
Village Board Meeting
Monday, October 4, 2010

A regular Village Board meeting was held on the above date at 7:30
p.m. with the following members present:

PRESENT: Mayor Dagan LaCorte
Trustee Bruce Simon, Trustee John Meehan

    Trustee William Schoenleber
    Trustee Patricia Abato (who arrived at 7:53 p.m.)
              
ALSO PRESENT: Virginia Menschner, Village Clerk

Terry Rice, Village Attorney

ABSENT: None

SET DATES FOR NOVEMBER MEETINGS:

The Mayor said the workshop will be held on Wednesday, October 27,
2010 at 7:00 p.m. and the Board meeting will be the following
Monday, November 1, 2010 at 7:30 p.m.

FIRE DEPARTMENT:

Chief Dan McInerney said we had three new members join the fire
department - two from the Hose Company - Charles Schoenleber and
Jason Kaplan and one from the Hook & Ladder, Mike Borys and Chief
McInerney would like to have them put on the insurance rolls. A
motion approving the members was made by Trustee Meehan, seconded
by Trustee Schoenleber. Upon vote, the motion was carried.

Chief McInerney said he was seeking permission to host a blood
drive for Good Samaritan Hospital at one of the two firehouses
during the month of October or November. A motion approving the
request was made by Trustee Meehan, seconded by Trustee Simon. Upon
vote, the motion was carried.

Chief McInerney said he was asking for permission to host a wing
night fundraiser on Saturday, November 6, 2010. The Mayor said we
discussed that.

Chief McInerney said his next item is the return of the bids for
the ladder truck. The Mayor asked Trustee Schoenleber if he wanted
to handle that. Trustee Schoenleber said the highest bid on the
ladder truck was $15,500. A motion to accept the bid was made by
Trustee Schoenleber, seconded by Trustee Meehan. Upon vote, the
motion was carried. The Mayor said great job. It is more than we
expected. Chief McInerney asked the Village Clerk if she would
handle contacting the bidder and all. The Chief just needs to know
the arrangements - when they want to come and pick up the truck.
The Mayor said yes, they have to come and pick it up. The Village
Clerk said the name of the company is DeWard Wolf Wright and they
are from South Carolina.
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Chief McInerney said that is all he has. The Mayor said then later
on we talked about with this money that it would potentially go for
doing the roof since there was no money in the budget for that. So
he thinks later in the meeting we are going to set a meeting for
October 12. So a special Board meeting. He said he knows there have
been some numbers to the extent we can get some work done on that
item for that meeting we can get it moving along. The Mayor said he
asked if Trustee Schoenleber had gotten some numbers on a roofer.
Trustee Schoenleber said he got three quotes on it. The Mayor said
he thinks it the numbers are below the bid requirements but if we
have three prices and you want to review them with Tom and compare
them to the budget then we can probably get on that soon because
the sooner the better before the winter.

GRANT WRITER:

The Mayor said that Fred is not here. He was at the workshop. But
the one item on the agenda is that we have a young lady here who we
are going to be hiring or proposing to hire who is a consultant for
our facade program. The Village Board, through the Community
Development Block Grant program applied last year for a facade
improvement program, to improve the facades of the buildings in
downtown Suffern. So we are asking for grant money to refurbish and
restore the facades to their original - to really how they looked
many years ago again which will be great, attractive, and bring
people into the Village. And it is really a great thing. The
program we received in the first year - we received the start up
money for that program which includes designing the facade program
and also somebody to administer the program. It is probably going
to be a five year program where we will look to refurbish half a
dozen or so buildings a year. The cost as we worked this out will
be upwards of $50,000 a building, depending on how much work it is
determined that each building needs. They will be able to get 90%
of that by the grant. 10% of it will be required to be contributed
by the building owner. And that is because as part of the grant the
Village is required to contribute 10%. So while this is a great
program that benefits the Village, the belief is that the Village
taxpayers should not pay to fix somebody else’s building. So this
way the 10% contribution are reimbursed by the building owner and
the remaining 90% is paid for by grant. This is really exciting.
And a significant amount of work. So there has been a program in
Haverstraw and they had somebody administer it. We had Fred Rella,
Joe Abate, himself, and the person who helped administer it had a
meeting and they talked about what is needed to start the program
up and there is somebody to administer it. At the workshop, they
discussed the application of Carinne Kaufer who is a resident and
also a planner for another municipality so they believe she is
somebody who would be perfect for that position. So again the
position is funded by the grant, including money that we already
received. We have received $100,000 for this year’s Community
Development Block grant and a portion of that can be used, up to
10%, for the administrator. So the contract that we have before us
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is a one year contract for $1500 a month - a total of $18,000 and
the contract is cancelable on thirty days notice but we all felt
comfortable with Carinne’s resume and the fact that we think she
will do a great job for us. The Mayor asked if anybody had any
comments.

Trustee Meehan said he is sorry. He was late for the workshop
meeting and he doesn’t know if she was there. He said she is here.
He said he administered federal grants himself and it would seem to
him that the one special thing, the talent, that Fred Rella
wouldn’t have in this area would be the writing of the
specifications for those grants. And he doesn’t know exactly what
the role of a planner would be. It would seem to him to be a job of
public administration but if she wouldn’t mind. He doesn’t want to
put her on the spot. The Mayor said she can come up. Trustee Meehan
said if she doesn’t mind. The Mayor said he can also discuss.
Trustee Meehan said she could probably. The Mayor said that Fred is
still going to do the grantwriting and work with Community
Development. But in terms of administering the program - again
Carinne can talk about that. It is a significant amount of work. 

Carinne said that the discussion was that Fred would still be doing
any of the reporting as far as the county and the community
development portion is concerned. Her role is really to reach out
to the business owners and the property owners and the Chamber of
Commerce to get participation in the program. Rewrite the program
guidelines specific to the Village of Suffern, determine what areas
we are going to be targeting from year one to year five. Fred felt
that that really wasn’t in his role. That a program administrator
is more suited to do that. As a planner, she works for a township
in New Jersey but she has administered a Community Development
Block Grant for residential rehabilitation. A similar grant but
instead of being. Trustee Meehan said he did it too for Putnam
County for about 500 houses. She said the same ballgame but this is
a little bit different. But that is the difference where Fred would
be more of the grant administration and this would be the program
administration. The Mayor said we need to hire an architect, we
need design work, we need to work, since the buildings are old,
there is a component of it regarding historic preservation. So it
would be Carinne’s responsibility to get in touch with the state to
make sure that we are in compliance with historic preservation. J.
Hood had administered the program for Haverstraw so obviously they
felt that you needed somebody to specifically deal with this
program because it is a lot of work. And obviously there will be
work that will be done internally and Carinne will be working with
various department heads. So that is the situation. A motion to
hire Carinne Kaufer as our consultant for the facade program was
made by Trustee Schoenleber, seconded by Trustee Simon.

