
Village Board Meeting
October 3, 2011 

A regular Village Board meeting was held on the above date at 7:00
p.m. with the following members present:

PRESENT: Mayor Dagan LaCorte
Trustee Bruce Simon, Trustee Patricia Abato
Trustee Jo Meegan-Corrigan, Trustee John Meehan

ALSO PRESENT: Virginia Menschner, Village Clerk
Terry Rice, Village Attorney

ABSENT: None

(Trustee Abato and Trustee Meehan were late)

SET DATES FOR NOVEMBER MEETINGS:

The Mayor said the first item on the workshop is to set the dates
for the November meetings. The workshop will be on November 2, 2011
at 7:00 p.m. The Board meeting will be the following Monday,
November 7, 2011 at 7:30 p.m.

FIRE DEPARTMENT:

Deputy Chief Mike Stark said he just had two items for the Board to
consider tonight. One is the request to attend the parade in Nyack
for Halloween and the other is a request to have a wing night at the
Hose Company on November 19. A motion approving both requests was
made by Trustee Simon, seconded by Trustee Meegan-Corrigan. Upon
vote, the motion was carried.

GRANT WRITER:

Mr. Fred Rella said that he filed two grants this past month. The
first one that was filed was for the Justice Court and Christine
Andersen was very helpful in getting that done. It came right down
to the wire in getting all the documentation because a lot of it
involved construction. They needed drawings and also Charles Sawicki
was very helpful in making that happen. They got it in by the
September 15 deadline and then on the 18th they gave them a notice
that they extended it to November 15 - the application. Sometimes
that is the way things work. Mr. Rella said he also worked with the
fire department in putting in for a FEMA grant this month. It was
approximately $45,000 and Chief McInerney was real helpful in that -
pulling that together as was Tom Zordan in getting some information.
He said what they are putting in for are - if you are familiar with
the term ATV’s - like All Terrain Vehicles, the four-wheel quad
vehicles that you see. These are called All Terrain Utility vehicles
and they are six wheeled vehicles and what you can do is you can
carry apparatus, emergency equipment and the like into a wooded area
or a mountainous area or a muddy area and they would be very
helpful. Particularly when we had Hurricane Irene here or things
back in the quarry. These would be very advantageous. 
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Mr. Rella said he also put in for the photo ID system - that was the
one that was purchased a while ago but it was a $3800 purchase and
we have a $3000 grant for that so we will be able to get $3000 back
on that photo ID system which is used at the Memorial pool and also
for employee ID badges at times and the like. He said he is also
working with the Suffern Community Foundation on the $5000 grant for
the taxicab program which is to take senior citizens who are Village
residents for doctor’s visits. And that is a very useful program.
Right now he is working with the Attorney General to make sure that
all the financials are up to date for the Foundation because that
has to be in place in order to receive the money. And lastly,
Carrine couldn’t be here tonight so he would like to update them
quickly on the facade program. He said the bid packages are being
finalized between basically Carrine, Terry Rice and Michael Shilale.
And they should be done in the next week to ten days, hopefully, and
then it will be floated out there for a thirty day period and then
be able to actually begin that process. The Mayor thanked Mr. Rella.

CULTURE AND RECREATION:

Mrs. Gail Curtin said that since the last meeting, the senior
citizen picnic was held on September 8. They had their 9/11
candlelight ceremony on September 11. Girl Scouts had a garage sale
on September 25. Senior movie afternoon on September 29 and
yesterday, as many of them know who were there with Elaine and
herself, the breast cancer awareness fashion show was held at the
community center and she thinks she would like to just say again how
proud she is to be involved with the oversight of the community
center and the permission that the Board gives for events such as
this. To her it really is something that matters and it was a
wonderful afternoon. Upcoming, they have the first DARE dance of
this school year on Friday, October 14. Halloween window painting
on Saturday, October 15. And she just put an asterisk next to that
as a reminder that you did get the paperwork and thank you those of
you, along with the recreation board, who responded to the changes
that they were suggesting for that this year. They appreciate it.
That same day, October 15, the car show will be held on Lafayette
Avenue from 2:00 to 5:00 p.m. And that of course is sponsored by the
Chamber of Commerce. Blood drive, Tuesday, October 18. Senior movie
afternoon Thursday, October 27. The traditional Village Halloween
parade Sunday, October 30. And LEAD will begin its school year
session with them on Friday, November 4. And in that regard she said
that she just wanted to share with them - Mrs. Curtin said that she
hadn’t even shared it with Elaine yet but she will. The liaison up
at the high school, on behalf of the students, is asking us, Elaine
and herself particularly, and then the Board, for suggestions as to
some piece of equipment that the LEAD kids might donate to the
community center. So they will be working on that and of course they
will get it to the Board before they make that decision. 

