
Special Village Board Meeting
Tuesday, October 12, 2010 

A special Village Board meeting was held on the above date at 4:00
p.m. with the following members present:

PRESENT: Mayor Dagan LaCorte
Trustee Bruce Simon, Trustee John Meehan
Trustee William Schoenleber

ALSO PRESENT: Virginia Menschner, Village Clerk
Terry Rice, Village Attorney

ABSENT: Trustee Patricia Abato

The Mayor said that what he would like to do quickly is to deal with
these two other issues fairly quickly so Gail and Mike can leave.

So what he will first do is the Appointment of the Part-Time Code
Enforcement Officer II. The Mayor said that just so everybody knows
this is for a second part-time code enforcer. We discussed this at
the workshop. Mike was there to talk about it. He is a certified
code enforcer. He is also one of our fire chiefs. So we believe that
he will do a good job. The Mayor said he has to give credit to
Virginia and Joanne. We had some hitches with civil service in terms
of missing some information on the application. We all worked hard
today and we were able to get the official approval from them. So
he would like to appoint Michael Stark as Part-Time Code Enforcement
Officer II. He will get the same rate that Randy gets paid. He gets
paid per hour. Obviously he bills the Village and only gets paid if
he puts in the hours. So it is not like B he said he thinks it is
up to 19 hours per week but if he doesn’t work, he doesn’t get paid.
So it is not an automatic 19 hours. And it is a six month
probationary period. Trustee Meehan said he would make the motion
and then he would like to speak on the question. The motion was
seconded by Trustee Simon. Trustee Meehan said on the question. The
Village currently is authorized to have a full-time code enforcement
officer and now we are going to have two half-time. He said in his
experience with that office, two half-time is not going to get the
job done. So he thinks it is important that we try and get a full-
time person. He said he doesn’t know if there is a full-time on the
list but also he thinks it is important to have someone there during
the day and he knows to have that job done successfully the person
always has to be around during the day because obviously there are
pluses for people who are able to work at night but he would just
like to go on the record saying that he really feels it is important
to have a full-time person in this position. The Mayor said he
agrees with Jack 100%. Just so he knows, John Layne is dual
certified, as you know, in both code and building. He has been
acting as code enforcement and building inspector. While he is going
to focus primarily on building, he is still going to work on code
violations and he tends to work during the day. The Mayor said he
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agrees with Trustee Meehan but again he thinks it is very important
especially with this job where somebody essentially is free to go
out and is, to a certain degree, judge, jury and executioner that
we are comfortable with the person we are hiring. So we have to have
the right person so again he believes that while we will look for
somebody else, in the meantime, we need more help. We will have
three people who will be writing code violations. We will have Mike,
Randy and John Layne. And again, like Trustee Meehan, let’s find the
right person but again everything isn’t the panacea but he thinks
that we are working towards doing a good job. We have put a lot of
work into the building department. John Loniewski isn’t with us for
reasons that he thinks most of us know. Ken Carr didn’t work out.
So we are trying to get it right. We are moving in the right
direction. But again he agrees with him that we will look for a
full-time person but he wouldn’t just hire someone who has no
experience in this Village, someone we don’t know, because again it
is very important. But he notes his comments and he appreciates
that.

AYES: Mayor Dagan LaCorte
Trustee Bruce Simon, Trustee William Schoenleber
Trustee John Meehan

NOES: None

ABSENT: Trustee Patricia Abato

The Mayor welcomed Mike aboard.

Permission to Order Pool Cover (Monies in Lieu of Recreation):

Gail Curtin said thank you for addressing this tonight B this
afternoon. She said we are looking for authorization to use money
in lieu of recreation for a replacement cover for the main pool. The
cover was destroyed this past winter during a storm. We will get two
proposals and we will take the lowest proposal. A motion giving
permission to order a pool cover, not to exceed $9000, was made by
Trustee Meehan, seconded by Trustee Schoenleber.

AYES: Mayor Dagan LaCorte
Trustee Bruce Simon, Trustee William Schoenleber
Trustee John Meehan

NOES: None

ABSENT: Trustee Patricia Abato

Mrs. Curtin said she would like to thank Terry and Kathy for working
with her today.

The Mayor said we will now bring up the public hearing.