    AYES: Mayor Dagan LaCorte
    Trustee Bruce Simon, Trustee William Schoenleber
    Trustee John Meehan
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    ABSENT: Trustee Patricia Abato

    NOES: None

7:45 P.M. - PUBLIC HEARING - ADOPTING A NEW CHAPTER - "LIFE AND
SAFETY FEE":

The Mayor said we have a public hearing on adopting a new chapter -
"Life and Safety Fee." Attorney Rice will touch upon this. Attorney
Rice said the intent behind the law is based on the fact that the
emergency services of the Village, particularly the police and
fire, are frequently called to various locations, most of which are
not for profits. We don’t have the ability to tax those types of
institutions. So the local law would provide for what we are
calling a life and safety fee for certain tax exempt properties
that have residential and multi-family units of eight units or more
and it would only apply to new construction. We cannot go back and
apply it to construction that previously exists. We do have the
Esther Gitlow senior citizen development phase III that is being
proposed and that is the first one that this might be applicable to
since they can’t, under the HUD regulations, apparently can’t enter
into a PILOT agreement and they are tax exempt. This is one method
which is agreeable to them, by the way, to get some revenue to the
Village to reimburse us for the very heavy use of the emergency
services. 

Since nobody spoke, a motion to close the public hearing was made
by Trustee Simon, seconded by Trustee Meehan. Upon vote, the motion
was carried.

VILLAGE OF SUFFERN

LOCAL LAW NO.  6   of   2010

A LOCAL LAW ADOPTING A NEW CHAPTER, CHAPTER 165,
"LIFE AND SAFETY FEE" FOR NEW TAX-EXEMPT

MULTI-FAMILY CONSTRUCTION
IN THE VILLAGE OF SUFFERN

BE IT ENACTED by the Board of Trustees of the Village as
follows:

Section 1.  The Code of the Village of Suffern is hereby
amended by adopting a new chapter 165, "Life and Safety Fee," to
provide as follows:

    165-1. Legislative Intent. Numerous
multi-family tax-exempt residential
developments exist in the Village of Suffern.
Statistically these developments have produced
an extraordinary demand on the Village’s
emergency services. It is the intent of the
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Board of Trustees in enacting this local law
that an annual "Life and Safety Fee" be
established in order to permit the Village to
continue to provide the same excellent level
of service to these developments. Recognizing
that it would be inequitable to impose such a
fee on established developments, the annual
fee will be applicable only to new
developments that have not received a building
permit as of the effective date of this local
law. In adopting this local law, the Board of
Trustees utilizes the provisions of §
10(i)(ii)(a)(9-a), (12) and 10 (i)(ii)(e)(3)
of the Municipal Home Rule Law. 

Section 2. Annual Life and Safety Fee.

    A. An annual "life and safety fee" of $250.00 per unit per
year shall be charged to the owners of real property
located in the Village of Suffern which:

    a) consist of four or more attached or multi-family
residential dwelling units;

    b) are owned by an entity which is exempt from the
payment

       c) the occupants generally reside in the units for
more than a month at a time and/or are tenants
pursuant to an oral or written lease or other
arrangement

B. The annual "life and safety fee" will not apply to
properties for which a permanent building permit has
been legally and properly issued prior to the
effective date of this law.

Section 3. This local law shall take effect immediately
upon filing with the Secretary of State.

A motion to adopt Local Law No. 6, 2010 was made by Trustee
Meehan, seconded by Trustee Schoenleber.

    AYES: Mayor Dagan LaCorte
    Trustee Bruce Simon, Trustee William Schoenleber
    Trustee John Meehan

    ABSENT: Trustee Patricia Abato

    NOES: None

7:50 P.M. - PUBLIC HEARING - ESTABLISHING STOP SIGNS FOR NORTH
AND SOUTH TRAVEL ON RIVERSIDE DRIVE AT ITS INTERSECTION WITH
BRIDGE STREET:



6

The Mayor asked Chief Osborn to give a brief description. Chief
Clarke Osborn said that one of the complaints that they get
frequently on Riverside Drive is that when you pull out of
Bridge Street there is a problem for cars getting out of Bridge
onto Riverside. He said we haven’t had a lot of accidents there
however the reality is that there is definitely a potential. It
could be a problem for an accident. Definitely the conditions
exist there for a problem. So what they did was reassessed it.
They went down and monitored the traffic to see if their
complaints were legitimate. And we determined that they were and
he determined that they definitely were. When you pull out of
Bridge, whether making a left or right onto Riverside, going
north or south, particularly if a vehicle is parked on the side
of the road. So he thinks it is a very good idea. 

Since nobody spoke, a motion to close the public hearing was
made by Trustee Meehan, seconded by Trustee Schoenleber. Upon
vote, the motion was carried.

VILLAGE OF SUFFERN, NEW YORK

LOCAL LAW NO.  7  OF 2010

A LOCAL LAW AMENDING SECTION 254-58 OF THE
CODE OF THE VILLAGE OF SUFFERN, 

"STOP INTERSECTIONS," ESTABLISHING STOP SIGNS FOR
NORTH AND SOUTH TRAVEL ON RIVERSIDE DRIVE
AT ITS INTERSECTION WITH BRIDGE STREET

BE IT ENACTED by the Board of Trustees of the Village of
Suffern as follows:

Section 1. Section 254-58, "Schedule VIII: Stop
Intersections," of the Code of the Village of Suffern is hereby
amended by adding after

[Stop Sign on]    [Direction of Travel]   [At Intersection of]

        Riverside Drive      South                  Boulevard

the following:

    [Stop Sign On]     [Direction of Travel]   [At Intersection of]

    Riverside Drive     North & South  Bridge Street

    Section 2.  This local law shall take effect immediately
upon filing with the Secretary of State.

A motion to adopt Local Law No. 7, 2010 was made by Trustee
Simon, seconded by Trustee Meehan.
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    AYES: Mayor Dagan LaCorte
    Trustee Bruce Simon, Trustee William Schoenleber
    Trustee John Meehan

    ABSENT: Trustee Patricia Abato

    NOES: None

CULTURE & RECREATION:

The Mayor thanked Mrs. Gail Curtin and the Suffern Day Committee
and both Chiefs who are here and the DPW for putting together a
tremendous, tremendous event. Suffern Day was just wonderful and
everybody had a great time. So thank you so much.

Trustee Abato arrived at 7:53 p.m.

Mrs. Gail Curtin thanked the Mayor for those comments. She said
that since the last Village Board meeting, they participated in
the Suffern Midget Mounties bonfire and she thinks that under
the presidency of Chris Sharp, it was probably one of the best
fires that she has seen in all the years. They changed it up a
bit. They had a barbecue down at the ballfield, then walked up
here and paraded back down and then had the bonfire. It was a
really special night for the Midget Mounties and for the
Village. 

9/11 was held the next day - our ceremony down at the Donna
Hallett Park and although everyone’s participation was greatly
appreciated, she does want to again thank the Suffern Fire
Department for their outstanding participation that day. She
knows that some of our firefighters were down in the city and
made it a point to get back in time for ours. So thank you very
much for that.

The Mayor just mentioned Suffern Day and she thinks the only
thing that she would like to add to that is that she actually
considers it a privilege to be able to coordinate that event.
She thanks them for her confidence in that and she will report
to them that the chairpeople and she and some of the members of
the committee have estimated that we had between 3,000 and 3500
people down at the field that day and she thinks that is a
record number.

They had senior movie afternoon on Thursday afternoon, September
30. And yesterday, some of them are still wearing pink, she
sees, as she looks around the room and those on the Village
Board who were at the community center yesterday - and she
doesn’t mean to speak for them but she certainly came away so
inspired by that event that you allowed to be hosted at the
Community Center. Story after story. Her hope is that they come
back to us again next year and that you again say yes, use our
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building. And she hopes that they made a lot of money.