Mrs. Curtin said she had two miscellaneous items - one is the pool.
Obviously we are all aware that due to the tropical storm or
Hurricane Irene, the pool season was closed one week early this year
and she would like to thank Charles Sawicki and Bob Conklin. At this
point, the two of them and herself and Lou have made several trips
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to the pool putting together a lot of information so we can let the
Mayor know where we think we are in terms of the repairs and
replacements that are needed for 2012. And lastly, really sad, but
we all know that through no fault of our own, we did make the
decision to cancel Suffern Day this year. She said she didn’t have
a chance to mention to Tom because they made phone calls late today
but they have received 9 out of 12 responses from the businesses
asking them to hold onto the money until next year. And the other
three are not negative. She just didn’t reach them yet. So it looks
like that account that they have will stay in tact until next year.

BUILDING DEPARTMENT:

The Mayor said the Building Department has two items on the agenda.

A) REQUEST: MR. JACARUSO TO ATTEND THREE DAY SEMINAR, ALBANY, NEW
YORK:

The Mayor said the first item is a request for our building
inspector, Joe Jacaruso, to attend a three day seminar in Albany,
New York at a cost of $265 for the seminar plus $357 for lodging,
fuel and tolls for a total of $622. A motion authorizing the request
was made by Trustee Abato, seconded by Trustee Meegan-Corrigan.

AYES: Mayor Dagan LaCorte
Trustee Bruce Simon, Trustee Patricia Abato
Trustee Jo Meegan-Corrigan

NOES: None

ABSENT: Trustee John Meehan (who came later to meeting)

B) SQUIRE’S GATE - BUILDING PERMIT FEES:

The Mayor said this other item is something that they discussed but
they wanted to have a vote on it. In terms of the fees associated
with building permits, not building permits themselves. They
discussed possibly waiving the fees with respect to people who need
to replace their basements or other work as a result of the
hurricane. These are not things that are being done because they
want to improve their home. They are just forced to do this because
it was destroyed. So again, while we are still requiring a building
permit, they thought it would be a good idea to waive the fee under
these circumstances. A motion waiving the fees was made by Trustee
Simon, seconded by Trustee Abato. Upon vote, the motion was carried.

POLICE DEPARTMENT:

Chief Clarke Osborn said he would just like to explain the item on
the agenda.

A) AUTHORIZE P.O. RICK MARSH TO ATTEND "ACCIDENT RESPONSE TO
TERRORIST TRAINING":

Chief Osborn said that this is a request to attend "Accident
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Response to Terrorist Training" in New Mexico from November 7 to
November 11 at no cost to the Village. As he thinks most of them are
aware, Rick Marsh is our representative from the Village of Suffern
that is on the county REACT team, which is also the county SWAT
team. He is an explosive reacher. Part of the requirement to be an
explosive reacher is to go to this school. He is going with several
other officers from Rockland County. The county picks up all the
costs involved. He just wanted to explain just so you know what it
is involving. It is not just a local course but it is something that
he is required as an explosive reacher. A motion authorizing the
request was made by Trustee Abato, seconded by Trustee Meegan-
Corrigan. Upon vote, the motion was carried. It will be no cost to
the Village.

