
Village Board Meeting
Monday, November 1, 2010 

A regular Village Board meeting was held on the above date at 7:30
p.m. with the following members present:

PRESENT: Mayor Dagan LaCorte
Trustee Bruce Simon, Trustee Patricia Abato
Trustee John Meehan, Trustee William Schoenleber

ALSO PRESENT: Virginia Menschner, Village Clerk
Terry Rice, Village Attorney

ABSENT: None

Set Dates for December Meetings:

The Mayor said first order of business is to set the meeting dates
and times for the December meetings. The way we do it is we kind of
combine it into one meeting for the Organizational meeting, which
is the meeting in which the new Board members following tomorrow’s
election will take office. Normally we have a workshop and then the
following week we have a meeting. What we are going to do is to
combine it all into one meeting. So the Organization meeting is
going to be Monday, December 6, 2010 at 7:00 p.m. right here in the
auditorium and then immediately following we will have the regular
Board meeting on Monday, December 6, 2010 at 7:30 p.m. The Mayor
said that later on in the meeting there is a special meeting that
is going to be set for the end of November so that way any business
that comes up that needs further attention between now and then will
be able to be addressed at the November meeting. That way we can
keep the official business for the December meeting to a minimum and
keep it to more ceremonial as tradition has had it.

FIRE DEPARTMENT:

A) New Members B Hook and Ladder Company and Hose Company:

Chief Dan McInerney said he has a new firefighter for the Hook and
Ladder, Chrisopher Hartfield, and Jonathan Lamar from the Hose
Company. They are both junior members and he would like permission
to add them to the insurance rolls. A motion approving the request
was made by Trustee Meehan, seconded by Trustee Abato. Upon vote,
the motion was carried.

B) Permission for 19-Tower and 19-2000 to be Taken to Wallington,
NJ for the Wallington Fire Department Annual Holiday Parade -
Saturday, November 27, 2010:

Chief McInerney said he was asking for permission for 19-Tower and
19-2000 to attend the parade in Wallington, NJ on Saturday, November
27, 2010. A motion approving the request was made by Trustee Abato,
seconded by Trustee Schoenleber. Upon vote, the motion was carried.
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Chief McInerney thanked Trustee Schoenleber on behalf of the
officers and members of the fire department for his support.

The Mayor asked Trustee Schoenleber if he wanted to talk about the
roofs later, when we get to the Trustees, or did he want to talk
about it now. The Mayor asked him to update everybody because he
knows he has spent a lot of time on it.

Trustee Schoenleber said that due to the fact that we were able to
sell the old fire truck starting Wednesday both roofs of the fire
department will be repaired and they are going to be putting up the
new fence behind the Ladder Company. The Mayor said excellent. And
again, our thanks to Trustee Schoenleber. The funding for all those
improvements, both fixing the roof on the Hose Company and the Hook
and Ladder and the fence at the Hook and Ladder were paid for by
funding that was obtained by surplussing the old fire truck which
we got $15,500 for, which is a lot more than we have received in the
past and a lot more than anyone expected and that was due in large
part to Bill’s efforts and again thank you because we were able to
put that to good use and address some issues which otherwise we
wouldn’t have been able to take on until next year’s budget. The
Mayor thanked him.

Grant Writer:

The Mayor said there is no report but what he wanted to do, as he
did at the workshop, was to quickly update everybody on where we
stand in one of our significant programs and that is the Façade
Improvement Program. Last year we received our initial round of
funding from the Community Development Block Grant which is a
federal program, which is administered through the County of
Rockland, which provides funding to qualifying areas within Rockland
County specifically those really in an urban area to improve that
area. What we did was, with the help of our grant writer and the
committee that sits on the Community Development Block Grant
Program, we asked for, over a period of five years, one and a half
million dollars to refurbish and restore the facades in our historic
downtown. Specifically, what we want to do is that it is a beautiful
downtown but a lot of these facades of these buildings have been
painted over. Some places they put aluminum siding on it and painted
on it and essentially really downgraded what otherwise are beautiful
historic buildings. So over a period of five years what we want to
do is to restore them. A lot of it really will involve sandblasting
the buildings down to the original brick. We are going to give
people the ability to see a prime example. Troy O’Hanlon, who is a
Village resident and who owns a number of buildings, did this on his
own with that flatiron building that is kind of located on the
corners where Orange and Wayne intersect. It is really gorgeous.
What he did was that he sandblasted it down to the original brick
and then there is color on the molding at the top and then where the
sign is in the awning. So it really is kind of beautiful. The Mayor
thinks that a lot of what Warwick has B they have done a lot of that
there where the buildings B you see them in their original brick
form and there is color in other areas to bring out the natural
beauty of it. So the program is going to work where it is going to
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be 90% grant up to about $50,000. So if a building owner, if they
end up needing $50,000 to redo their façade, they will only have to
contribute $5,000 and the Village, through a grant, not taxpayer
money, will get $45,000 to fix the building. They enter an agreement
with the Village. The Village hires the contractors to do the work.
We are working going through Historical Preservation so really it
is an amazing thing. Over five years we hope to do as many buildings
as we possibly can and he thinks that along with a building on
Orange Avenue of 100 condominiums is really going to take the
Village to that next level. Something we have always wanted. So we
hired, and again 100% grant money, we hired a consultant, a planner
B Mrs. Carinne Kaufer, who is a Village resident, and what she is
going to do is to reach out to the landlords, the owners of the
buildings, explaining to them the façade program, gauging interest,
and then asking them to come to a meeting at which point we are
going to explain to them how the program is going to work and then
we can see where exactly we will start. Whether there will be enough
interest that we will do it in different sections, which hopefully
is the case. So again we are probably going to start looking to do
facades in the spring and summer, when we get the next round of
funding, but it is something we are very excited about and we think
it is really going to make a difference in the downtown. So there
will be more updates to come and if you watch this or hear and you
own a building, look out for a letter which will be explaining the
program to you.