Upcoming: the Suffern Chamber of Commerce once again is on board
with the Recreation Department in sponsoring the downtown window
painting event and that will take place on Saturday morning,
October 16. The next Senior Movie afternoon will be Thursday,
October 21. Our first DARE dance of this school season will be
Friday evening, October 22. The traditional Village Halloween
parade, and she does hope that they notice it is rescheduled, is
going to be Sunday, October 24 at 2:00 p.m. As mentioned before,
for Chief McInerney’s attention, the tentative date for the
Lion’s Club Blood Drive at the Community Center would be
Tuesday, November 16. The Holiday Lighting, so that the Board
could put this on their calendar, and we haven’t even worked
with the Chiefs yet but we will, is Thursday, December 2. That
is the update that was e-mailed to them today. Since then there
are two other things that she would like to mention. One is that
our Treasurer and our Deputy Clerk Kathy and she met with the
Mayor this afternoon and we are going to be working once again
on trying to redo the Village website - primarily the links that
presently appear on the website to try to condense them and make
it, perhaps, a little bit more user friendly. The three of us
met today and we are all going to do our own homework and come
together again next week and then report back to the Board.

And finally, Mrs. Curtin said, that she went up to the high
school today to meet with the students who are spearheading the
LEAD program and with Mr. Lima as the liaison so they are
beginning their work in that regard and the first session will
be in November and she will let the Board know the date.

The Mayor thanked Mrs. Curtin.

The Mayor said we will now go back to our third and final public
hearing.

PUBLIC HEARING -  B SEWERS B REGULATING PROHIBITED WASTES"

Attorney Rice said that very briefly the Village is required by
both federal and state regulations to have various regulations
and prohibitions in its code with respect to the use of the
sewage system primarily by commercial users. And in order to
continue to conform to the requirements of the federal
regulations, we made a few minor changes in the existing
provisions related to prohibited emissions into the sewer
system. Trustee Simon said that he had a brief question. He is
glad that Attorney Rice did clarify that this is primarily for
commercial uses of the sewer system. Attorney Rice said yes.
Trustee Simon said he would just hate to think that somebody
making a big vat of fried chicken is going to get a knock on the
door because they dumped into the sink. Attorney Rice said no,
it is not monitored. The commercial users are monitored and this
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is what it really is directed towards. Trustee Simon thanked
him.

Jim Giannettino of 2 Memorial Drive said that he was just
curious. How are we going to track these commercial people and
what they are putting into the sewer system.

Charles Sawicki said that the two users that are impacted here
are Good Samaritan Hospital and Novartis and they are tested
four times a year. Their discharge is tested four times a year.
And as part of the U.S. EPA audit that we had in April they want
us to enhance our ordinance to ensure that there are no illicit
discharges from these two users. That is potentially it. Mr.
Giannettino said he thought that they were being tested all
these years anyway so he was wondering what the difference is
that we are passing another ordinance. Attorney Rice said they
are. He said there is no change in the testing. It is just some
more prohibitions. Mr. Giannettino said so basically it is more
paperwork. Attorney Rice said there are additional things that
they can’t put into the sewer system. Mr. Giannettino said it
just seemed kind of funny because he knows they have been doing
this for years.

A motion to close the public hearing was made by Trustee Abato,
seconded by Trustee Simon. Upon vote, the motion was carried.

LOCAL LAW NO. 8, 2010

A LOCAL LAW AMENDING CHAPTER 220
OF THE CODE OF THE 

VILLAGE OF SUFFERN, "SEWERS,"
REGULATING PROHIBITED WASTES

BE IT ENACTED by the Board of Trustees of the Village as
follows:

Section 1.  Section 220-4 of the Code of the Village of
Suffern is hereby amended by adding after the definition of
"Cooling Water" the following:

Chronic violations of wastewater discharge
limits, defined here as those, in sixty-six
(66) percent or more of all of the
measurements taken during a six-month
period, which exceed (by any magnitude) the
daily maximum limit or average limit for the
same pollutant parameter.

Section 2. Section 220-4 of the Code of the Village of
Suffern is hereby amended by adding after the definition of
"Suspended Solids," the following:
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A. "Technical Review Criteria
(TRC) violations," defined
here as those, in which
thirty-three (33) percent or
more of all of the
measurements for each
pollutant parameter taken
during a six-month period,
which equal or exceed the
product of the daily maximum
limits multiplied by the
applicable TRC (TRC = 1.4
for BOD, TSS, fats, oil and
grease; TRC = 1.2 for all
other pollutants);

B. Any other violation of a
pretreatment effluent limit
(daily maximum or long-term
average) that the
Superintendent of Public
Works determines has caused,
alone or in combination with
o t h e r  d i s c h a r g e s ,
interference or pass through
(including endangering the
health of POTW personnel or
the general public);

C. Any discharge of a pollutant
that has caused imminent
endangerment to human
health, welfare or to the
environment or has resulted
in the Superintendent of
Public Works need to
e x e r c i s e  e m e r g e n c y
authority;

D. Failure to meet, within 90
days after the schedule
date, a compliance schedule
milestone contained in a
local control mechanism or
enforcement order for
starting construction,
completing construction, or
attaining final compliance;

E. Failure to provide, within
30 days after the due date,
required reports such as
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baseline monitoring reports,
90-day compliance reports,
periodic self-monitoring
reports, and reports on
compliance with compliance
schedules;

F. Failure to report accurately
any non-compliance;

G. Any other violation which
the Superintendent of Public
Works determines will
adversely affect the
implementation or operation
of the local pretreatment
program.

Section 3. Section 220-18 of the Code of the Village of
Suffern is hereby amended to provide as follows:

The discharge of the following wastes into public
sewers is prohibited:

A. Any liquids, solids or gases
which, by reason of their
nature or quantity, are or
may be sufficient, either
alone or by interactions
with other substances, to
cause fire or explosion or
be injurious in any other
way to the treatment works
or its operation. This
includes, but is not limited
to, wastestreams with a
closed cup flashpoint of
less than 140° F. (60° C.)
using the test methods
specified in 40 CFR 261.21.
Prohibited materials include
but are not limited to:
gasoline, kerosene, naphtha,
benzene, toluene, xylene,
ethers, alcohols, ketones,
aldehydes, peroxides,
chlorates, perchlorates,
bromates, carbides, hydrides
and sulfides.

B. Solid or viscous substances
which may cause obstruction
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to the flow in a sewer or
other interference with the
operation of the treatment
works, such as but not
limited to grease, garbage
with particles greater than
½ inch in any dimension,
animal entrails or tissues,
paunch manure, bones, hair,
hides or fleshings, whole
blood, feathers, ashes,
cinders, sand, spent lime,
stone or marble dust, metal,
glass, straw, shavings,
grass clippings, rags, spent
grains, spent hops,
wastepaper, wood, plastics,
gas, tar, asphalt residues,
residues from refining or
processing of fuel or
lubricating oil, mud or
glass grinding or polishing
wastes.

C. Any wastewater having a pH
less than 6.0 or more than
9.0 or wastewater having any
other corrosive property
capable of causing damage or
hazard to structures,
equipment and/or personnel
of the treatment works.