Chief Osborn said they had a very busy month with vehicle and
traffic enforcement. Under state grants, they did two safe road
details in September as well as one commercial vehicle enforcement
detail last week. And these three details total about 14 hours total
and they issued over 170 vehicle and traffic summonses and impounded
multiple vehicles for safety violations and made arrests as well.
So he just wanted to make them aware of that. And just to give them
an update, he thinks they are well aware of this, as well as the
public, since it has been all over the news. Bergen County had an
escaped convict, Paul Kramer, who was convicted of attempted murder.
This happened about 6:00 a.m. when he clipped off his bracelet in
Mahwah. His vehicle was located here in the Village of Suffern about
4:00 p.m. An extensive manhunt went on for him at this time. There
was nothing that came up that day. Chief Osborn said they had some
reasonable cause to believe, along with the Sheriff’s department and
Bergen County prosecutor, that he possibly was in the quarry area.
So cadaver dogs from the Bergen County Sheriff’s office, which are
human scent dogs, were brought up. One dog did indicate in one real,
real deep part of the quarry and they worked with the fire
department very extensively. The fire department was great. They had
six dive teams. They went down at this point and they did not
recover anything. But they are also going to consider to search, he
believes, with some sonar. And he doesn’t know if Chief Mike Stark
was spoken to today. Chief Osborn said he spoke to the chief of the
Piermont police and fire department and they are going to send over
a sonar unit from the lab to try to find any detection of anything
abnormal under the water. Because in all fairness to these fire
guys, he gives them all credit. 110 feet of water and they still
didn’t hit bottom at that point. So it is very deep. So the chief
said he just wanted to give them an update. They don’t feel like he
is running around the Village. He just wants to make people aware.
Obviously we are working with Bergen County authorities to try to
finish this up. The Mayor thanked the chief.

AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION:

Richard Gandon from the Suffern Chamber of Commerce said first he
would like to thank the DPW for all of their help at the last street
fair. They set up the stage, they took it down for them and they
really went above and beyond. As well as Jo Corrigan who provided
the food for all these entertainers. So they appreciate that. He
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said they do have next year’s proposed street fair dates. They are
April 29, June 3, and September 16. He said he spoke with Gail
Curtin and apparently there is no conflict so he would like to get
those approved, if possible. He didn’t know if that happened now or
at some other time. A motion approving the dates was made by Trustee
Abato, seconded by Trustee Meegan-Corrigan. Upon vote, the motion
was carried.

Mr. Gandon said the other thing is that he met with the Chamber
board and they would like to talk to the Village about the Chamber
paying for way finding signs. Way finding signs would be decorative
poles similar to the light poles that they have. And then there
would be signs saying free parking this way, the post office that
way, Village Hall, the museum and all the different attractions in
the Village. So they would like to talk with Village Board members
as well as Charles Sawicki and anyone else that has to be involved
in that. They would like to pay for it and use the sign shop to
actually build the signs that go on the poles. 

Mr. Gandon said the last thing, actually as a resident, at the last
Village Board meeting, one of the residents made a stink about the
dog situation in the park by the DARE rink. That park is a bit of
an enigma. There are two no dogs allowed signs. There is one sign
that states that you should pick up after your dog as well as a
receptacle for bags. By the way, we hold dog training classes in the
park where there is a no dog allowed sign. So personally he thinks
the Board might want to consider removing the no dogs allowed signs.
There is also a receptacle for bags and the Village is paying for
bags for people to pick up after their dogs. And again he thinks
that taxpayers shouldn’t be on the hook for people picking up after
the dogs. Maybe the code enforcers should swoop in and give tickets
or something like that. It is a little strange to pick up after your
dog and there is a place for bags but there are no dogs allowed. You
may want to consider that.

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS:

A) REQUESTING AUTHORIZATION TO RESCHEDULE PUBLIC HEARING TO MODIFY
RIGHT OF WAY DISTURBANCE PERMITS:

Mr. Charles Sawicki requested authorization to reschedule the public
hearing to modify the right of way disturbance permits for the
November Board meeting. The final review is currently underway. A
motion to reschedule the public hearing to November 7 at 7:45 p.m.
was made by Trustee Simon, seconded by Trustee Meegan-Corrigan. Upon
vote, the motion was carried.

B) REQUESTING AUTHORIZATION TO SCHEDULE THE PUBLIC HEARING TO MODIFY
THE WATER AND WASTEWATER CONNECTION FEES:

Mr. Sawicki said he was requesting authorization to schedule the
public hearing to modify the water and wastewater connection fees
for the November Board meeting. A motion authorizing the request to
set the public hearing for November 7 at 7:50 p.m. was made by
Trustee Simon, seconded by Trustee Meegan-Corrigan. Upon vote, the
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motion was carried.