CULTURE AND RECREATION:

A) Update:

Mrs. Gail Curtin said she thought Virginia said that she gave them
a copy of the update. Is that correct? The answer was yes. Mrs.
Curtin said that since the last Village Board meeting, the
Recreation Department worked with the Chamber of Commerce for the
window painting for Halloween and she would say the only problem
that we had which we have already addressed for next year is that
we had to turn away some of the students, which is something that
we don’t like to do. So we have already spoken to the Chamber of
Commerce and she can assure the Board that we will do our best to
not have that happen again and get more windows so that every
student who wants to paint gets that opportunity. They had the first
DARE dance of this school year on October 22. And she thinks Clarke
can agree that there wasn’t room for anybody else in that building.
And it was really packed. And that is probably a good segueway into
the Halloween parade because this year record numbers. Someone
standing up at this end of Lafayette Avenue told them that when they
looked down the whole street was covered. And she said she thinks
that continued the whole afternoon. Mrs. Curtin thanked the Board
for their support of those events. Everything went well.

Mrs. Curtin said that this Friday night we will have the first
session this school year of LEAD. We have been working with Trustee
Meehan to get the word out for Battery Saturday, and at his request
this evening, we will continue to do that the rest of this week. And
that of course is Saturday, November 6. Mrs. Curtin said they are
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working with the Chief to make sure that the Community Center is all
set for his DARE Toy Drive Dinner Dance on Saturday, November 13.
They are working with the Lions Club, Good Samaritan Hospital and
the Board’s support for the next blood drive at the center on
Tuesday, November 16. There will be a DARE Dance on Friday, November
19. The Holiday Lighting will be held at the Virginia Menschner
Gazebo on Thursday, December 2. LEAD will meet once again at the
Community Center on Friday, December 3. And our special events will
end this year, 2010, on Sunday, December 5, with the Pearl Harbor
Commemoration.

And as did our Fire Chief, on behalf of the Advisory Board on
Culture and Recreation and the Recreation Department, they too would
like to thank Trustee Schoenleber, not only for his service to this
Village but particularly for his service to Recreation. She thanked
him for attending all of our events and she wished him well. The
Mayor thanked her for a great job. The Halloween Parade was really
amazing. It was packed. It was a beautiful day. And he thanked her
again. And also the Mayor said thanks to Ireland’s for donating the
gift certificates. Mrs. Curtin said actually she guesses that is
worth mentioning. She said we had actually, if they don’t mind
telling the history, they had gone up to Ireland’s with the
intention of purchasing five gift cards for five of the families who
would show up in costume. First of all, Mrs. Curtin said we came
back with our check because the gift cards were donated. And
secondly, every family who was at the parade, and that totaled
eight, received a gift card. So it was extremely generous.

VILLAGE ATTORNEY:

Attorney Terry Rice said that he had two things. First he had e-
mailed to all the Board members the opposition papers that we filed
in opposition to Bikur Cholim’s application for attorney’s fees. He
said he is sure the Board has all had an opportunity to read them
and asked if they had any questions. Attorney Rice said that
secondly, as they recall, a number of months ago we filed a Notice
of Claim against the County and the Sewer District with respect to
the liquidated damages. There was a contract that was entered into
between the Village and the Sewer District allowing the Sewer
District to do work when they installed the various sewer mains
through the Village, including on Village property, and had a
provision for liquidated damages. We made a demand by letter on a
couple of occasions. They wrote a letter back to the Village saying
they weren’t going to pay it. We filed a Notice of Claim. We have
had nothing back. So at this point he would like authorization to
bring an action against the County and the Sewer District for
recovery of those sums. A motion authorizing the request was made
by Trustee Meehan, seconded by Trustee Abato. Upon vote, the motion
was carried.

The Mayor said he would like to note that he attempted on several
occasions to reach out to try to rectify this situation without
taking this action but he has not received a response back and we
need to protect ourselves and get that funding B get that money B
the damages.
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POLICE DEPARTMENT:

A) Update:

Chief Clarke Osborn said that he had a few items on the agenda
tonight but before we get into the action items, he would like to
give the Board a quick update on some happenings this past month in
October. In October, the Suffern Police Department made 47 arrests,
they issued 189 vehicle and traffic summonses. They also kept up
with the commercial vehicle enforcement check which is where they
check commercial vehicles for overweight vehicles, unsafe vehicles
that are on the road. That was done this past Thursday. And they
issued 65 summonses in a matter of five hours. Several of them were
overweight vehicles and unsafe vehicles that were taken off the
road. And that was coordinated by Sgt. John Gloede. Officers are now
going through taser recertifications. Officer Marsh and Officer
Sanford are our taser instructors. All dispatchers in our department
next week will be going to emergency medical dispatch training which
is a great course which will enable our dispatchers to be able to
handle medical emergencies in a much more efficient matter. They do
a great job now but this will assist them because anytime someone
calls the police department or dials 911, the first recipient and
receiver of the call is a dispatcher. So we are going to send them
for additional training in medical dispatch which is absolutely
fantastic. So they are going to start that next week for three days.
Chief Osborn said he would like to add an item on the agenda which
he spoke to them earlier but it is not listed on the agenda. We just
received it after 4:00 p.m. today. And that is a letter of
resignation from Officer Michael Lourenso and that will be effective
immediately and he is asking the Board to move on that. A motion
accepting the resignation was made by Trustee Abato, seconded by
Trustee Simon. Upon vote, the motion was carried.

Chief Osborn said that he would also like to now appoint Daniel
Kiernan to full-time police officer. Dan has been a part-time police
officer for us for the last few months here in Suffern. He is a
life-long Village resident. He attended Sacred Heart school here in
Suffern, Don Bosco Prep High School and Manhattan College. He paid
his way through the Police Academy and he is at the top of our list
for his grades so Dan has worked very hard to get where he is and
he is joined by his mom and dad tonight. Dan’s father is a retired
police lieutenant from the Port Authority Police Department of New
York and New Jersey and his mom works right here in the Village, at
Sacred Heart School. So he would like to ask the Board to appoint
Daniel Kiernan to the position of full-time police officer. A motion
approving the appointment was made by Trustee Simon, seconded by
Trustee Schoenleber.

AYES: Mayor Dagan LaCorte
Trustee Bruce Simon, Trustee Patricia Abato
Trustee William Schoenleber, Trustee John Meehan

NOES: None

ABSENT: None
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The Mayor welcomed Officer Kiernan aboard. Chief Osborn said he will
be a great asset to our department and he would like to thank the
Mayor and the Board for their support of our police department and
helping us out. And Chief Osborn said that it has been a pleasure
working with Trustee Schoenleber and he wanted to thank him for his
support and the Board members. 