D. Any noxious or malodorous
liquids, gases or solids
which, either singly or by
interaction with other
wastes, are sufficient to
create a public nuisance or
hazard to life or are
sufficient to prevent entry
into the sewers for their
maintenance and repair. This
includes, but is not limited
to, pollutants which result
in the presence of toxic
gases, vapors, or fumes
within the POTW in a
quantity that may cause
acute worker health and
safety problems.
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E. Any wastewater having a
temperature higher than 150°
F. (65° C.) or in such
quantities as to result in a
temperature of the influent
to the treatment works
exceeding 104° F. (40° C.),
unless USEPA, upon request
of the Village of Suffern,
a p p r o v e s  a l t e r n a t e
temperature limits.

F. Any slugs or pollutants,
including oxygen demanding
pollutants (BOD, etc.),
released at a flow rate
a n d / o r  p o l l u t a n t
concentration which will
cause interference.

G. Pollutants which will cause
corrosive structural damage
to the POTW, but in no case
Discharges with pH lower
than 5.0, unless the works
is specifically designed to
accommodate such Discharges.

H. Any trucked or hauled
pollutants, except at
discharge points designated
by the POTW.

Section 4. Chapter 220 of the Code of the Village of
Suffern is hereby amended by adding thereto a new section "220-
49," entitled "Public Notification," to provide as follows:

§220-49 Public Notification. The Village of
Suffern shall provide public notification, in the
daily newspaper with the largest circulation in
the area of Users which were in significant non-
compliance of local or USEPA pretreatment
standards or requirements since the last such
notice. The frequency of such notices shall be at
least once per year.

Section 5. This local law shall take effect immediately
upon filing with the Secretary of State.

A motion to adopt Local Law No. 8, 2010 was made by Trustee
Simon, seconded by Trustee Abato. 

AYES: Mayor Dagan LaCorte
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Trustee Bruce Simon, Trustee Patricia Abato
Trustee William Schoenleber, Trustee John Meehan

NOES: None

ABSENT: None

BUILDING DEPARTMENT:

The Mayor said the only item that he brought about but we are
not prepared for yet is the Code Enforcement position for the
new part-timer. The application is with civil service. So
potentially we may be able to take action on that at the special
Board meeting on October 12. Which later on in the meeting he
will be asking to set that meeting for October 12.

AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION:

The Mayor said that if anybody would like to come up to please
state their name and address and feel free to address the
Village Board with any comments, questions or concerns that you
have.

Sally Sonne said that she is a property owner at 22 Lafayette
Avenue. She said that she believes that the officials of the
Village know her at least by name because they have been
involved in a lengthy lawsuit which is now settled. She said
that 22 Lafayette Avenue is a commercial building with three
floors. The building next store also has three floors. Two with
apartments housing families and children. These two buildings
were built and used before the current fire codes and therefore
they are exempt. However, a situation has been created by a
neighboring property that puts all occupants in danger. In 1989
Mr. Lou Glinsky, the owner of many of the neighboring
properties, who was also the Suffern building inspector at the
time, installed a six foot chain-link fence across the back of
these two buildings thus rendering them landlocked with no means
of exiting should there be a need. There were protests at the
time from the owners and the tenants of these buildings but the
Village just let it happen since there was no permit for the
fence. In 2007, at the deposition for the aforementioned
lawsuit, both the building inspector and the code enforcer,
under oath, stated that the fence creates a dangerous situation,
that it would prevent ambulance personnel, police and fire
personnel from access to the building from the rear should it be
necessary. In addition, it would prevent those inside from
exiting through the rear even if it was the only way out. They
stated that because of this the fence was a violation at the
time it was installed and it is still a violation. Yet each one
was reluctant to issue a violation. As an aside, one of Mr.
Glinsky’s son’s Howard, as most of you already know this, had
subsequently been Mayor and was a principal in the real estate
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company owning the property with the fence. One morning a few
weeks ago, two massive and tragic fires were reported on the
news. Most of you probably heard this. A fire had started in a
kitchen in a restaurant on Manhattan’s east side spreading to
several buildings and forcing the evacuation of many tenants.
Then in a suburban town in California, a gas main exploded,
consuming many homes. Fortunately, most people were able to flee
quickly, although there were some deaths. These tragic events
are unusual but certainly not out of the question. It could
happen here. She has asked the question before and the Village’s
lawyer responded that the Village of Suffern bore no
responsibility or liability for this situation. That of allowing
a fence on one property to create a dangerous condition on
neighboring properties. She said she would like us to
reconsider, especially in light of the sworn deposition of your
own employees, both of whom are no longer employed by the
Village. The liability is clear. If you choose to keep it as is
she hopes the people of Suffern, the taxpayers, are aware that
in their name you have assumed this liability should any kind of
explosion or disaster occur and people are either prevented or
delayed from exiting to safety and emergency rescue squads are
prevented from entering. A tragic result would be ruinous to
many people and to the Village of Suffern. Regardless of the
legal liability, she hopes that your own sense to do what is
right will lead you to take some action. Families and children
and storekeepers and teachers should not be put at risk when we
are aware of the risks and can do something about it. What can
we do? It is so simple. A gate for the purpose of emergency
access or exit should be installed in the fence. She is here
tonight to ask that the Village require that this be done. She
thanked the Board.

Attorney Rice said that very briefly. This property was the
subject of litigation which has gone on for any number of years.
We had representation through our insurance carrier. The case
was recently settled. We had numerous discussions with the
attorney representing the Village, the fire inspector and
various inspectors. The attorney representing the Village was
fully aware of all the conditions on the property. In an effort
to settle the case in good faith and with full disclosure, all
of the potential fire issues that existed were explained by the
attorney representing the Village and the attorney representing
the plaintiffs in this case. So a settlement was reached.
Obviously fire ingress and egress was one of the important
considerations with respect to the Stipulation of Settlement and
the plaintiffs in that case entered into that Stipulation so he
is not sure why the issue would be coming up now, first of all.
Second of all, she is referring to depositions that he certainly
has never seen or have any members of the Board of Trustees so
in all candor he can’t say that it is being recounted accurately
or not accurately. He doesn’t believe that the Village has the
ability to tell the owner of private property that they have to
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allow a gate in a fence which these people wish to utilize for
their property. He said he will do the following, either if she
wants to give us a copy of her remarks, give us a letter, or
when the minutes are done, as a third alternative, he will
provide them to the attorney that represented the Village in
that litigation and ask him for his comments on it.

Mrs. Sonne said that she just had a few things to say. She said
she has copies of the deposition and the Village should have
copies. She can show him verbatim exactly what was said.
Attorney Rice said that as he said he will refer it to the
attorney representing us. Mrs. Sonne said yes and also she
wanted to make one comment. The lawsuit was not about the fence.
The lawsuit was about use of the third floor which historically
it was determined that it can now be used. The settlement had
nothing to do with the fence. The fence is another issue and she
hopes that the Village will do the right thing. Attorney Rice
said that the settlement certainly involved all of the fire
safety issues and the application of the NYS Uniform Fire
Prevention and Building Code and as he just said he will give
her comments in whatever form she wishes B either a letter, the
comments she just read from or the minutes to the attorney
representing the Village on that claim and ask him to advise us.