C) REQUESTING AUTHORIZATION TO RELEASE APPLICATION FOR PAYMENT NO.
6 AND FINAL PAYMENT TO DIAMOND CONSTRUCTION FOR THE ROADWAY
IMPROVEMENT PROJECT PHASE III:

Mr. Sawicki asked for authorization to release application for
payment no. 6 and final payment to Diamond Construction for the
roadway improvement project phase III. This payment is in the amount
of $14,944.01. A motion authorizing the release was made by Trustee
Simon, seconded by Trustee Meegan-Corrigan. Trustee Abato asked if
everything was satisfactory. Mr. Sawicki said yes, they were just
here last week. They finished up touching up the lines on the
crosswalks that were, through the plowing season, were slightly
damaged. So they came back and retouched them or touched them up and
redid that and it is all complete now. Trustee Abato said okay. So
everything is satisfactory. Mr. Sawicki said right.

AYES: Mayor Dagan LaCorte
Trustee Bruce Simon, Trustee Patricia Abato
Trustee Jo Meegan-Corrigan

NOES: None

ABSENT: Trustee John Meehan (who was late)

Mr. Sawicki said he had one other item he would like to add that is
not on the agenda. He said he is requesting authorization to attend
the Southeast New York Stormwater Conference on October 19, 2011.
It is in Beacon, New York and the cost is $100. A motion authorizing
the request was made by Trustee Abato, seconded by Trustee Meegan-
Corrigan.

AYES: Mayor Dagan LaCorte
Trustee Bruce Simon, Trustee Patricia Abato
Trustee Jo Meegan-Corrigan

NOES: None

ABSENT: Trustee John Meehan (who was late)
VILLAGE CLERK:

A) REQUEST: BLOCK PARTY FOR SQUIRE’S GATE - OCTOBER 15, 2011
(CHRISTINE SCHNABEL):

Village Clerk Virginia Menschner said the first thing she had was
a request from Squire’s Gate to have a block party on October 15.
A motion approving the request was made by Trustee Abato, seconded
by Trustee Meegan-Corrigan. Upon vote, the motion was carried. The
Village Clerk said she will notify the DPW for barricades.

B) SERVICE AWARD PROGRAM - AUTHORIZE MAYOR TO SIGN NEW AGREEMENT -
$5,000 (2010 - $4600):

Ms. Menschner said this is for the service award program to
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authorize the Mayor to sign the agreement for $5,000 for the year.
It was $4,600 last year. A motion authorizing the Mayor to sign the
agreement was made by Trustee Abato, seconded by Trustee Meegan-
Corrigan.

AYES: Mayor Dagan LaCorte
Trustee Bruce Simon, Trustee Patricia Abato
Trustee Jo Meegan-Corrigan

NOES: None

ABSENT: Trustee John Meehan (who was late)

C) REQUEST - ROBERT APPLE, PLANNING BOARD MEMBER TO ATTEND ONE DAY
CONFERENCE:

The Village Clerk said we have a request for another Planning Board
member to attend a one-day conference for the New York Stormwater
Conference. Cost $80 plus mileage and tolls. A motion authorizing
the request was made by Trustee Abato, seconded by Trustee Simon.

AYES: Mayor Dagan LaCorte
Trustee Bruce Simon, Trustee Patricia Abato
Trustee Jo Meegan-Corrigan

NOES: None

ABSENT: Trustee John Meehan (who was late)

Ms. Menschner said she has a request from the VFW and the American
Legion to have a parade on Veteran’s Day. They will start at 10:30
in the parking lot right here and proceed over to the monument. A
motion authorizing the request was made by Trustee Simon, seconded
by Trustee Abato. Upon vote, the motion was carried. The Village
Clerk said they also want the use of our P.A. system which she will
work with Gail on.

The Village Clerk said she also has one more request. This one is
from Trustee Jo Corrigan to attend the NY Planning Federation on
October 9 to October 11 and the cost of that would be $397.56 plus
mileage and tolls. A motion authorizing the request was made by
Trustee Abato, seconded by Trustee Simon.

