is very, very expensive. Mr. Sawicki said he
actually asked the same question. But it is very, very expensive and
if it was another $10,000 it wouldn’t make much sense to refurbish
this pump. We would just buy another one but it is substantially
more money. Trustee Simon asked if this vendor, William Stothoff
Company, and it might sound a bit silly on a piece of equipment this
old, but is there any kind of warranty when the work is done? Mr.
Sawicki said we do have B that is something that we need to explore
and see what the exact warranty B typically you have a year on
something like this. He said we would have to explore that to see
definitively what that duration would be. The Mayor asked Charles
if he could have a conversation as to what type of warranty there
is. We don’t want to make it subject to and limit the Board if they
say there is a warranty on the parts and not on the labor, the
motion is constraining us and it is an emergency and we have to fix
it. So we want to make sure obviously that our investment is
protected but we have to make sure we do something. Trustee Meegan-
Corrigan asked how long will the rebuild last? Mr. Sawicki said the
subject pump is 31 years old. The rebuild is questionable as to how
long it really truly B you are probably looking at a 15 or 20 year
duration or more. Obviously, it is not as good as a brand new pump.
Refurbished, reconditioned has many new parts so he would say that
you are probably looking at a 15 year duration.

AYES: Mayor Dagan LaCorte
Trustee Bruce Simon, Trustee Jo Meegan-Corrigan
Trustee John Meehan

NOES: None

ABSENT: Trustee Patricia Abato

VILLAGE CLERK:

Village Clerk Virginia Menschner said that as the Board knows we
passed a law on special permits. We send them directly to the
Planning Board which she did with the next one.

A) Set Public Hearing for Linda Gambardella: Permission to Use
Family Room as Home Office:
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Ms. Menschner said that she would like to have a public hearing set
for this for the next meeting. A motion setting the public hearing
for 8:10 p.m. on January 3, 2011 was made by Trustee Simon, seconded
by Trustee Meehan. Trustee Meehan said he had a question for the
attorney. He said he knows that in single family homes that you have
almost a right to have a business in those homes and he was
wondering about the zoning. Attorney Rice said essentially a home
occupation has specific criteria and it requires a special permit
so that is why we are going through this process. If you bring home
some papers and work on the computer, it doesn’t become a home
occupation. But when you get to the point when people are visiting
the location, then it is a home occupation. Mayor LaCorte said
seeing people there is the big issue. Attorney Rice said primarily.
Ms. Menschner said if you read the application, it is only for
income tax time. Attorney Rice said he understands that. Upon vote,
the motion was carried.

B) Hold Over B Dona Maria B Live Entertainment:

Ms. Menschner said the next thing on the agenda is the Dona Maria
hold over on live entertainment. Attorney Rice said this is a live
entertainment permit. The live entertainment permit for this
premises was previously revoked by the Board of Trustees because of
a number of problems that occurred. They had applied and this new
application was sent to the Planning Board as is required for their
review and recommendation. They recommended that a special permit
be permitted only to 1:00 a.m., only on Friday and Saturday as is
the normal process. 90 decibels at the property limit, only for a
three month period because of the past problems and the issue that
we have tonight is that they specifically requested that they meet
with the Chief of Police prior to going to the Village Board to work
out some of the issues that have arisen over the years. Attorney
Rice’s understanding from talking to Chief Osborn is that they have
not met with him at this point. They are proposing to meet with him
this week. So under those circumstances he would suggest first that
the Chief confirm this and secondly under those circumstances that
this matter be adjourned to the January meeting. The Mayor asked the
Chief if that was correct. The Chief said that was correct. They are
coming in this Wednesday. A motion to adjourn the public hearing to
January 3 was made by Trustee Simon, seconded by Trustee Meehan.
Upon vote, the motion was carried.

FINANCE DEPARTMENT:

Treasurer Tom Zordan said he will be paying the annual contribution
to the Firemen’s LOSAP in the amount of $139,290.08. That is the
minimum required contribution as calculated by the actuaries. He
received the annual invoices from NYS Police and Employees
Retirements Systems. The combined total dues is $996,011. This is
an increase of $368,278 over last year’s invoices. The payments are
due February 1. However, if we pay by December 15, which we normally
do, we will receive a discount of $9,536 B approximately 1% - for
a total payment of $986,475. Therefore, he will be paying these
invoices on the 15th of December.
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The monthly medicare reimbursement for retirees age 65 or older will
not change for 2011. Reimbursement is $96.40. The Treasurer said
that is all he has. The Mayor thanked him.

MAYOR:

The Mayor said he has two items on the agenda.

A) Renew Robert Yodowitz Agreement for Village Prosecutor:

The Mayor said this is to renew the agreement for Robert Yodowitz
who has been serving as our Village Prosecutor. The agreement that
we have is that he would like to renew it again for six months B
same terms, $1500 a month. The Mayor said he believes he has done
a very good job. We have statistics here B the revenue of the court.
We believe again that it takes some time but it is a really good
thing. It makes the court operate more efficiently. We believe that
it will benefit the Village. And it also enables us to have police
officers on the street instead of in the court, which again saves
us money because the police officer would act as the prosecutor. As
you remember if you ever saw court, you would have Officer John
Gloede there so now the Prosecutor is there. So our officers are
spending their time on the road which is what we want them to do.
In addition, any tickets that are typically written by the Sheriff
in the Village or State Troopers, which are a significant amount of
tickets during the course of the year it could easily be a couple
of hundred tickets during the course of the year. The problem is B
historically if it is in our court, we get a percentage of that
revenue. The problem is due to overtime and constraints that the
state government is having, county government is having, that these
entities are telling their officers don’t come to court because they
don’t want to pay the overtime. So as a result, if they don’t show
up, all the tickets are dismissed. Because there is no one there to
prosecute. Now, since we have our Prosecutor, he takes the place of
either a representative from the Sheriff’s Department or from the
State Troopers. So then again we are not losing those tickets. They
are being dealt with. So the person is being brought to justice and
obviously, whatever fine they are paying, revenue goes to the
Village. So we believe again that that helps the Village as well as
pays the cost of it. He would propose the term would be six months
renewed again because he believes again he started, even though it
says June, he didn’t start until August or September and that way
we can take a look in six months. He thinks we will have a real
accurate idea of how it is going and if it is economical to the
Village. This would be commencing January 1 and he would request a
six month period at a flat fee of $1500 a month. Trustee Simon made
the motion to renew the terms of the contract effective January 1,
seconded by Trustee Meegan-Corrigan. Trustee Meehan said on the
question. When we originally discussed this, and he supported it,
he thought that there was an agreement that prior to renewal that
we would ask our Village Treasurer to do an analysis of Mr.
Yodowitz’s work from a financial standpoint. And so he would like
to see that. He said he would ask that this be withdrawn. He is
perfectly willing to support it but he thought that was an agreement
of the Board and he would like to see the analysis before he votes.
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The Mayor said we do have a list. Trustee Meehan said he has read
that. You can still vote if you want to. The Mayor said he is
willing to wait until January 3 and Trustee Simon withdrew his
motion. It was tabled until January 3.

B) Date of Public Hearing B DB Masonry & Stone Inc.

The Mayor said last but not least they would like to set up the date
of the public hearing which we had to renotice due to a mistake by
the Village B DB Masonry & Stone Inc. He would like to set the
public hearing for January 3, 2011 at 8:15 p.m. A motion setting the
public hearing was made by Trustee Simon, seconded by Trustee
Meehan. Upon vote, the motion was carried.

A motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:35 p.m. was made by Trustee
Simon, seconded by Trustee Meegan-Corrigan. Upon vote, the motion
was carried.
 