Jim Giannettino of 2 Memorial Drive said that he had a question
on what this lady just asked. Was the Village imposed with any
financial settlement due to this case? Or our insurance company?
Attorney Rice said that it is his understanding that the
insurance company did pay some funds but not the Village’s
money. Mr. Giannettino said and they didn’t notify the Village
of the particulars? Attorney Rice said that we were involved in
the settlement negotiation. Mr. Giannettino said okay, because
it sounded like nobody knew anything about it. Attorney Rice
said we knew all about it. The Mayor said he was only commenting
with respect to the history of fire safety. Mr. Giannettino said
it kind of sounded like you, the Village Board and the Attorney,
were unaware of the agreement that was entered into. He guesses
he misinterpreted it. Attorney Rice said not at all. You did
misinterpret. He said he certainly was not aware of everything
that occurred in a litigation that we had insurance carrier
defense attorneys representing us on. So for example he
certainly hasn’t seen the depositions and the other litigation
matters that went back and forth but when we reached the
settlement stage there were expansive discussions because, quite
frankly, there were some serious issues with respect to the
application of the NYS Uniform Fire Prevention and Building Code
and as he related earlier, in an effort to first of all settle
the matter but second of all to give full disclosure so that the
plaintiffs were fully aware of all the pluses and minuses in the
application of the fire regulations, there were extensive
discussions between our attorney and the plaintiff’s attorney.
Mr. Giannettino said okay. He finds it hard to understand how
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the Village Board and the Village attorney would not like to see
the depositions of our employees before they came to a
settlement. But be that as it may. Attorney Rice said that be
that as it may it is not something that is normally done in
litigation. If there are issues that need to be brought to our
attention by the counsel representing us, as occurred at
different stages in the litigation, that occurred. But certainly
we don’t see every piece of paper. We would not normally see
depositions unless there was something that the attorney felt
should be brought to our attention. Mr. Giannettino said okay,
that is fine.

Mr. Giannettino said his first question, and unfortunately he
has a few on this agenda, is that he sees that under the
attorney’s part, the Stonegate Homes at Suffern amendment of a
certain declaration of restrictive covenants dated January 10,
1966. Is the public going to be aware of what these are. Is
there going to be a public hearing on them? 

Attorney Rice said he will skip ahead and talk about it now,
even though it is out of order. Years and years ago, even before
he was here, Stonegate came in and got the approvals and the
Planning Board at the time and the Board of Trustees at the time
required a Declaration of Covenants. What has occurred is that
there was one unit, and he shouldn’t even call it a unit, there
was part of one of the structures that was utilized kind of as
a day room for the superintendent. Somehow over the years,
unbeknownst to the Village, that grew into an apartment. It is
not legal. They used up all the density on the property so
number one, an additional unit is not in compliance with zoning
that applies to the property and number two it is contrary to
the Declaration of Covenants that was filed to ensure that the
property was only used for 80 units as that particular property
was required to be used for. Having discovered this, they were
told they were in violation and what they are doing is that they
filed two petitions B one to amend the zoning law and one to
amend the Declaration of Covenants to make that additional unit
legal. The Village Board has not expressed any opinion on this
one way or the other. The procedures are that it will be
referred to the Planning Board for its review and
recommendation. Attorney Rice said that as he envisions it, when
it goes to the Planning Board the Planning Board will require
the applicant to fund an escrow account so that our planner in
particular can take a look at what is being proposed and the
ramifications of it and following the recommendation from the
Planning Board, a public hearing will be held by the Board of
Trustees at which time the public will have the opportunity to
be heard. Mr. Giannettino said that basically these two are for
the one item. Attorney Rice said they all relate to the same
thing and the action that he would recommend that the Board take
tonight is that they refer it to the Planning Board for its
review and recommendation. Mr. Giannettino said that once again,
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we are going to allow someone who has done something illegal for
years to have a chance to make it legal. Attorney Rice said no.
What we are going to do is to allow them to have due process and
make their case first to the Planning Board and then to the
Board of Trustees and then the Board will make whatever
determination they deem is appropriate. Mr. Giannettino said
okay.

Mr. Giannettino said that next he sees on the agenda special
permit for Donna Maria Mexico Bistro B live entertainment. Is
there going to be a public hearing on that and are we going to
hear from the police chief on that. 

Mayor LaCorte said that their previous application was revoked
so they are creating a new application so it is going to be
referred, as any other application would, as how we handle
anybody else. Obviously, the Planning Board will take a look at
it. If they make a recommendation, it comes back to the Village
Board. At that point we will ask the police chief for their
input. He said he thinks we are all aware of their history here.
So again, as he knows, the most important thing is ensuring that
everybody gets the same process. Mr. Giannettino said that is
fine. As long as they get the same process and they get the
public hearing and the police chief gets to weigh in on it. That
is fine with him. The Mayor said that is what we are going to
recommend. 

Mr. Giannettino said he had another question and it probably is
a simple answer. We have a superintendent of public works. He
said he sees that we are appointing a superintendent of public
works tonight. The Mayor said there was a test that Charles
passed. Mr. Giannettino said fine, it just seemed kind of
strange. He has been here for about a year and a half.

Mr. Giannettino said and last but not least, there was a vote
tonight to hold a consultant for the façade program. Have any of
the landlords in the Village of Suffern expressed a desire to
take on this program, have an interest in doing facades. And if
so, fine and dandy. If not, when does this position become
effective and when do we start paying this person. The Mayor
said there has been a lot of interest verbally because part of
Carinne’s job, as you heard earlier, is going to reach out to
the landlords in an official capacity to gauge the exact
interest. But again the money for the consultant was awarded to
the Village as part of our grant. The funds did not become
available until this past month. So it is a procedure that we
are going through with Joe Abate. We are not the first
municipality to engage in a façade improvement program. So again
there are steps. And the first step is that you have a
consultant. You reach out to the business owners to see who is
interested. You gauge it. You determine when we are going to go.
Then we hire our professionals and their agreement. Since



19

realistically the agreement is going to be with the Village. The
landowner allows us to do the work on their behalf. So again it
is a pretty long process and that is why we were given a full
year and start up money because it takes about a year to get it
to a point where we are ready to do facades. Mr. Giannettino
said then this salary is going to be entirely covered by grant
money? The salary of this money is entirely covered by grant
money. The Mayor said yes. Mr. Giannettino said okay, that is
fine. 