Public Hearing B Good Samaritan Hospital B Special Permit:

Attorney Rice said as you know, the hospital use is a special permit
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pursuant to the zoning law. The hospital filed an application for
a special permit. It was referred to the Planning Board. Under the
zoning law, the Planning Board was required to review it and make
a recommendation to the Board of Trustees. On August 18, the
Planning Board did two things. Pursuant to their request to be Lead
Agency, which this Board consented to, they adopted a negative
declaration and on that date they also adopted a resolution
recommending approval of the special permit. The matter was also
referred to the County Department of Planning as it is required to
be. By letter dated September 29, the Rockland County Department of
Planning recommended approval and they gave the following gratuitous
comment, which they have a right to do but it is not binding on the
Board. It says that the Village has previously considered creating
a hospital zoning district encompassing the Good Samaritan Hospital
campus. Since hospital related uses would be permitted as of right
in such a zoning district, special permit applications would not
necessarily be necessary for renovations and expansion projects like
the subject proposal. The Village should evaluate whether a hospital
zoning district designation be more appropriate for these parcels
than the current R-15. Attorney Rice said this is something we have
been advocating for some period of time. Four to six weeks ago, our
planner and he met with the hospital and their planner and their
attorney and that is in the works. It is something that makes sense.
Although that is not a binding condition, that also is in the
process. The hospital is looking for a 9000 square foot expansion
to the emergency room. It would have increased the room capacity
from 20 to 32 patients but as the hospital has explained, they are
utilizing the space for 32 or more people in any event. So it
doesn’t have any additional impact. There are no variances that are
required for this. The application complies with the standards for
a special permit for a hospital in Section 266-33(p) of the zoning
law. If you grant the special permit approval today, they will be
on the Planning Board agenda for site plan approval at the meeting
next week.

The Mayor asked Mr. Montalbano if he wanted to come up. The Mayor
said he thinks this is pretty straight-forward. He asked Mr.
Montalbano if he needed to say something or he guesses if maybe
anybody has any questions. The Mayor said he doesn’t think there is
anybody here from the public. The Mayor asked if anybody on the
Board had any questions. The Mayor asked Mr. Montalbano if he had
anything. Mr. Montalbano said he doesn’t think so. He said he thinks
Terry summarized exactly what they are looking for so unless the
Board has some questions for them. He said it is a 9000 square foot
expansion of their emergency room which provides the opportunity to
have individual rooms to treat patients and not have them out in the
hallway. The hospital has been the beneficiary of a grant which
means that they have to get into the ground as quickly as possible
to do the work to preserve the availability of the grant. And he
believes it is 15.8 million dollars. So it is a significant amount
of money. And on behalf of the hospital, he would like to thank them
very, very much for calling this special meeting this afternoon. He
said they know it is extraordinary and he thanks them very much. So
unless you have some comments or questions, they have nothing
further to say.
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Trustee Meehan asked when do they start and when do they finish. Mr.
Montalbano asked Debra Marshall, vice president of Good Samaritan
Hospital, who reiterated her thanks for them seeing us. She said
that this will be an eighteen month project. They are required to
spend the money from that grant within a two-year period and the
clock has already started ticking so they appreciate that. 

Mayor LaCorte said that what he would just like to say to echo what
Tony said is that he thinks that it is great that we, starting when
he first got in office, and since they met in January to really try
to have a better relationship with the hospital. Obviously, he
guesses whether your lead counsel would be Michael Talbon, who he
knows and has been a friend of his for years, said let’s sit down
and talk. And he guesses it is a two-way street. He said he thinks
what they have done with the fire department in terms of finally
working out the physicals and showing the good faith and helping out
the community. And obviously this is important to them and it is
important to the community and how we could help in trying to make
it go faster so that you don’t lose millions of dollars of grant
money he thinks shows that again we can work together and he thinks
it is important. We are neighbors. They are part of the community.
And we are obviously an important part of you being able to operate.
And he knows that Debra has been great. As the Board knows, there
were some other issues regarding the use of our police department.
And those issues were addressed to our satisfaction quickly and he
thinks it is great, he thinks it is great. He really thinks there
is a noticeable difference. Terry has commented how the hospital and
the Village Board are getting. So he guesses it is to their credit
and he hopes that we can continue working together. Ms. Marshall
said they appreciate our leadership in that. The Mayor said it is
our pleasure. 

A motion to close the public hearing was made by Trustee Simon,
seconded by Trustee Meehan. Upon vote, the motion was carried.

A motion to grant the special permit subject to site plan approval
was made by Trustee Meehan, seconded by Trustee Schoenleber. Upon
vote, the motion was carried.