AYES: Mayor Dagan LaCorte
Trustee Bruce Simon, Trustee Patricia Abato
Trustee Jo Meegan-Corrigan

NOES: None

ABSENT: Trustee John Meehan (who was late)

TRUSTEES:

Trustee Jo Meegan-Corrigan said she had a very quick update on
Hurricane Irene. She said we only have approximately six houses left
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to inspect. All the homeowners have been contacted and they should
be completed this week. She said we still have the Village phone
available for anybody who needs to make a phone call that needs help
or assistance and that phone is on seven days a week. And if it
rings, she answers it. It does have voice mail now. And the phone
calls seem to be quieting down a little bit. There are only about
two a day and the questions are getting less severe. So she thinks
everyone is settling as much as they possibly can. And she will keep
them updated on anything else that comes up.

Trustee Meehan arrived.

MAYOR:

A) APPOINTMENT OF ASSISTANT BUILDING INSPECTOR (PART TIME):

The Mayor said we discussed creating this position. This again will
save us money over the previous building inspector based on the
salary that we are paying plus our current building inspector is out
of town Friday’s so we will have this person cover then and he
thinks that in the long-term, as Mr. Jacaruso wants to take more
time away, this person will be able to fit in. And he thinks again
they will work hours up to part-time hours as needed. It is not
going to be automatic. It will be a maximum of 19 hours but he
really does anticipate far less hours than that. In the beginning,
definitely, maybe a couple of hours a week, 10 hours a month or
something. He doesn’t think it will be a lot of hours. It starts at
$16 an hour. The Mayor said he wants to appoint Joe Tichenor as
assistant building inspector, part-time, $16 an hour not to exceed
19 hours a week. A motion confirming the appointment was made by
Trustee Abato, seconded by Trustee Meegan-Corrigan. Upon vote, the
motion was carried.

B) ADJUST VILLAGE CLERK’S SALARY:

The Mayor said this item he discussed with all the Trustees. Based
on the adjustment of our Village Clerk position in terms of being
a consultant, we had talked about time and all that, and as a new
arrangement what we want to do is be fair to the Village and
Virginia and as everyone knows we are saving a significant amount
of money but we also want to do the right thing. So we had talked
about adjusting the salary to increase it from $20,000 to $30,000 -
an addition of $10,000. The Mayor said we need a motion to amend the
budget. The motion was made by Trustee Abato, seconded by Trustee
Meegan-Corrigan.

AYES: Mayor Dagan LaCorte
Trustee Bruce Simon, Trustee Patricia Abato
Trustee Jo Meegan-Corrigan, Trustee John Meehan

NOES: None

ABSENT: None

C) APPOINT WILLIAM SCHOENLEBER TO THE UNEXPIRED TERM OF VINCENT
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TAMBURRO:

The Mayor said the last item on his agenda, unfortunately, we are
obviously looking forward to welcoming back Bill Schoenleber to the
Parking Authority but it is coming in that he is filling the
unexpired term of Vincent Tamburro who passed away about a month and
a half ago. He was a really great servant to this Village and really
beloved in the community and in the fire house. He was taken from
us way too young so he is appointing Bill Schoenleber to fill the
unexpired term of Vincent Tamburro and it expires December, 2013.

Trustee Meehan said the Mayor had asked him to handle this. He said
he and Charles met with Neil Granholm at the footbridge across the
Mahwah at Brooklands. And as they know, Neil built this bridge with
his late father-in-law, Robert Radel. Neil has offered - he owns a
construction company - and he has offered to repair the bridge which
mainly consists of repairing and replacing the railings and he has
also agreed to provide all the materials and labor for the project
free of charge and the only thing he would like is a small plaque
placed on the bridge to be provided by the Village to read as
follows: "This bridge is dedicated in the memory of Robert Radel."
He was one of the original builders of the bridge and he thinks they
all agree that that would be a fine thing to do. So he makes the
motion to accept the gift from Mr. Granholm, seconded by Trustee
Meegan-Corrigan. Upon vote, the motion was carried. The Mayor
thanked Trustee Meehan for his help on that. And he thinks it is
something that is a great thing for him to do in his father-in-laws
memory.

A motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:31 p.m. was made by Trustee
Abato, seconded by Trustee Meegan-Corrigan. Upon vote, the motion
was carried.