Dave Guttierez of 23 Meadow Avenue asked Attorney Rice if he
could give a brief synopsis of what the Patrick Farm project is.
Attorney Rice said not here tonight, no. Mr. Guttierez said he
believes it speaks to further discussion regarding your role in
that project as it relates to Suffern’s drinking water quality.
Attorney Rice said why don’t you tell us why it does. Mr.
Guttierez said he would like to hear from the legal
representation of that project a brief synopsis. Attorney Rice
said he is sitting here tonight as Village attorney and he is
not going to give a synopsis. Mr. Guttierez said that the
Patrick Farm project that is located at 306 and 202 is a
substantially large project and it apparently is going to have
8,000 people. His question is is Attorney Rice going to answer
any questions regarding Patrick Farm. Attorney Rice said he is
not going to answer questions about Patrick Farm. He is the
Village Attorney here and he is sitting here in that capacity.
Mr. Guttierez said alright. So what we are understanding is that
8,000 people are going to be moving into the Patrick Farm
project and that there are over a dozen water features and pools
on the property specifically meant to percolate water into
Suffern’s sole source aquifer and they feel that the majority of
the community involved in the discussion of that project is
concerned directly, especially, as it relates to the drinking
water of Rockland County, specifically the Village of Suffern,
and northern Bergen has also gotten very involved with it
because they drink off of the same water. The builder
historically has built rather large projects throughout Rockland
County, as he understands it, and Attorney Rice is, in fact, the
legal representation for them and to his point, he would like to
equate it more to the police department. He said he doesn’t
think Chief Osborn necessarily sits around waiting to solely
answer the phone and respond to issues of which he is called to
respond to as much as maybe his force also spends time
understanding what is going on, being preventative, having their
eyes on what is best for the community before things actually
happen. And he is curious as to why B he said he wanted to ask
as question. He asked Attorney Rice if he at all discussed the
impact of the water in this project with the Village Board.
Attorney Rice said he hasn’t discussed the impact of the water
on the project. The Village Board members know that he
represents the applicant in this project. The property is
located about six miles from the Village of Suffern and nobody
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feels that it has any direct impact on the Village of Suffern.
Mr. Guttierez asked who are they? The Mayor asked Mr. Guttierez
if he had questions for the Board about the impact that he feels
Patrick Farm has on the Village of Suffern, then that is
appropriate to bring up. But he doesn’t think it is appropriate
B this is not a hearing where Attorney Rice is acting in that
capacity. He represents a client. There is a forum for
everything. If you want to ask the Village Board or express
concern about our drinking water and how it relates to this
project, then of course that is appropriate. But he is not here
subject to cross examination. We are here to deal with Village
business. So the Mayor thinks again that as a Village resident,
Mr. Guttierez’s concern for the project is appropriate, as we
are all concerned. That is fair but he is not going to have
Terry be subjected to cross-examination. Mr. Guttierez said then
he will examine the Mayor. Does our attorney represent the
Village of Suffern? 

Attorney Rice said he has been representing the Village of
Suffern for thirty years. He is an expert in municipal law. He
is an expert in zoning laws. He doesn’t work for causes. He has
been an adjunct professor of law. He writes law review articles.
He represents municipalities when they are sued by developers
all over the country for various insurance carriers. So number
one, you have a knowledgeable and objective person here. And to
suggest that he would ever represent somebody that would have a
detriment to the position the Village of Suffern wants to take
is irresponsible and he said he thinks it is not dealing with
the issues but trying to scare people from doing their jobs.
Okay? If the Village Board had any concern that his position as
Village Attorney, after thirty years, and representing an
applicant in any particular situation was inconsistent, he
wouldn’t be representing that applicant. It happened in one
instance. When he started out representing somebody, and as a
matter of fact water issues arose, and he withdrew as
representation from that particular case. So the Board doesn’t
have any issues with him doing this. And he thinks to even imply
that there is any inconsistency or any other type of conduct
that is not 100% proper is wrong. Mr. Guttierez said what he is
trying to understand is if there is anything in the professional
career that would keep you from optimizing your position as our
representation for the Village of Suffern. There is a question.
And then the second question is are you also the legal
representation for Suffern’s Planning Board? Attorney Rice said
of course.

Trustee Abato said that she would like to make a few comments.
First of all, she really feels that his questions are in the
wrong venue. This project is ongoing in another forum and that
probably is where your questions and concerns should be focused.
Not here. We have stated (a) we are not concerned with Terry’s
representation of this Board. We have full faith in him. He has
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always done right by this Village. He has represented this
Village for a very long time and has done an excellent job and
she knows that we all support the fact that he always has the
best interest of the Village at heart. So again, it is
inconceivable to her that he would even imply anything other
than that. She would suggest that he take this conversation to
the appropriate forum, not here. If you have questions for us,
if we are concerned, she thinks the Mayor has stated that we
think everyone has concerns. Unfortunately, at this time, she
doesn’t think this is the appropriate place to discuss the
questions that he has. But if it directly impacts the Village,
down the road, and there are specific questions that we can
answer for you as a Board, she is sure that we would be happy to
do so. But at this point, she thinks that this is an
inappropriate conversation to be having with Terry and Terry’s
representation with that project is outside of the Village and
not in the Village. So she would ask that he should probably
take this outside the Village and the appropriate time to bring
it up. Not here. Mr. Guttierez asked where would that venue be?
Trustee Abato said she is not privy as to where the meetings are
being held at this particular moment but as soon as she is
advised, she will certainly pass the information along to him
and let him know where he can go and voice, just like she can go
and be a part of. And she would suggest that if he feels as
strongly as she does that he should probably do that. Mr.
Guttierez asked so where would he voice his concerns.

The Mayor said he knows where the meetings are. Mr. Guttierez
said what meetings? He is trying to understand. The Mayor said
whatever meetings there are regarding Patrick Farm. He said he
knows that Mr. Guttierez is e-mailing and blogging all this.
This is not the appropriate venue. We are not deciding that
forum here. This is somebody who represents a client. It is
similar to recently when there were elected officials and
certain people who attacked attorneys and questioned that they
were Americans because they represented terrorists. We have a
process. Lawyers represent clients. Maybe sometimes they don’t
agree with those clients. Maybe we don’t agree with that. But it
is a role. And that is what you do. So we are not going to
entertain this anymore. And that is it. If you have any
questions regarding the Village of Suffern, please ask them. Mr.
Guttierez said he just respectfully asked some questions. And he
wasn’t implying any impropriety by our attorney. He would like
understanding how this project directly impacts the drinking
water in the Village of Suffern and as he understands it, this
is not a Suffern Board discussion. The Mayor said that Mr.
Guttierez said he believes it directly impacts. Mr. Guttierez
said no it actually is a definite fact. What is interesting is
that Suffern hasn’t necessarily chimed into this discussion
already and his concern was that why isn’t this more of a
discussion in the Village of Suffern and he is simply trying to
understand what inside Suffern is actually a part of this
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project. The Mayor said if he wants to present us with evidence
of how this project directly affects our drinking water, then
please present the Board with that. You can send us the
information. You can e-mail it. You can deliver it. But he does
not mean to assert charges here but he would like to see that
because in the past you have presented information and maybe at
times it turned out to not be completely accurate. If that is
the case, please present the information. Mr. Guttierez asked if
he could assign a specific Trustee to this. The Mayor said
present the information. Trustee Simon said he will volunteer.
He said that he and Dave had this conversation last week and he
expressed his opinion to Mr. Guttierez about it. If you would
like him to be the liaison about these water issues, fine. You
know how to reach him. Mr. Guttierez said fine, whatever is best
for the Village.

Mr. Guttierez said the second thing is where exactly are we with
the quarry. The last he heard was that the Goldstein group has
been talking around town, specifically with the Chamber of
Commerce, that there is now going to be a development of around
200 or something or they are going to make a play for developing
the quarry. And could he get the  exact position on building the
quarry.