Wickes and Trees:

The Mayor said Bruce is going to give us an update on John Wickes
and the trees. Trustee Simon said very briefly that John Wickes has
gone out and laid out about 80 planting spots around the Village
where we can plant trees. That includes Riverside and Ramapo Avenue
and Lexington, which is kind of this year’s phase. This is all part
of a whole greening of the town with more trees and more oxygen.
Unfortunately, Mr. Wickes is away today at a conference but he does
know that he is anxious to get the shovels in the ground. Trustee
Simon did have a brief conversation with Charles Sawicki just before
the meeting and he is also excited and he is ready as everybody is.
The only thing we need to do is that we need to discuss allocating
a bit more money for John. In the work he has done so far he has
gone through the $2500 we allotted him so he thinks it is probably
a good idea again, to keep things reasonable, that we allot another
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$2500 and then after that we see where we stand and we decide what
we want to do. The Mayor said that as we know, this money has come
from the road project. The Mayor mentioned to Tom Zordan that we
were talking about Wickes and the trees and that we have money that
is going to be allocated from the road improvement project. He asked
Treasurer Zordan if that was correct. Mr. Zordan said yes. The Mayor
said Bruce was discussing $2500 for Wickes and he was asking the
Board to authorize another $2500. John Wickes has done some
substantial work. The Mayor said he drove around with him, as did
Bruce, and there are three sites that are having road improvements
so we have gone through and really looked at the trees. And again
it is something that he thinks, while we don’t want to run up more
of this bill, he would suggest that if the rest of the Board would
like to meet with him and maybe take a ride around. The Mayor said
he will ask him to do it anyway as part of his deal. If he is
around, that he can do that. The Mayor said he thinks that you
really get a good sense of seeing things from his perspective. 

Trustee Meehan said he was talking to a constituent who lives on
Wayne Avenue and some trees were taken off the front lawns of some
properties on Wayne Avenue by the Village, he guesses, and he was
asking if we would be replacing trees on Wayne Avenue? Trustee Simon
said not as far as this initial phase. As we move forward, we are
going to be examining other locations and then when appropriate we
will make a determination. Trustee Meehan said if we took them down,
and he got the impression that we did from this constituent, then
aren’t we going to replace them? The Mayor said we are. That is our
plan. Trustee Simon said he would want to know when the trees were
taken down. He said he doesn’t know if we should be in the business
of replacing trees that were taken down thirty years ago. Trustee
Meehan said no, no. He had the impression that the four trees, it
is on the west side of Wayne between Chadick and Crane. Trustee
Simon said those are his neighbors. He asked Trustee Meehan to send
him the addresses and he will go and talk to those folks and we will
figure it out. The Mayor said then that would have been part of the
road project around there. Trustee Simon said no, because we are not
doing Wayne. We are doing Chadick. But if it is on Wayne, that is
a different project. That is a state road. Mayor LaCorte said that
in general, what we did was we switched right now and we separated
out because these trees were taken down because of the road project.
So we have money in there to cover this. Because it is part of a
substantial road project. We took them out. But going forward we are
trying to develop a tree policy and have a policy where when we take
down trees that we do replant. That we speak to landowners and that
is what Wickes is working on. So there is some money in the budget
and he thinks that going forward what Bruce has been working on is
developing an overall policy. And yes, we should be in the business
when we take down a tree that we want to replace it. The Mayor said
he thinks it is a good idea. Trustee Meehan said there are no wires
on that side. The wires are all on the west side. The Mayor said
that he would first ask Danny. He asked Trustee Simon if he wants
to handle it that he should get together and ask Danny why they were
taken down and if we took them down. The Mayor said if a landowner
takes them down then we are not going to do anything. Trustee Meehan
said he knows. Trustee Simon said if O & R took them down we are not
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necessarily going to replace them. Trustee Meehan said he said, the
constituent said, that the Village took them down. Trustee Simon
said okay, we will have that discussion. 

A motion to allocate an additional $2500 to John Wickes and that if
he exhausts that $2500 we will then again examine where we are in
that program and what we want to do going forward was made by
Trustee Simon, seconded by Trustee Schoenleber.

AYES: Mayor Dagan LaCorte
Trustee Bruce Simon, Trustee William Schoenleber
Trustee John Meehan

NOES: None

ABSENT: Trustee Patricia Abato

The Mayor thanked Trustee Simon. He said he knows that Trustee Simon
has worked a lot on this and this is good and the people on
Riverside and the people on Ramapo are getting new curbs, new
streets and maybe new trees. He said he appreciates him coming up
with a policy because again this is something that he thinks for
years has kind of been a big hole. He said good job. The Mayor asked
Trustee Simon that when Mr. Wickes gets back if Trustee Simon could
e-mail the Mayor and the Board about where he is B what is being
planted and when. Trustee Simon said absolutely. 

Trustee Simon asked to be excused since he had to go somewhere.