VILLAGE ATTORNEY:

Village Treasurer Tom Zordan said that we paid down $175,000 of bond
debt in October. We have $4,255,000 in bonds outstanding as of
October 31, and $1,103,954 in bans. The total outstanding debt is
$5,358,954 as of October 31. The auditors are completing their field
work this week so hopefully we will be done with them. The water and
sewer billings are complete. The bills were mailed out and we have
billed out approximately $983,000 for water consumption and $549,000
for sewer fees. The meter installation program is basically
complete. We have about 45 accounts that aren’t finished yet out of
almost 2500. So basically, we are done. What this has done for us
is that we use to use three to four men to do all the readings and
it took them two to three weeks to complete. And that was consistent
with about 350 man hours. Now we can do the meter reading in one
day. Approximately eight hours. So we are saving over 340 man hours
twice a year. So that is a lot. And lastly, the Office of the New
York State Controller is performing a risk assessment audit of our
books and the Parking Authority’s books also. And hopefully we will
get through that too.

Officer Kiernan was sworn in by the Mayor at this point.

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS:

The Mayor said that Charles Sawicki could not be here tonight. He
has a meeting. All the items on his agenda we went over during the
workshop and most of it involves authorization of payment.

A)_Request Authorization to Release Application for Payment No. 2
to Diamond Construction Company for the Roadway Improvements Phase
2:

The Mayor said this first item is to request authorization to
release application for payment No. 2 to Diamond Construction
Company for the Roadway Improvements, Phase 2, in the amount of
$88,346.25. A motion authorizing the payment was made by Trustee
Meehan, seconded by Trustee Abato.

AYES: Mayor Dagan LaCorte
Trustee Bruce Simon, Trustee Patricia Abato
Trustee William Schoenleber, Trustee John Meehan

NOES: None

ABSENT: None

B) Request Authorization to Release Application for Payment No. 1



7

to Doyle Contracting Inc. for WWTP Digester Cover Replacement
Project:

The Mayor said this is a request for authorization to release
application for payment No. 1 to Doyle Contracting Inc. for the WWTP
digester cover replacement project in the amount of $49,400. The
Mayor said that as we discussed, this money is just an application
and that it is not being paid for because obviously we have a couple
of issues that we are dealing on, if everybody remembers. Trustee
Abato said then we are going to add into there that upon the Mayor’s
approval. The Mayor said yes, we should add that in. We want to have
it available but yes, that the Mayor will approve before the money
is released. A motion authorizing the release when the Mayor
approves it was made by Trustee Abato, seconded by Trustee Simon.

AYES: Mayor Dagan LaCorte
Trustee Bruce Simon, Trustee Patricia Abato
Trustee William Schoenleber, Trustee John Meehan

NOES: None

ABSENT: None

C) Request Authorization to Release Application for Payment No. 1
to Tilcon New York for the Roadway Improvements Phase 3 Project:

The Mayor said this is a request for authorization to release
application for payment No. 1 to Tilcon New York for the Roadway
Improvements Phase 3 project in the amount of $121,890. A motion
authorizing the payment was made by Trustee Abato, seconded by
Trustee Schoenleber. 

AYES: Mayor Dagan LaCorte
Trustee Bruce Simon, Trustee Patricia Abato
Trustee William Schoenleber, Trustee John Meehan

NOES: None

ABSENT: None

VILLAGE CLERK:

A) Donna Maria B Planning Board Recommendation:

Village Clerk Virginia Menschner said the first thing on the agenda
is Donna Maria and it is a Planning Board recommendation. Trustee
Abato said that part of their recommendation is that the police
chief meet with them and she doesn’t think that he has had the
opportunity. The Mayor said that as discussed during the workshop,
the police chief is still investigating. He is going to have a
discussion with them. So that is going to be continued ongoing
before the next step of which would be setting a public hearing. So
we are holding it over to the next meeting.

B) Set Date for Public Hearing for DB Masonry & Stone, Inc. B



8

Recommendation from Planning Board B November 29, 2010 B 7:00 p.m.:

Ms. Menschner said this next item is to set a date for the public
hearing for DB Masonry & Stone, Inc. She said the Board all has the
Planning Board recommendation and we decided we should have it for
November 29, 2010 at 7:00 p.m. A motion to set the public hearing
was made by Trustee Abato, seconded by Trustee Simon. Upon vote, the
motion was carried.

C) Georgie Porgies B Renew Live Entertainment Permit:

Ms. Menschner said if the Board remembers, he just received a permit
for his live entertainment but we decided he should come back so
that we could have everyone beginning at January and to continue for
as many months as the Board wants. A motion approving the permit for
a period of six months subject to the same terms and conditions was
made by Trustee Abato, seconded by Trustee Simon. Upon vote, the
motion was carried.

D_ Special Permit B Village Bar & Grill B Live Entertainment:

The Village Clerk said this item is for a special permit for Village
Bar and Grill for live entertainment. Rich Ellsworth asked if he
could be heard on this. The Mayor said we are just referring it to
the Planning Board. Attorney Rice said that if someone applies and
it is a renewal and it hasn’t lapsed, then we just entertain and we
have the option to have a public hearing but we don’t necessarily
have to go through the usual referral to the Planning Board.
Attorney Rice said this one has apparently lapsed. Attorney Rice
asked Mr. Ellsworth for how long. Mr. Ellsworth said a short term.
The application terminated September 30 and they applied right after
that. Trustee Abato said that she had a question. It was brought to
the Board’s attention that the liquor license had also expired and
there was alcohol being served during the time of the expiration of
the liquor license and she thinks that is something that the Board
is taking very seriously and she for one doesn’t think that she
would be in any position to waive anything but to let it go through
the proper channels since that was the case. Mr. Ellsworth said he
appreciates that and the incident that she was referring to was
quickly reported to the State. His client has addressed it with the
State. And there will be a hearing on that. And he would appreciate
that the Board would not condemn before that hearing. Trustee Abato
said she doesn’t think it is condemning. She thinks it is taking
into consideration all of the information that was brought to the
Village Board and making a determination that until all of this
comes to fruition and we find out exactly what happened that we
should probably, and that is her own personal opinion, it is a re-
application. It did lapse. And unfortunately, she feels badly, but
she doesn’t feel comfortable saying yes, let’s waive this when we
don’t know. She is not saying that it is guilty or not guilty. But
she is saying that is something this Village Board has to be
responsible enough to. Mr. Ellsworth said if he may. The Village
Board did feel responsible enough not to waive the renewal of the
application requirement. All he is asking for is to give his client
enough time to get back up and running. He has to wait for the
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thirty day expiration for the liquor. If we require him to go to the
Planning Board it is going to be at least, at least, another thirty
days that he will not be able to make any money. He said he is
asking for a small bit of consideration for him. Trustee Simon said
he appreciates Mr. Ellsworth asking and he is sympathetic to it. But
pretty much for this year, though, the Board has taken a position
that if a permit expires, we ask the applicant to go back through
the process from step one again. Mr. Ellsworth said that is exactly
why he is asking them to waive that. Trustee Abato said that we are
not. Trustee Simon said that we have taken the position that we are
not waiving that. If somebody lapses, they start over again. Mr.
Ellsworth asked if that was an official position of this Board?
Trustee Abato asked the Mayor if he was going to put it to a vote.
The Mayor said yes, we can. Trustee Abato said that we haven’t done
it. We really actually have taken a firmer stand on these permits
to keep the downtown area safe and livable for everyone. We have had
some problems down there and she doesn’t think this Board has waived
any of the waiting period and she would think that the right thing
to do here is given all the circumstances, and it is not as though
we are doing it just because there were issues there. We are doing
this because of something that we have practiced all along. Mr.
Ellsworth said that he would point out that the issues that she is
referring to is not to do with the live permit but with alcohol.
Trustee Abato said right. We have taken away from this. The police
chief has firmly stated that this is something he was very concerned
about and brought it to the Board’s attention and that is something
that we have to look at as the Board who looks after the Village.
The Mayor said he would like to see if there is a motion and a
second. Is there a motion to waive the requirement that it be
referred to the Planning Board and that we set a public hearing.
Trustee Simon said that before we do that, just a quick question.
If we don’t waive. If we ask the Planning Board for a
recommendation, they will have their recommendation and we can
schedule it if we so choose, for a public hearing for the 29th. The
Mayor said no we can’t because it has to go to the Planning Board
first. Attorney Rice said we have a Planning Board meeting in the
interim. Trustee Simon said that whether we grant the waiver or not,
we are still going to be hearing this on the 29th. The Mayor said he
doesn’t know if we necessarily would because we are not going to get
back the recommendation of the Planning Board until the 29th and
then at that point we would schedule a public hearing. What we can
do here, and he doesn’t know if that is possible, but can we
schedule a public hearing now in anticipation. Attorney Rice said
yes. Trustee Abato said that if we don’t waive it, we have to set
the public hearing anyway. The Mayor said no, we wouldn’t. If we
don’t waive it, we are referring it to the Planning Board. Then the
Planning Board comes back to us and then we would set a public
hearing. Mr. Ellsworth said that if he may. He can see which way the
Board is going and he would certainly ask that the Board would set
a hearing conditional upon. The Mayor said what we can do is set a
public hearing for November 29, and presuming at that point, we have
the Planning Board’s recommendation then we can proceed. So again
there is no difference because even if we waive that right now we
would be setting a public hearing for the 29th. The Mayor asked if
everyone was comfortable that way. The Mayor said working together
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we can come up with a compromise. A motion to refer it to the
Planning Board and set a public hearing for November 29 at 7:15 p.m.
was made by Trustee Abato, seconded by Trustee Simon. Upon vote, the
motion was carried. Mr. Ellsworth asked if that was the same night
B the Planning Board and the Board. The Mayor said no, the Planning
Board has a meeting before that. Trustee Abato said we are having
a special Board meeting that night so we are going to throw it on
there because we will get the recommendation back before that so it
is easy for us to put it on for that night. The Mayor said the
Planning Board will be on the 10th. The Mayor said we can make sure
it is on the agenda for the 10th and then as long as they get us
back the recommendation before the 29th then we will hear it.
Attorney Rice asked Chief Osborn if he could have whatever
information he thinks is appropriate for the Planning Board for
their meeting on the 10th. Mr. Ellsworth thanked the Board. The
Mayor said he was glad we could come up with something that was
mutually agreeable to everyone.

E) Special Permit B Ole, Ole B Live Entertainment:

The Village Clerk said this was their first request. A motion to
send this to the Planning Board and to set a public hearing for
November 29, 2010 at 7:20 p.m. was made by Trustee Abato, seconded
by Trustee Simon. Upon vote, the motion was carried.

F) VFW B Request to Conduct the Veteran’s Day Parade B November 11,
2010:

Ms. Menschner said this was a request from the VFW to conduct the
Veteran’s Day Parade on November 11, 2010 right here at the
monument. A motion approving the request was made by Trustee Simon,
seconded by Trustee Abato. Upon vote, the motion was carried.

G)_Authorization for Mayor to Sign Penflex Service Fee Agreement -
$4600:

Ms. Menscher said this was a request for the Mayor to sign our
special service award program. The annual fee is $4600. A motion
authorizing the Mayor to sign the agreement was made by Trustee
Abato, seconded by Trustee Meehan.

AYES: Mayor Dagan LaCorte
Trustee Bruce Simon, Trustee Patricia Abato
Trustee William Schoenleber, Trustee John Meehan

NOES: None

ABSENT: None

H) Authorization for Good Samaritan Hospital Walk to Remember B
October 2, 2011:

The Village Clerk said this was for authorization for Good Samaritan
Hospital to have their annual Walk to Remember on October 2, 2011.
A motion approving the request was made by Trustee Abato, seconded
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by Trustee Schoenleber. Upon vote, the motion was carried.

I) Set Public Hearing B Amendment to Zoning Law Regarding Review of
Special Permits B November 29, 2010:

Ms. Menschner said we have to set another public hearing for the
amendment to the zoning law regarding review of special permits. Ms.
Menschner said we were going to set that for November 29, 2010 also.
A motion to set the public hearing at 7:30 p.m. was made by Trustee
Abato, seconded by Trustee Simon. The Mayor said before we take a
vote on that, he just wants to kind of explain to everybody. Right
now what happens is that similarly to what we just discussed that
when special permits come up, people come to the Village Board and
ask us to refer it to the Planning Board. So it is just an extra
step. Because someone has to come to the Village Board to ask us to
refer it to the Planning Board. So what we are doing is that we are
amending the zoning law so that when a special permit comes up, it
can go straight to the Planning Board. So that way it saves people
an extra step and it saves them time B an entire month B if they are
coming here to just have us refer it. So this is a public hearing
to change that. And ironically we have to refer that public hearing
to the Planning Board. Upon vote, the motion was carried.

AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION:

The Mayor said he is sorry that we are a little out of order here.
He asked that whoever comes up to the microphone to state their name
and address. 

Robert Rhodes of 26 Sky Meadow Road, Suffern, New York, said he was
the chairman of Preserve Ramapo. He said he wanted to talk about two
very important issues and their effect on the Village of Suffern.
The first is water and the second is bonds and bond ratings. He said
that as they undoubtedly know, the Town of Ramapo is right now
considering what is now probably the largest development that they
have ever considered in the town B approximately 500 housing units
on what is, without a doubt, the single most environmentally-
sensitive location and wetland. The Patrick Farm is smack dab in the
middle of one of only seven soul source aquifers in New York State.
And he would like to draw their attention to the fact that this
aquifer is a shallow gravel aquifer. It is the aquifer from which
Suffern draws its water and it is also the aquifer from which his
private well draws its water. It is well known that shallow gravel
aquifers are easily contaminated and therefore the protection of
Suffern’s water supply and his water supply is something of
paramount importance. He said he thinks that Lee Ross is going to
present a map showing that these five hundred housing units are
right there B right on the aquifer and he finds it remarkable that
the Town of Ramapo is even considering this. He said as you may
recall, the comprehensive plan for Ramapo allowed for one home on
an acre of land. Obviously land that was not environmentally
sensitive and the Town in its great desire to enrich a builder
increased that to eight units an acre B increasing his land profit
if this goes through by about 40 million dollars. Now the Town has
a law which it has ignored. Maybe it lost this law. It is called A
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Local Law Establishing An Aquifer and Well Field Protection Zone and
Provisions Regulating Various Activities Within Said District. He
said he would like to bring the Board’s attention to Section 7A B
the above regulated activities shall be reviewed to determine that
the activity will not (a) alter the subsurface flow of groundwater
to private wells and existing and potential water supply wells. Now
this applicant is planning on building, he believes, 14 drainage
ponds and most of this development will be smack dab on the streams
which flow from the pond in the middle of Patrick Farm under Route
202 and form the head waters of the Mahwah River. He said that he
would like to suggest that given the extreme sensitivity of our
water supply in Suffern, and given the fact that the Town of Ramapo
ignored its right and responsibility to hire an independent
reviewing expert to look at this application that it behooves
Suffern to do so. And he would like to request that Suffern hire its
own environmental experts and its own independent legal counsel to
look into this. He would like to draw their attention to the fact,
and no prejudice is meant, that the Village Attorney is representing
Patrick Farm, that your own Attorney, that he has a right to do, is
representing Patrick Farm in this matter but clearly he is not in
a position to give you independent legal counsel. He would also like
to inform the Board that the NYS Appeals Court has held that one
municipality can challenge the zoning of another municipality based
on environmental issues. And you may have heard some people,
including County Executive Vanderhoef, saying that we can do nothing
about things like Patrick Farm or chicken slaughter houses because
we can’t interfere in one town’s zoning. Well it is not true. Not
only do we have a really serious issue with the quality of
groundwater and the interference of groundwater with these drainage
ponds and contamination. There is also a serious flooding issue. He
said he doesn’t have to remind the Board that when the Ramapo River
floods it also floods in an extensive area in the Village of
Suffern. Now it may very well be that these fourteen drainage ponds,
while interfering with groundwater, will protect you from flooding.
But on the other hand it may very well be that the engineers are
wrong, which is a good reason why Suffern should intervene in this
issue and look independently at the problem of flooding and the
effect that Patrick Farm will have with this enormous amount of
roads and parking lots and roofs and the water has to go somewhere
and having been on the Village Board in Wesley Hills for many years
he has seen plans where they were assured that the drainage ponds,
or retention ponds, would be perfectly adequate for a hundred year
flood and then we had serious flooding despite these plans. So you
really should be concerned about this. 

He said that now he wanted to talk about bonds and bond issues. At
the time that Ramapo Supervisor Herb Reisman died in late 2000, the
Town of Ramapo had virtually no bonded indebtedness B somewhere in
the neighborhood of a million dollars. It was very little. By the
end of 2007, Ramapo had 75 million dollars of bonded indebtedness.
By the end of 2008, it added another 35 million dollars of bonded
indebtedness. He said he doesn’t have the latest figures for 2009
and 2010 but it looks to him that we are going to find that by the
end of this year, Ramapo will have about 150 million dollars of
bonded indebtedness. He asked why should we care about this. He said
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we should care about this because the Village of Suffern is in the
Town of Ramapo and there are projects that require that bonds be
placed. And anything that causes the bond rating of Ramapo to be
affected will affect the taxes of everybody in Ramapo, including
people who live in Suffern. Now to make this situation even worse,
in the State of New York, you are not allowed to start a capital
project until you have encumbered the funds, meaning usually that
you pass a resolution to float a bond for that capital project or
sometimes a municipality can encumber an income stream B let’s say
money coming from parking meters to make it very simple. Now what
has happened in Ramapo, because of Supervisor St. Lawrence’s
desperate urge to launch his baseball stadium, he spent about 7
million dollars on this stadium so far. Where did this money come
from. It clearly came from a misappropriation of funds raised by
bond issues that were raised for other purposes. He suspects that
the combination of this very rapid increase in bonded indebtedness
plus the willingness the Supervisor and his Town Board to
misappropriate bond funds and throw them into this project without
incumbering the finances necessary will affect Ramapo’s bond rating
and he doesn’t know what the Village can do about it, but he would
certainly hope that maybe you could at least tell Supervisor St.
Lawrence that you are not very happy about what he is going to be
doing and is doing to our town. He then thanked the Board.