The Mayor said he has told him this repeatedly that there is no
proposal yet. If and when there is a proposal submitted by the
developer it will go through a process that everybody else’s
process goes through. The Mayor said he has said this on record
to him fifty times. Yet you will in another forum say that he is
in favor of something or he is not in favor of something. The
Mayor said he is not speaking in favor or opposed to anything.
But anything has not been proposed. If he said now, in front of
him, that he was against a proposal that had not yet to be
proposed then if and when that happened, that developer could
sue the Village of Suffern for denial of their due process
rights. They have not submitted an application. When they do it
will go through a process and that if and when they do and that
process will be the same process that occurs for anything else.
Mr. Guttierez said he appreciates that and he understands that
again for the fiftieth time. He thinks his question was has
there been any movement at all towards that actual process. The
Mayor said he just answered that question. There has been no
application submitted. Mr. Guttierez said he was clarifying his
question. He appreciates the ability to talk.

Jim Giannettino said that he doesn’t recall the last speaker’s
name but with all the things on this agenda, he is sure he could
have B well you can leave B but it will go on the record as he
likes to say. Mr. Rice is a Village attorney. He is also a
private attorney and entitled to represent clients as long as it
does not affect the Village of Suffern and Patrick Farm will not
get water from the Village of Suffern. So go home and do your
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homework.

VILLAGE ATTORNEY:

Attorney Rice said that we have the two petitions of Stonegate
that he already discussed so the appropriate action at this
point would be to refer them to the Village Planning Board for
their review and recommendation. A motion to refer the amendment
of a certain Declaration of Restrictive Covenants and an
amendment of the zoning code to create and map a new zoning
district of Stonegate Homes was made by Trustee Abato, seconded
by Trustee Simon. Upon vote, the motion was carried.

POLICE DEPARTMENT:

A) Update:

Chief Osborn said that very briefly, in September we had 31
arrests. They issued 183 vehicle and traffic summonses in
September. They will also be setting up another commercial
vehicle check this month in the next few weeks. So we are still
out there repeatedly hammering away at the vehicle and traffic
summonses. We just received another $4,800 in STEP B selective
traffic enforcement program B which is for aggressive driving.
We will be starting to utilize that this week for operators who
are driving aggressively. He said that real quickly, the only
thing that he has to bring up to them, and he knows they brought
it up, and he thanked the Mayor and Gail, last Wednesday, he
couldn’t make the meeting, but for the past twenty years, our
police department has had a toy drive. We have sponsored a toy
drive through our PBA and our DARE program. We have worked
closely with Gail literally the last twenty years on this. And
being that this is our twentieth year, they would like to have
a little celebration. He would like to ask the Board to approve
this. He spoke to Gail and the date has worked out fine with
Gail. On November 13, from 7 to 10 p.m. to have a dinner-dance
for the PBA/DARE Toy Drive B their twentieth year. They
anticipate a good turn out. The response has been very, very
good from the residents here in the Village, who have supported
them, and most of you have seen what we have done over the last
twenty years and we help out a lot of local families who would
receive nothing if we didn’t do this. So he would ask the Board
if they could approve the use of the community center on
November 13 from 7 to 10. A motion approving the request was
made by Trustee Abato, seconded by Trustee Meehan. Upon vote,
the motion was carried.

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS:

A) Requesting Authorization to Release Final Payment to All
Bright Electric Co. for the Business District Lighting Project:
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Mr. Charles Sawicki said he was requesting authorization to
release final payment to All Bright Electric Company for the
Business District Lighting Project in the amount of $4,446.10.
A motion authorizing the payment was made by Trustee Abato,
seconded by Trustee Schoenleber.

AYES: Mayor Dagan LaCorte
Trustee Patricia Abato, Trustee Bruce Simon
Trustee William Schoenleber, Trustee John Meehan

NOES: None

ABSENT: None

B) Requesting Authorization to Release Final Payment to Diamond
Construction Co. for the Business District ADA Ramps:

Mr. Sawicki said he was requesting authorization to release the
final payment to Diamond Construction Company for the Business
District ADA Ramps in the amount of $2,220.68. A motion
authorizing the payment was made by Trustee Abato, seconded by
Trustee Simon.

AYES: Mayor Dagan LaCorte
Trustee Patricia Abato, Trustee Bruce Simon
Trustee William Schoenleber, Trustee John Meehan

NOES: None

ABSENT: None

C) Requesting Authorization to Release Application for Payment
No. 1 to Diamond Construction Co. for the Business District
Crosswalks Project:

Mr. Sawicki said he was requesting authorization to release
application for payment no. 1 to Diamond Construction Company
for the Business District Crosswalks Project in the amount of
$33,254.59. A motion authorizing the payment was made by Trustee
Abato, seconded by Trustee Meehan.

AYES: Mayor Dagan LaCorte
Trustee Patricia Abato, Trustee Bruce Simon
Trustee William Schoenleber, Trustee John Meehan

NOES: None

ABSENT: None

D) Requesting Authorization to Release Application for Payment
No. 1 to Diamond Construction Co. for the Roadway Improvements
Phase 3 Project:
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Mr. Sawicki said he was requesting authorization to release
application for payment no. 1 to Diamond Construction Company
for the Roadway Improvements Phase 3 Project in the amount of
$45,427.16. A motion authorizing the payment was made by Trustee
Abato, seconded by Trustee Meehan.

AYES: Mayor Dagan LaCorte
Trustee Patricia Abato, Trustee Bruce Simon
Trustee William Schoenleber, Trustee John Meehan

NOES: None

ABSENT: None

E) Requesting Board’s Review and Adoption of the WWTP Evaluation
Report Prepared by O’Brien and Gere:

Mr. Sawicki said that during the workshop, he distributed a
draft of the Wastewater Treatment Plant evaluation from O’Brien
and Gere for the Board’s review. It encompassed a lot of
information. And there was some discussion as to whether we
would have a need to have a conference call with the engineer.
He said he is not sure if that would be necessary. But the
evaluation was paid half by NYSERDA and half by the Village of
Suffern. He said we also want to get a grant together for the
DEC as well. So again he is not sure if there are any specific
questions. Attorney Rice said just so the Board understands.
This is not obligating the Village to follow all of these
directives. It is a general guideline of where they hope to go.
Mr. Sawicki said it would be an adoption in general principal.
The Mayor said essentially it is the plan. As you know, we have
been working on this. We brought these gentlemen in as our
operator and also our consultant. Part of it was the digester
roof cover, which is being worked on now, and again this is the
plan to get the sewer plant back to operating at an optimum
level. And also again for the purpose of the DEC to know that we
are moving forward on this to fix whatever problems we have had.
It can change along the way. He does know that there was one
issue that we talked about when we were looking at the activated
sludge vs. not. Mr. Sawicki said they did look. When they
prepared this evaluation, they did look at the possibility of
making some modifications for undigested sludge and we kind of
walked away from that. And as a potential option sticking with
our primary and secondary digester which we are in the midst of
moving forward with the cover. As a matter of fact, he just got
an update today that it is projected that the cover will be on
site, of course in pieces, it won’t be totally fabricated. It is
going to be shipped in pieces and it will probably take
somewhere around four weeks or five weeks to complete the
installation. But the date that he received today was November
3. So it would be in the end of November, the beginning of
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December. We should be working towards completion of that cover.
The Mayor said great. And also this plan does include, as we
discussed, not as our primary concern which is fixing the plant
and making sure it operates, and again as Charles has said using
either digesting the sludge or not, is to look if we can get the
plant rescored as a three instead of a four and we believe that
we will still be able to do that. That again that we can get the
plant going with modern equipment, working efficiently, but also
that we can operate as a three which he thinks will be another
benefit to the Village. 