Fire House Roofs and Fire House Fence (Hook & Ladder):

The Mayor asked Trustee Schoenleber where we were on that. Trustee
Schoenleber said he had a meeting last week with Tom and the Chief.
And we have three bids. The lowest bid for the roofs was Jim Witt
Construction. For the Hose Company it was $5,670 and for the Ladder
Company it would be $4,750. The Mayor said that is $10,300 or so.
Trustee Schoenleber said he checked with Consumer Protection and he
is active and he has no complaints and he does have a license.
Trustee Simon said that the reason he asked was that Mr. Witt had
done some work for him some years back and he was less than
satisfied with it so before we enter into that he would want to know
from some other folks that he had cleared up things. The Mayor asked
what his name was B Jim Witt? Trustee Schoenleber said that he
checked with Consumer Protection B he checked with an Andrea, and
he has a License H7994 and he is active and he has no complaints.
That is what they told him. The Mayor said that Terry had just
suggested that maybe award it subject to Charles maybe doing a
little further investigation mentioning that one of the Trustees
maybe had some concerns and award it and let him take another look
at it. Trustee Schoenleber said he gave it to Charles and he talked
to Charles about it and he guesses he has been so busy that he
didn’t have time to check it. So Trustee Schoenleber said he will
check with Charles. The Mayor said we will approve it but let’s
allow Charles to ask around and make sure. And the Mayor said he
thinks that Trustee Meehan had mentioned also that he would maybe



7

look into seeing what happened the last time around. If there is
something out there. Trustee Meehan said it has been a chronic
problem B the Hose Company roof has been a chronic problem. The
Mayor said if we could find out if there was a warranty or
something. Trustee Schoenleber said there is a warranty on it. There
is a ten year warranty. The Mayor said no, no, no. The previous
warranty. When did they redo that roof. Trustee Schoenleber said he
checked on that too. The company went bankrupt and they were from
the city. The Mayor asked if there was a manufacturers warranty on
it or was it the work. If you install it B if it is a product. He
asked Trustee Schoenleber if he knew what he was saying. Trustee
Schoenleber said he knows what he is saying but he knows that the
company when he checked with the Chief to find out what company did
it he told him that they had problems with it before and they had
to hire somebody to come and fix it again. The Mayor asked if we
could check and see if there was a warranty on the roofing that they
installed. And then regardless if they went out of business B if the
underlying product is. If he sells him a Chevy and his dealership
goes out of business. Somebody said it was not the product. It was
the workmanship. The Mayor asked Trustee Schoenleber if he could
look into those two things. Trustee Schoenleber said he would ask
the Chief again about the warranty. The Mayor asked Tom if we had
to move money or are we all set. A motion to use the funds from the
sale of the fire truck was made by Trustee Schoenleber, seconded by
Trustee Meehan. Upon vote, the motion was carried. 

Trustee Schoenleber said he would make the motion, while he checks
out those other things, he would make the motion to accept this bid
from John Witt Construction in Sloatsburg in the amount of $10,420
for the two firehouse roofs subject to the approval of the
contractor as being qualified and recommended by the Director of the
Department of Public Works and subject to confirmation that there
is no manufacturer’s warranty which would cover the replacement of
the roof, seconded by Trustee Meehan.

AYES: Mayor Dagan LaCorte
Trustee William Schoenleber, Trustee John Meehan

NOES: None

ABSENT: Trustee Patricia Abato

The Mayor told Trustee Schoenleber great job and he thanked him. He
said he got the money and we are getting the roof fixed. He hopes
the guys at the fire house appreciate that because if not we were
going to have to wait until next year. So that was some really good
work.

Trustee Schoenleber said he just has one more thing with the fence.
At the Ladder Company it is falling down on the people’s property
behind them. He said he went and looked and it is pretty rotted. The
Chief had an estimate from Shining Star that he gave to him. He said
that one bid was a little higher from Shining Star that he gave to
him - $2700 from Shining Star B but it is the plastic fence. It
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would be about $200 more if we put the plastic up and we wouldn’t
have to worry about painting it or fixing it. He said he would like
to make that motion that we accept that. The Mayor asked if we got
another price. Trustee Schoenleber said the Chief got this for him.
As far as he knows, it was the lowest price that the Chief received.
The Mayor asked if we had other ones. We need two B do we have
another one? Trustee Schoenleber said he would get another quote.

Trustee Simon returned.

A motion to award the work to the lowest proposal not to exceed
$2700 was made by Trustee Schoenleber, seconded by Trustee Meehan.

AYES: Mayor Dagan LaCorte
Trustee Bruce Simon, Trustee William Schoenleber
Trustee John Meehan

NOES: None

ABSENT: Trustee Patricia Abato

A motion to adjourn the meeting at 4:44 p.m. was made by Trustee
Simon, seconded by Trustee Schoenleber. Upon vote, the motion was
carried.