The Mayor thanked Mr. Rhodes. He said if he would like to suggest
that obviously talking about the first issue, which he thinks is of
more of an immediate concern to people here, that he got several e-
mails and this was brought up last month concerning the impact of
potentially our water caused by the Patrick Farm development. He
said we have had a long history of fighting to protect our water.
It is a significant resource to this Village and something which we
take very seriously. The Mayor said he has been in touch B we have
a full-time engineer, and we also have two consulting engineers, one
of whom is an expert in water. So he is aware, and again the Mayor
said he doesn’t know if there was a miscommunication but we are
waiting for whatever information that can be provided to us about
the impact of the water so we can take a look at it. The Mayor said
that what he would suggest instead of going on tonight where again
we have other Village matters and we are not completely focused on
this is that we can set up a special meeting, we can give notice so
that way any Board members who want to come can come. If we just
have a meeting and only if he comes then only one other Board member
can come. So if we want we can set up a meeting upstairs in our
community room. He will invite our consulting engineer. He is under
contract. Again, just to come and the Mayor can talk to him about
maybe just donating a couple of hours of his time so he can hear
what everybody has to say and that we can take a look at it and see
what impact it has. And again we are well-aware, Mr. Rhodes, of the
fact that we can protest somebody else’s zoning that has a negative
impact on the Village, specifically we did hire consultants several
years ago to look into the Village’s rights with respect to the
proposed Montebello village center development which was supposed
to occur right at the edge of Suffern, essentially in the Village,
right across from Good Samaritan Hospital. Ultimately, the change
in administration there they never pursued the project but again we
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had similar concerns about how run-off, traffic and such could
impact our Village. So we are more than willing to take action if
we feel that something will impact our Village, our residents,
flooding and our water. So what he would suggest is that we can come
up with a time and a location. We can have a meeting. Everybody can
come. He believes that Lee has a power point presentation that he
wanted to present. He can have the opportunity to present it there
and provide us with whatever information he thinks is pertinent in
terms of determining how the development will impact our water. So
again we can focus solely on that. We can have our professionals
there. And again if it is determined that there really is a direct
concern that the Village can chart a course of action. So he thinks
that would make the most sense. He asked the Board if they had any
comments. 

Trustee Meehan said we are talking about a special meeting of the
Village Board. Is that correct. The Mayor said he thinks just a
meeting but he thinks we should say it’s a special meeting so we can
all come. Trustee Meehan said otherwise we can’t all come. He said
he thinks that is really something we could focus on because we were
just getting this today. He said he read about it in the papers and
things like that but he thinks it is important. Suffern water is
very important to us. And he thinks the Mayor is on the right track.
The Mayor said he will ask Tom Vanderbeek to come because as you
know Tom has done some work with us on water and that is an area of
expertise so as a consulting engineer he can come and listen to
people’s concerns and try to provide at least some expertise and
that way we are not just speaking as lay people. We can have
somebody who has an expertise and can really talk to us about the
impact. So he is looking at the calendar. The Mayor said that he
knows that Patrick Farm is moving along pretty quickly. So next week
or the week after. Today is the first. Maybe next week sometime B
Tuesday, Wednesday we can do it upstairs. He asked if anybody had
any ideas. He said he was pretty free. Trustee Meehan asked about
next Wednesday. Trustee Abato asked what time. The Mayor said this
is a public meeting. We are making it public so that every Board
member can come if they so choose. Trustee Abato said and also the
public. The Mayor said and the public, exactly. The Mayor said we
have to have notice. Trustee Meehan said we also have to have three
of us there or else we haven’t got a meeting. He said he is sure
that three of them will come. The Mayor said we are not taking
action anyway. We don’t have to have three. We just typically can’t
have three if it is not a public meeting. The Mayor said let’s make
it November 10 at 7:30 p.m. It will be an informational meeting and
we will post it on our website. He asked Virginia to give notice.
Ramapo Times is here so Rich will provide notice for us. 7:30 p.m.
in the Village auditorium. The Mayor said people could e-mail him
or anyone if there are people who want to present. He asked that
they please send him an e-mail so that way we can kind of make sure
that it is organized and have an agenda set out so that it is a
productive meeting. 

Patsy Wooters said that she appreciated the students staying to hear
this because what she has to say she thinks is of importance to them
too. She said she wants to thank the Village Board for their
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interest in Patrick Farm. And she knows that as a Suffern resident -
she lives behind here on Mansfield Place - that we are all very
concerned about our drinking water. And she just wants to piggy-back
another concern that she has. Our wells are actually situated on the
Ramapo River, and not the Mahwah River, and across the Orange County
line is a project that is more than twice the size of Patrick Farm
that would go ahead in the mountains. It would entail construction
on bedrock in an unprecedented scale. Dr. Alex Gates, who is the
head of geology at Rutgers in Newark, grew up in Monsey, hiked in
the Harriman State Park, has determined that the fissures in the
bedrock will allow pollution from the surface to be introduced
directly into the groundwater. It will not be filtered because there
is no filtration process in bedrock fissures. So this would entail
removing the organic material from the top in the process of
construction and opening up those fissures to pollution. So you have
automobiles, you have construction, all of those alien substances
would be introduced into the groundwater of our sole source aquifer.
She said she thinks this is something Suffern also should be
concerned about and in addition in order to build 1,195 units in the
mountains, which if you have been in the mountains you know it won’t
be an easy job, it will entail extensive blasting and one of the by-
products of blasting is the chemical perchlorate. Perchlorate is a
persistent chemical. It has a long life and when it gets into
drinking water it affects thyroid function and she is sure that all
of them know people who have suffered from thyroid disease. It is
not uncommon. And also it has impacts on mental health and also
learning disabilities. These issues are very serious for us who
drink Suffern water. They are not serious for the town of Tuxedo
because all of this stuff would be introduced to the water
downstream from them. So she really hopes that the Suffern Board
will also look into this issue. She said she doesn’t want to draw
from the importance of Patrick Farm. She supports all of the concern
that has been expressed and will be expressed and she thanks them
for the special meeting that they have put together. But she thinks
that Tuxedo Reserve is something else that we need to be concerned
about. The project at this point is in the process of an application
for revision of a special permit. The final impact statement is
being negotiated with the town. They have not yet approved this and
she does think it is something that the town should step in. For the
Board’s information, the Mayor of North Haledon has gone up several
times and spoken in opposition because of the potential impact of
the drinking water to his constituents.

Dave Gutierrez of 23 Meadow Avenue said he appreciates that the
Village wants to look into possibly understanding more about the
Patrick Farm project and possibly taking action against those zoning
issues but he is just not sure how that is going to happen when our
Village Attorney is the attorney for the project. He said he needs
to state that for the record.