Attorney Rice asked Charles if we wanted to adopt the plan
because of the grant. A motion to adopt the plan as a general
intended guideline for future improvements was made by Trustee
Abato, seconded by Trustee Simon. Upon vote, the motion was
carried.

VILLAGE CLERK:

A) Approval of Minutes of Special Board Meeting of September 7,
2010:

Village Clerk Virginia Menschner said the first thing is the
approval of the minutes of the special Board meeting of
September 7, 2010. A motion approving the minutes was made by
Trustee Schoenleber, seconded by Trustee Simon. Upon vote, the
motion was carried, with Trustee Abato abstaining since she was
not at that meeting.

B) Special Permit B Donna Maria Mexican Bistro B Live
Entertainment:

Ms. Menschner said the next item is the special permit from
Donna Maria Mexican Bistro for the live entertainment. The Mayor
said this is what we talked about. He said their special permit
was revoked. They are reapplying. So we need a motion to refer
it to the Planning Board. A motion to refer it to the Planning
Board was made by Trustee Abato, seconded by Trustee
Schoenleber. Upon vote, the motion was carried.

C) Set Public Hearing B Special Permit B Good Samaritan Hospital
B October 12, 2010 at 4:00 p.m.:

Ms. Menschner said this next item is to set a public hearing for
a special permit for Good Samaritan Hospital on October 12, 2010
at 4:00 p.m. The Mayor said he thinks there will be a couple of
other items that will be on the agenda. A motion to set the
special meeting was made by Trustee Abato, seconded by Trustee
Meehan. Upon vote, the motion was carried.

FINANCE DEPARTMENT:
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Treasurer Tom Zordan said that the end of next week we are going
to be doing our water and sewer meter readings and basically we
have less than 100 customers that still haven’t made an
appointment to get their meter updated. They are going to be a
little extra surprised on the bill. He said he would just like
to say that the men down at the plant and Barbara did a
fantastic job. Originally there was an estimate to put in all
these meters of approximately $175,000 and because the men down
there and Barbara worked hard to get this done, we spent less
than $5,000 in overtime to get all this done. So he would just
say that they did a great job and thanked them. The Mayor asked
Mr. Zordan if we were able to work out that item, because he
knows that Mr. Zordan was away, with the water towers? Mr.
Zordan said we will take care of it. There is not a problem.

TRUSTEES:

Trustee Bruce Simon said that he had a meeting last week as part
of this ongoing tree festivities. He had a meeting with Sandy
and Sheila from the Memory Tree program and they asked him to
say on their behalf that they did have a memory tree go in about
three weeks ago down at John Suffern Park at the bottom of
Lafayette Avenue and the corner of Orange Avenue. It was a large
group. He said he apologizes to the family since he forgot their
name. He said there were about 12 or 13 people there attending
the dedication of the tree. They had their dogs. If he remembers
the story correctly, it was a gentleman who had lost his wife.
The tree was on the one year anniversary of her passing. While
that park wasn’t his first spot, it actually worked out best
because their first date was at DaNina so the fact that the tree
is now next to the restaurant where they had their first date
worked. The memory tree program is a wonderful program and he
wouldn’t do it any justice then please, on the Village website,
on the links on the left hand side, look at the memory tree and
all the information is there. 

MAYOR:

A) Appointment B Superintendent of Public Works III:

The Mayor said that this is Charles’ position. He passed the
test and he is on the list for the position. He has been with us
for a year and a half. And welcome to the family officially. The
Mayor appointed Charles Sawicki as Superintendent of Public
Works III. A motion to confirm was made by Trustee Abato,
seconded by Trustee Simon. Upon vote, the motion was carried.

B) Appoint Citizen Advisory Committee:

The Mayor said this is for the Community Development Advisory
Committee. He said as we discussed earlier, the money for the
façade program, the downtown lighting B each year we apply for
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a grant. And we have a committee here that helps us come up with
projects. So he is going to read the names of the people on the
list. This is the same committee as last year. They have done a
great job. He would like to appoint Mr. Robert Apple, Mr.
Vincent Crapella, Mrs. Dorothy McClintock, Mr. Fred Rella, Mr.
Charles Sawicki, and Mr. Charles Rogers. A motion confirming the
appointment was made by Trustee Abato, seconded by Trustee
Meehan. Upon vote, the motion was carried.

C) Bernie Williams Day B October 23, 2010:

The Mayor said this next item is something that is really
exciting. Bernie Williams, former center fielder for the New
York Yankees as well as an accomplished musician in his post-
baseball career B his mother must be very proud B is playing a
concert here at the Lafayette Theater on Saturday, October 23.
It was scheduled and it is being sponsored by Artrock, which is
a non-profit organization, that puts on these types of live
shows throughout Rockland County. It is great that they are
coming again to the Lafayette Theatre. It is great for the
Village. But more importantly when it was announced that Bernie
Williams was playing here, Bernie’s people contacted the
Village, the Mayor, in addition to the Crotty and Konkowski
families. Bernie had been involved with the Village for a number
of months as a result of the tragedy that occurred on March 30
here which we all know about. He came to Suffern High School
their first game. And he has really just been there for the
families and really is an amazing guy. So at their suggestion,
and working with Artrock, what they have done is that a portion
of the proceeds of the sales of the tickets are going to go to
the Vincent Crotty Foundation and the Christopher Konkowski
Memorial Scholarship. So again it is great. He thinks it is a
wonderful thing. It is wonderful for the families. It is
wonderful for the Village. And it is wonderful that this man
really has come to the aid of Suffern. So in recognition of
that, he is asking the Village Board to declare that day,
October 23, 2010, Bernie Williams Day and to create a
proclamation. A motion approving the request was made by Trustee
Abato, seconded by Trustee Simon. Upon vote, the motion was
carried.

The Mayor said you can go to Artrock.org to buy tickets. Tickets
are still for sale. And he thinks it would be great if we could
sell out that event and raise some money for the foundation and
the scholarship fund and also show Bernie that we appreciate his
support of the Suffern community.

D) Appoint Bruce Simon B Library Liaison:

The Mayor said this other item is to appoint Bruce Simon as
Library Liaison. 
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Trustee Meehan said that as many people know, former Trustee
Paul Traub died recently. And he has a resolution.

WHEREAS, Paul Traub served as a Suffern Village Traub from
1990 to 2003; and

WHEREAS, Paul Traub was a community activist in the Town of
Ramapo Democratic Committee Chair; and 

WHEREAS, Paul Traub was a community activist and a
Democratic Committee Chair; and

WHEREAS, Paul Traub, working closely with Mayor Haggerty,
visited Saratoga Springs; and

WHEREAS, this visit led to the Village hiring Saratoga
Associates which worked with a group of Suffern volunteer
citizens to plan or revitalize downtown; and

WHEREAS, Paul Traub was also a driving force in the
creation of the Suffern Community Foundation,

RESOLVED that this meeting of the Suffern Village Board is
adjourned in his honor.

The resolution was seconded by Trustee Abato. Upon vote, the
meeting was adjourned at 8:52 p.m.