Mr. Gutierrez said that the Town of Ramapo just voted for our taxes
to pay for additional work as it relates to surveying the ball
stadium project. This after an almost 70% community vote against any
public funding being allocated toward Project Grand Slam. He asked
the Mayor and Attorney Rice, on behalf of the Suffern taxpayers, who
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are also Rampao taxpayers, to talk to the Town of Ramapo to either
have that decision reversed or to find out how that is not going to
happen in the future, but more specifically how do we resolve that
problem so that Suffern taxpayers do not pay with their taxes on
something that we voted against. We played by the rules. We did a
referendum. We passed the referendum. And we are still paying taxes.
What is the Village Board going to do for Suffern? The Mayor said
we will take that under advisement. Mr. Gutierrez asked if he could
define further under advisement. The Mayor said you just brought it
up. Mr. Gutierrez said what? The Mayor said we will take it under
advisement. Mr. Gutierrez said he was asking for a little more
clarity. The Mayor said you just brought this up just now. You are
asking us to take action on something that is not within our
jurisdiction other than to state our opposition to something. So
again, just as a regular taxpayer, it is not a normal thing within
the context of what the Village Board does. Mr. Gutierrez said he
sees. He asked what can we expect and when. Mr. Gutierrez said can
we say in 30 days that we are going to revisit this situation. The
Mayor said he doesn’t know. He is not going to be put on the spot.
He asked the question and the Mayor said we will take it under
advisement. Mr. Gutierrez said okay. He said also the Town of
Ramapo, on the 25th of October, announced its plans to build on the
quarry and it talked as if it had been talking to the Village of
Suffern regarding this. There is a whole lot of information but he
thinks for times sake we will save it for next month’s public
meeting here. It is on film and he can provide that film. The Mayor
asked what is his question. Mr. Gutierrez said his question is are
we aware that building B that the initiative to build the quarry has
moved forward. The Mayor asked has it moved forward? Is it before
the Planning Board? Trustee Simon and Trustee Abato said nothing has
moved forward. Mr. Gutierrez said that according to Christopher St.
Lawrence, they have moved forward with it. Trustee Abato said maybe
they have. The Mayor said it is not before the Planning Board. 

Trustee Simon said this is how it works. The town may or may not be
in an arrangement with the developer. That is something for them to
decide. The zoning for the property is what the Village of Suffern
is going to decide. No one has approached the Village of Suffern
about any kind of zoning plans, any kind of building plans. Mr.
Gutierrez said great. That is all he wanted to know that you have,
as of today, have not heard anything from the Town of Ramapo. The
Mayor said he tells him this. Mr. Gutierrez said a month has gone
by. The Mayor said to let him finish. He said Mr. Gutierrez brings
something up and he has every right to bring these up but the
problem is that month in and month out it is like he tries to act
like we are trying to hide something or do something. The Mayor said
he has said the same position all along, right? You can take out
your tapes and do it. If there is a proposal, when it is before the
Planning Board, it will be a public hearing. It will get its fair
shake. Mr. Gutierrez has asked the Mayor fifty times and the Mayor
has said that he is not stating a position on something that isn’t
before a proper board yet. Whether he is opposed to it or whether
he is for it. He is not going to take a position on something
because they are afforded due process. And that is it. It is just
asking the same questions over and over again. Mr. Gutierrez said
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no, it is asking the same question a month later as an update to an
announcement by the Town of Ramapo regarding the statement that you
have full awareness of this project moving forward and he is asking
him if in fact. The Mayor said no. Trustee Abato said that we just
said that we do not have anything before us. Period. Done. End of
story. Mr. Gutierrez said he appreciates it. If Dagan wanted to
elaborate. The Mayor said that he is asking him to take a position
on a ballfield or whatever. Ask us about Village business. Mr.
Gutierrez said he has taken a position and he has his quote and
maybe he will save it for next month. The Mayor said what is his
question? Mr. Gutierrez said his question is have we heard anything
since the announcement by the Town of Ramapo as to whether or not
you guys have talked about building the quarry. The Mayor said what
exactly did they say? Mr. Gutierrez said he will send him the tape.
The Mayor said we are here. Having a discussion. Mr. Gutierrez said
they talked to Elliot Engle about funds, they asked Senator Schumer
for funds. The Town of Ramapo made a proposal to do housing B a new
proposal to do housing and parks and asking developers to fund more
studies as related to the flood mitigation process. Come to find out
that the builders don’t actually resolve the flood mitigation. They
are only supposed to put 2.5 million dollars towards the research
of mitigation. The Supervisor admits that they are the ones that
contacted the Goldstein Group and he has an interesting question for
our Village Attorney. Where was his office suite at the time of the
approach. Attorney Rice said that he will answer this. The one
meeting that was ever had was an informal discussion about two years
ago and he said that even though he doesn’t represent any of the
Goldstein’s he has known them for many years and he will not be the
attorney that reviews that application. Mr. Gutierrez said that he
believes his urban legend states that your office was actually in
their office suites? Is that true? Attorney Rice said of course.
Look in the phone book. Mr. Gutierrez said he has more information
based on Dagan’s question.

Trustee Abato said she would like to say a few things to Mr.
Gutierrez. She said that number one is that he has asked us a
question about the quarry. We have answered you. We have told you
that nothing has come before us. And the Mayor has repeatedly stated
and has always made it his practice to keep the residents very
informed on anything that goes on in this Village. And she thinks
he does a great job of that. And she thinks that is one of the
things that we love most about it. Number two is when we do have
information on the quarry is that she will personally will give him
a phone call to let him know that he doesn’t have to come to Board
meeting after Board meeting to ask the same question over and over
again. He will be one of the first people to know that we have
information and something has come across our desks on it. She said
he has her promise. Mr. Gutierrez said great. Trustee Abato said
number three is that she would appreciate it as a Board member, and
out of respect to Mr. Rice, as our attorney and he sits on this
stage as our attorney, that you do not come up here repeatedly
pointing the finger at him. If this Board thought for one minute
that there was any conflict of interest or if he was doing anything
that wasn’t in the best interest of this Village, we would take
action on it. She said she thanks Mr. Gutierrez for his opinion on
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it. We have heard it many, many times but we don’t want to hear it
anymore. We have heard from you for month after month that Mr. Rice
B everybody is quite aware that he is involved in Patrick Farms and
everybody is aware of where his office is. He has been with this
Village for many, many years and he has had the same office for
many, many years. So if you have something to come to us with new
information or something that is vital to this Village and what we
do here, that would be wonderful. But to sit here, meeting after
meeting, and seeing you point the finger and make accusations
against a man who has done nothing but good for this Village is very
disheartening to her. And she would appreciate it in the future if
he has something that he wants us to make an immediate decision on,
that he needs to give us a little bit of time instead of trying to
embarrass us and try to put us on the spot and ask us for a
decision. When we are given information we sit as a Board and we
discuss it and we find a good ending to a situation that occurs and
is brought to our attention. So it is really unfair of him to come
here and point fingers and ask for immediate decisions on things.
That would be irresponsible and that is one thing this Board is not
B is irresponsible. Mr. Gutierrez said he was sorry that they
misinterpreted his questions and not his pointing a finger.
Interesting. 

Mayor LaCorte said that everything he has said about the quarry is
them discussing the quarry. They haven’t said anything. Mr.
Gutierrez said did he accuse or did he ask if our Village Board had
heard anything based on the announcement from the Town. He doesn’t
know why he is getting upset. The Mayor said that everything that
Mr. Gutierrez said seems that they are discussing on how they want
to proceed. Mr. Gutierrez said this is the words from the Town
Supervisor. He is just writing them from a direct quote. The Mayor
said what he said wasn’t an announcement. What he said there B Mr.
Gutierrez said it was stated at a public meeting. The Mayor said
everything you said there seems to him that the Supervisor is
discussing how they want to proceed. It doesn’t seem to him like
some big announcement. They are just saying that we need to try to
get funding here. This is what we want to do. It doesn’t seem to him
that that is a big announcement. They haven’t even come forth with
a plan. Mr. Gutierrez said he simply asked if there was an update.
The Mayor said he is going to answer his question on the ballfield.
The bottom line is we had a vote on the ballfield. Everybody had
their positions. But the Village Board is not running the Town of
Ramapo. So the bottom line is that he is not, on behalf of the
Village Board, going to take a position or go ahead in terms of
moving forward or making any statements in terms of the ballfield.
He is the Mayor of the Village of Suffern. If he wants to run the
Town of Ramapo, then he will run for office in the Town of Ramapo.
He is focused on the issues that impact the Village of Suffern. Yes,
things that go on in the Town of Ramapo impact us and affect us. But
there is enough going on in the Village that we have to be concerned
with the issues that impact us. We have a litigation with the sewer
district. So that we are moving forward and protecting our rights.
But every time we come here we are not going to sit here and try for
him to put the Mayor on the spot with statements of oh what is going
on in the Town of Ramapo or that. Talk about the issues that impact
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the Village of Suffern directly. Mr. Gutierrez said taxes and water.
The Mayor said the ballfield or whatever. 

Trustee Meehan said that the quarry is one of the things that he is
very much concerned about and he hasn’t read in the paper any
announcements and if Mr. Gutierrez would share that with him in
terms of an e-mail or something and tell him when this announcement
was made. He said he reads the Journal News every day and he doesn’t
recall seeing this announcement but he would sure like to hear about
it because he hasn’t heard a damn thing about this quarry
development and he took a very strong stance in this election about
that so he is very interested in any news about the quarry. So he
hopes he could share it with him and his fellow Board members. Mr.
Gutierrez said he appreciates his inquiry and he will post the video
and he will send it to the entire Board. And just for the record,
he is a taxpayer and you work for us. And if he wants to come here
and talk about any question that he wants and it is within reason
and you are just going to have to live with it. And if you take his
questions defensively so as not to hear what it is he is asking then
he thinks the citizens of Suffern have finally had it. 

Mr. Gutierrez said his last thing. He thanked Mr. Schoenleber for
assuming responsibilities around farming in Suffern and he is really
excited about hearing about our plans to talk about possible farming
projects coming up in January. 

TRUSTEES:

A) Trustee Bruce Simon B Trees:

Trustee Bruce Simon said that John Wickes, our consulting arborist,
has finished up his survey of the properties on the three streets
that are going to get plantings. He said he is awaiting his final
thing. He should have it in the next day or so and then letters are
going to go out to the homeowners. As we said all along that the
people who lost a tree in front of their house in the right-of-way
are going to be offered a tree planted on their property purchased
by the Village, planted by the Village, maintained by the Village
for one year. Once that one year is up, the tree becomes the
property of the homeowner. Our hands are clean. We are done. That
is how we are moving forward with that. That is the tree update for
today.

B) Trustee William Schoenleber B 3 Surplus Vehicles B 2004 Ford,
1999 Ford, 1991 Jeep:

Trustee William Schoenleber said that we have three vehicles down
at the Sewer Department B a 2004 Ford, a 1999 Ford, and a 1991 Jeep
that is not being used by the Village. He said he thinks we should
surplus them and put them out to bid. A motion to surplus them and
put them out to bid with a return date of November 28 at 11:00 a.m.
was made by Trustee Abato, seconded by Trustee Simon. Upon vote, the
motion was carried.

The Mayor asked if there were any other Trustee items. The Mayor
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said he had no items that weren’t already addressed on the agenda.

Trustee Abato said that she didn’t want to close this meeting since
this will be Bill Schoenleber’s last official Board meeting B
Village Board regular meeting. November 29 we do have a special
Board meeting that Bill will be attending but she didn’t want to
leave tonight without thanking him and letting him know that it was
probably one of the biggest honors to serve with him. While Andy
took ill and had to leave very quickly, Bill stepped right up to the
plate and was very happy to work with this Board. A day hasn’t gone
by where he has not been supportive of each and every department of
this Village. Where his heart wasn’t in every decision that he has
made here in this Village and anytime that you talk to Bill, he
definitely radiates how much he loves this Village and how much he
wants good things to happen here. So she just wanted to let him know
how much she personally appreciates him and all the work that he has
done here. She said that she hopes that we are going to see him back
out here again for another swing at it because she believes that he
is probably one of the best Trustees that the Village Board has seen
and she thanks him for all that he has done for us. And she is going
to miss him and she wants to see him sitting on the other side of
this with a smiling face and still keep all the good ideas and the
good things that you have for this Village brought to this Village
and keep your eye on the Village because we depend on you and we
will continue to depend on you. Trustee Schoenleber thanked her.

Trustee Simon said one last thing. It has been a pleasure and an
honor and anything that he wants to do, he has his back. 

Trustee Meehan said that Bill has gotten here and hit the ground
running and has worked very hard as a Trustee. He thanked him.

The Mayor thanked him.

A motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:50 p.m. was made by Trustee
Schoenleber, seconded by Trustee Abato. Upon vote, the motion was
carried.


